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Evening meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County 
Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

Thursday Evening, May 25, 2000, 7:00 p.m. 

JERRY UNRUH 
"How to Build a Website" 

OTHER PCGS MEETINGS: 

Day Study Group will focus on library research in the 
Beecher Room, Auburn-Placer County Library. 

Tuesday, June 6 from 10:00 am. until noon 

Family Tree Maker User's Group meets the second 
Thursday of the month at the LDS Church on Bell Rd. 
Call John Ferris at (530) 888-8447 for information. 

Thursday, June 8 from 10:00 am. until noon 
(no meetings July and August) 

Placer Genealogical Society Board meets at the LDS 
Church on Bell Road. Members are welcome to attend. 
Please note the change of date. 

Tuesday, May 30 at 10:00 am. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our website 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 am, in the Senior 
Citizens Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, 
(530) 432-1870 

HELP NEEDED 
Can you spare 1 or 2 hours per month to get together with 
other society members to fold and put stamps and mailing 
labels on our newsletter? We can meet at the library, the 
family history center or another location—in the evenings, 
on weekends or during the day. This could be a fun way to 
get to know other members. If you can help, please leave a 
message on the society voice mail (530) 887-2646 or email 

me at jmarcelapacbell.net. 

NEWSLETTER MAILING PROBLEMS 
from the Editor, Jacqui Marcella 

In an effort to save the society money on postage, I 
used a bulk mailing service to send out the February, 
March and April newsletter. I must apologize for the 
problems this has caused. Many people received their 
newsletter late and even mailing it out earlier did not 
entirely solve that problem. The worst problem that 
occurred was that some people did not receive their 
newsletter at all and this is just not acceptable. 
Effective with this newsletter, we are going back to 
first class mailings. I appreciate the patience and 
understanding of the members who have contacted 
me. If you are missing an issue of the February, March 
or April newsletter, please call the society voicemail 
(530) 887-2646 or send me (jmarcelapacbell.net) or 
our registrar, Marilyn Larson, (llarson@foothill.net) 
an email message. I will make sure you receive your 
back issues. 

IT TAKES HOW LONG? 
It took 166 days to travel from coast to coast in the U.S. in 
a covered wagon in 1849. It took 60 days in the 1860's to 
go from the Atlantic to the Pacific by stagecoach. By train, 
in the 1870's, it took 11 days. By air, 25.5 hours in the 
1920's was the bi-coastal travel time. By DC-3 it was a 
17.5 hour trip in the 1930's. In the 1970's it took 5 hours in 
a 747 jet. If you could hitch a ride on the space shuttle, it 
would take 8 minutes today! 
from The Family Tree, April/May 1999 by way of the 
Roseville Genealogical Society Newsletter, April 2000. 
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RESOURCE GUIDE AVAILABLE 
from Maria Brower, editor of Kith & Kin 

The Nevada County Genealogical Society has published Western 
Nevada County Resource Guide for Genealogists, Historians, 
and other Researchers. Two and a half years in the making, this 
is our first publication and was done for the Sesquicentennial. 
You can purchase the book from the society or through the mail 
for $12.85 (includes tax) and $3.30 for shipping at: NCGS, 
P.O. Box 176, Cedar Ridge, CA 95924 

MAIL GUIDELINES FOR GREAT BRITAIN 
from Mary Collins 

Since many of our members may send correspondence to Great 
Britain, I thought the following information from the Newsletter 
of the British Isles Family History Society - U.S.A.,  MarchlApril 
2000 edition, page7, might be of help. 

"If one of our readers is sending a letter to the UK, please be 
aware of the Royal mail's new guidelines that the postal address 
should appear in BLOCK FORM and should include: "the street 
number, building, street name, locality name (only where 
necessary), post town (in capital letters) and postcode. The county 
name should not be included. The address should not be 
indented, and the words "near" or "by" should not be used. Mail 
addresses in accordance with these guidelines will be sorted 
automatically. All other mail must be done manually." (The US 
Post Office requests that you put the name of the country 
(England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Isle of Man, etc.) as well as 
"GB" for Great Britain or "UK" for United Kingdom after the 
postcode on all letters and packages going to Britain. If the 
country is not listed, it may come back to you as undeliverable.)" 

