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Evening meetings are the fourth Thursday of the month. 
Our March meeting will be held in the Beecher Room of 
the Auburn-Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street in 
Auburn. 

Thursday Evening, March 23, 2000, 7:00 p.m. 

Chuck Knuthson 
"America Moves West: 

Nineteenth Century Westward Migration" 

Chuck Knuthson is a police captain. He has been studying 
and conducting genealogical research for over twenty 
years. For the past six years he has instructed beginning 
genealogy classes in the community education departments 
of two Sacramento-area community colleges, and instructs 
a semester-length college computer course. Chuck has 
completed courses at the Salt Lake Institute of Genealogy, 
and has attended numerous local, state and national 
seminars and conferences. 

April 27 General Meeting, Gloria Gibbel will present 
"My Quest for Patriots." 

Other PCGS Meetings: 

Day Study Group for April will focus on Vital Records 
in the Beecher Room, Auburn-Placer County Library 

Tuesday, April 4 from 10:00 until noon 

Family Tree Maker User's Group meets the second 
Thursday of the month at the LDS Church on Bell Rd. 
Call John Ferris at (530) 888-8447 for information. 

Thursday, April 13 from 10:00 a.m. until noon 

Placer Genealogical Society Board meets the third 
Tuesday of the month at the LDS Church on Bell Road. 
Members are welcome to attend. 

Tuesday, March 21 at 10:00 a.m. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our website 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

Tracing Your Family Tree: How to Begin, a free, public 
seminar held annually by PCGS, is scheduled for 
Saturday, March 25, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street, 
Auburn. The How to Begin handbook may be purchased 
at your option for $8.00. If you already own the How to 
Begin book, bring it with you to the seminar. This is an 
excellent class for beginners and anyone needing a 
refresher course. Reservations are required. Call (530) 
887-2646. 

Field Trip to the Sutro Library by Pamela Dallas 
Saturday, May13, the Placer County Genealogical 
Society will conduct a field trip to the Sutro Library in 
San Francisco. Participants will car-pool, leaving 
Roseville around 8:00 a.m. and returning around 7:00 p.m. 
The cost is $5.00 per person and people are encouraged to 
bring their own lunch. 

The Sutro Library, a branch of the California State 
Library, is theoretically for historical reference and 
research for the time period prior to the 20th century. 
Safeguarded at Sutro are such items as Hebrew Scrolls 
from the 13th and 14th centuries, and a collection of 
letters, papers and manuscripts from Sir Joseph Banks, 
Darwin, Gladstone and others. 

Genealogists, though, know it as the largest collection of 
genealogical materials west of Salt Lake City. Included in 
the collection you will find: 
* more than 10,000 family histories 
* more than 40,000 state, regional, county and town 
histories for states other than California (much 

California material is available, in-depth CA resources 
are located at the State Library in Sacramento) 
* U.S. Census records 
* indexes to ship passenger arrival lists 
* more than 20,000 city directories on microfiche 
* periodicals from historical and genealogical 
societies and family associations 
* various guides, indexes biographies and How-To- 
Books. 

Sign up for the trip by calling the society voice mail at 
(530) 887-2646 or at a meeting. The deadline to register is 
the April PCGS meeting, April 27. For more information 
contact Pamela Dallas, (916) 774-9236 
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Anniversary Seminar Preview by Barbara Leak 
In celebration of our 20' anniversary, PCGS will 
present a special seminar with Leslie Smith Collier on 
Saturday, September 23. Audiences describe Leslie as 
"enthusiastic, alive, funny. . ." and "I just discovered 
Leslie Collier. ...she is Very Good!" 

You can believe it when you read this sneak preview 
of what Leslie has in store for us: 

Have You Got it All? 
Psst ... do you hanker to outmaneuver the dead? Are 
you convinced that your ancestors knew you were 
coming and deliberately hid the records? There is 
hope. Learn to rest easy, secure in the knowledge of 
having done everything possible to locate these 
records. Where must you look, and where are potential 
trouble spots? Form included. 

