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Evening meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County 
Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

Thursday Evening, September 28, 2000,7:00 p.m. 
Dr. Bob LaPerriere 

Nineteenth Century Medicine 

Dr. LaPerriere will present an overview of Nineteenth 
Century doctors and "doctors," the type of medicine 
practiced, medical problems of the gold seekers, and a 
discussion of the cholera epidemic in Sacramento. 

Dr. LaPerriere was a Staff Dermatologist with Pennanente 
Medical Group from 1972 - 1998. He is currently retired. 
He has earned several awards, teaches classes, and has 

- 	several publications. 

Coming to October 26 Meeting ..... 
Josie Vaughn, Italian Research 

Josie has been researching Italian records for 4 years and 
has become totally absorbed with it Her presentation is 
basic and could apply to research in almost any foreign 
country- 

OTHER PCGS MEETINGS: 

Day Study Group (first Tuesday of the month) meets in 
the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library. 

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9:30 am. to 11:00 am. in the  Senior 
Citizens Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 

Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, 
(530)432-1870 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our website 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

PLACER HERALD INDEXES UPDATED 
from Barbara Leak 

Indexes to birth, death and marriage notices in the Placer 
Herald newspaper have been updated on the PCGS web 
site. The indexes now cover the years 1852 to 1885. They 
include more than 1,500 births, 1,200 marriages and 2,000 
deaths. The place of each event has also been added to the 
new listings. To view the indexes, visit the PCGS web 
site at http:Ilwww.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html 

A printed copy of the index has been placed in the 
"California" pamphlet box on the shelves in the Genealogy 
Section of the Auburn-Placer County Library. The library 
copy contains more detailed infonnation than the web 
index, including full newspaper and event dates (the web 
version only provides the year), and an index to "next of 
kin" named in the death notices. 

Tuesday, October 3 from 10:00 am. until noon. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group (second Thursday 
of the month) meets at the LDS Church on Bell Road. For 
further information, call John Ferris at (530) 888-8477. 

Thursday, October 12 from 10:00 am. until noon. 

Placer Genealogical Society Board (third Tuesday of 
the month) meets at the LDS Church on Bell Road. 
Members are welcome to attend. 

Tuesday, October 17 at 10:00 am. 

WANTED: AN INDiVIDUAL INTERESTED IN 
PLACER COUNTY HISTORY... 

who would like to attend the Placer County Historical 
Society's quarterly meetings and act as a representative of 
the Placer County Genealogical Society. 

The next meeting will be held October 17 at 9 a.m. at the 
Native Sons of the Gold West Building on Court Street 
(across from the Court House). If interested, please call 
Joyce House, (530) 889-2970. 
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GENEALOGICAL ABBREVIATIONS 
from Pamela Bell Dallas 

Do -you ever find all those abbreviationsconfusing? And 
what do those designations behind genealogists names 
mean? Does it seem like you're reading a foreign 
language? Below are some of the abbreviations you might 
encounter in your genealogical pursuits: 

ACPL 
	

Allen County Public Library 
AG 
	

Accredited Genealogist 
AGO 
	

Adjutant General's Office 
APG 
	

Association of Professional 
Genealogists 

ASG 
	

American Society of Genealogists 
BCG 
	

Board for Certification of 
Genealogists 

BLM 
	

Bureau of Land Management 
CALS 
	

Certified American Lineage 
Specialist 

CG 
	

Certified Genealogist 
CGI 
	

Certified Genealogical Instructor 
CGL 
	

Certified Genealogical Lecturer 
CGRS 
	

Certified Genealogical Record 
Specialist 

CGS 
	

California Genealogical Society 
DAR 
	

Daughters of the American 
Revolution 

FASG 
	

Fellow, American Society of 
Genealogist 

FGS 
	

Federation of Genealogical 
Societies 

FLC 
	

Family History Library (Salt Lake 
City) 

FHLC 
	

Family History Library Catalog 
FSG 
	

Fellow, Society of Genealogists 
GAR 
	

Grand Army of the Republic 
GAS 
	

Genealogical Association of 
Sacramento 

GLO 
	

General Land Office 
ISBGFH 
	

International Society for British 
Genealogy and Family History 

LDS 
	

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints 

NARA 
	

National Archives and Records 
Administration 

NEHOS 
	

New England Historic 

NGS 
NSDAR 

	 Genealogical Society 
National Genealogical Society 
National Society of Daughters of 
the American Revolution 

NUCMC 
	

National Union Catalog of 
Manuscript Collections 

NCGS 
	

Nevada County Genealogical 
Society 
Ohio Genealogical Society OGS 

PAF 
	

Personal Ancestral File  

PCGS 
	

Placer County Genealogical 
Society 

PERSI 
	

Periodical Source Index (Allen 
County Public Library) 

RGS 
	

Roseville Genealogical Society 
SAMCC 
	

Sacramento Archives & Museum 
Collection Center 

SCV 
	

Sons of Confederate Veterans 
SUV 
	

Sons of Union Veterans 
UDC 
	

United Daughters of the 
Confederacy 

USGS 
	

United States Geological Survey 

MILITARY RECORDS ONLINE 
from Jacqui Marcella 

GenExchange is compiling a nice collection of free online 
military records. Records available include the 
Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Civil War, Spanish 
American War, World War I and World War II. Some 
states have more information than others. 

