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Evening meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County 
Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

Thursday Evening, June 22, 2000, 7:00 p.m. 

CARMEL BARRY-SCBWEYER, 
"The Placer County Archives" 

Carmel Barry-Schweyer is the new Archivist with the 
Placer County Archives. She came to Placer County from 
the U.S. Forest Service in Tahoe, where she was the 
historian. Carmel will tell us what records are available at 
the Placer County Archives and how we can use them. 

Thursday Evening, July 27, 2000, 7:00 p.m. 

PAM DALLAS 
NUCMC and PERSI 

Pam Dallas has been involved in genealogy research for 
over ten years and has served as President, and Vice 
President of PCGS. NUCMC (National Union Catalog of 
Manuscript Collections) is an index of manuscript 
collections in public repositiories. PERSI (Periodical 
Source Index) is an index of genealogical periodicals, a 
project of the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. Pam will tell us how to find these indexes, how 
to use them and then obtain copies of the material. 

Thursday Evening, August 24, 2000, 7:00 p.m. 

(Watch for a postcard announcement) 

OTHER PCGS MEETINGS: 

Day Study Group will have a special meeting in July. 
An orientation to The Auburn Family History Center 
will be offered in this special session of the Day Meeting. 
Come and get acquainted with this excellent local research 
facility. All are welcome. For information/reservations, 
call PCGS voice mail at (530) 887-2646. 

MONDAY, July 10 from 10:00 a.m. to noon 
Auburn Family History Center, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn 

No Meeting in August 

Family Tree Maker User's Group has no meetings in 
July or August. Regular meetings will resume (second 
Thursday of the month) in September at the LDS Church 
on Bell Road. For further information, call John Ferris at 
(530) 888-8477. Next meeting is 

Thursday, September 14 from 10:00 am. until noon. 

Placer Genealogical Society Board meets at the LDS 
Church on Bell Road. Members are welcome to attend. 
Please note the change of date. 

Tuesday, August 1 at 10:00 a.m. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our website 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9:30 am, to 11:00 am. in the Senior 
Citizens Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, 
(530) 432-1870 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU 
from Jacqui Marcella 

Special thanks to the group of members who gathered at 
the LDS Church last month to fold, stamp, and label the 
newsletter while I was on vacation. In an hour and a half, 
they prepared about 200 newsletters for mailing. Thanks 
to Pam Dallas, Barbara Leak, Mabyn Nacco, Beverly 
Russell, Cindy Toffelmier, Marjorie Willis. (I hope I 
didn't leave anyone out) 

If you would like to help with the September mailing (day 
to be announced at August general meeting), you can leave 
a message on the society voice mail, talk to me at one of 
the meetings, or email me: Jmarcela@pacbell.net. 
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AN 1895 EDUCATION 
from Jacqui Marcella 

The following are excerpts from an eighth-grade final 
exam used in Saline County, Kansas on April 13, 1895. It 
gives us a new appreciation for those ancestors who "only" 
had an eighth grade education. To view the entire exam, 
check the Smoky Valley Genealogical Society Website 
from Sauna, Kansas.-
http://skyways.lib.ks.us/genweb/ottawa/exam.htmi  

GRAMMAR 
1. Give nine rules for the use of Capital Letters. 
2. Name the Parts of Speech and define those that have no 

modifications. 
7-10 Write a composition of about 150 words and show 

therein that you understand the practical use of the rules 
of grammar. 

ARITHMETIC 
3. If a load of wheat weights 3942 lbs., what is it worth at 

50 cents Per bushel, deducting 1050 lbs for tare? 
4. District No. 33 has a valuation of $35,000. What is the 

necessary levy to carry on a school seven months at $50 
per month, and have $104 for incidentals? 

6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18 days at 
7 per cent. 

8. Find bank discount on $300 for 90 days (no grace) at 10 
per cent. 

9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per acre, the 
distance around which is 640 rods? 

U.S. HISTORY 
3. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary War. 
4. Show the territorial growth of the United States. 
7. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, 

Lincoln, Penn, and Howe? 
8. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607, 

1620, 1800, 1849, and 1865. 

ORTHOGRAPHY 
3. What are the following, and give examples of each: 

Trigraph, subvocals, diphthong, cognate letters, 
linguals? 

4. Give four substitutes for caret "u". 
8. Mark diacritically and divide into syllables the 
following, and name the sign that indicates the 

sound: Card, ball, mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, blood, fare, 
last. 