Seminar registration information will be released later 
this spring. 

San Francisco Call Newspaper Index Updated 
I hope everyone doing mid-twentieth century Northern 
California research, and especially San Francisco research, 
has had the opportunity to check out Jim Faulkinbury's 
San Francisco Call Newspaper Index. Jim has spoken at 
several genealogy gatherings on newspaper research. His 
index is located at: 
http://www.feefhs.org/fdb2/6991/6991-010.htmi  

Basically Jim has indexed vital statistics from the San 
Francisco Call Newspaper from 1869 through 1891. Most 
events are for San Francisco but about two years ago I 
found a 1888 death notice for my ancestor in Murphy's, 
Calaveras County. The San Francisco Call had picked up 
the notice from the California Associated Press. 

Other interesting items in the Call are deaths at sea 
reported by the ships coming into the port of San Francisco 
and he has just added divorces for the years 1869-1870. 

Once you've found someone in the index, what do you do? 
Jim will provide a photocopy of the article for $12.00, and 
additional requests are $9.00 each. Kind of pricey, you 
say? For $4.00 he will give you the date of the item so you 
can look up the article yourself. 

By the way, once you have the date of the item, the San 
Francisco Public Library will send you the article for a 
SASE and $1.25; limit is 3 articles per request: 

San Francisco Public Library, Main Branch 
5th floor Newspaper Center, 

Larkin & Grove Streets, 
San Francisco, CA 94102. 

New Curator of Archives Hiredfrom Barbara Leak 
Auburn resident, Carmel Barry-Schweyer, took over as 
the new Curator of the Placer County Archives on January 
3. Carmel has a BA in History and a MA in Public History 
from CSU, Sacramento. As a Forest Historian for the U.S. 
Forest Service, she developed archives management and 
collections procedures, processed historical records at the 
National Archives in San Bruno, evaluated historic sites, 
supervised the oral history program, and prepared written 
histories of local communities within the Tahoe National 
Forest. She was selected from a list of unusually well-
qualified applicants. 

Additional Information regarding 1930 Census 
January's newsletter reported that the 1930 census has 
soundexes for only ten states. In an effort to help 
researchers with the other states, the National Archives 
has purchased a microfilmed set of 1930 city directories 
for each regional archive. The March/April 2000 issue of 
The Genealogy Society of Vallejo 's Taproot reports that 
the San Francisco Bay Area Genealogical Consortium has 
begun compiling a list of "ALL city directories in any 
(Bay Area) holding that is open to the public." These 
locations will eventually be placed on the SFBAGC 
website. Original plans were to locate only 1828-1932 
directories but they decided to expand their list. 

Barbara Leak Completes Genealogy Course 
Congratulations to PCGS member Barbara Leak. Barbara 
recently received her certificate for completing the National 
Genealogical Society's challenging home study course, 
American Genealogy: A Basic Course. 

Opportunities Abound to Sharpen Your Skills 

Sacramento German Genealogy Society Seminar 
A Genealogical Adventure with John Philip Colletta 
Sat, April 1, La Sierra Community Center, Carmichael 

Sonoma Co. Genealogy Society Presents Curt B. Witcher 
Sat, April 15, Luther Burbank Center, Santa Rosa 

California Genealogical Society Family History Fair 
Friday & Saturday, April 28-29, Alameda Co. Fairgrounds, 
Pleasanton 

Federation of Genealogical Societies and Utah Genealogical 
Association, Sept 6-9, Salt Lake City, Utah 
Phone: (888) INFO-UGA toll free 

Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical Society Presents 
Cyndi Howells, May 6, Woodcreek High School Theater 
http://www.rootsweb.coml—carcsgs/Sem.htm 

G.A.S. Bus Trips to Sutro and National Archives 
March 22, 2000 and May 24, 2000 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

Finding the Genealogy Section in the 
Auburn-Placer County Library just 
got easier. The library is sporting new 
signs and one of them says 
"GENEALOGY." (Former PCGS 

Librarian, Dorothy Thomsson, tried for years to get such a 
sign. Dorothy, it's just what you always wanted.) 

