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Evening meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County 
Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

Thursday Evening, April 27, 2000, 7:00 p.m. 

Gloria Gibbel 
"My Quest for Patriots" 

Gloria Gibbel is a member of the Captain John Oldham 
Chapter, National Society of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution (NSDAR). She will discuss her 
experiences in her quest for "Patriots," the DAR's term for 
documented ancestors who aided the American 
Revolution. An overview of the DAR application 
requirements will be presented and Gloria will emphasize 
other avenues to explore when information is missing in 
the usual places. In only five years, she has proved eleven 
Patriots, including one New Ancestor for the NSDAR. 

OTHER PCGS MEETINGS: 
Day Study Group will focus on newspaper research in 
the Beecher Room, Auburn-Placer County Library 

Tuesday, May 2 from 10:00 a.m. until noon 

Family Tree Maker User's Group meets the second 
Thursday of the month at the LDS Church on Bell Rd. 
Call John Ferris at (530) 888-8447 for information. 

Thursday, May 11 from 10:00 a.m. until noon 

Placer Genealogical Society Board meets the third 
Tuesday of the month at the LDS Church on Bell Road. 
Members are welcome to attend. 

Tuesday, May 16 at 10:00 a.m. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our website 
http://www.pcgenes.comlpcgs.html  

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Senior 
Citizens Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, 
(530)432-1870 

FIELD TRIP TO THE SUTRO LIBRARY 
from Pamela Dallas 

Saturday, May 13, the Placer County Genealogical 
Society will conduct a field trip to the Sutro Library in San 
Francisco. Participants will car-pool, leaving Roseville 
around 8:00 a.m. and returning around 7:00 p.m. The cost 
is $5.00 per person and people are encouraged to bring 
their own lunch. 

Sign up for the trip by calling the society voice mail at 
(530) 887-2646 or at a meeting. The deadline to register is 
the April PCGS meeting, April 27. For more information 
contact Pamela Dallas, (916) 774-9236 

CENSUS 2000 from Jacqui Marcella 
Did you remember to make a copy of your census form 
before you mailed it? Wouldn't it have been nice if your 
parents or grandparents had made a copy in 1930—you 
wouldn't be waiting to get that information today. If you 
would like to print a copy of the long census form to put 
away for your descendants, here is the URL for a copy of 
the actual questions: (it takes a long time to load) 

http:l/www.census.gov/dmdlwww/pdf/d6la.pdf  

JOYCE HOUSE & NANCY MOREBECK 
COMPLETE GENEALOGY COURSE 

Congratulations to PCGS member Joyce House and former 
member Nancy Morebeck. Joyce and Nancy recently 
received their certificates for completing the National 
Genealogical Society's challenging home study course, 
American Genealogy: A Basic Course. 

PORTUGUESE ANCESTRY 
from Marilyn Larson 

The speaker for the April 11 meeting of the Roseville 
Genealogical Society will he Doug Holmes. He will speak 
on"Portuguese Genealogical Research". Visitors are 
welcome to attend the meeting at 1:00 p.m. in the Maidu 
Senior Center off Rocky Ridge between Douglas Blvd 
and Cirby in Roseville. For more information, call 
Marilyn Larson at (916) 771-8435 or E-mail her at 
llarson@foothill.net  
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FROM THE EDITOR, Jacqui Marcella 
Thank you, Jerry Unruh, for your excellent March 
article on file backups. 

I would like to encourage more of you to submit items 
of interest to the newsletter. Do you have a favorite 
research site, book or website? Please share it with us. 
If you have information but don't want to write an 
article, I will write it up for you. The newsletter will 
be so much more interesting if everyone contributes to 
it. You can email me at Jmarcela@pacbell.net  or talk 
to me at any of the society meetings. 

WEBSITES RECOMMENDED BY 
PCGS MEMBERS 

From Beverly Russell: "A good place for free genealogy 
forms on the internet is www.ancestrycorner.com. You 
can make copies of any of the forms." 

Joyce House shares this site: "This is a list full of 
genealogy websites - some with humor." 
http://homepages.rootsweb. com/—haas/links/ 
genealogylmks.html 

MEMBER UPDATES 
Longtime member Judy Lewis has remarried and her new 
husband has joined our society,. They are: 

184 Ronald and Judy Fisher 
170 Pleasant Avenue 
Auburn, CA 95603-5125 
(530) 885-5258 
E-Mail: smranch@jps.net  

TIME CAPSULE from Jacqui Marcel/a 
In 1900 you could buy a house for $4,000 and a postage 
stamp was two cents! Who was the President of the United 
States in 1920? What were the most popular songs in 
1949? Find the answer to these questions and more at: 
http://dmarie.comltimecap/ 

Enter your birth date on this website and you can view the 
newspaper headlines for that time period, food and home 
prices, average income, and popular movies and songs of 
the time. Data is available for years 1900 through 1997. 