GEOGRAPHY 
1. What is climate? Upon what does climate depend? 
2. How do you account for the extremes of climate in 

Kansas? 
7. Name all the republics of Europe and give capital of 

each. 

8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pacific in the 
same latitude? 

HEALTH 
1. Where are the saliva, gastric juice, and bile secreted? 

What is the use of each in digestion? 
4. How would you stop the flow of blood from an artery in 

the case of laceration? 

FANCY FOREIGN CHARACTERS 
from Jacqui Marcella 

No, I'm not talking about fancy dressers, I'm talking about 
those funny little marks and accents that are part of foreign 
alphabets. The subject was introduced in a Family Tree 
Maker meeting when a member shared a chart of these 
symbols. Other members had used similar codes in their 
word processing software. I remembered way back in the 
early days of computers that every computer book had 
charts of ASCII codes. I don't know what they are calling 
them today, but they still work the same way in your email, 
word processing programs and genealogy programs. 

When you want to spell a name like Pefla, resumé, 
rühr, or rOte all you have to do is hold down the "alt" 
key on your computer and then type in a number on your 
numeric keypad. It may take a little practice-(you have to 
hold down the alt key at the same time that you type in the 
numbers.) Here are a list of the most common lower case 
characters: 

HOLD DOWN "ALT' and type 
130 é 
147 ô 
148 0 
149 ô 

150 II 
151 ü 
152 y 
160 a 
161 1 
162 O 
163 iii 

164 fi 

Jerry Unruh showed everyone an easy way to find the 
complete list of these codes. In Windows, open the Start 
menu, go to Programs, then to Accessories and the System 
Tools Folder. There you will find the Character Map and 
select System Codes from the pull down menu. Here you 
will find a chart of all possible characters and markings. 
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Editor's WEBSITE Choices 
These are sites I've discovered; please share your favorites. 

TEXAS VITAL RECORDS ON ROOTS WEB 
Rootsweb has recently added four new Texas databases. 
Texas Birth Records (1926-1949) 
http://userdb.rootsweb.com/txlbirth/generallsearch.cgi  

Texas Births (1950-1995) 
http://userdb.rootsweb.com/ti/birth/summary/search.cgi  

Texas Marriage Records (1966-1997) 
http://userdb.rootsweb.com/tx/marriage/search.cgi  

Texas Divorce Records (1968-1997) 
http://userdb.rootsweb.cornitxldivorce/search.cgi  

(And they've had this one for awhile) 
Texas Death Records( 1964-1998) 
http://userdb.rootsweb.comltx/deathlsearch.cgi  

UK AND IRISH VITAL RECORDS 
If you have ancestors from England, Ireland, Scotland, or 
Wales, you can order birth, marriage and death certificates 
online now at: 
http://www.bigfamily.co.uk  

This site has a currency converter on it so you can figure 
out just how much that 6 U.K. pounds are in U.S. 
currency. They will also do research for you in parish 
records, wills, directories, etc. 

CALIFORNIA VITAL RECORDS ON 
ROOTS WEB 

Rootsweb has done it again! In addition to their excellent 
version of the Social Security Death Index, World War I 
Draft Registrations, and recently added Texas Vital 
Records database, they have just added the California 
Birth Index (1905-1995) and the California Death Index 
(1940-1997). These are complete indexes, not the partial 
listings from simplenet's VitalSearch site that I reported on 
in the April newsletter. You can search these databases by 
combined father and mother's surnames and come up with 
a list of all children. You can search on county, date of 
birth or death, and of course, by surname. RootsWeb also 
plans to add their 'Post ems" feature to these databases in 
the future. "Post-ems" are tags you can attach to a record 
that gives additional information or you can even attach 
your email address. These completely free databases can 
be viewed at: 
http://userdb.rootsweb.com! 

PERSONAL TIMELINES 
Create a personal timeline for yourself or any of your 
ancestors on this website. All you have to do is type in a 
name, birth and death years, and a personalized time line 
is displayed showing the age at the time of each event. 
(from 1000 AD to the current year). You can print these 
timelines and include them with your family data or just 
give them to friends. 
http://www.ourtimelines.com/ 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

576 Suzan VanderLinden 
2350 Humphrey Rd 
Penryn, CA 95663 
(916) 652-7319 

578 Al & Jacque Olson-2000 
100 Golden Spike Court 
Roseville, CA 95747-8701 
(916) 771-3747 
E-Mail: aeojso@worldnet.att.net  