THE ELUSIVE ANCESTOR 
by Merrell Kenworthy (from Norcal internet mailing list) 

I went searching for an ancestor, I cannot find him still. 
He moved around from place to place and did not leave a will. 
He married where a courthouse burned. He mended all his 
fences. 
And avoided any man who came to take the US Census. 
He always kept his luggage packed, this man who had no fame, 
And every 20 years or so, this rascal changed his name. 

His parents came from Europe. They should be on some list 
Of passengers to the USA, but somehow they got missed. 
And no one else in this whole world is searching for this man. 
So, I play geneasolitaire to find him if I can. 
I'm told he's buried in a plot, with tombstone he was blessed; 
But weather took engraving, and some vandals took the rest. 

He died before the county clerk decided to keep records. 
No Family Bible has emerged, in spite of all my efforts, 
To top it off, this ancestor, who caused me many groans, 
Just to give me one more pain betrothed a girl named Jones. 

ANNIVERSARY SEMINAR 
PREVIEW #3 from Barbara Leak 

"I thought I'd been doing genealogy all this 
time. I'd only been collecting names!" 
It's time to move beyond name collecting. 
Join us on Saturday, September 23, when 
PCGS hosts a special seminar with Leslie 
Smith Collier. Find out why audiences say 
Leslie "explains methods better than 
anyone." Here is another lecture preview: 

How Lay the Land? 
Put your families back onto their farms and 
amongst their neighbors, even if streams 
have changed course and roads shifted 
away. Come with us on this exploration of a 
neighborhood study. See what maps to use 
and where to get them. Spot hidden 
marriages, proof of descent, religion, 
references to earlier localities, possible 
grave sites, and more. Learn to use land 
records, even for families who owned no 
land 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
4573 Barbara D. Moore 

P0 Box 548 
Carmichael, CA 95609 

(916) 486-2667 

4574 Carol W. Gebel 
4205 Midas Avenue 
Rocklin, CA 95677 

(916) 630-9240 evenings 
(916) 278-5650 days 

E-Mail: cgebel@csus.edu  

575 Ed & June Yurdana 
12495 Grayson Road 
Auburn, CA 95602 
(530) 269-3413 

E-Mail: meddie@aub.com  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesday, May 24.- 
G.A.S. 

4:

GAS. Bus Trips to Sutro and National Archives 
For reservations or information, call 
Ann Karacas (916) 372-0606 or Raipha Crouse 
(916) 689-4524. 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

New at the Auburn-Placer County 
Library: 
Finding Your Roots: How to Trace 
Your Ancestors at Home and 
Abroad, by Jeane Eddy Westin (New 

York: Jeremy P. Tarcher/Putnam, 1998). This is a revised 
and expanded edition of a book that was first published 
more than twenty years ago. The author resides in 
Sacramento. Finding Your Roots is a cross between a 
"how to" book and a reference guide. It covers the usual 
basics of charts and forms, county and federal records, 
libraries and archives. Addresses for several major 
repositories are listed. It also contains basic information on 
records and repositories in several foreign countries. A 
new chapter has been added on computer genealogy and 
the Internet. This book presents a wide-ranging overview 
of genealogy that serves to introduce newcomers to the 
hobby. It is on the circulating shelves and can be checked 
out of the library for reading at home. (Call 9929.1 Wes) 

