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JANUARY MEETING REMINDER: 

The date and place of our PCGS evening meeting for 
January has been changed to bring you a special program. 
(No regular meeting this month.) 

Friday evening, January 14, 6:30 to 9:30 pm 
registration begins at 6:00 p.m. 

Burback Hall 
11577 E Ave, DeWitt Center (off Bell Road), Auburn 

(in the Senior Center, behind the DeWitt Theater) 

Leland K. Meitzler 
and the 

Heritage Quest Road Show 
"Little Used Sources of Genealogical 

Information" 

Mr. Meitzler is founder and editor of Heritage Quest 
magazine, one of genealogy's most popular publications. 
His gregarious approach to research is sure to keep you 
laughing, while learning some valuable tips on how to 
cope with lost relatives. A unique display of books, 
supplies and computer programs will be available for 
purchase during the breaks. See the product before you 
buy. Prizes will be given away during the course of the 
program so don't forget to register at the door. 

January is the Road Show's last tour through California. 
Don't miss this last opportunity to experience the Road 
Show in our area. 

Mark Your Calendar: 
Day Study Group meets on first Tuesday of the month 
February 1 	 10:00 a.m. until noon. 
Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library 

Family Tree Maker User's Group meets the second 
Thursday of the month at the LDS Church on Bell Rd. 
January 13 	10:00 a.m. until noon 
February 10 	10:00 a.m. until noon 
For information, call Joyce House, (530) 889-2970.  

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

HAVE YOU VISITED OUR WEBSITE LATELY? 
www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

Happy 201  Anniversary PCGS by Barbara Leak 
The Placer County Genealogical Society came into being 
as a result of a number of discussions held by people who 
were interested in genealogy. For several years, Elaine 
Macy had been holding weekly classes, at the Auburn-
Placer County Library, on how to trace your family 
history. In 1979, several members of Mrs. Macy's class 
discussed the possibility of organizing a more formal 
group. Members of the class at that time were Jimmy Lee 
Blair, Sally Campos, June Gill, Lola Hubbard, Aubrey 
Johnston. Delores Mitchell, Virginia Przepiorski, Ella-
Louise Whaley, and Rosella Winters. 

After placing a notice in the Auburn Journal, the first 
meeting of the Auburn Historical and Genealogical 
Society was held in the library's Beecher Room on 
Thursday, January 24, 1980, with Elaine Macy acting as 
chairman pro-tern. A large group of people attended and 
the following founding officers were elected: Elaine Macy, 
president; Sally Campos, vice president; Jean Moore, 
secretary; and Jimmy Lee Blair, treasurer. Regular 
meetings were set for the fourth Thursday of each month in 
the Beecher Room. 

The Auburn HAGS, as the group called themselves, issued 
their first newsletter in February 1980, with Dorthea Rudd 
as editor. Titled The Broomstick, it announced the 
society's first seminar, "A Crash Course of Beginning 
Genealogy," and the society's first guest speaker, 
reference librarian Olive Meining whose topic was "Inter-
library Loans." The accompanying membership list 
contained eighty-nine names. 

In June 1982, members of the Auburn BAGS voted 
unanimously to change the group's name to Placer County 
Genealogical Society and a new name for the newsletter 
was sought. "As we are no longer BAGS, The Broomstick 
is no longer apropos," it was announced. Placer Trails 
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and the society's "pine tree" logo debuted in November 
1982. 

This month we say, "Happy 20'  Anniversary, Placer 
County Genealogical Society." Our membership now 
totals 247 individuals. Two of the ten original organizers, 
June Gill and Virginia Przepiorski, are still members. 