580 Judy Ann Williams-2000 
2608 Retirement Lane 
Placerville, CA 95667 
(530) 622-3038 
E-Mail: jjentdirectcon.net  

577 Frank and Elinor Sheets 
17059 Alioto Dr 
Grass Valley, CA 95949 
(530) 273-8667 
E-Mail: tooartsy@jps.net  

579 Elva Christian-2000 
5186 Green Grove Lane 
Roseville, CA 95747 
(916) 771-8091 
E-Mail: harold@quiknet.com  
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

New at the Auburn-Placer County 
Library: 
Locating Lost Family Members & 
Friends: Modern Genealogical 
Research Techniques for Locating 

the People of Your Past and Present, by Kathleen W. 
Hinckley (Cincinnati, Ohio: Betterway Books, 1999). Is 
there someone you'd like to find—an old schoolmate, an 
estranged sibling, your biological parents, a distant cousin? 
This readable book discusses records of the 20th century 
and how you can use them to track down lost friends and 
family. Most of the records covered are modem versions of 
familiar genealogical sources. The trick is in understanding 
what information is accessible, how privacy laws apply, 
and how to piece available information together. Several 
short case studies, "brick wall busters" and research tips 
are given to show how it is done. This book is also chock 
full of references to Internet web sites and information 
databases. The author, Kathleen Hinckley, is both a 
Certified Genealogical Record Specialist and a 
professional private investigator. With her guidance, any 
genealogist can easily do his or her own personal private 
investigating. This book is on the circulating shelves and 
may be checked out of the library for reading at home. 
(Call 9929.1072 Hin) 

At the Auburn Family History Center: 
Native American Collection (CD, GenRef, Inc., 1998). 
This CD-ROM is a great reference collection and a starting 
place for anyone researching Native American ancestry. It 
contains scanned images of the following four books: 
The Final Rolls of the Citizens and Freedmen of the Five 
Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory (Commonly called the 
Dawes Final Rolls, printed by authority of Congress, circa 
1907.) 
Indian Territory, Descriptive Biographical and 
Genealogical, Including the Landed Estates, Country 
Seals, etc., etc. with a General History of the Territory 
(Referred to as "Gideon's"; NY and Chicago: Lewis 
Publishing Co., 1901) 
Notable Men of the Indian Territory at the Beginning of 
the Twentieth Century, 1904-1905, by Paul W.H. Dewitz 
(Muskogee: Southwestern Historical Co., Ca. 1905) 
The Indian Territory: Its Chiefs, Legislators and Leading 
Men, by H.F. & E.S. O'Beirne (St. Louis: C.B. Woodward 
Co., 1802) 
It also offers four searchable databases: 
Chilocco Indian School Alumni Records (approx. 18,000 
names) 
Index to Applications for Enrollment, 1896-1897 
Dawes Final Rolls 

Dawes Final Rolls - Rejected Names 
And a photo collection: 
Historical Images: Five Civilized Tribes, People and 

Places, Notable Leaders 
Plus the following catalogs & directories: 
Addresses for offices of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Addresses for Tribal Councils and organizations, nation-
wide 
National Archives microfilm catalog of Native American 
records 
List of microfilms of Native American records at NARA - 
Fort Worth 
Information about the Oklahoma Historical Society 
The CD also contains scanned images of documents from 
a sample Dawes Enrollment File and a Land Allotment 
File. Tracing Native American ancestry can be a 
challenge, requiring a blending of basic genealogy with 
records specific to Native Americans. This CD provides 
plenty of information to help you understand and get 
started with the specialized part of the search. 

Don't forget to sign the register each time you visit the 
Genealogy Section of the Auburn-Placer County Library. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

July 20-22 Millennium Conference sponsored by the 
Allen County Public Library is being held in Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana. For more information, send a postcard to 
Millennium Conference, do Historical Genealogy Dept, 
Allen County Public Library, P.O. Box 2270, Ft. Wayne, 
IN 46801-2270 or email Cwitcher@acpl.lib.in.us   

August 24-26 The British Isles Family History Society 
annual seminar on the Queen Mary, Long Beach, CA. 
Check their website at: 
http://www.rootsweb.comf—biflisusa 

September 6-9 Federation of Genealogical Societies and 
the Utah Genealogical Association present "A World of 
Records" National Family History Conference on, Salt 
Palace Convention Center, Salt Lake City, Utah. Call toll-
free for more information (888) 347-1500 or check the 
FGS sebsite at www.fgs.org  

September 23 PCGS 20"  Anniversary Seminar, Leslie 
Smith Collier at Burback Hall, DeWitt Center, 
Auburn. Register EARLY—deadline is September 8. See 
website or call voicemail for details or a copy of the 
brochure. 
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GENEALOGY SOFTWARE NEWS 
from Jacqui Marcella 