The library is also sporting two new books: 
Finding a Place Called Home: A Guide to African-
American Genealogy and Historical Identity, by Dee 
Parmer Woodton, Ph.D. (New York: Random House, 
1999). First impressions are often deceiving. My first 
impression of this book was that it is just another 
beginning research guide that offers little in the way of 
practical information. But as I looked closer, I saw 
something different. This is not a reference guide that tells 
you what records exist and how to access them. It is a 
book on research methodology, problem solving and 
interpreting documents. It discusses things like dealing 
with inconsistent name spellings and doing "cluster" 
research. Case studies are used to illustrate how research 
problems are solved. Although the focus of this book is on 
African-American genealogy and the special challenges of 
researching slave ancestry, anyone wanting to expand their 
research skills should find it interesting reading. 
(Call #R 929.1 Woo Geneal) 

The Handy Book for Genealogists, United Slates of 
America, 9th edition, (Logan, Utah: The Everton 
Publishers, Inc., 1999). Often described as "the 
genealogist's bible," The Handy Book was first published 
in 1947 as a reference for locating county records. This 
new, ninth edition features updated county data, expanded 
information on federal sources, a return of the section on 
international genealogy, and a return of the state maps to 
the pages with the state listings. But how reliable is the 
data? Not so good when you look at Placer County. 

1. Under the listing of California genealogical 
societies, Placer County Genealogical Society is correctly 
listed. Roseville Genealogical Society is listed as Maidu 
Genealogical Society (their former name) with their 1550 
Maidu Drive meeting address rather than their new P0 
Box 459 mailing address. The Sun City Genealogy Group 
is not listed. 

2. The address listed for the Placer County Clerk-
Recorder's Office is 11960 Heritage Oak Place. The 
office is no longer at that location. The current address is 
2954 Richardson Drive. 

3. The Handy Book says that the Clerk-Recorder's 
Office has Placer County birth, marriage and death records 
from 1873. This date is correct for births and deaths, but  

the marriage records actually begin December 185 1. 
4. The Handy Book says the Clerk-Recorder's 

Office has Placer County land records from 1850. That's 
quite a trick because the county wasn't organized until 
1851. 

5. The Handy Book says that the County Clerk has 
probate records from 1851. In reality, the Clerk of the 
Superior Court has probate files from 1925. The earlier 
files are at the County Archives. 

6. The Handy Book says that the County Clerk has 
court records from 1880. The county courts were 
reorganized as the Superior Court in 1880, so technically 
1880 is the year the Superior Court records begin. But 
records of the earlier county courts date from 1851. The 
County Archives has court case files from 1851 to 1937 
and court minutes from 1851 to the mid-1960s. Later 
records are in the Clerk's custody. 

Compiling a reference like The Handy Book is no 
easy task. It is bound to have some outdated information 
before it leaves the printing press. This does not mean you 
should not use the book. It is still our bible, even if it isn't 
gospel. Just use it with caution and supplement it by using 
other references too. (Call #R 929.1 Han) 

Increased Fees For Military Records and Pensions 
Rumors are flying on RootsWeb mailing lists that the 
National Archives plans to increase fees for copies of 
military records and pension files. 

I received this information from a Washington, D.C. 
researcher: "I was just told by the National Archives that 
there is a proposal in the works to change the way they do 
business. Currently, when you request a pension record, 
the Archives sends out only 10-20 pages of the record and 
not the whole file. They are proposing to change this to 
instead of sending out part of the file to sending copies of 
the whole pension record. The average pension record is 
approximately 125-135 pages. The proposal is calling for a 
flat rate of $40 to obtain the whole pension file regardless 
of the size of the file." 

NARA emailed me this information: 
"The National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) will be issuing a proposed rule within the next 
few weeks that will revise fees for reproduction, including 
the "fixed-fee" orders in the NATF 80 series. The 
proposed rule will have a 60-day public comment period, 
during which time we will actively seek the comments of 
the user community." 

