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Evening meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County 
Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group (second Thursday of 
the month) meets at the LDS Church on Bell Road. For 
further information, call John Ferris at (530) 888-8477. 

Thursday, May 10 from 10:00 a.m. until noon. 

Thursday Evening, April 26, 2001, 7:00 p.m. 
CIVIL WAR UNION DRAFT RECORDS 

NANCY MOREBECK 

Nancy has taught beginning genealogy for the past eight 
years through her local society, community centers, 
museums, archives and area junior college. She is past 
president and research chair of the Solano County 
Genealogical Society and has published three genealogy 
books, two on California, and one on Civil War Union 
Draft Records 

NEXT MONTH, MAY 24, 2001, 7:00 p.m. 
"Preservation and Storage of Documents, Photos, 
Negatives, and Books." Anne Mason, Conservation 
Specialist, California State Archives. 

OTHER PCGS MEETINGS: 

Day Study Group (first Tuesday of the month) meets at 
the LDS Building on Bell Road in Auburn. 
From Cindy Toffelmier: Our April 3rd meeting took us to 
the Auburn Family History Center to discover and explore. 
After a short general tour we tackled the individual 
concerns brought up by attendees. We discovered how to 
order and use Soundex films and explored the difference 
between the Ancestry File and the IGI. . If you are a 
beginner looking for support, have a "brick wall" that 
needs a fresh perspective, or are an experienced researcher 
with knowledge to share, Study Group is for you. Come 
join us! 

Tuesday, May 1 from 10:00 a.m. until noon.  

Placer Genealogical Society Board (third Tuesday of the 
month) meets at the LDS Church on Bell Road. Members 
are welcome to attend. 

Tuesday, May 15 at 9:30 am. 

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9:30 am, to 11:00 a.m. in the Senior 
Citizens Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, 
(530) 432-1870 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our web site 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

JOIN US FOR BRUNCH 
One of the brainstorms from our last general meeting was 
to get together for brunch. If you would like to get better 
acquainted with other PCGS members or enjoy meeting 
with old friends, join us on Thursday, May 3 at 
10:00 am at Denny's Restaurant on Highway 49 in 
Auburn. (In the Bel Air Shopping Center) You can sign 
up at the next general meeting, leave a message on our 
phone line or send me an email: JMarcela@pacbell.net.  

SILENT AUCTION IN APRIL 
from Joyce House 

At our next General Meeting, April 26, 2001, we will be 
auctioning off the following book in our Silent Auction: 
Printed Sources: A Guide to Published Genealogical 
Records Edited by Kory L. Meyerink This book discusses 
all aspects of published genealogical sources including 
recent electronic publications on compact disk. This is 
another good reference guide for your genealogy home 
library. Its retail value is $49.95, starting bid, $25. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
April 27-29 - Scottish Games & Gathering 125' 
Anniversary, Yolo County Fairgrounds, Woodland, 
(916) 557-0764 or http://www.saccaledonian.org  

May 5 - LDS Family History Seminar, Finding Family 
Facts, 8-4:30 at the Roseville Stake, 211 Estates Dr., 
Roseville. $6.00 if you pre-register, $9 at the door. For 
registration forms and more information, see their web site 
http://sites.netscape.net/sacramentoflic/homepage  

May 11, 12, June 8, 9 - Molecular Genealogy 
Researchers at Brigham Young University in Provo, UT 
are using DNA to reconstruct worldwide genealogies. 
DNA sample collections will take place at the LDS 
Church, 2745 Eastern Avenue, Sacramento. For more 
information, check the Sacramento FFIC web site listed 
above or http://molecular-genealogy.byu.edu  

May 16-19 - NGS 2001 Conference in the States, 
Oregon Convention Center, Portland, OR. For more 
information, check their web site: ngsgenealogy.org  

APPRECIATION AND THANKS 
..to all that participated in our "brainstorming session" 
at the March General Meeting. We got lots of great ideas. 