Genealogy, corn has decided to discontinue Ultimate 
Family Tree software but they will continue to sell and 
provide technical support for UFT version 3.0 through 
next year. In consolation, registered users will receive a 
free two-month subscription to the online Genealogy 
Library. For details check: 

http://www.ultimatefamilytree.com/freeglc.html  

Taking advantage of an opportunity to pick up Ultimate 
Family Tree users, Wholly Genes is offering to sell The 
Master Genealogist program to Ultimate Family Tree 
users for half price. Details about the special offer, are 
available at: 
http://www.whollygenes.com/html/prmay2000b.htm  

Wholly Genes Software also announced that they will 
introduce The Master Genealogist Upgrade v4.Oa at the 
National Genealogical Society conference in Providence, 
Rhode Island, May 31 - June 3, 2000. "This free 
downloadable upgrade includes a number of features that 
have been requested by our users, including more explicit 
control over roles, user-defined place fields, source 
citations embedded in memos, multi-part citation details, 
short place names, and the ability to record comments and 
life-spans of places." Special enhancements for users 
upgrading and transferring data from Ultimate Family Tree 
software are also included. A 32-bit upgrade, TMG v5.0, 
is expected to be released later this year. For more 
information, check their website: 

http://www.whollygenes.com/html/prmay2000a.htm  

GENEALOGY CHUCKLES 
(I found this posted at the Auburn Family History Library) 
Memo from the Director of the Family History Center in 
Salt Lake City: 

To the Family History Center, enclosed please find my 
grandmother. I have worked on her for 50 years without 
success. Now see what you can do. 

I've looked for grandpa for over 20 years. Do you have 
him in your library? 

I am sorry we do not have complete families. The trouble 
here is extracting the children from the minister. 

Our grandfather was found dead, crossing the plains in the 
library. 

For Sale: We have an antique desk just right for genealogy 
work and a lady, with thick legs, and large drawers. 

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
from Jacqui Marcella 

PCGS member, Chuck Knuthson, was recently featured 
on the front page of the Roseville, CA Press-Tribune. The 
Friday, May 19 article, written by Joanne Burkett, 
describes Chuck as "an avid, even obsessive, practitioner 
of America's third most popular hobby, genealogy" and 
then goes on to have Chuck tell his family's interesting 
story. 

Included in the essay were photographs of Chuck's 
ancestors, including great, great grandfather Jacob 
Knutson who emigrated from Holstein Germany to New 
York in 1852, and a photo of a great uncle in his World 
War I uniform. 

The article ends with these thoughts. "Despite his own 
extensive involvement in family research, Knuthson 
would be the first to agree that genealogy can seem 
daunting to a beginner, yet he always advises even the 
most uninspired or uninterested among us to at least talk 
to our oldest living relatives. They won't be around 
forever." 

.'.---, • 
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THE FUTURE IS HERE 
From Kith & Kin, Nevada County Genealogical Society 

Newsletter, Vol 9, No. 5, May 2000 

A researcher back East, Glen Toothman Ill, is developing 
a device called "Lasting Impressions Medallion". It is a 
coin shaped device that can be attached to graves and read 
by computer to get information about the deceased. The 
inventors are waiting for a patent. The transmitter will sell 
for three hundred dollars. To read them one must have a 
laptop computer or a fifty dollar scanner. 

Toothman said the device will be marketed to people who 
favor modest graves over granite memorials. The chip 
inside the medallion can hold enough data for one color 
picture and 5-10 pages of single spaced text about a 
person. It can also be programmed with internet links to 
audio or video messages from or about the person. 

ANCESTRY QUICK TIP 
from Genealogy Society of Vallejo Tap Root, 

Vol. 4, Issue 5, May/Jun 2000 

You know the location of your ancestors' graves. It's too 
far to get to, but you would give almost anything for a 
picture. 
TRY THIS- 
Send a letter describing your situation, a medium-size 
padded, self-addressed envelope and one of those cheap 
disposable cameras. The caretaker can stop by our family 
plot while mowing the grass or trimming the hedges, take 
snapshots of the stones and then place the camera back in 
the envelop and mail it back to you to develop the prints! 
Worst case scenario, you lose an $8 camera and postage; 
Best case scenario, you get priceless photos of your 
ancestor's burial place for the cost of a disposable camera 
and some postage. 

Deadline for September Newsletter 
August 24 General Meeting 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
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