Organizing Your Family History Search: Efficient and 
Effective Ways to Gather and Protect Your Genealogical 
Research, by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack (Cincinnati, 
Ohio: Betterway Books, 1999.) Here is a book for all of us 
disorganized genealogists. (Is there any other kind?) 
Sharon Carmack's easy to read, easy to understand, easy to 
relate to advice will help you get your genealogy life under 
control. What's really good about this book is that it gives 
you options. If one system doesn't work for you, try 
another one. This book suggests ideas for more efficient 
note taking and research planning; setting up research and 
correspondence files; preparing for on-site research; 
organizing your genealogy books, CD-ROMs, floppy disks 
and microfilms; setting up a work space; and preparing 
your research to share with others. It also has a chapter 
devoted to the special organizational challenges faced by 
professional genealogists. Several forms and checklists are 
included for you to photocopy. This book is on the 
circulating shelves and can be checked out of the library 
for reading at home. (Call #929.1 Car) 

New at the Auburn Family History Center: 
Family Tree Maker CD #449 
Local and Family Histories: New England, 16004900s 
This CD contains the text from twenty books of New 
England town histories and compiled genealogies. More 
than 50,000 New England residents and their families are 
mentioned. You may find historical information on local 
geography, industry, religion, education, politics, military 
service, and early settlement. 

The text is fully searchable, which means you can search 
for a word, or group of words, such as a name, a place, a 
date, or an event. If you find something interesting, you 
can highlight the text for printing. If you want to search 
only one particular book on the CD, you can save yourself 
some time by clicking on the "Contents" tab, then going 
to the first page of the book you want. By doing this, the 
computer will begin searching on that page, rather than 
starting at the beginning of the database and going 
through all twenty books. 

The following titles are on the CD: 
To the Descendants of Thomas Dickinson, Son of 
Nathaniel and Anna Gull Dickinson of Wethersfield, 
Connecticut, and Hadley, Massachusetts, by Frederick 
Dickinson 
The Downers ofAmerica, With Genealogical Record, by 
David R. Downer 
History of the Dudley Family, by Dean Dudley 
The Dudley Genealogies and Family Records, by Dean 
Dudley 
The Descendants of Thomas Durfee of Portsmouth, Rhode 
Island, Volume II, by William F. Reed 
History and Genealogy of Deacon Joseph Eastman of 
Hadley, Mass., by Guy S. Rix 
The Eaton Family ofNova Scotia, by Arthur Wentworth 
Hamilton Eaton 
The Edmister Family ofAmerica, by Frank Custer 
Edminster, Jr. 
Edson Family History and Genealogy, Volume II 
History ofEllenwood - Wharton and 20 Allied Families, 
by Willard White Ellenwood 
Some Descendants ofJohn Endecott, Governor ofMass. 
Bay Colony, by Mabel McFatridge-McCloskey 
Memoir of Samuel Endicott with a Genealogy ofHis 
Descendants, by William C. Endicott 
Record of the Descendents ofJames Ensign and his Wife 
Sarah Elson, by Martha Eunice Ensign Nelson 
Genealogical Records of Decendants ofJohn and 
Anthony Emery ofNewbury, Mass., by Reverend Rufus 
Emery 
History of the Town of Bristol, Grafton County, New 
Hampshire, Volumes land II, by Richard W. Musgrove 
History of Brookline, New Hampshire, by Edward E. 
Parker 
History ofPembroke, New Hampshire, by Reverend N.F. 
Carter 
A History of the Town of Sullivan, New Hampshire, Vols I 
and II, by Reverend Josiah Lafayette Seward, D.D. 

.'.---, 	 -_• 

Don't forget to sign the register each time you visit the 
Genealogy Section of the Auburn-Placer County Library. 
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Editor's WEBSITE Choices 
These are sites I've discovered, please share your favorites. 

ALASKA-YUKON GOLDRUSH LIST 
To mark the centennial year of the Klondike Gold Rush of 
1896, Family Chronicle Magazine published a list of over 
24,200 gold rush participants in its September/ October 
1996 issue. You can now access this list at their website: 
http://www.familychronicle.com/klondike.htm  

The website states that the list was compiled by a "Mrs. 
M.L. Ferguson of Los Angeles, who first visited Alaska in 
1899. She brought with her letters for persons living in the 
Yukon but had a difficult time delivering them since there 
were no street names or addresses." 