Currently there are 1.2 Million WWI Civilian Draft 
Records from 1917-18 which include information on men 
born between 1872 and 1900. You may find birth 
information in these records which may not be available 
otherwise. 

Military Record Request forms are available to downlo 
from this site also, along with addresses for each branch of 
the military To search these databases, go to the 
USGenExchange Military Records Collection at 
http.11www.genexchangeorgfmilitary.cfm 

LDS VITAL RECORDS INDEX 
AVAILABLE FOR WESTERN EUROPE 

The following article is from Eastman's Online Genealogy 
Newsletter and is copyright 2000 by Richard W. Eastman. It is 
re-published here with the permission of the author. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is now 
shipping the Vital Records Index - Western Europe. This 
set of indexes fills 21 CD-ROM disks plus one disk of 
software. The boundaries within Europe have changed 
frequently, but people tend to remain in place. Therefore, 
this set of CD-ROM dicks is described as covering certain 
regions rather than referring to countries. The regions 
covered are the Alpine, BeNeLux (Belgium, Netherlands 
and Luxembourg), French, German, Italian and Spanish 
regions. Hispanic researchers in the Western Hemisphere 
will note that the Spanish region coverage is extensive, 
filling  8 CD-ROM disks. This 22 CD-ROM set costs 
$27.00 when shipped from Salt Lake City to U.S. 
addresses. 
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GENEALOGY CHUCKLES 
Rom Dillon shares this Genealogy Humor 

© My family coat of anus ties at the back... .is that normal? 
© My family tree is a few branches short! 
© My ancestors must be in a witness protection program! 
© Shake your family tree and watch the nuts fail! 
© How can one ancestor cause so much TROUBLE?? 
© I'm not stuck, I'm ancestrally challenged 
© Isn't genealogy fun? The answer to one problem, leads to 
two more! 
© A family reunion is an effective form of birth control 
© A family tree can wither if nobody tends its roots 
© Any family tree produces some lemons, some nuts and a 
few bad apples 
© Ever find an ancestor HANGING from the family tree? 
© Genealogy is like playing hide and seek: They bide... I 
seek! 
© Genealogy: Tracing yourself back to better people 
© A pack rat is hard to live with, but makes a fine ancestor 
© I think my ancestors had several "Bad heir" days 
Q Only a Genealogist regards a step backwards, as progress 
© Share your knowledge, it is a way to achieve immortality 
© Heredity: Everyone believes in it until their children act 
like fools! 
© Cousins marrying cousins: A non-branching family tree 
© Documentation.. .The hardest part of genealogy 

KEYBOARD SHORTCUTS FOR WINDOWS 
from Jerry Unruh 

This article lists keyboard shortcuts you can use with 
Microsoft Windows 95 and 98. The following list provides 
some of the most frequently memorized key combinations: 

Copy 
	

CTRL+C 
Cut 
	

CTRL-'-X 
Paste 
	

CTRL+V 
Undo 
	

CTRL+Z 
Bold 
	

CTRL+B 
Underline 
	

CTRL+U 
Italic 
	

CTRL+I 

Help 
	

F! 
Open Start menu 
	

CTRL+ESC 
Switch between open programs ALT+TAB 
Quit program 
	 ALT+F4 

Delete items permanently 
	

SHIFT+DELETE 

For more shortcuts, visit the Microsoft website: 
http://support.microsoft.com/support/kb/articles/ql26/4/49. 
asp 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 

579 Kathleen Cane 
10390 Joeger Road 

Auburn, CA 95603 
530 823-9878 
E-Mail: kwcarle@wizwire.com  

580 Jim & Louise Lockhart 
7043 Berry Hill Court 
Orangevale, CA 95662-2637 
916 988-9434 
E-Mail: jim@2xtreme.net  

581 Elva Christian 
5186 Green Grove Lane 
Roseville, CA 95747 
916 7714091 
E-MaiL haroldquilmet.com  

582 Pam Cooke 
290 Pinewood Way 
Auburn, CA 95602 
530 878-0128 
E-Mail: cookel@pacbell.net  

583 Kai Miracle 
2431 Morrene Drive 
Placerville, CA 95667 
530 622-7414 
E-Mail: mistymiss@pacbell.net  

584 Joan Knodel 
10494 Drexel Ct 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 
916 363-7007 
E-Mail: joanknodel@aol.com  