"The proposed rule is presently undergoing internal 
government review. When it is released for publication in 
the Federal Register, NARA will notify the national 
genealogical organizations and post a copy of the proposed 
rule on its web site. The message will include the exact 
UIRL and the address for sending comments." 
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Mostly from the Floor 
(Off the Wall Comments) 
By Jerry Unruh 

Paranoid Backups 
Can someone please HELP. My computer crashed and I 
lost my files (or they were corrupted). Twenty plus years 
of research are gone. PLEASE HELP. 

These are messages that are seen quite often on the 
Internet. These are things that happen way too often. What 
is the solution? The solution is to prepare ahead of time by 
making backups. There is definitely an S on the end of 
backup! I have had similar experiences except I have only 
lost a small amount of information, which was easily re-
entered. I will describe what I do to protect the files I 
consider important. This is what works best for me, it may 
not be right for you. 

In the old days an entire program and it's associated data 
would fit on one small floppy diskette. This is not possible 
today. It may not even be possible to fit your data on a 
single floppy diskette. The solution I use may not be 
without cost but is well worth the small cost to protect the 
time I have invested in research. I would suggest that once 
your data no longer fits on a single floppy diskette then it 
is time to invest in some other method. 

The price of hard disk drives has been dropping. Currently 
30 GB drives are being advertised for just over $200. For 
under $100 you can pickup a smaller hard drive to utilize 
as a back up drive. Hard drives are a reliable and fast way 
to back up your critical data. Even a small hard drive from 
an older cast off computer may be more than adequate. I 
have installed a second hard drive (actually two) in my 
computer and back up all of the important data that has 
changed every day. 

How do you determine what has changed? If you enter 
data in your genealogy program, then you know it has 
changed. If you are working in several different programs 
(genealogy, word processing, spreadsheet, etc.) it may be a 
little more difficult to determine what data was changed 
and then make the appropriate backups. I will manually 
backup my main genealogy program data after entering 
new information. I will also typically save my file as a 

gedcom. If I work for an extended period, I will stop, exit 
the program, and make a backup every half hour to an 
hour. This is where the second hard disk speeds up the 
process tremendously. What about everything else? At 
12:30 p.m. every day a program automatically backs up 
any changed data. I do have to set up the program once to 
let it know what to back up, but unless I add additional 
programs or store data to a different location I do not 
have to make any changes to the backup settings. 
(Program suggestions and further explanations are at the 
end of the article.) This also requires the computer to be 
left on. More recent computers have power options that 
shut down the hard disk drives, monitors, and other 
hardware saving on electricity and wear and tear on the 
equipment. I set the program to run during the middle of 
the day since that is the time when I am at my place of 
employment and other people in the building work. 

The backup program copies the data to subdirectories 
within a directory called "Backup" on the second hard 
disk. This makes the backups easy to find on the other 
hard disk. It also makes it much easier to perform a 
standard backup since I only have to backup that 
directory and it's subdirectories. I also make a backup to 
a tape and a "Zip" drive once a week. I also make a 
backup to CD-ROM monthly. I keep a series of five 
backups on the tapes and "Zip" cartridges. This surely 
must be adequate to protect from any data loss. NO! 

My genealogy data can be found on my wife's computer 
(unfortunately in the same house), on my brother's 
computer (up the street), on my dad's computer (across 
town), on my daughter's computer (Sacramento), on my 
son's computer (Arizona), on my laptop computer, and on 
at least four Internet sites. if you looked hard enough you 
may also be able to find a copy on my computer at work 
and maybe even in some obscure directory on the 
network at work. Our MIS group at work are also nice 
enough to backup the network each day, including my 
genealogy data. I have no intention of losing my twenty 
years of research. The real point here is that you need to 
have backup copies stored in a separate location. A fire, 
flood, or other disaster could not only destroy your home 
and computer but all your backups if they are not stored 
in some another location. 

