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Evening meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 	The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County 	Wednesday from 9:30 am. to 11:00 a.m. in the Senior 
Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 	 Citizens Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
 	Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, 
 	(530) 432-1870 

Thursday Evening, May 24, 2001, 7:00 p.m. 
PRESERVATION AND STORAGE OF 

DOCUMENTS, PHOTOS, NEGATIVES, BOOKS 
with 

ANNE MASON, CONSERVATION SPECIALIST, 
CALIFORNIA STATE ARCHIVES 

Ann has a Degree in Art, a Masters in Art History, 
and has obtained a Professional Associate of Paper 
Conservation from the American Institute of 
Conservation of Historic and Artistic Work 

Next Month, June 28, 2001, 7:00 p.m. 
"WRITING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY" 

with CHARLES GREEN 

OTHER PCGS MEETINGS: 

Day Study Group (first Tuesday of the month) meets at 
the LDS Building on Bell Road in Auburn. This meeting 
will focus on preparing to do census research at the 
National Archives in San Bruno. 

Tuesday, June 5 from 10:00 a.m. until noon. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group (second Thursday 
of the month) meets at the LDS Church on Bell Road. 
For further information, call Joyce House at 
(530) 889-2970. 

Thursday, June 14 from 10:00 am. until noon. 

Placer Genealogical Society Board (third Tuesday of 
the month) meets at the Carnegie Library on Almond 
Street in Auburn. Members are welcome to attend. 

Tuesday, June 19 at 9:30 a.m. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our web site 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

APPRECIATION AND THANKS 
..to the fun group who met for breakfast at Lyon's 
Restaurant and folded, sealed, stamped and affixed mailing 
labels to last month's newsletter: DAVE and DONNA 
COFFMAN, JOYCE HOUSE, CLINT and DIANE 
HUGHES, and BEVERLY RUSSELL. 

• . And to that hard working bunch who moved boxes of 
books from our storage facility into our new facility at the 
Carnegie Library: JERRY UNRUB, BARBARA LEAK, 
DAVE COFFMAN, JOYCE and PHIL HOUSE, 
TROY JENKINS, LEONARD RUSSELL, SUZAN 
VANDERLINDEN and CINDY TOFFELMIER 

CONGRATULATIONS ARE IN ORDER: 
TO MARILOU FICKLIN 

New member, Marilou West Ficklin, was astonished to 
learn several weeks ago that she had won a free trip to the 
National Genealogical Society 2001 Conference in 
Portland May 16-19. Marilou is a professional genealogist 
residing in Colfax. The prize is awarded each year to the 
winner of the NGS family history writing contest, open to 
all members. 

And TO AUDREY MEYERS 
Audrey has received the Colfax Soroptomist's "Women 
Helping Women"award. She has held numerous offices, 
chaired committees and initiated projects to improve the 
status of women. Audrey started the Colfax Ladies 
Investment Club and participates in the Soup Kitchen, 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing, Colfax High School Blood 
Drive, The Colfax Record Run. She has also organized a 
meal program for convalescents and hosted women in 
need. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 23 - G.A.S. Bus trip to National Archives and 
Sutro library. (Also Oct. 24) Cost is $26, for information 
call Ann Karacas (916) 372-0606 or Raipha Crouse 
(916) 689-4524. 

June 2 - Root Cellar's Curt Witcher Seminar at 
Woodcreek High School Theater, 2551 Woodcreek Oaks, 
Roseville. Doors open at 8:00 am, seminar is 9-3:45. 
Register early, seating limited. Cost for non-members is 
$27.00 by May 19, after May 19 the cost is $30. Lunch can 
be purchased at the seminar. 