ANOTHER ANNIVERSARY SEMINAR 
PRE VIE W from Barbara Leak 

"I sat through a week and didn't understand, but you 
explained it in an hour!" So exclaimed one enthusiastic 
genealogist after hearing Leslie Smith Collier who will be 
the speaker for our 201h  anniversary seminar. Leslie will 
share with us some innovative ideas on how to solve tough 
research problems. Here's a sample: 

Estate Sales: The Lessons of Isaac Collett 
No will, no marriage records, no evidence in land and tax 
books! No provable sons, no provable daughters! Does this 
mean no Collett ancestry? All that remains of the estate of 
Isaac Collett is an 1812 report to the county court listing 
goods sold and the names of buyers. Relationships are not 
given. But wait... dig, scratch, and analyze from many 
directions. Can it tell you more? 

We'll learn the answer on September 23. Watch for seminar 
registration forms later this spring. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Saturday April 15: 
Genealogy 2000 Seminar presented at Cordova Stake Family 
History Center, 3001 Wissemann Drive, Sacramento Pre-
Register by mailing $6.00 to LDS Family History Seminar, 
8556 Pershing, Fair Oaks 95628; $9.00 admission at the 
door. Lunch available for $5.00 

Friday & Saturday, April 28-29: 
California Genealogical Society Family History Fair 
Alameda Co. Fairgrounds, Pleasanton 

Saturday, May 6 
Root Cellar Sacramento Genealogical Society Presents 
Cyndi Howells, Woodcreek High School Theater 
http://www.rootsweb.com/--carcsgs/Sem.htm  

Wednesday, May 24: 
G.A.S. Bus Trips to Sutro and National Archives 
For reservations call Ann Karacas (916) 372-0606 or 
Raipha Crouse (916) 6894524. 

PHOTO DATING TIP 
If you find a funny looking "postage stamp" on the back of 
an old photo, the picture was probably taken some time 
between September 1864 and 1866. This was the only 
period of time that photos were taxed. 
From Monroe County (IA) Genealogical Society, Jul/Sep 
1998, via Rock County Genealogical Society (IL) Member 
News Mar/Apr 1999 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

New at the Auburn-Placer County 
Library: 

First Steps in Genealogy: A 
Beginner's Guide to Researching 
Your Family History, by Desmond 

Walls Allen (Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 1998). 
This book takes a conceptual approach to doing research 
and covers some important topics you don't usually find in 
a beginner's guide. These include writing research reports, 
studying history, using maps, rules of etiquette at libraries 
and archives, communication skills (for telephone, mail 
and e-mail), and writing source citations. Where to find 
family information focuses on the beginner resources of 
family papers, interviews, queries, published genealogies, 
cemeteries, and a lengthy chapter on using the census. 
Various courthouse records are mentioned, but not 
discussed in-depth. The book concludes with ways to share 
your family history with others. This book is on the 
library's circulating shelves and may be checked out for 
reading at home. (Call #929.1 All) 

Unpuzzling Your Past: A Basic Guide to Genealogy, third 
edition, by Emily Anne Croom (Cincinnati: Betterway 
Books, 1995). 
For the most part, Unpuzzling Your Past is a well-rounded 
guide to beginning genealogy. It begins by introducing 
pedigree charts and family group sheets, then takes you 
into family papers and interviews. Cemeteries, 
newspapers, county, state and federal records are all 
covered. Good advice is offered on working with 
nicknames and naming patterns, reading and interpreting 
dates, and deciphering old handwriting. Inexperienced 
researchers will find guidance in two particular chapters. 
Chapter 13, titled "Where Do I Look for That?," suggests 
sources for finding specific elements of information such 
as birth, death and marriage dates, maiden names, parents' 
names, and former residences. Chapter 15, titled "Fitting 
the Pieces Together," presents an actual, beginning 
research case study, illustrating how information from 
public and family records combine to piece the family 
together. This research guide has one notable omission. It 
contains virtually no information on how to organize your 
research. The book is on the library's circulating shelves 
and may be checked out for reading at home. (Call #929.1 
Cr0) 

New at the Auburn Family History Center: 

Family Tree Maker CD #398 
Marriage Index: Texas, 1850-1900 
This index references marriages in eighty-nine counties in 

the state of Texas. Names of both brides and grooms are 
indexed, along with a date and the county where the 
marriage is recorded. Most often the date given is the date 
of the marriage, but don't jump to conclusions. 
Sometimes the date given is actually the date the license 
was issued. You can see a list of counties that are 
included by clicking on the "Introduction" tab and then 
scrolling down a little ways. The county list will also tell 
you the span of years covered for each county. (Many are 
for less than the fifty years stated on the CD title.) 
Finally, the index provides you with a reference number 
for the source of the information. The sources are 
microfilms, microfiche and books at the Family History 
Library. They include original courthouse marriage 
records, as well as transcripts and abstracts compiled by 
the Daughters of the American Revolution and others. 
When you find an entry in the index, always trace it to the 
source. 