585 Joanne Burkett 
7107 Carriage Drive 
Citrus Heights, CA 95621 
916 722-1685 
E-Mail: burkiworks@excite.com  

Margaret Mueller 
8540 Diamond Oak Way 
Elk Grove, CA 95624-1747 
916 685-2280 
E-Mail: mmueller@softcom.net  

Frank Peacock 
10395 Bluelight Lane 
Auburn, CA 95603 
530 889-1439 
E-Mail: dad920@jps.net  

ADDRESS CHANGES 

255 William & Jean Foskett 
402 Starbridge Ct. 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-4723 
(925) 685-1893 

304 Marjorie Willis 
325 Kempton Street #100 
Spring Valley, CA 91977 
619 267-5756 
E-Mail: mdwillis@jps.net  
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All of the newspaper microfilms have 
been moved to a new, larger 

microfilm cabinet in the heart of the Genealogy Section. 
Not only are the newspaper films now more conveniently 
located closer to the film reader, they also are in drawers 
where it will be easier to keep them in order. The Placer 
Herald, our earliest newspaper beginning in September 
1852, is in the top drawer. The second drawer contains a 
number of other early newspapers, including the Dutch Flat 
Enquirer (1863-1868), the Newcastle News (1892-1896), 
the Placer (Republican) Argus (1872-1918), the Stars and 
Stripes (1867-1871), the Union Advocate (1862-1863), 
and others. The Auburn Journal collection begins in 1913 
and fills several drawers with issues up to the present. 
Thank you to the Auburn Library. The genealogists and 
local historians who use the newspapers regularly will 
really appreciate the improvement of the new cabinet. 

News of the update to our Index to the Placer Herald Vital 
Statistics appears elsewhere in this newsletter. 

Both I and the reference librarians have noted and 
commented on the heavy use of the microfilm/fiche printer 
by people who are reading the films. As our society's 
research chair, I frequently stop by the library to do a quick 
obituary look-up and copy only to be stopped by someone 
who is on the printer casually reading a microfilm. To help 
alleviate the problem, the library has a new rule: Use of the 
microfilm/fiche printer is limited to one hour when others 
are waiting. We do have another, older microfilm reader in 
the library. We (PCGS) are exploring the possibility of 
refurbishing it or replacing it with a newer model. 

The two large binders of quarterly updates to the Suiro 
Library shelf list have been removed from the Genealogy 
Shelves. The quarterly updates are no longer printed 
because Suiro's catalog is available on-line. You can 
search Suiro's holdings by visiting the California State 
Library's web site at http://www.library.ca.gov/. From there 
you can link to either the California State Library Catalog 
or the Melvyl Catalog. (hi addition to the State Library and 
Suiro Library, Melvyl catalogs the holdings of the 
University of California campus libraries.) If you don't 
have Internet access at home, you can use it at any of the 
branches of the Placer County Library. 

Drum roll, please. I am extraordinarily pleased to announce 
that we finally have a ten year, written agreement -- signed, 

sealed and delivered -- with the Auburn Library regarding 
the housing of our society's book collection in the library. 
This agreement has been three or four years in the works, 
has undergone negotiation and/or review by our society's 
board of directors, the county librarian, and the county's 
legal counsel. Under the terms of the agreement, all books 
placed in the library by PCGS remain the property of 
PCGS and will be identified as such. The agreement also 
sets forth policy regarding the purchasing, processing 
and maintenance of the books. Many thanks to PCGS 
board member Pam Dallas for her assistance in 
researching, authoring and negotiating the agreement, and 
to Elaine Reed, Placer County Director of Library 
Services, for her cooperation and ready acceptance of the 
agreement 

As many of you know, PCGS has been holding a sizeable 
inventory of books in storage. Our board of director's 
have appreciated your patience with the "no growth" state 
of our library while this agreement was being worked out. 
(Even though you probably did not always understand 
what was causing the long delay.) Now, we must ask you 
to be patient a bit longer. Before being placed on the 
library shelves, our books must be processed by both your 
devoted society librarian (book reviews written, 
bookplates prepared, shelf-list updated) and the library 
staff (library cataloging). It won't happen overnight, but 
we all look forward to seeing many new books on our 
library shelves in the near future. 
Happy 20th anniversary, PCGS! 

Please Sign the Register Each Time You Use the 
Genealogy Section in the Auburn-Placer County Library. 