June 8, 9 - Molecular Genealogy Researchers at Brigham 
Young University in Provo, UT are using DNA to 
reconstruct worldwide genealogies. DNA sample 
collections will take place at the LDS Church, 2745 
Eastern Avenue, Sacramento. For more information, check 
the Sacramento FHC web site listed above or 
http://molecular-genealogy.byu.edu  

June 20 - PCGS FIELD TRIP TO THE NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES in San Bruno. NARC (National Archives 
Record Center) is limiting us to 15 attendees, so sign up 
early-- PCGS members only, please (it's only $11 to join 
the society) We will also keep a list of alternates if more 
than 15 want to go. Cost is $7.00 to reimburse drivers for 
gasoline. Come to the June Day Study Group for an 
overview of San Bruno's holdings and a quick session on 
how to do census work. A sign-up sheet will be available 
at the May General Meeting, or leave a message on the 
PCGS voice mail (530) 887-2646 or email Roni at: 
ronidillon@webtv.net  

August 23-25- Annual British & Irish Genealogical 
Seminar, "Journey to the Past"on board The Queen 
Mary at Long Beach sponsored by the British Isles Family 
History Society www.rootsweb.com/—'biffisusa 

October 27 - NGS Regional San Francisco Conference 
co-hosted by California Genealogy Society. Crown Plaza 
at Foster City. Registration at 8:00 A.M. Sessions will 
begin at 9:00 A.M. Speakers Curt Witcher and Cyndi 
Howells. Information at: 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/confSanFran.htm  

w  

NEW MAILING LIST: CA-PCGS 
from Jerry Unruh 

We have established a new mailing list at RootsWeb for 
PCGS. Announcements of meetings and other information 
of interest to PCGS members will be made available 
through this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about 
your recent finds and general discussion among our 
members. If you have trouble subscribing please e-mail at 
the address below. 

CA-PCGS. A mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" 
to ca-pcgs-I-requestrootsweb.com  (mail mode) or 
ca-pcgs-d-requestrootsweb.com  (digest mode). To 
switch from one mode to the other, you should unsubscribe 
from one and then subscribe to the other. There is no "no 
mail" mode -- if you want messages to stop, you should 
simply unsubscribe. If you have trouble subscribing or 
un-subscnbing please e-mail at the address below. 

You can reach us by e-mail at: gunruh@pcgenes.com  

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
PAMELA DALLAS was featured in an article in the 
Neighbors Section of the Sacramento Bee on Thursday, 
April 12, 2001. "Pamela Dallas is a cross between a 
historian and detective" states the article. "Pamela shares 
her most valuable and treasured discovery was finding 
letters that two sisters wrote to each other. Through the 
letters, she was able to learn what life was like for the two 
sisters. She learned who they were and what they liked and 
disliked." "Letters breathe life into history." 

BRUNCH GET TOGETHER—FUN!! 
by Jacqui Marcella 

We had a lot of fun at Denny's restaurant on May 3. The 
brunch allowed us to get to know each other and talk 
about... (you guessed it) genealogy and other related 
topics. In attendance were FRANK and ELINOR 
SHEETS, BOBETTE MC CLELLAN, DAVE and 
DONNA COFFMAN, RUTH RICHARDS and your 
newsletter editor, of course. For PCGS members with 
daytime commitments, how about a society dinner night 
out? You could bring a friend or a spouse. If we have 
enough interest, we'll set a date. Leave a message on our 
society voice mail (530) 887-2646 or email me at.-
JMarc,ela@pacbell.net. 
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THE QUEST TO BELONG 
The Naturalization of Jacob And Martha Meckler 

by Elinor Meckler Sheets 
Martha sat down at the dressing table in the little bedroom 
off the kitchen of her and Jacob's home. She had washed 
up all the breakfast dishes in the kitchen sink in prepara-
tion for the morning's events. As she combed her bobbed 
hair she was thinking of the event about to happen. They 
must hurry to be on time. Their children, Elinor, Grace, 
and Arthur were in school. Their older brother Alfred was 
at work. That morning was to be the swearing-in ceremony 
to become an American citizen. She and Jacob had 
attended classes all through the winter in preparation. 

