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Evening meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
	

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County 

	 PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 
Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 	 Or check our website 

http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

Thursday Evening, March 22, 2001, 7:00 p.m. 
"BRAINSTORMING TO 
BETTER GENEALOGY" 

...a discussion on ideas to help yourself and to help 
others too... .featuring: Barbara Leak, Pam Dallas, 

Cindy Toffelmier, Jacqul Marcella 

Next Month, April 26; Nancy Morebeck will discuss 
Civil War Draft Records 

OTHER PCGS MEETINGS: 
Day Study Group (first Tuesday of the month) meets at 
the LDS Building on Bell Road in Auburn. Focus topic 
will be how to get started in your genealogical research 
using Auburn Family History Center material. If you're 
new to genealogy, or you have a "brick wall" that needs a 
fresh look, or you just want an excuse to talk genealogy, 
come join us! For questions or further information, contact 
Cindy at toffpacbell.net. 

Tuesday, April 3 from 10:00 a.m. until noon. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group (second Thursday of 
the month) meets at the LDS Church on Bell Road. For 
further information, call John Ferns at (530) 888-8477. 

Thursday, April 12 from 10:00 a.m. until noon. 

Placer Genealogical Society Board (third Tuesday of the 
month) meets at the LDS Church on Bell Road. Members 
are welcome to attend. 

Tuesday, April 17 at 9:30 a.m. 

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
....,.. Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Senior 

Citizens Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, 
(530) 432-1870 

DAY STUDY GROUP UPDATE 
by Cindy Toffelmier 

The March Study Group had something for all who 
attended. We discussed our experiences using the search 
engine Google and discovered how to refme searches and 
eliminate ones that produced thousands of results. 
Member Beth Everhart reported on her research into early 
Kentucky Tax Records. Questions on individual research 
problems were considered by all and advise for new 
research strategies offered hope for breaking through old 
"brick walls." A presentation on Researching in California 
ended by using what we had learned in a "scavenger hunt" 
in the Auburn Family History Center. For those who 
attended, bring your search results to the next Study Group 
and share your learning experience with all. Our next Study 
Group session will be April 3, 10:00-12:00am at the LDS 
Building on Bell Road. See details under PCGS Meetings. 

REPORT ON THE PLACER COUNTY 
HISTORICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

by Toni Rosasco 
"Visitors in search of history and genealogical research 
create a positive economic impact on local businesses... 
one that is noticed by political and business leaders," said 
Elizabeth De Palma, Executive Director Tourism for Placer 
County at the quarterly meeting of the Historical 
Association Advisory Committee. She requested that all 
history groups such as PCGS provide her office with 
referral information and up-to-date publicity about special 
events so that she can direct visitors to the most valuable 
resources. 

The Arts Council of Placer County has received a grant to 
survey visitors to fairs, art festivals and history-related 
activities to determine how much money flows into the 
County as a result of these activities. PCGS will be asked 
to participate in this survey in the near future. TOM 
ROSASCO AND ALICE BOTHELLO will represent 
PCGS at future meetings of this group. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
March 24 - Sonoma County Genealogical Society 
hosts an all-day seminar featuring Helen Leary at the 
Luther Burbank Center in Santa Rosa. For more 
information call Audrey Phillips (707) 763-4492 or check 
their website: www.rootsweb.coml—cascgs/leary.htm 

March 28 - G.A.S. Bus trip to National Archives and 
Sutro library. (Also May 23 & Oct. 24) Cost is $26, for 
information call Ann Karacas (916) 372-0606 or Raipha 
Crouse (916) 689-4524. 

March 31- PCGS sponsors free "TRACING YOUR 
FAMILY TREE: HOW TO BEGIN" SEMINAR on 
Saturday, March 31, 2001, from 9:00 am to 3:30 pm., at the 
Auburn-Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street, 
Auburn. The seminar's companion handbook may be 
purchased for $8. Bring a sack lunch. 

May 16-19 - NGS 2001 Conference in the States, 
Oregon Convention Center, Portland, OR For more 
information, check their website: ngsgenealogy.org  

June 2 - Root Cellar's Curt Witcher Seminar, details to 
follow 

Oct 27-28 NGS Regional Conference in San Francisco 
co-hosted by California Genealogical Society. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385, Auburn CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646. 
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****** * * * 

NEW AT THE PLACER COUNTY 
MUSEUM GIFT SHOP 

from The Placer, A Voice of History, January-February 2001 

New books available at the museum gift shop: 
Calfomia 1850, A Snapshot in Time by Janice Marschner, 
gives us a look at California at the time of statehood. Of 
course Auburn is in Sutter County. Maps, lists of Rancho 
grants, time line and some photos of buildings of that era 
are included. 