Family Tree Maker CD #403 
Selected U.S./International Marriage Records, 1340-
1980 
This CD contains marriage data for approximately 
1,400,000 people from thirty-three countries around the 
world. The data comes from Yates Publishing, which has 
been printing genealogical books, periodicals and 
quarterlies for many years. Since 1981, Yates has 
collected several hundred thousand family group sheets 
which are available through the Yates Family Group 
Sheet Exchange. (You may have seen the Exchange 
advertised in Everton 's Genealogical Helper and other 
popular magazines.) Information given in the database 
varies. An entry may provide a name, year of birth and 
marriage, state or country of birth and marriage, name and 
birth information for spouse. Be aware that abbreviations 
used for locations are not always standard, nor are they 
consistent. Often the place name was simply truncated 
down to two letters. For example, NE could mean New 
York, Nebraska or Netherlands, so you are cautioned not 
to make assumptions. Copies of the records from which 
this database was compiled can be ordered from Yates 
Publishing. You can expect the records to yield much 
additional and more detailed information. Ordering 
instructions are found by clicking the "Introduction" tab, 
then scrolling down to the end of the introductory text. 
Because this database covers such a wide-range of years 
and locations, it can be a useful research tool for anyone 
who is fishing around for lost ancestors. But be careful. 
The family group sheets, from which it is largely derived, 
are swimming with undocumented information. 

w 	 

Don't forget to sign the register each time you visit the 
Genealogy Section of the Auburn-Placer County Library. 
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INFORMATION AND REFERRAL 
Finding help or the right resources for a family member or 
friend can be confusing. Information and Referral, located 
at the Auburn Placer County Library, is a clearing-house 
for senior and community information in Placer county. 
Drop by the Information and Referral desk at the Auburn 
Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street from 10:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, or call (530) 886-4540 or 1-800-488-4308, 
ext. 4540. Phone messages are recorded when the desk is 
closed. 

LIBRARY DONORS 
Thank you to our PCGS members who have generously 
contributed to our Library Fund. 

Diana Beggs 
Theodore & Carol Berntsen 
Drusilla Holmes 
John Holmes 
Bobette McClellan 
Marguerite McCurry 
Roberta Prentice 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

#570 Billie Joe Helms 
8210 Pal laday Road 
Elverta, CA 95626-9623 
(916) 991-5971 
E-Mail: he1msbj2@aol.com  

4571 Deanna Duffy 
23657 Shadow Drive 
Auburn, CA 95602-8358 
(530) 268-6578 
E-Mail: deannaduffy@worldnet.att.net  

#572 Roy Peak 
PMB# 173 
2527 W. Kennewick Avenue 
Kennewick, WA 99336-3126 
(509) 783-6049 

MARYLAND STATE ARCHIVES 
GOES ONLINE from Jacqui Marcella 

The Maryland State Archives is working to provide 
on-line access to over one million historical documents. 
The vast collection of records include legislative records, 
judicial records, land records, military records, public 
officials, and early state records such as births, deaths and 
marriages. Visit the Archives site at: 
http://www.mdarchives.state.md.us/msafhomepage/  
htmllhomepage.html 

Birth and death records for the 23 Maryland counties 
begin in 1898 and for Baltimore City from 1875. Marriage 
records are available from most local jurisdictions prior to 
1914. After that date there are both statewide and local 
records many of which can be found at the Archives. 

The Archives' Special Collections are searchable online. 
Categories include Business Records, Church Records, 
Newspapers, Photographs, Biographical Research, Maps, 
and others. 