Years before, in 1921, they had come to the State of 
Washington from Alberta, Canada where they had lived on 
a farm since their marriage (except for a few short months 
in Montana). Before coming to Walla Walla, Alfred and 
Arthur had been born, making them Canadian citizens. 
Grace and Elinor were born after their arrival to the United 
States, providing them with American Citizenship 

As she combed her hair, Jacob was in the kitchen 
stropping the straight razor anticipating getting a good 
shave that morning. They both wanted to look their best. 
Everyone would in their best outfits to celebrate this 
accomplishment. Martha thought of her fellow students as 
she readied herself 

Most of the students were of German heritage as were 
Jacob and Martha. Many had to learn to speak and write 
English to pass the requirements to become citizens. The 
teacher, Martha Beeler, was a very patient and highly 
intelligent woman, thought Martha. She had spent hours 
coaching them on the rudiments of the course, and Martha 
thought how lucky she was to have met all the require-
ments. Even Jacob had done well. It seemed, to Martha, he 
had been asked many more questions than she had she 
been asked.. She wondered why? 

The book of just sixteen pages was their textbook. Simply 
titled" Questions and Answers in Citizenship". It covered 
Citizenship in General, Early History of Our Country, The 
Constitution and Amendments and the Departments of the 
Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches of the govern-
ment. Even the State Government was included as was a 
lesson about the flag. 

They had been diligent about studying and retaining the 
information so they would be admitted. Becoming citizens 
was very important at that time. The Great Depression was 
in force. Jobs were hard to come by. Those who had 
citizenship were put to the top of the employment lists. 
Also the " New Deal" created by the U.S. Government 
limited benefits to citizens only. Besides they wanted the 
right to vote in elections. So it was an important step to the 

rest of their future and to the future of their children as 
well. 

Martha wondered why she even had to go through this 
training at all. After all, she had been born in the United 
States. She had gone to Canada with her parents in 1910. 
Wasn't she a citizen already? No! The Naturalization Act 
of 1922 provided that any woman who married an alien 
ineligible for citizenship shall cease to be a citizen. Their 
marriage on April 16, 1914 had consequences they had not 
even imagined. However, March 3, 1931 the 1922 law was 
amended so that citizenship was not lost by a woman 
solely through marriage. 

She wondered why they had not applied before this time. 
They had been in the country for sixteen years. Maybe it 
was because they thought they would not stay in the States. 
They had made an attempt to settle in the US before. 
Shortly after marriage they homesteaded in Montana but 
got homesick and returned to Canada Maybe they would 
go back to Canada again. Her parents Eva and Simon 
Winter had settled in Freewater, Oregon, just across the 
state line from Walla Walla. And Martha's brother Alfred 
and his wife Lydia were nearby for a while. They all 
packed up and returned to Canada. Maybe we might have 
gone back too, she thought. Maybe that is why we had not 
made the effort to become citizens before this time. 
Whatever the reason, thought Martha ,I am glad we are 
doing this now. 

Jacob was ready. He looked splendid in his dark blue suit. 
It gave his gray eyes a more blue appearance. Martha had 
donned her brown velvet dress with ecru colored collar of 
lace. She felt confident and finally was ready, too. They set 
off for the swearing-in ceremony at the court house. 

That day, December 7, 1937, Jacob and Martha were 
admitted as Citizens of The United States of America 
along with thirty eight other immigrants. On this day 
Martha became a citizen for the second time, having been 
born in North Dakota 40 years before. They went home 
with their hearts full of happiness knowing they would 
have all the benefits of American Citizenship and that they 
belonged. 

This story is based on recollections ofMartha Winter Meckler 
Miller on March 3, 2001 at which time Martha was 103 years 
old, and from documents. Let it be known Jacob's Certificate is 
dated Dec. 7, 1937 and hers is dated June 27, 1938. Martha 
insists they went to citizenship school together and a 
photograph of the class substantiates this fact. We are at a loss 
to explain the difference in the dates. Their son. Alfred never 
applied for citizenship. Arthur obtained his by being a minor at 
the time his parents became citizens. This booklet used in their 
course had been written by Dorothy Brueggemeir, Deputy U S. 
District Court, Walla Walla. Washington and is in the 
possession of the writer. 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

In the Auburn Library: 
In the March edition of "Off the 
Shelf," I reported that the library's 
microfilm/fiche printer was out-of-
order. However, in April I failed to 

report that it is working again. Our appreciation to the 
library for promptly seeing to the repairs. 