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR PCGS 
MEMBERSHIP YET? 

Membership fees were due January 1. We need to 
reet'ive your membership renewal before April Ito avoid 
dropping you from the mailing IisL Don't let this be your 
last issue of Placer Trails—we'd miss you. A renewal form 
is included on page five of this newsletter. Please include 
your email address on the form if you would like to be 
included in our email list. 

HOME STUDY HONOR ROLL 

Students who complete the National Genealogical Society's 
home study course, American Genealogy: A Basic Course, 
expend considerable effort as the course is demanding. 
Each year NGS extends special recognition to those 
students who have demonstrated their mastery of the 
lessons with high exam scores and written work that met or 
exceeded assignment objectives. PCGS congratulates two 
of our members, BARBARA LEAK AND NANCY 
MCCLELLAN, who have been named to the Honor Roll 
for 2000. 

********* 

WINNER OF SILENT AUCTION 

Congratulations to BOBBEIT MCCLELLAN who 
placed the winning bid for the reference book, The Source 
at the February meeting. At the March 22 evening meeting, 
we will be previewing our next item for silent auction, 
Printed Sources, which will available for bid at the April 
General meeting. Watch the newsletter for other upcoming 
auction items 
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application acts. Overall, this is an interesting book that 
takes you beyond the dry, genealogical facts of dates and 
places. Anyone who is writing—not just researching, but 
actually writing—a family history should read this book 
for the lessons on creating a family story out of your 
genealogy. (Call #R 929.1082 Car Geneal) 

A Genealogist's Guide to 
Discovering Your English Ancestors: 

How to Find and Record Your Unique Heritage, by Paul 
Milner and Linda Jonas (Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 
2000). 
It's easier to trace your English ancestors from this side of 
the ocean than in England. So claim the authors of this 
book which focuses on English research procedures 
utilizing the Internet, local public and university libraries, 
and LDS family history centers. Milner and Jonas 
emphasize the importance of first consulting modem 
research tools—the many web sites, record indexes and 
databases devoted to English records. Next, you move on 
to the original records themselves. Civil registration 
certificates, census, probate records (with separate chapters 
on pre-1858 and post-1857 records), and parish registers 
are all discussed, with explanations on how to analyze the 
records in depth, and answers to "why can't I fmd my 
ancestors?" in the various records and indexes. Several web 
sites, microfilm/fiche numbers and repository addresses are 
referenced throughout the book. This is a very well 
organized guide that takes you step-by-step through the 
process of researching English ancestry. (Call #R 929.1072 
Mil Geneal). 

A Genealogist's Guide to Discovering Your Female 
Ancestors: Special Strategies for Uncovering Hard-to-
Find Information About Your Female Lineage, by 
Sharon DeBartolo Camiack (Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 
1998). 
If you feel frustrated by the lack of facts and biographical 
detail to be found on your female ancestors, this book 
supplies ideas on how to bring the silent women to life. 
Cannack discusses records created by women and records 
created about women. Most of them are familiar sources, 
but through case studies she shows how to learn more 
about the women by studying records of the men around 
them. She advises you to think about the lives of the 
women within their roles as daughter, wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister, niece, granddaughter, friend and 
neighbor. An entire chapter is devoted to writing about 
women. Carmack suggests studying women's social history 
to learn about the customs, attitudes and life styles of the 
time, then weaving this information into a narrative about 
the kind of life your female ancestor probably lived. She 

, 	gives examples of how to do this. Also presented is an 
overview of the legal rights of women in America, 
covering property, inheritance and divorce laws, 
naturalization laws, and widow's military pension 

OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
by Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

New on the Genealogy Shelves in 
the Auburn Library: 

Notice: The microfilm/fiche printer in the Auburn Library 
is currently out-of-order. As this is being written, it is 
unknown when the machine will be operational again. 

Please Sign the Register each Time You Use the 
Genealogy Section in the Auburn-Placer County Library. 

- rn 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 

# 593 Barbara Braker 
1917 New Jersey St, Fairfield CA 94533 

Barbara included the following information on her 
application. "My connection with Placer Co. is through the 
McFadden, Pendergast families of Forest Hill. My 
grandfather William McFadden was associated with Lake 
Tahoe and employed by the Kent Family of Mann Co, in 
the early 1900's. We still own the cabin he built on the 
Lake in 1912. 