Other than the initial cost of the hardware (hard disk 
drive, tape drive, Zip drive, CD-ROM writer) and 
additional cost of media (tapes, Zip cartridges, CDs) the 
real investment can be in time. I take copies on a Zip 
cartridge or a CD when we visit family and I update the 
data at that time. Lately it has become even easier. There 
are many Internet sites that are willing to let you store a 
limited amount of data on their site for free. They are 
hoping that you find it useful and will pay them to be able 
to store additional data. Most of these sites allow you to 
(Continued next page) 
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(Paranoid Backups - continued from page 4) 

store around 10 MB of data. My basic genealogical data 
(without pictures) is not nearly that large. I have signed up 
for one site that will allow me to store 300 MB of data but 
I do have to put up with one to two email messages a week 
from them. As part of your Internet account, most Internet 
service providers allow you to store between 10 MB and 
20 MB of data. Once you have uploaded your data, other 
family members can download it at their convenience. I 
usually start the uploads when we go out to eat or go 
shopping. Backups to tape are usually started before going 
to bed. Backups to Zip cartridges and CDs are made while 
we eat dinner. 

The last critical part of this whole process is to TEST your 
backups. If you are unable to restore your backups then 
there is no sense wasting your time making them in the 
first place. With backups on a second hard disk, you only 
have to make sure you can open the files with your 
program. It is pretty much the same thing with Zip 
cartridges and CDs. Copies on tapes usually have to be 
restored to be able to test that the backups are valid. 
Always restore to a different directory, never restore to the 
original location. 
A quick summary: 

Backup, Backup, Backup 
Multiple formats 
Multiple copies 
Multiple revisions 
Multiple locations 
Test the backups 

The following are backup programs that I have used and 
can recommend. They all are Windows 95/98 programs. 
There are many other programs that will probably do a 
good job of helping you protect your data, but these are 
the ones that I have tried and liked. JustCopy is the only 
one that will not work on Windows NT (including 
Windows 2000). I prefer to utilize these programs in a 
simple copy mode without the compression that some of 
them offer. I use them to do the copy from one hard disk to 
another hard disk. I use MS Backup that comes with 
Windows to do the backup to tape. Backups to Zip 
cartridges and to CDs are manual copies and again are 
simple copies. 

JustCopy is a simpler program and keeps only a single 
copy of your data. This is a good program to use if your 
second hard disk is a smaller drive from an older 
computer. JustCopy is a simple, easy-to-use backup 
program. You can create multiple backup sets based on 
folders you want backed up, specify specific file 
extensions to back up or not back up, or have the program 
back up all files in a folder. JustCopy sits in your system 
tray and automatically copies the files you've selected at  

the time and to the drive or folder you designate; 
alternatively, you can manually run a backup. Only those 
files that have been modified since the last backup are 
copied, and JustCopy keeps an informative log file so you 
know just what actions have been performed. The log file 
is limited to 40 KB and deletes the file and starts over 
when it reaches this limit. Restoring backed-up files can 
be done manually or by using the Restore option. 
JustCopy is a free program and can be found at ZDNet at: 
http://hotfiles.zdnet.comlcgi-binitexis/swlibfhotffles/  
info.htm1?fcode=000LZJ 
By: 	Miclone Research 

P.O. Box 635 
Southport Qld 
Australia 4215 

Keep-It is a little more complicated program and keeps 
multiple copies of your data. Keep-It will keep each 
revision of your files. This requires some extra work to 
ensure you do not completely fill up the second hard disk. 
The installation places an empty archive on your desktop, 
to which you can add as many files andfolders as you 
like. You can browse, drag and drop, or use the SendTo 
menu to add new items to each archive. The archive 
interface allows you to open, browse, update, and restore 
the files within. Just select New Snapshot to achieve an 
update. Keep-It scans the original files on your drive and 
creates a new entry if necessary, maintaining the original 
archive entry as well. It doesn't provide password 
protection, continuous monitoring, or a scheduler to 
automate the backup process. However, it does provide 
command-line support that allows you to use the 
Windows Task Scheduler. Keep-It is convenient, easy to 
use, and includes ample documentation. A new release of 
Keep-It is due to be released soon and will have to ability 
to keep an archive on the Internet. Keep-It is a free 
program and can be found at the Keep-It web site: 

http://www.keep-it.com/ 
By: Allister Mannion, 
Remember International Associates Limited 