The following book is new in the library: 
The Weekend Genealogist: Timesaving Techniques for 
Effective Research 
by Marcia Yannizze Melnyk (Cincinnati, Ohio: Betterway 
Books, 2000). 
You never have enough time for your research, and you're 
not making good use of what little time you have. If this 
describes you, you're a weekend genealogist. In this book, 
Marcia Melnyk suggests an array of ideas to help you use 
your genealogy time more efficiently and effectively. If 
your problem is inability to organize your information, she 
suggests tricks for storing, filing, and indexing your 
research. If your problem is lack of focus, she suggests 
techniques for getting your scattered research thoughts in 
order. If your problem is wasted time at the library or 
archives, she recommends how to prepare for your visit 
and how to ask the staff to assist you. She also discusses 
the use of correspondence, computers and other 
researchers for gathering information. This is a great 
"Idea" book. Implementing the suggestions and tips can 
save you time, make your research more productive, and 
might even give you skills that will carry over into your 
weekday life. This book is on the circulating shelves and 
may be checked out for reading at home. (Call 9929.1072 
Mel) 

WANTED: BOOK REVIEWERS 
One of the topics discussed in the brainstorming sessions 
at our March meeting was how to speed up the process of 
getting our books onto the library shelves. The BIG job, 
the one for which I need your help, is writing book reviews 
for this newsletter. Book reviews are written before the 
books are turned in to the library for cataloging. So, here's 
what we're going to do... Each month I will publish a list 
of book titles in "Off the Shelf" I will bring those same 
books to our next meeting. You may then volunteer to 
write book reviews on the books you select. Of course, if 
you're going to review a book, you will have to take the 
book home and evaluate it. You get use of the book at 
home before it goes into the library. Book reviews are 
short, usually one paragraph, and easy to write. Guidelines 
for writing reviews will be provided. Only people who 
agree to write reviews will be allowed to take books home. 

Okay? Here are the titles that will be up for grabs at our 
May meeting: 

Boddie. Historical Southern Families, Vols. 3, 9, 10, & 11 
Boddie. Southside Virginia Families, Vols. 1 & 2 
Craddock. Cemetery Inscriptions, Richland County, 

Illinois 
DAR. Historical Collections of the Georgia Chapters, 

DAR, Vol, IV: Old Bible Records and Land 
Lotteries 

Jones. The Cymry of '76: Welshmen and Their 
Descendants of the American Revolution 

Jones. The Douglas Register... Record  of Births, 
Marriages and Deaths Kept by Rev. William 
Douglas, 1750-1797 (Goochiand Co., VA) 

McAdams. Kentucky Pioneer and Court Records 
Meade. Old Churches, Ministers and Families of Virginia, 

Vols. 1 & 2 
Meyers. Quaker Arrivals at Philadelphia, 1682-1750 
Mills. Evidence! Citation & Analysis for the Family 

Historian 
Morebeck. Locating Union and Confederate Records: A 

Guide to the Most Commonly Used Civil War 
Records of the National Archives and the Family 
History Library 

Nelson. Discovering Your Italian Ancestors: How to Find 
and Record Your Unique Heritage 

Newman. Maryland Revolutionary Records 
Paulding Co Chptr, OGS. Cemetery Inscriptions, 

Paulding County. Ohio (to 1986) 
Schweitzer. German Genealogical Research 
Schweitzer. North Carolina Genealogical Research 
Schweitzer. Virginia Genealogical Research 
Schweitzer. Tennessee Genealogical Research 
Schweitzer. Kentucky Genealogical Research 
Sistler. 1840 Census, Claiborne Co., Tennessee 
Union Co (TN) Hist Soc. Footprints: Union County 

Tennessee Cemeteries 
Weis. The Colonial Clergy of Virginia, North Carolina 

and South Carolina 
Woods. History ofAlbemarle Count, Virginia 
Yamaguchi. A Student's Guide to Japanese American 

Genealogy 
Young. A Genealogical Collection of South Carolina 

Wills and Records, VoL 1 
Young. Abstracts of Old Ninety-Six and Abbeville District 

(SC) Wills and Bonds 

Please Sign the Register each Time You Use the 
Genealogy Section in the Auburn-Placer County Library. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS FROM 
"THE REPUBLICAN," AUBURN CA, 

26 JANUARY 1887 
from Rosemary URen 

W. B. LARDNER - Attorney-at-Law 
Will practice in Stale and Federal Courts. 
Office in stone building, off Court Street, Auburn 

ADAMS & SMITH 
F. D. ADAMS, Notary Public, J. W. SMITH 
Searchers of records, insurance and real Estate Agents, 
Conveyancers, and General Collectors. All business 
entrusted to their care promptly attended to. Office: 
Room 6 over Stevens' Drug Store, Auburn, Cal. 