...to those that manned a booth at the Family History Day 
at the State Archives and did a terrific job selling our 
maps, forms, etc.: DAVE COFFMAN, RON! DILLON, 
JEANNE BEHL-ROUNSA YELL, BARBARA LEAK, 
CINDY TOFFELMIER, BOBBETTE MC CLELLAN 

...to CINDY TOFFELMIER, BARBARA LEAK, PAM 
DALLAS who manned a booth at the Helen Leary 
seminar in Santa Rosa to promote our society and sell our 
maps, books, forms. 

...to DAVE COFFMAN for finding and donating the 
round mailing seals that we are using to close up the 
newsletter for mailing. 

...to RUTH RICHARDS who helped with the newsletter 
mailing last month 

May 23 - G.A.S. Bus trip to National Archives and 
Sutro library. (Also Oct. 24) Cost is $26, for informat 
call Ann Karacas (916) 372-0606 or Raipha Crouse 
(916) 689-4524. 

...to ELINOR SHEETS and THE GRASS ROOTS 
GROUP for making us feel so welcome when some of us 

on 	attended your meeting in March. 

June 2 - Root Cellar's Curt Witcher Seminar at 
Woodcreek High School Theater, 2551 Woodcreek Oaks, 
Roseville. Doors open at 8:00 am, seminar is 9-3:45. 
Register early, seating limited. Cost for non-members is 
$27.00 by May 19, after May 19 the cost is $30. Lunch can 
be purchased at the seminar. 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIP 
by Jacqui Marcella 

From the response at the March General Meeting, it seems 
a lot of people are interested in going on field trips. Roni 
Dillon and I are planning a June field trip to the 
National Archives in San Bruno. Details will be in the 
May newsletter and a sign up sheet will be available at the 
May General Meeting. Is anyone else interested in 
planning a Fall field trip? You get to pick the place, date 
and time. I'll advertise it in the newsletter and we can do 
sign ups at the general meeting, by email and/or phone. 
Talk to your genealogy buddies and come up with some 
great places to visit! 

HOW TO BEGIN SEMINAR REPORT 
by Barbara Leak, Seminar Chair 

We had a huge turn-out for our annual "How to 
Begin" seminar on March 31. Twenty-two members 
and forty visitors filled the room. To all of the new 
genealogists, we wish you lots of good luck and 
encouragement as you begin researching your family 
trees. We also wish to thank our member volunteers 
who helped make the seminar a great success: 
refreshments Joyce House and Ruth Richards; 
registration Bobette McClellan and Suzan Vander 
Linden; supplies table Dave and Donna Coffman; 
and speakers Pam Dallas, Barbara Leak, Cindy 
Toffelniier, Jerry Unruh, and Missy Wilson 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian 

The following books are new on the 
Circulating Shelves in the Auburn-
Placer County Library. They may be 
checked out for reading at home. 

How to Find Your Family Roots and 
Write Your Family History, by William Latham and 
Cindy Higgins (Santa Monica, Calif.: Santa Monica Press, 
2000) 
This is a book for the "soon-to-be" genealogist. It is a very 
basic introduction to genealogy, aimed at sparking the 
curiosity of the complete beginner. Yet, it does not really 
contain enough depth to serve as a useful research guide. 
The book's true purpose seems to be to inspire you to write 
your family history. To that end, it gives some interesting, 
but still fairly general, advice. Writing a family history is a 
worthy goal for every genealogist and perhaps this book 
will encourage more people to do so, but the beginner who 
reads this book will soon learn that you do not go from the 
"finding your roots" phase to the "writing your family 
history" phase quite as easily or as quickly as this book 
implies. (Call 9929.1 Lat) 

The Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Your Family 
History, by Lynda Rutledge Stephenson (Indianapolis: 
Alpha Books, 2000) 
If you are interested in writing your family history, this 
book will give you more guidance and inspiration than the 
one reviewed above. Like the previous book, The 
Complete Idiot's Guide provides a basic introduction to 
genealogy research, but includes more advice on the 
importance of documenting your facts, reading old 
handwriting and avoiding some of genealogy's pitfalls. 
There is lots of good advice on conducting family 
interviews, unearthing the family stories and dealing with 
family skeletons. Mostly, though, this is a book about how 
to write, rather than how to research. It includes 
information on proper sentence structure, spelling and 
punctuation, avoiding cliches, editing and proofreading, 
and self-publishing. Hopefully, by the time you read this 
book, you'll have done your research and will be ready to 
allow this book to help you create a written history that 
will interest and excite your relatives. (Call 9929.1 Ste) 