FileBack PC is the program that I am currently looking at 
to do the copy to the second hard disk. It allows you to 
configure how many revisions of your data files to keep. 
FileBack PC allows you to back up and synchronize 
critical files automatically. Once you've created your 
backup set (by picking the files you want from a directory 
list), FileBack PC resides in the system tray, 
unobtrusively performing its work. In addition, you can 
manually run a backup, configure the program to back up 
files at system startup and shutdown, control the number 
of revisions of a file the program will save, and use a host 
of other options. You have complete control over what, 
how, and where your files are saved. Additional options 
allow you to clean up unneeded files and restore your 
backups. This program is superior to the previous two 
(Finale next page) 	. 
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(Paranoid Backups - continued from page 5 

programs but it is not free. FileBack PC is $20.00 and can 
be found at the FileBack-PC website: 

http://www.fileback-pc.coml  
By: 	Maximum Output Software 

409 N 1200 E, Orem, UT 84097-4348 

Here are some Internet sites that allow you to store your 
backups on their sites. The number of sites seems to be 
growing weekly. 

freedrive.com  
myfamily.com  
@backu p.  co m 

Remember: 
Just because I'm paranoid doesn't mean they are not out to 
get me! 

My wife wishes someone could say the following about 
her, but it appears she only has relatives by marriage. 
"Chop down that woman's tree and you would get about 8 
cords of wood." 

Library Donors 
Thank you to our PCGS members who have generously 
contributed to our Library Fund. 

Janette Catalano 
Martha Collell 
William & Jean Foskett 
Betsy Hansen 
Mary Harper 
Doris Rybicki 
Marjorie Smith 
Jerry & Mary Ann Unruh 
Doe Witt 

Members with Address Changes: 
514 Mertice Cranford 
12363 Pepperwood Circle 
Auburn, CA 95603-2902 

430 Yvonne J. Young 
12642 E. 36' Street 
Yuma, Arizona 85367 

Welcome to Many New Members This Month: 

562 Chuck Knuthson 564 Loretta Byrd 566 Beverly B. Curtis 568 Mary M. Droege 
378 Sawtell Road 3407 Milburn Street 12418 Homestead Way 8424 Lost Cavern Court 
Roseville 95678-6903 Rocklin 95765 Auburn 95603 Citrus Heights 95621-0214 
916 782-5704 916 624-7868 530 885-7017 916 722-8612 
E-Mail: ckunths@ns.net  E-Mail: E-Mail: bevc@jps.net  E-Mail: 

garrett@quiknet.com  marydroege@lanset.com  
563 Lorna Jean Parrish 567 Roni Lee Dillon 
18110 Alexandra Way 565 Linda & John Russell 1512 Cardinal Way 569 John M. Holmes 
Grass Valley 95949 3229 Outlook Drive Roseville 95661 143 Virginia Street 
530 272-5430 Rocklin 95765 916 783-0794 Auburn 95603 
E-Mail: lornap@jps.net  916 632-7914 E-Mail: 530 889-2780 

E-Mail: jdrlerpacbell.net  roni@chip2score.com  E-Mail: njrhsinreach.com  

Have You Renewed Your Membership in PCGS? 
If not, this may be your last issue of the newsletter. Membership fees are due January 1 and need to be paid by April 1 
to avoid being dropped from the mailing list. Please use the form on page 7 for renewal or to join for the first time. 
Membership in Placer County Genealogical Society is $11.00 per year for individuals and $15.00 per family. 
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PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

NAME:FIRST 	 MIDDLE LAST 	 (MAIDEN) 

SPOUSE'S NAME 	 E-MAIL TELEPHONE (Please include area code) 

ADDRESS (Please include zip code) 

¶11 00 Individual Membership $15.00 Family Membership 

Rook Fund Contribution TOTAL ENCLOSED 

INMEMORL4M, Mary Neifing 
PCGS member and Auburn resident, Mary Neifing died 
February 2, 2000, at the age of 73. She was a member of 
the American Genealogy Society and the California 
Nurses Association. Our sincere condolences to her 
family. 