S 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 23- PCGS Twentieth Anniversary 
Seminar, Leslie Smith Collier at Burback Ball, 
DeWitt Center, Auburn. See website or call voice mail 
for details or a copy of the brochure. 

October 25 - G.A.S. Bus trip to National Archives and 
Sutro library. Cost is $25, for information call 
Ann Karacas (916) 372-0606 or Ralpha Crouse 
(916) 689-4524. 

November 11 - Sacramento LDS Genealogy Seminar 
in Roseville. (It was originally scheduled for a week 
earlier.) Details next month. 

OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

There are a few changes to note in the 
Auburn Library. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
So many of our members passed away in August Our 
sincere sympathies go out to their families and those close 
to them. 

Phil Slater passed away on August 11. Phil worked for 
Lockheed Missiles & Space before moving to Auburn. In 
addition to being a PCGS member, he also was a member 
of the Sons of the American Revolution, Sierra Mustang 
Club, the Sacramento Gladiolus Society, and North 
American Gladiolus Council. Our condolences to his 
wife, Maureen, and family. 

Gerald Willis passed away on August 13. Marjorie tells 
us that they moved to a San Diego retirement village in 
July. While the moving van was at their house in Auburn, 
Gerald was in an auto accident, which caused plaque from 
the carotid artery to loosen, and slowly travel to his brain. 
Gerald was born in Saskatchewan, Canada, was in the 
Royal Canadian Air Force for :5 years. He met Marjorie in 
Vancouver, and they married in 1943. In 1981 they moved 
to Auburn. Marjorie sends her regards to the PCGS 
members. Our condolences to Marjorie. 

Long-time PCGS member Gwendolyn Bergsma passed 
away on August 23. Gwen was a serious genealogist for 
over 30 years, developing an expertise in Irish research. A 
volunteer at the Nevada City Family History Center, Gwen 
also was a member of the Grass Roots Genealogy Group 
and the Nevada County Genealogical Society, and was Past 
Regent of the Captain John Oldham Chapter, Daughters of 
the American Revolution. Our condolences to Gwen's 
family. 

I just learned that Jean Shenk's husband also recently 
passed away in August I haven't been able to get details  in 
time for this newsletter. Our condolences to Jean. 

MARIA BROWER COMPLETES 
STUDY COURSE 

Congratulations to PCGS member Maria Brower. Maria 
has completed the National Genealogical Society's 
challenging home study program, American Genealogy: A 
Basic Course 

FINDING RECORDS OF RAILROAD 
EMPLOYEES 

from the Genealogy Sckiety of Vallejo TapRoot, JuL4ug 2000, 
VoL 4, Issue 6 
Finding an ancestor's railroad-employment records can 
prove to be a challenging task if the railroad no longer 
exists. Most existing railroads, however, have regional 
record offices that maintain personnel and pension 
records. Some railroads have Web sites that you can 
search for information. If you know, for instance, that 
your ancestor worked for the Union Pacific Railroad, you 
can start by searching at the Union Pacific Railroad home 
page: http:llwww.uprr.com/ 

You can also write to the railroad's personnel office for 
assistance in finding pension records of former 
employees. These records contain information on next of 
kin, birth and identifying information, and last known 
address. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385, Auburn. CA 
95604 VOICEMAIL (530) 887-2646. 
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HANSEN'S TEN RULES FOR USING 
iNDEXES 

submitted by Barbara Leak 
from James Hansen, State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
via Rock Co. (Wisc) Genealogical Society Member News, 
Vol 23, #1. 

1. An index is only an index It is not a substitute for the 
record being indexed. 
2. The larger the size of the index; the more easily 
pertinent listings are overlooked. 
3. In a given record, any vowel may at any point be 
substituted for any other vowel or record. 
4. Virtually every pre-WWII record, in whatever form we 
see it today, originated as an attempt by an individual to 
put on paper what he or she thought was heard. 
5. There is no perfect indexing system. 
6. It doesn't matter how you spell your name, it only 
matters how the indexer spelled it 
7. Just because an index is described as complete or 
comprehensive, doesn't mean it is complete or 
comprehensive. 

8.11 you haven't found it in an index, you can only 
conclude that you haven't found it in an index. You 
cannot conclude that it's not in the record. 
9. The index isn't always at the back  of the book 
10. Sometimes it's better to ignore the index altogether. 

Thanks to all those who contributed to this 
month's newsletter. Please fret free to send me some of 
your favorite websites, funny stories and jokes, or 
other Items of interest as Barbara, Pam, Jerry, Joyce 
and Roni have done ....the editor. 

Deadline for October Newsletter. 
September 28, General Meeting 
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