"Ferguson was inspired to publish the Directory and 
Gazetteer of the Yukon Territory and applied to Yukon 
Council for the right to number houses and erect street 
signs on corners. While compiling the directory, Ferguson 
fell ill and was forced to return to California. She handed 
the project over to Barnes & Baber, who published it as 
"The Only Yukon-Alaska Directory for 1901"." 

You can request a free trial copy of Family Chronicle 
Magazine at: http://www.familychronicle.com   

HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI SITE 
This site may be useful for finding lost relatives or family 
friends and neighbors from the early 1940s right up to the 
1990s. Over 22,000 high schools from throughout the 
United States are listed on this website. 
http://www.highschoolalumni.com  

IRISH VITAL RECORDS 
Ancestry.com  has provided free access to three of their 
Irish databases: 
http:/lwww.ancestry.comlsearchlrectype/inddbs/3876.htm 
Irish vital records is a database of 100,000 names from 
1600 to 1874. The records include births, marriages, 
deaths, burials, cemeteries, wills, immigration, and census 
records from different areas of Ireland. Quarterly additions 
to the database are planned. Included in the database is the 
Index of 0 'Kief Coshe Mange, Slieve Lougher and Upper 
Blackwater in Ireland. 16 vols. Birmingham, Alabama: 
Knocknagree Historical Fund, 1952-1971 

http:I/www.ancestry.com!searchlrectype/inddbs/3732.htm 
Irish Flax Growers List, 1796 
Between the 18th and 19th Centuries flax was grow by 
thousands of Irish farmers. The database provides the 
name of grower and county of residence. Researchers 
may contact the Ulster Historical Foundation at 12 College 
Square East, Belfast, BTI 6DD, United Kingdom for 
further information on these farmers by citing the reference 
numbers attached to each record. 

http://www.ancestry.comlsearchlrectype/inddbs/4077.htm  
Irish Records Index, 1500-1920 

This database is an index to the films at the Family History 
Center which were gathered by the Irish Government to 
replace those destroyed in 1922. These records include 
histories, pedigrees, parish registers, probates, and orphan's 
court records. Each entry reveals the person's name, date of 
record, and residence in Ireland. The LDS film numbers 
are included for further research. 

HOW TO BEGIN SEMINAR REPORT 
from Barbara Leak 

Our "How to Begin" seminar, held on March 25, was a 
complete success with 59 students attending from Placer, 
Nevada, Eldorado and Sacramento counties. Comments 
from the audience enthusiastically described the class as 
fascinating, well organized and professionally presented. 
Thank you to our volunteers who made it so: chairman, 
Barbara Leak; speakers, Pamela Dallas, Janet Macy, Jerry 
Unruh and Missy Wilson; registration, Joyce House and 
Cindy Toffelmier; supplies table, Leonard and Beverly 
Russell; and book binding, Pamela Gissy. 

FIVE TIPS TO PRESERVE YOUR 
DOCUMENTS, MANUSCRIPTS OR BOOKS 

from Pamela Dallas 
1. Store in a cool, dry location (no basements or attics) 
2. Photocopy newspaper articles; newsprint is very acidic 
and will damage neighboring documents. 
3. Avoid leaving paper in direct sunlight. 
4. Do not use pressure sensitive tape, which is also very 
acidic. 
5. Place documents in acid free boxes or enclosures made 
for that purpose. 
The New England Historic Genealogical Society 
Manuscripts Department)  
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PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

NAME: 	FIRST 	 MIDDLE LAST 

SPOUSE'S NAME 	 E-MAIL TELEPHONE (Please include area code) 

ADDRESS (Please include zip code) 

$1100 Individual Membership $15.00 Family Membership 

ARREST FOLLOWS FIRE AT 
NATIONAL RECORDS CENTER 

April 15, College Park, MD. . The National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) has been informed that 
this morning the Federal Protective Service arrested a 
NARA employee, Marlon M. Mason, charging him with 
arson in connection with a fire on April 5 in the 
Washington National Records Center operated by NARA 
in Suitland, Maryland. The accused employee was turned 
over to the Fire Marshall of Prince George's County, 
Maryland. 