The following members have served as president: 
1980 Elaine Macy, founding president 
1981 Jimmy Lee Blair, Sally Campos and Ella-Louise 

\Vhaley, a committee of three who shared the 
duties of president and vice president 

1982 Dorothy Thomsson 
1983 & 1984 Shelly Fletcher 
1985 Sally Campos 
1986 Nancy Kleven 
1987 Linda Nelson 
1988 & 1990 Annabelle Chandler 
1989, 1991, 1997, 1998 & 1999 Barbara Leak 
1992 Margaret "Missy' Wilson 
1993 Marilyn Larson 
1994 Pamela Gissy 
1995 Pamela Dallas 
1997 June Schlager 
2000 Cindy Toffelmier 

Home Study Honor Roll 
Once a year the National Genealogical Society publishes 
an Honor Roll of students who have completed the NGS 
home study course, American Genealo: A Basic Course. 

To be listed on the Honor Roll, students must receive an 
"A" course grade, demonstrating their mastery of the 
lessons with high exam scores and written work that met 
or exceeded assignment objectives. PCGS congratulates 
two of our members, Beverly Russell and Nancy Sauers, 
who have been named to the Honor Roll for 1999. 

Congratulations to the New Board of Directors 
The Board of Directors for 2000 were unanimously 

elected at the November General Meeting. 

President 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Vice President 	  Jerry Unruh 
Past President 	  Barbara Leak 
Recording Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Joyce House 
Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Pamela Dallas 
Director 	  Jacqui Marcella 
Board meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month 
at 10:00 am. in the Relief Society Room of the LDS 
Church on Bell Road. Next meeting is January 18. 
Members are welcome to attend. 

Thank You to the Outgoing Board of Directors for their 
hard work and dedication over the past year, with special 
thanks to Pam Gissy for providing a great newsletter and 
for her support of the new editor. 

The End of a Millennium 
The following article is from Eastmans Online Genealogy 
Newsletter and is copyrighted 1999 by Richard W. Eastman. It 
is re-published here with the permission of the author. 

This week we will see a monumental moment in time. 
Looking back over the past few years. I see a huge change 
in the manner in which we research our family trees. Fifty 
years ago the only practical method of accurately 
researching your ancestry was to go to the places where 
your ancestors lived and to look in the original records. 
Wealthy individuals hired people to do this research for 
them. Less-wealthy people wrote hundreds of letters to 
distant records repositories, asking the employees to look 
at records for them. 

The invention of microfilm changed all that. Now we can 
do our own research by looking at high-quality 
reproductions of original records without traveling to 
distant locations. I believe that the accuracy of genealogy 
research has increased since each of us can read the 
originals; we are not forced to depend upon someone else's 
interpretations. 

The invention of the home computer roughly twenty years 
ago meant another huge change in the way we do 
genealogy research. With PC's we could track, store and 
sort the results of our own research much more easily. 
Even better, the widespread appearance of e-mail in the 
mid- 1980s made it easier to expand our "networks" of 
individuals with similar interests. 

The introduction of the first genealogy CD-ROM disks 
about 10 years ago marked still another leap forward for 
family historians. Today there are hundreds of genealogy-
related CD-ROM disks available with references to 
hundreds of millions of our forebears. 

The biggest change is not yet ten years old. The World 
Wide Web didn't even exist on January 1, 1990. Yet this 
technology invention has quickly revolutionized many 
things in our everyday lives, including genealogy research. 
According to Time magazine, genealogy is one of the three 
most popular topics on the World Wide Web, along with 
sex and finance. 

It's a great time to be a genealogist. Things are changing 
quickly, and we can only guess what the next few years 
will bring. 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

An important step to take in 
researching a family history is to 
review genealogical periodicals 
for articles containing 
information about your family. 

The oldest continuously published genealogical periodical 
in the world is the New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register, published by the New England 
Historic Genealogical Society. The Register was first 
printed in January 1847. In 1870. it was joined by the New 
York Genealogical and Biographical Record, published by 
the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society. The 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania began Publications 
of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania in 1894, and 
renamed it the Pennsylvania Genealogical Magazine in 
1948. And the National Genealogical Society Quarterly 
debuted in 1912. These few are among the most respected 
of the genealogical journals. setting high standards in 
genealogical scholarship. (That means the articles in them 
are impeccably researched and documented.) But there are 
many, many more periodicals in publication, including the 
one you're reading right now. 