NEW HAMBURG PASSENGER INDEX 
A more complete Hamburg Passenger index is 
available at the Salt Lake City Family History 
Library. The new index is called the "Kiuber 
Karteien" and is on a CD. It covers the period 1850 to 
1871 on 48 rolls of microfilm. The index may be 
available at local Family History Centers. Originally 
printed in Rabbit Tracks 17:3. From Root Cellar 
Sacramento Genealogical Society Geni-Gram, 
February 9, 2000 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646. 
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Editor 	  Jacqui Marcella 
Field Trips 	 Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardary 
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http://www.webcom.com/gunruh/pcgs.html  
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PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

NAME: 	FIRST 	 MIDDLE LAST 

SPOUSE'S NAME 	E-MAIL TELEPHONE (Please include area code) 

ADDRESS (Please include zip code) 

$1100 Individual Membership $15.00 Family Membership 

ook Fund Contribution TOTAL ENCLOSED 

NEW WEBSITE INCLUDES 
CALIFORNIA BIRTHS AND DEATHS 

from Jacqui Marcella 
Indexes for California births from 1905-1995 and deaths 
from 1940-1997 are now available online at 

http://amaty.simplenet.comlgenlca/ca_.htm  

In addition to births and deaths, there are other 
interesting California databases such as city directories, 
phone books, and the 1890 Great Register. A quick look 
turned up San Francisco directories for 1901 and 1915 
as well as the 1933 phone directory for San Francisco 
and Alameda Counties. These are scanned images of the 
original directories. 

The biggest drawback to the site is that you must know 
the year of birth or death before you can perform a 
search (or you could search one year at a time). A birth 
search gives you the full name and date of the birth, 
nothing more. To get more information, such as county 
of birth and mother's name, you must pay $4.75. 
VitalSearch will obtain a certified copy of the birth 
certificate for you from the State or county for the 
astronomical fee of $29.00 (about twice what you would 
pay for ordering it yourself). 

Death searches give you the full name and BIRTH date 
only. To obtain the date and place of death, birthplace, 
social security number and parents' names, you must 

pay $4.75. Again, they will obtain the certified death 
certificate for you for a fee of $29. 

One last word, there are numerous ads on this site; about 
half of the web page has advertising banners. 

EYE HALVE 	Author unknown 
Eye halve a spelling chequer 
it came with my pea sea 

it plainly marques four my revue 
miss steaks eye kin knot sea. 

Eye strike a key and type a word 
and weight for it to say 
weather eye am wrong oar write 
it shows me strait a weigh 

As soon as a mist ache is maid 
it nose bee fore two long 
and eye can put the error rite 
its rare lea ever wrong. 

Eye have run this poem threw it 
I am shore your pleased two no 
its letter perfect awl the weigh 
my chequer tolled me sew 

(Thanks to Beverly Russell for sharing this poem from 
the Ventura County Genealogy Society Quarterly, 
Volume XXII No. 3) 
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SAVE OUR HISTORIC CEMETERIES 
SUPPORT AB 1779 (Pescetti) 

Based on models in Oregon, Texas and other states, 
Assembly Bill 1779 calls for the creation of a California 
Pioneer Cemetery Commission to be charged with the 
historic preservation of these cemeteries. (excerpt from flyer 
in support ofAB 1779) 

From Iris Carter Jones, Legislative Analyst for the 
California Genealogical Alliance: Iris Carter Jones, 
ijones@ns.net, 25 March 2000. "No one knows better than 
genealogists and historians what is happening with our 
historic cemeteries. Both the Conference of California 
Historical Societies and the Genealogical and Historical 
Council of the Sacramento Valley call on you to join us in 
supporting AB 1779. Societies and individuals are asked to 
write, fax, phone or Email your message of support to the 
office of assemblyman Anthony Pescetti, State Capitol, 
Room 2130, Sacramento, CA 95814; 916-319-2010; fax 
916-319-2110; Email: anthony.pescetti@asm.ca.gov." 

PRESERVING HISTORIC CEMETERIES 
"Placer County has its share of historic cemeteries, and 
people like Auburn's Jim and Melinda Landrith are already 
helping make us aware of their value as cultural resources. 
Their annual cemetery tours are increasingly popular and 
well attended. Unfortunately, this awareness is not building 
as fast as are the threats from development pressures and 
general neglect."  

"There has never been a better time to get involved in 
preserving Placer County's historic cemeteries. There are a 
number of ways you can help. You can help us create the 
county registry of our historic cemeteries by sending in a 
historic cemetery registration form. You can support the 
Pescetti bill by writing a letter or sending an email to a 
local State legislator. You can join the California Historic 
Cemetery Alliance (phone [9161481-4525, or email 
chca@inreach.com)."  

"Let's face it, most of us are going to get involved with a 
cemetery at some point Why not do it while we can still 
enjoy it!" 
Excerpts from Museum Director's Notes by Jerry 
Rouillard, March-April 2000 issue of The Placer, 
publication of the Placer County Department of Museums, 
in cooperation with the Placer County Historical Society. 

PLEASE NOTE: EARLY DEADLINE 
FOR MAY NEWSLETTER 

APRIL 15-s 