The fire was discovered by employees in a stack area at the 
records center, where NARA stores records that are no 
longer needed by Federal agencies in their Washington 
area offices, but remain in the agencies' legal custody. 
NARA employees and contract guards extinguished the 
fire with hand-held fire extinguishers and were 
subsequently assisted by the Prince George's Fire 
Department. No one was injured by the fire, and damage 
was limited to a few boxes of records, which NARA staff 
is attempting to salvage. 

This fire followed one that broke out in the same records 
center on February 29.That, too, caused some records 
damage, but was contained and extinguished without harm 
to anyone in the building. 

National Archives and Records Administration Press Release 
http://www.nara.gov/nara/pressrelease/nrOO-60.html  

(PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society'. P0 Box 7385. Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE-AWL (530) 887-2646. 
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Treasurer 	  Eunice Roberts 
Registrar 	  Marilyn Larson 
Director 	  Pamela Dallas 
Director 	  Jacqui Marcella 
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http://www.webcom.com/gunruhlpcgs 	html 
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PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7385 AUBURN, CA 94604-7385 

FIRST CLASS 

GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIEZ 

THE PHONY INHERITANCE SCAM 
from The United States Postal Inspection Service 

http:/!www.usps.gov/postalinspectorslinherit.htm 

Wouldn't it be nice if you came into an inheritance from a 
long-lost relative or friend? It does happen, but not very 
often. So if you receive a notification in the mail from an 
"estate locator" saying that there is an unclaimed 
inheritance waiting for you, beware. You could be the 
target of a slick con artist. 

These unscrupulous white collar criminals also call 
themselves "research specialists"--but they didn't find you 
by doing research. You are one of thousands across the 
nation who are targeted in mass mailings. Thousands of 
individuals with the same last name receive notification 
that inheritance funds have been located in their names. 
Many of these recipients are lured into mailing in a fee--
sometimes $30 or more--for an estate report, which will 
supposedly explain where the inheritance is located and 
how it can be claimed. The promoter may also offer to 
process your claim for a fee. 

You can protect yourself by checking other sources before 
sending funds in response to an "estate locator" 
solicitation. Checking with relatives about recent deaths in 
the family is one approach. In addition, you can check 
with the local Better Business Bureau, the U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service, or State Attorney General's office to 
see if there have been any investigations into the activities 
of the person or firm making the solicitation. 

Remember, legitimate law firms, executors of wills, and 
others who have been named to distribute estate funds to 
rightful heirs normally do not request you to pay a fee to 
find out about your share of the estate. If you have been 
the victim of a phony estate locator scheme, or if you 
have received a suspicious solicitation in the mail stating 
an unclaimed inheritance awaits you, report your 
experience to your local postmaster or nearest Postal 
Inspector. 

REMEMBER 8870 
Beverly Russell shares this neat trick from the Platte 
County Missouri Historical and Genealogical Society 
Bulletin, Vol 52, No. 3, Aug, Sept, Oct, Nov 1999 

8870, that's not an error: It's the number to remember 
when you want to find the birthdate of someone when you 
only have the date of death and an age. Some old 
tombstones have the date "at X years X months X days" - 
how do you figure the birthdate? Suppose the stone says 
the person died May 6, 1889, at the age of 71 yrs, 7 mos, 9 
days. 

Write the year, month, day as 18890506 
Subtract the age at death 710709 
This gives the figure 18799797 
Now subtract 8870 8870 
The result is: 18170927 or 

Year 1817,9thmonth,27th  day  or27  Sep 1817 