How do you search all of these periodicals? Well, lucky 
for us, several indexes to periodicals exist. I repeat, 
several indexes to periodicals exist. Don't look at just one 
and give up if you don't find anything. As with all 
research sources, you gotta check as many as possible. 

MunselFs Index to American Genealogies was the first 
index to genealogical periodicals. It was originally 
published in 1868. The last cumulative edition, with 
supplement, covers years up to 1908. The surname index 
in Alunsell 's references articles about families published in 
more than twenty periodicals and newspapers as well as 
hundreds of local and family histories. But only the major 
surname in each article is indexed, and Munsell 's does not 
index articles focused on localities. Munsell's Index to 
American Genealogies is available on the genealogy 
shelves in the Auburn-Placer County Library (Call lR 
0 16.9293 I Geneal). 

Donald Lines Jacobus' Index to Genealogical 
Periodicals, Volumes 1, 2 and 3, covers the years 1858 to 
1952. Jacobus' index is sectioned into names, places, 
family and Bible records, Revolutionary War records, 
pensions, and topics. He included most major periodicals, 
but did not include early periodicals that were already 
ndexed in Munsell 's, nor did he index the first fifty 

volumes of the New England Historical and Genealogical 
Register. All three volumes of Jacobus' Index to 
Genealogical Periodicals are available on the genealogy 
shelves in the Auburn-Placer County Library (Call #R 
929.105 J Geneal). 

The Genealogical Periodical Annual Index (GPAI), 
published by Heritage Books, began in 1962 by indexing 
seventy-eight periodicals. The newest annual edition 
contains about 13,000 citations covering approximately 
350 periodicals. Material indexed includes genealogies, 
town and county histories, biographies, Bible records, vital 
records, book reviews, ancestor charts and family group 
sheets, and other information of permanent archival value, 
including articles on research methods, computers, and 
heraldry. Surname periodicals are included, but are simply 
indexed by the name of the subject family. Focusing on 
genealogical periodicals, GPAI does not include historical 
publications. To be included in the GPAJ, the periodical's 
publisher need only send a free subscription to Heritage 
Books. Most major periodicals willingly donate issues for 
indexing. A growing number of local society's are taking 
advantage of this too. (By the way, after indexing is 
complete, Heritage Books donates the periodicals to the 
Prince George's County (Maryland) Genealogical Society, 
which maintains a permanent archive of most materials 
found in the GPAI.) Now, how/where do we search the 
GPAI? It is published annually and, unfortunately, there is 
no cumulative index. Issues are not available in our 
Auburn area libraries either. But, the late breaking news is 
that Heritage Books is now making the GPAI available on-
line. Go to the Heritage Books on-line library at 
<http://www.heritagebooks.comllibrary> and search the 
card file for "gpai." 

The Allen County Public Library's PERiodical Source 
Index (PERSI) is the largest and most widely used index 
of genealogical and historical periodicals. It is an index to 
articles published since 1800, containing more than 1 
million citations from about 4,400 different periodicals. 
Issues of periodicals indexed in PERSI are housed at the 
Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana. As 
with the GPAI, the compilers of PERSI encourage 
societies and publishers to donate their periodicals for 
indexing, but they also subscribe to periodicals that are not 
donated. Articles appearing in major journals, as well as 
local society newsletters, are indexed. However, the 
content is selective, indexing only items that are deemed to 
be of permanent research value. Unlike the GPAI, PERSI 
does not index book reviews, pedigree charts or family 
group sheets. It also excludes surname and family-oriented 
periodicals. The PERiodical Source Index is available for 
use on CD-ROM at the Auburn Family History Center. 