debunking a popular family myth: "Grandma was a 
Cherokee princess." The Cherokee culture had no such 
title. The book then leads you into the search for your true 
ancestry using the various Cherokee census rolls, the 1900 
federal census, records of the Cherokee Agency in 
Tennessee, the Cherokee Citizenship Court, and the U.S. 
Congressional Serial Set. The focus is on federal records 
that are unique, or of special value, to researching 
Cherokee and Native American genealogy. Examples and 
illustrations of the records are presented throughout the 
book. However, this book is not just about genealogy. It is 
also about the history and culture of the Cherokee people. 
It contains information about the Cherokee language, 
traditional dress, music and dance, migration, and tribal 
enrollment. If you know or suspect that the heritage of the 
Cherokee runs in your blood, you will enjoy reading 
Cherokee Proud. (Call 9929.1 McC) 

Please Sign the Register each Time You Use the 
Genealogy Section in the Auburn-Placer County 
Library. 

• 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 

#602 John Bohnert 
bohnertj'j'@webtv.net  
530-274-0670 
126 West Berryhill Dr. 
Grass Valley 95945 

4603 M.arilou Ficklin 
mfcklin@cwiacom 
530-346-9703 
1260 Crow Haven Ct. 
Colfax 95713 

9604 Diana Hancock 
rensing5I2@aol.com  
530432-2609 
18800 Dove Loop 
Penn Valley 95946 

# 605 Stephen & Donna Coffman 
5606 Maywood Dr. 
Foresthill 95631 
530-567-3437 
dawna061637@hotmail.com  

# 606 Ralph E. Congdon 
4229 T Street 
Sacramento CA 95819 
916-452-5502 
rcongdon@jps.net  

Cherokee Proud: A Guide to Tracing and Honoring 
Your Cherokee Ancestors, second edition, by Tony Mack 
McClure, Ph.D. (Somerville, Tenn.: Chunannee Books, 
1999) 
Among the people of this country are individuals in whose 
blood runs the proud heritage of a noble and resilient 

\..... 

	

	people. They are the "Tsalagi". . . the Cherokee. This book 
will help you learn if you are one of them. It begins by 
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HOW TO MEET GOOD PEOPLE, 
MAKE FRIENDS, AND FIND LOST 

LIVING RELATIVES 
Looking for our lost relative.--

Regina Winifred (Loney) Behi 
by Roni Dillon 

After 10 months of absolute frustration, I can't sleep and 
decide to cruise the internet sites for missing persons. My 
search engine pulls them up and the second one on the list 
is classmates.com. I decide to post Regina at her high 
school for an approximated year of graduation as 1940, 
actually it was 1936. I see this man, Neil Lyle, class of 
1939, the grandfather of the postings for great grandma's 
and grandpa's searches from the younger generation asking 
him if he remembered them or what his time period was 
like in Camden, New Jersey, etc. He is like the Woodrow 
Wilson High School online historian. Well, I decide to do 
the same. I didn't know what high.school she actually 
graduated from so I posted her at Camden High, 
Woodrow Wilson, Camden Catholic, and Merchantville 
High, next township over. Well, something told me to 
write this Neil an online post, and they also gave me for 
some reason his personal e-mail address and I wrote him 
of the situation, more details off-line and waited to see if 
he had heard of her. 

He not only had heard of her, but was best friends with her 
next door neighbor, Ed Smith, growing up. (Neil later told 
us that he was a close childhood friend of Regina and 
walked to school with her everyday and sat behind 
her all through school.) We knew from physical deduction 
and another unrelated Loney family that we contacted, that 
there was their family on 42nd Street and one behind them 
on 41 St Street, whose Dad drove a coal truck home most 
times. Well, Neil remembered the truck, the family, and 
Ed, but couldn't remember exactly where on 41 street the 
house was. He is 83 yrs. young, and lives a township away 
from Camden, and he owned a shop up until 1986, on 39th 
and Westfield Ave., a street or two away from her street. 
So, off he goes to find her house, no luck. This 
neighborhood isn't the same after he left it, and in the mid 
summer heat he is driving around asking the inhabitants if 
they knew of the family or the house numbers. No luck. 
He went to the vital records office in Camden. He said 
unless you have an actual date, no help given Well 
anyway, for a whole month, with this man checking 
everywhere for everything, dead end city. 