Remember TV Show, Ancestors? It's Back! 
A brand new series of Ancestors shows has been filmed 
and will be coming to your PBS stations in June. For more 
information, check with your local PBS station in April 
when schedules will be finalized or check the website: 
http://www.pbs.orgfkbyu/ancestors/newseries/  

New 7.5 Version of Family Tree Maker (Didn't we 
all just get Version 7.0?) Family Tree Maker is offering an 
upgrade to version 7.5 for $9.95. Details are online at 
http://www.FamilyTreeMaker.com/newftw75.html  
This might be a good time to upgrade from those older 
versions—the price is right anyway. 

New features include Drag & Drop Boxes (lets you place 
boxes, captions, and images exactly where you want them 
in standard Ancestor and Descendant Trees), and some 
new printing enhancements (includes a list of available 
reports.) There is also a Medical Report and family maps 
can now optionally abbreviate state names. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE M4IL (530) 887-2646. 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Vice President 	  Jerry Unruh 
Past President 	  Barbara Leak 
Recording Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
Corresponding Secretary 	 Joyce House 
Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Pamela Dallas 
Director 	  Jacqui Marcella 
CHAIRPERSONS 
Editor 	  Jacqui Marcella 
Field Trips 	 Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardary 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
NGS Study Course 	 Pam Dallas! Barbara Leak 
Programs 	  Jerry Unruh 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Beverly & Leonard Russell 
Study Group 	 Cindy Toffelmier 
Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 

http://www.webcom.com/gunruh/pcgs.html  
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FIRE HARMS NATIONAL ARCHIVES FILES 

WASHiNGTON (AP) -- Archivists are using hot air and 
blotting paper to salvage hundreds of thousands of pages of 
government records damaged in a fire at a National 
Archives storage center just outside Washington. Among 
them were veterans!  records and papers connected to a 
lawsuit over mismanagement of American Indians' money. 

The fire occurred Tuesday at the Washington National 
Records Center in Suitland, Md., which stores more than 
3.7 million cubic feet of records. Archives officials said 
3,000 cubic feet of records were stored in areas where 
sprinklers activated, but fewer than 300 cubic feet - 
approximately 700,000 pages -- were actually damaged or 
destroyed. 

The bulk of the records were from the Department of 
Veterans AIfairs."These are inactive files of deceased 
veterans who previously made claims for benefits," said 
Robert Knode, records officer for the veterans benefits 
administration. "Sometimes we recall these files when 
somebody wants a copy for genealogical or other 
purposes, but there should be only a minimal effect." 

"We regret the loss of a single page, but we're not sure yet 
what the loss is," said Gerald George, communications 
director for the archives. "We have some record damage 
and we regret that, but on the other hand, our fire system 

contained the fire so that it didn't do widespread damage." 
Conservation work is under way. 

Warm, dry air is being blown into the storage stacks and 
blotting paper is being used to extract moisture from pages, 
said Susan Cooper, apokeswoman for the archives. 
Drying chambers have been set up and refrigerated trucks 
are being used to store records that are very wet. "They 
keep the records cold to prevent mildew from forming on 
them," she said. 

(Copied from internet: Government Front Page News, 
Source. Associated Press Published: 3/3/00 
Author: DEB RIECHMANN For education and discussion 
only. Not for commercial use. 

DEADLINE FOR APRIL NEWSLETTER 
March 23 General Meeting 

Editor's Note: Due to my son's wedding in May, 
deadline for the May Newsletter 

will be April 15. 