#598 M. Anne Thompson 
12387 Incline Drive, Auburn CA 95603 
530-823-1188 
thompson.anne@alum.calberkeley.org  

#599 Dorothy Pefferle 
245 Duncan Hill Rd, Auburn CA 95603 
530-889-0553 
dorothyc@pacbell.net  

#600 Lonnie Thorpe 
990 South Dowd Rd, Lincoln CA 95648 
916-645-1515 
lonnie.tprodigy.net  

#601 Ed Hunt 
900 Haywire Ranch Rd, Colfax CA 95713 
530-878-0490 
Dhunt@neworld.net  

BEVERLY RUSSELL shares this genealogy humor: 
Theory of relativity: If you go back far enough, 

we're all related. 
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WHAT'S NEW ON THE INTERNET? 
by Jacqui Marcella 

Share your internet discoveries with us by emailing 
me at JMarcela@pacbell.net  or see me at one of 
the meetings 

UNITED STATES VETERANS OF THE WAR 
WITH MEXICO 1846-1848 

This site has information on the more than 100,000 men 
who served in the War with Mexico, including volunteers 
from the following states: Alabama; Arkansas; California; 
Florida; Georgia; Illinois; Indiana: Iowa (Mormon 
Battalion); Kentucky; Louisiana; Maryland and the District 
of Columbia; Massachusetts; Michigan; Mississippi; 
Missouri; New Jersey; New York; North Carolina; 
Pennsylvania: Ohio; South Carolina; Tennessee; Texas; 
and Virginia. Included is an online index to Mexican War 
rosters and a list of printed rosters of Mexican War 
veteran records which may be found in public, university 
or genealogical libraries. 

http://www.dmwv.org/mwvets/vetrost.htm#online  

SAN FRANCISCO CALL DATABASE INDEX has 
been updated to include the year 1893. 

http://feeflis.org/fdb2/sfcalli.html  

LINCOLN CEMETERY, PLACER CO, CA has been 
added to the list of databases at Rootsweb. To check this 
database and to view a complete listing of databases 
organized by state, check: 

http://searches.rootsweb.com/regional.htmi  

FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRANSLATOR shared by 
RON! DILLON: I've been using this free translation site 
to write to a German Behi in German and it is a wonderful 
thing to use for overseas work. Free Translation from 
English to Spanish, French, German, Portuguese, Italian, 
and Norwegian. All I do is put in the English Text and it 
pops out German. Great site. 

www.freetranslation.com  

ROM also shares this neat site: U.S. SURNAME 
DISTRIBUTION MAPS. Type in your surname and get 
aUS map showing the distribution of people with that 
surname. Covers 1850, 1880, 1920 and 1990. 

http://www.hamrick.com/names/  

MOLECULAR GENEALOGY - 
A DNA APPROACH 

by Barbara Leak 

Researchers at Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, 
are using DNA to reconstruct worldwide genealogies—and 
we have the opportunity to help. 

We all receive genetic material from our biological 
parents. By analyzing certain unique genetic markers, it is 
possible to determine if two people descend from a 
common ancestor. With a large database of genetic and 
genealogical information, DNA scientists can help 
genealogists identify specific geographic areas, families, 
clans or tribal groups to which their ancestors belonged. 

We are invited to take part in a study designed to create a 
very large molecular genetic database that will link 
molecular DNA information to known written pedigrees. 
Anyone can participate. All you have to do is: 
1. Be at least 18 years old. 
2. Provide a 4-generation pedigree chart, complete to the 

best of your knowledge, with names, birth dates and 
birthplaces. 

3. Pre-register for one of six sessions for collecting DNA 
samples. 

4. Show up for the session and donate a sample of your 
DNA (actually, a small sample of blood). 

The whole process takes about 10 minutes. 

The sessions for collecting blood samples will take place at 
the LDS Church, Sacramento East Stake Center, 2745 
Eastern Avenue, Carmichael. (Most of us know this 
location better as the Sacramento Family History Center.) 
Sessions are scheduled for the following two weekends: 
Friday, May 11 at 6:00 pm; Saturday, May 12 at 9:00 am 
and at 6:00 pm Friday, June 8 at 6:00 pm; Saturday, June 9 
at 9:00 am and at 6:00 pm 

Registration forms will be available at upcoming PCGS 
meetings. For more information, visit the following web 
sites: http://molecular-genealogy.byu.edu  and 
www.sites.netscape.netlsacramentothc/homepage. 
Questions? Contact Mel Stephensen: 916-967-2142, 
mel@janset.com; Ann Karacas: 916-372-0606; or Lee 
Battershell: 916-966-3166, Lbattershe@aol.com  