So, now last night, up with a bad toothache, I decided to 
check out the zip codes for 41st Street.. I knew it split 
between Camden and Pennsauken, and mostly lands in the 
latter's township. So, I get two zip codes-08105 (Camden) 
and 08110 (Pennsauken). I go to rootsweb.com. Now, I 
have actually looked at every Loney entiy-4843, many 

times. Broke them into NJ lots, Camden Lots, etc. no 
luck. So now I go-Loney (08105), nothing. Loney 
(08110), bingo-Christina Loney, the only unaccounted for 
Loney in Camden that I hadn't already checked out by 
phone, mail, and such. So, I asked Neil to go to Vital 
Records with a death date of April 1985. Well, he hit the 
right person, on the right day, and got the right mother of 
Regina Stewart, aka Behl. He was elated, and so was I. 
He was calling every Stewart in the phonebook, sixteen so 
far, when he wrote and had every Stewart in the state listed 
ready to be called until he found her. 

Well, I go to rootsweb.com, pop in Regina Stewart, 
Camden, NJ, and there she was. She died on Aug. 23, 
1998. She was born Sept. 16, 1918. We needed her birth 
date to get her Wilson transcripts, and her death certificate 
has both. So, Neil will get that tomorrow, hit the school, 
the cemetery where his and her parents are buried in 
Pennsauken, NJ, Bethel Cemetery and take pictures of her 
parents' graves for me. If she is elsewhere, take pictures of 
that for me too, and place a red rose upon her grave for me 
that I tried, out of love, and for family that until I started 
doing my genealogy research, fifteen years of trying, and 
no help and no leads, now discovering lots of people, 
living and not, to claim as mine. 

The selfless act of this man to help a stranger so many 
miles away, has really touched my heart and the family in 
so many ways. So, now I am putting together pieces of her 
life, her tree and whatever else I can find to give to this 
family that asked us (well, Mom offered and Neil and I did 
the work) and though we hoped for a live one, now the 
genealogy research and insights will fill in the physical 
gaps with pictures, records, graves, etc. Emotionally I 
know they will always feel cheated and a loss that I can't 
help with and won't. This is the hardest part of doing 
family research. I couldn't do this for a living, it's too 
personal and heart wrenching. The success stories are few, 
and I've had my success by finding her-- two years too late 
to do anyone any good, but not my fault there. 

More humor from BEVERLY RUSSELL: 

Genealogy: Where you confuse the dead 
and irritate the living. 

Heredity: Everyone believes in it until 
their children act like fools 

Searching for lost relatives? Win the Lottery! 
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WHAT'S NEW ON THE INTERNET? 
by Jacqui Marcella 

Share your internet discoveries with us by emailing 
me at JMarcela@pacbell.net  or see me at one of 
the meetings 

DON'T MISS THIS: Ellis Island now online with 
records for more than 17 million immigrants who entered 
the United States through the Port of New York and Ellis 
Island from 1892 to 1924. Data is being taken directly 
from the ships passenger manifests, which are on 
microfilm at the National Archives. Each entry will contain 
up to 11 fields of digitized data, including name, ship 
name and port of origin, arrival date, gender, age on 
arrival, marital status and last residence. This database is 
free but you can purchase a reproduction of the ship's 
manifest page and a photo of the ship for a small fee.. 
www.ellisisland.orglhistory.html 

Vitals, obituaries and marriage announcements from the 
Mariposa Gazette Newspaper, 1888 to 1916 are available 
at http://www.crosswinds.net/—genehunter/index.htm 
Included are some vitals from Merced, Fresno, Madera 
and Tuolumne counties. Eventually this database will 
cover 1860's to 1923. 

Illinois Trails at http://www.iltrails.org  has genealogical 
and historical data for many Illinois counties. 