J. FREDERIC SPEREISEN 
Carpenter, Cabinet Maker, and Contractor 
Sacramento Street, Auburn, California 
Leave orders at American Hotel 
[J. F. Spereisen was my grandfather, later spelled 
SPERISEN] 

0. W. HOLLENBECK (Successor to Andrews & 
Hollenbeck) Banker, Auburn California 
Does a general Banking Business. Exchange 
Direct on the Atlantic States and Europe 

0. W. HOLLENBECK (Successor to Andrews & 
Hollenbeck) Jeweler. 
Dealer in fine Watches, Diamonds, Jewelry, Silverware, 
Clocks, Optical Goods, etc. A large and splendid 
assortment at the lowest possible prices. Every article 
warranted as represented. Sole agent for the Celebrated 
Rockford Watches, and King's Combination Spectacles 
and Eye Glasses. Watches, Clocks, and Jewelry carefully 
repaired at city prices, and all work guaranteed. 

MORE HUMOR FROM BEVERLY RUSSELL: 

Genealogy: Where you confuse the dead 
and irritate the living. 

Heredity: Everyone believes in it until 
their children act like fools 

Searching for lost relatives? Win the Lottery! 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICEMAIL (530) 887-2646. 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Vice President 	  Joyce House 
Past President 	  Pamela Dallas 
Recording Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Beverly Russell 
Treasurer 	  Barbara Leak 
Registrar 	  Jerry Unruh 
Director 	  Dave Coffman 
Director 	  Roni Dillon 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Editor 	  Jacqui Marcella 
Field Trips 	 Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardary 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
NGS Study Course 	 Pam Dallas/Barbara Leak 
Programs 	 Joyce House 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Dave Coffman 
Study Group 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
PCGS Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

Thank You to These PCGS Members 
Who Have Generously Contributed to Our 

Library Book Fund 

Sue Wenrich-Bucholz 
	

Mary Sayles 
Ralph Congdon 
	

David Machado 
Mary Droege 
	

Dorothy Thomsson 

Don't miss the latest news about our library books—
see "Off the Shelf" in this issue. 

••__;__S•• 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER: 
Sue Wenrich-Bucholz 
716 San Miguel Way 
Sacramento CA 95819 
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WHAT'S NEW ON THE INTERNET? 
by Jacqui Marcella 

Share your internet discoveries with us by emailing 
me at JMarcela@pacbelLnet or see me at one of 
the meetings 

The Universal Currency Converter-- convert money of 
one country to another http://www.xe.com/ucc/  

The 1870 Alameda Census transcription can be found at: 
http://www.rootsweb.com/—cenrdes/ca/alameda/1870/ 

Find Newspapers in the United States. Enter the city and 
state and you'll get a list of newspapers in that area. Click 
on the newspaper and you will either go to their web site 
or get the address and phone number for it. 
http://ajr.newslink.org/news.html  

Placer County Vital Records Index is now online. 
http://www.criis.com:80/placer/official.htm  

Another great site from RONI DILLON: German Roots, 
Resources for German Genealogy on the Internet. 
http://home.att.net/—wee..monster/index.html 

Locate Free Public Record Sites— over 6000 links, 
includes some unusual sites—physicians licenses, Supreme 
Court decisions, unclaimed property, and others 
http://www.publicrecordfinder.com/index.htm  

Civil War Prisoners at Andersonville database provided 
by National Parks Service. Also provides information on 
civil war museum and memorial for all prisoners of war. 
http://www.maconcountyga.org/ 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
All information needs to be 

submitted by the May 24 General 
Meeting or emailed by June 1 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7385 	AUBURN, CA 94604-7385 

FIRST CLASS 
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