This is a unique opportunity for you to contribute to 
genealogical and medical research, and to preserve your 
genetic heritage for future generations. 
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WATCH FOR YOUR FREE SUBSCRIPTION TO 
THE PLACER, A VOICE OF HISTORY 

by Jacqui Marcella 
From time to time I have quoted articles from the Placer 
County Museum's publication, The Placer, A Voice of 
History. Because TONI ROSASCO is attending their 
meetings as a representative of PCGS, we are all entitled 
to receive their bimonthly publication. Watch your mailbox 
for this interesting newsletter. 

w •* 

THANK YOU TO tHESE PCGS MEMBERS WHO 
HAVE GENEROUSLY CONTRIBUTED TO OUR 
LIBRARY BOOK FUND 

MARCH IS WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH 
by Jacqui Marcella 

Obtain tips on researching and writing about the women in 
your family tree from an article entitled Mystery Women at 
http:/Iwww.familytreemagazine.com/articles/aprOl/  
female.html 
This article appears in the Family Tree Magazine's 
March-April issue and was written by Sharon DeBartolo 
Carmack, author of "A Genealogist's Guide to Discovering 
Your Female Ancestors" (See Barbara Leak's review of 
this book in this month's Off The Shelf). 

Ancestry.com  also has some ideas on researching female 
ancestors. Check their free Family History Compass 
Archive for 3/5/2001, Looking for the Ladies in the Family 
Tree by Juliana Smith at: 
http:/Iancestry.com/library/view/columns/compass/  
3493.asp 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM FOR 2001 
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society and mail to: 
Placer County Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

NAME: 
	

FIRST 	 MIDDLE 	 LAST 
	

(MAIDEN) 

SPOUSE'S NAME 
	

E-MAIL ADDRESS 	 TELEPHONE (with area code) 

ADDRESS (Please include zip code) 

	 $11.00 Individual Membership   $15.00 Family Membership 

	Book Fund Contribution 	 TOTAL ENCLOSED 

Our PCGS member list is made available to our membership. We respect the privacy of our members. 

Do you want your postal address listed in the membership directory? 	YES 
	

NO 
Do you want your telephone number listed in the membership directory? YES 

	
NO 

Do you want your email address listed in the membership directory? 	YES 
	

NO 

If we were to publish our membership directory on the PCGS web site (we do NOT do this at this time): 
Would you want your postal address listed? 	YES 	NO 
Would you want your telephone number listed? YES NO 
Would you want your email address listed? 	YES NO 
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HOMESTEAD LAWS FROM 
"THE MODOC INDEPENDENT" AUG. 21, 1884 

The word homestead, as applied in the United States, 
signifies a tract of land given away by the government as a 
free gift forever, on the single condition that the person 
accepting the gift shall live upon the land and cultivate it, 
and make it his home for five years. Any citizen of-the 
United States, who is the head of a family, or an unmarried 
person over the age of 21 years, is entitled to a homestead 
of 160 acres. Persons of foreign birth may avail themselves 
of the benefit of this law by declaring their intention to 
become citizens; and this they can do immediately after 
their arrival in this country. 

A person wishing to enter a homestead must go the United 
States Land Office of the district, or to the clerk of the 
county in which the land is located, and file his application 
and affidavit in accordance with legal forms which will be 
furnished him at the Land Office. The Land Office fees are 
from $16 to $22, which must be paid at the time of his 
filing his application. Within 6 months after filing his 
application at the Land Office, the settler must commence 
living upon and improving the land, and thereafter for five 

years he must make this tract his actual home. A -soldier 
who servednot less than 90 days inthe army -during the 
late rebellion, is required -to -live -on the land five years, -less 
the time he served in the army. At the expiration of five 
years, or within two years thereafter, on -making proof at 
the Land Office by two competent witnesses that he has 
complied with all the requirements of the law, and paying 
an additional $6 to $12, he will receive from the 
government a complete and absolute title to the land. 

If after six months' residence the homestead settler should 
desire to get a full title to the land, he can do so by making 
proof of settlement and cultivation up to date, and paying 
the Government price of $1.25 or $2.50, according to 
location - that is within or without the boundary lines of 
railroad grants. 

Homesteads, until the issuing of the patents, are free from 
taxation, and cannot be sold or taken away for debt, but are 
absolutely secure to the settler until the requirements of the 
Homestead Law have been fulfilled. 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
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