RON! DILLON shares this web site: The Dictionary of 
American Naval Fighting Ships, with histories on 
virtually every US naval vessel. Over 7000 ship histories 
online already, and more are being added. 
http://www.hazegray.org/danfs/  

National Archives of Canada web site includes a 
genealogy link. Find information on Canadian census 
records, immigration, vital records and more. 
http:l/www.archives.caJ08!08_e.html 

National Archives of Ireland has information on how to 
do Irish research with addresses of record repositories, 
libraries and genealogy centers.. The link to the General 
Register Office provides printable forms to order birth, 
death, marriage certificates. There are even some online 
databases http://www.nationalarchives.ie/index.html  

Pedigree Resource File - These records are submitted 
through the internet to FamilySearch and are available on 
ed. You can also access them from the "Search For 
Ancestors" option at: http:l/www.familysearch.orglEng/ 
Search/frameset_search.asp 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICEMAIL (530) 887-2646. 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Vice President 	  Joyce House 
Past President 	  Pam Dallas 
Recording Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Beverly Russell 
Treasurer 	  Barbara Leak 
Registrar 	  Jerry Unruh 
Director 	  Dave Coffman 
Director 	  Rom Dillon 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Editor 	  Jacqui Marcella 
Field Trips 	 Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardary 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
NGS Study Course 	 Pam Dallas/Barbara Leak 
Programs 	 Joyce House 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Dave Coffman 
Study Group 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
PCGS Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

IN MEMORIAM, JEAN ALICE SHENK 
Jean Alice Shenk, a charter member of PCGS, and 
longtime Auburn resident died March 26, 2001, at the age 
of 83. Jean was a teacher for the Elk Grove Unified 
School District for more than 26 years before her 
retirement She joined PCGS when the society was 
organized in 1980 and served as our Historian until 1997. 
She also volunteered for several years at the Auburn 
Family History Center and was a member the Native 
Daughters of the Golden West Elk Grove Chapter. She 
was preceded in death by her husband of 54 years, Lyle 
Shenk, on Aug. 18, 2000. Sincere condolences to her 
family. 

THANK YOU TO THESE PCGS MEMBERS 
WHO HAVE GENEROUSLY CONTRIBUTED 
TO OUR LIBRARY BOOK FUND 

Alice Barnes 
	

Nadine Garvey 

Jane Haffey 
	

Mary Harper 

Betty Hendricks 
	

Betty Lund 

Moselle McKay 
	

Doc & Beverly Spoor 
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CHUCKLES 
From Norcal Mailing List 

These quotes are from copies of actual correspondence 
received by the Family History Department of the LDS 
Church: 

Documentation: Family Bible in possession of Aunt Merle 
until the tornado hit Topeka, Kansas, now only the Good 
Lord knows where it is 

The wife of 422 could not be found. Somebody suggested 
that she might have been stillborn -- what do you think? 

I have a hard time finding myself in London. If I were 
there I was very small and cannot be found. 

Will you please send me the name of my first wife? I have 
forgotten her name 

A 14-year-old boy wrote: "I do not want you to do my 
research for me. Will you please send me all of the 
material on the Welch line, in the US, England and 
Scotland countries? I will do the research. 

Will you send me a list of all the Dripps in your library? 

KANSAS ENEMY ALIENS, 1917-1921 
from Jacqui Marcella 

From November 1917 to April 1918, the President of the 
United States ordered all "alien enemies" to register with 
the U. S. Marshal in their county of residence. Registration 
information included: ship and arrival information, 
children's names and birth dates, names and addresses of 
parents and siblings, a full set of fingerprints; a photo and 
signature; a physical description, relatives serving in the 
enemy forces; occupation and employer. The files also 
contained any request for change of residence, not only 
where they came from, but where they wanted to go. 

Enemy Alien Registration Affidavits, 1917-1921 for 
Kansas are housed in the Central Plains Region of the 
National Archives. Kansas Council of Genealogical 
Societies has indexed them. For more information and 
access to the index, go to their web site at: 
http://skyways.lib.ks.tis/genweb/kcgs/alienbyeo.htm  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
All information needs to be 

submitted by the April 26 General 
Meeting or emailed by May 1 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
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