Be sure to look for periodical indexes specific to your area 
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of research interest. For instance, in the Auburn Library 
we have John Frederick Dorman's Index to the Virginia 
Genealogist (2 volumes) (Call #R 975.5005 Index 
Geneal), as well as two small compilations, Index to 
Genealogies and Pedigrees in the New England 
Historical and Genealogical Register, Volumes 1-50 
(Pamphlet Box Call 4974) and Index to the Pennsylvania 
Magazine of History and Biography, Volumes 1-10 
(Pamphlet Box Call 9974.8). 

Another index of note is Kip Sperry's Index to 
Genealogical Periodical Literature, 1960-1977. This 
index zeroes in on research methodology articles, 
providing access to often untapped material of tremendous 
instructional value. It too is in the Auburn Library (Call 
#R 0 16.92 91 S Geneal). 

Please sign the register each time you use the 
Genealogy Section in the Auburn-Placer County 
Library. 

January is Membership Renewal Month 
Membership fees are due January 1. A form for renewing 
your membership is included on page 5 at the back of this 
issue. Membership in Placer County Genealogical Society 
is $11.00 per year for individuals and $15.00 per family. 
Dues for 2000 should be submitted by April 1 to avoid 
being dropped from the mailing list. 

Welcome New Members: 
Toni Rosasco 

12040 Rio Oso Road, Auburn 95602 
(530) 269-0428 

E-Mail: rosasco@neworld.net  

Laurie R. Jordan 
13077 Torrey Pines Drive, Auburn 95602 

(530) 268-0410 
E-Mail: ljprimrosejps.net  

Barbara Leak Featured in Sacramento Bee 
Past President, Barbara Leak, was featured in the 
Neighbors section of the Sacramento Bee on Thursday, 
December 30. Next to a picture of Barbara with her great-
grandmother's photo album, there is an interesting article 
wherein Barbara likens genealogists to detectives. "It's 
very educational on history, geography, language and 
religion. And it's detective work." "Being led as is a 
detective from the known to the unknown, a genealogist 
assembles a record of a family by finding and examining 
every conceivable record that could link a known ancestor 
with members of his or her immediate family that might be 
unknown to descendants." Congratulations, Barbara. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646. 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Vice President 	  Jerry Unruh 
Past President 	  Barbara Leak 
Recording Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Joyce House 
Treasurer 	 Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Pamela Dallas 
Director 	  Jacqui Marcella 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Editor 	  Jacqui Marcella 
Field Trips 	  Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardary 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
NGS Study Course 	 Pam Dallas! Barbara Leak 
New Member Mailings 	  
Programs 	  Jerry Unruh 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Beverly & Leonard Russell 
Study Group 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 
http://www.webcom.comlgunruh!pcgs.html 

Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical Society has a new 
website. In addition to Root Cellar events and 
publications, they plan to post an every name index to 
their various publications. Visit the site at: 
http://w"-w.rootsweb.com/--carcsgs/rootcellar.html  

Rootsweb Social Security Death Index 
The November update to Rootsweb Social Security Index 
now boasts over 62,000,000 names. Check it out at 
http://ssdi.genealogy.rootsweb.com/cgi-bin/ssdi.cgi. 
Rootsweb's site is unique in that you can attach a note or 
"post-em" to the record with additional information or list 
your email address as someone researching that name. 

Genealogical Association of Sacramento Bus Trip 
February 23 	 May 24 
March 22 	 October 25 
The cost of the all day trip to Sutro Library or the National 
Archives in San Bruno is $25.00. NO REFUNDS for 
missing the bus. G.A.S. is not responsible for injuries or 
losses of any kind. For reservations call Ann Karacas 
(916) 372-0606 or Raipha Crouse (916) 689-4524. 
Payment is due upon making reservations. Make out 
check or money order to G.A.S. and mail to Ann Karacas, 
P0 Box 1503, West Sacramento CA 95691-1503. 
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The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9:30 am to 11:00 am in the Senior 
Citizens Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley. For more information, call Marguerite 
McCurry, 432-1870. 

Roseville Genealogical Society meets the second Tuesday 
of the month in the Senior Meeting Room of the Maidu 
Community Center from 1:00-3:00, 1550 Maidu Drive, 
Roseville. On January 25, Pam Dallas will speak to them 
about "Evaluating the Evidence" from 1:00 to 3:00. 

California Genealogical Society's Fair 200 is scheduled 
for Friday, April 28 and Saturday April 29. Mark your 
calendars, this is always a fun event. It will be held at the 
Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton. More 
information next month. 

National Genealogical Society's Regional Conference is 
February 4-5, 2000 in Torrance/South Bay. Speakers 
include Christine Rose, Curt B. Witcher, and John Vincent 
Wylie. Special hotel rates are offered at the Torrance 
Marriott Hotel. Conference registration fees are $75 for 
non-members. For more information email: 
conference@ngsgenealogy.org  or call toll free (800) 473-
0060. 

The Commodore Sloat Chapter of the National Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution in conjunction 
with the Seaside Family History Center are presenting 
their 19'  Annual Genealogical Seminar entitled "Discover 
Your Heritage Through Family Research" on Saturday, 
February 5 from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm at Noche Buena and 
Plumas Avenues, Seaside. Keynote speaker is Karen 
Clifford. Registration is $25 with lunch, $20 without. For 
information: Phone (831) 484-9966. Commodore Sloat 
Chapter, NSDAR, 810 Lighthouse Avenue #304, Pacific 
Grove 93950-2553. 

Sacramento German Genealogy Society will be hosting 
a seminar on Saturday, April 1, 2000 with Dr. John Philip 
Colletta entitled "A Genealogical Adventure with John 
Colletta." The seminar will be held at La Sierra 
Community Center, 5325 Engle Road in Carmichael from 
9:00 am until 4:00 pm with registration beginning at 8:00 
am. Pre-registration is $25 per person or $30 per couple for 
non-members. Lunch is available for $9 with pre-
registration. Checks payable to SGGS should be sent to 
Milt Kelly, 210 San Carlos Way, Novato 94945-1628. 
Email for more information at 
SacGerGenSoc@hotmail.com  or phone Maxine Anderson 
at (916) 489-7872. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM FOR 2000 
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

NAME: 	FIRST 
	

MIDDLE 
	

LAST 
	

(MAIDEN) 

SPOUSES NAME 
	

E-MAIL 
	

TELEPHONE (Please include area code) 

ADDRESS (Please include zip code) 

 

$1 1 00 Individual Membership 	$15 00 Family Membership 

 

 

Rook Fund Contribution 

 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 
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Future Censuses 
The 1930 census is due to be released sometime after 
2002. The WPA prepared soundexes for only ten states--
Alabama, Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, and 
Virginia--and for seven counties in Kentucky and West 
Virginia. 

Then World War II intervened and all work on the census 
ceased. No soundexes were prepared for 1940 or 1950. 
Subsequent censuses were computer generated, making 
indexing possible, but the stability of the 1960 census is 
doubtful. 
From the Live Oak, via CSGA Newsletter Sep 1998, via 
NVGBS Winepress July 1999 

Subscriptions to Genealogy Bulletin 
The November/December issue of Genealogy Bulletin is 
the last print version of the magazine. Genealogi' Bulletin 
will be converted to an electronic publication and can be 
subscribed to, free of cost, at 
www.GenealogvBulletin.com. 

Since our subscriptions go through Jan/Feb, we should 
receive an issue of Heritage Quest Magazine for that 
month. Beverly Russell says that the publication should be 
here for our February meeting. She would also like to 
remind everyone who hasn't picked up their copies to 
please do so. 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7385 AUBURN CA 95604-7385 

ENEALOICAL 
SOCIETY 


