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Evening meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County 
Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

Thursday Evening, June 28, 2001, 7:00 p.m. 

"WRITING YOUR FAMILY HISTORY" 
with CHARLES GREEN 

Charles has lectured and taught classes in Family 
History research for many years. He has been involved 
in genealogy research for the past 35 years. 

Thursday Evening, July 26, 7:00 p.m. 
"GETTING ORGANIZED: A GENEALOGIST'S 

GREATEST CHALLENGE" 
with BARBARA LEAK 

Barbara will focus on filing systems for paper files; 
comparing the strengths and weaknesses of different file 
arrangements & how they adapt to different kinds of 
research projects; why people "fail to file"; and the 
importance of finding a system that matches your 
personality. 

* *** ** ** ** * * * * * 

Thursday Evening, August 23, 7:00 p.m. 
FANTASTIC FLEA MARKET OF 

GENEALOGY ITEMS 
Watch for details on a postcard in August 

OTHER MEETINGS: 

Family Tree Maker User's Group (second Thursday 
of the month) has no meetings in July and August. 
Regular meetings will resume at the LDS Church on Bell 
Road in September. For further information, call Joyce 
House at (530) 889-2970. 

Thursday, September 13 from 10:00 a.m. until noon.  

Day Study Group (first Tuesday of the month) will 
NOT meet in July or August. Next meeting at the Auburn 
Family History Center is: 

Tuesday, September 4, 10:00 a.m. until noon 

Placer Genealogical Society Board (third Tuesday of 
the month) meets at the Carnegie Library on Almond 
Street in Auburn. Members are welcome to attend. NO 
JUNE MEETING. Next meeting is: 

Tuesday, JULY 17 at 9:30 a.m. 

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Senior 
Citizens Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, 
(530) 432-1870 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our web site 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

IN APPRECIATION AND THANKS 
..to the Family Tree Maker User's Group who prepared 
the May newsletter for mailing: DAVE COFFMAN, 
JOYCE HOUSE, CLINT HUGHES, BEVERLY and 
LEONARD RUSSELL, KURT HESS, KEN and 
NELDA HITCHENS, PAT HOLM, AUDREY 
MEYERS, BOBBI MC CLELLAN, MARGARET 
NELSON, BEV PAYNE, SHIRLEY SELBY, FRANK 
and ELINOR SHEETS, and JERRY UNRUH. 

.and to CINDY TOFFELMILER and RONI DILLON 
who represented PCGS at the Carnegie Library 
Rededication. Roni even created a beautiful flower 
arrangement to make our area more inviting. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to PCGS member CHUCK KNUTHSON for completing 
the challenging NGS Home Study Course, "American 
Genealogy: A Basic course." 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

July 31-August 1 - Brigham Young University Annual 
Family History Conference in Provo, Utah. Email for 
more info: valiantevans@byu.edu  or call 801-378-4853 

August 23-25- Annual British & Irish Genealogical 
Seminar, "Journey to the Past"on board The Queen 
Mary at Long Beach sponsored by the British Isles Family 
History Society www.rootsweb.com/—bifhsusa 

August 25 - Nevada County Genealogical Society 
Seminar, Finding Your Roots, First Baptist Church on 
Ridge Road in Grass Valley 

Sept 12-15 - Quad Cities Conference, A Heartland 
Gathering, 2001 Federation of Genealogical Societies. 
Info available at www.fgs.org  or 1-888-380-0500 

Oct 20 - Root Cellar presents "The Irish Researcher" 
with Nora Hickey. 

Oct 24 - Genealogical Association of Sacramento (GAS) 
Bay Area Bus Trip to Sutro and National Archives, $26 
For information call Ann Karacas 916-372-0606 or Ralpha 
Crouse 916-689-4524. 

October 27 - NGS Regional San Francisco Conference 
co-hosted by California Genealogy Society. Crown Plaza 
at Foster City. Registration at 8:00 A.M. Sessions will 
begin at 9:00 A.M. Speakers Curt Witcher and Cyndi 
Howells. Information at: 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.orglconfSanFran.htm  

	 • ______ 
.1 

NEW MAILING LIST: CA-PCGS 
Why would you want to subscribe to our new PCGS 
mailing list? To ask questions and to share information and 
discoveries! See the following story that was posted by 
new PCGS member, JOHN BOHNERT. 

Need a reminder of how to subscribe? Send an email 
addressed to ca-cgs-1-request(rootsweb.com  
put the word subscribe in the message and send it. Isn't 
that easy? If you would rather get a digest of messages 
instead of one message at a time, send your message to 
ca-pcgs-d-requestrootsweb.com  If you have problems 
subscribing, contact JERRY UNRUH at 
gunruh@pcgenes.com  

THE LOVE BOAT 
from John J. Bohnert 

My late mother often told me as a youngster that my Irish 
grandparents met and fell in love on the ship to America. 
Well, thanks to the Ellis Island web site, I verified that 
story. This is what I found: 

[Grandpa] 
Name: James MULLEN 

Age: 19 years old 
British-Irish 

Single 
Resided: Wishaw, Scotland 
Ship: SS Furnessia (Anchor) 

Departure Port: Glasgow, Scotland 
Arrival Port: New York 

Date: 18 April 1910 

[Grandma] 
Name: Rose FARRELLY 

Age: 18 years old 
British-Irish 

Single 
Resided: Belfast. Ireland 

Ship: SS Furnessia (Anchor) 
Arrival Port: New York 
Date: 18 April 1910 

I have sent for an 8 X 10 glossy photograph of the "Love 
Boat' (aka SS Furnessia). The Steamship Historical 
Society of America has an extensive collection of 
steamship photos for sale. [I bought my German 
grandfather's ship's photo ( SS Zeeland) from them 
already.] Their web site is: 

www.ubalt.edu/archives/ship/ship.htm  

I live in Grass Valley and have been addicted to genealogy 
since August 2000. I'm amazed at how much information 
and documents I have gathered in so short a time. I went 
from one binder to start with and now have spread out to 
seven binders! Hope to hear other stories soon. 
John J. Bohnert, Grass Valley 



North Americans. 
Boddie. Seventeenth Century Isle of Wight County, 

Virginia. 
Brumbaugh. Revolutionary War Records, Volume 1, 

Virginia. 
Bryan and Rose. A History of the Pioneer Families of 

Missouri. 
DAR Fort Assumption Chapter. Mid-South Bible 

Records, Vols. / & 2. 
Ellsberry. Cemetery Records of Montgomery County, 

Missouri, Vols. I & 2. 
Langdon. Spartanburg County Marriages, 1785-1911, 

Implied in Spartanburg County, South Carolina, 
Probate Records. 

Mitchell. A New Genealogical Atlas of Ireland. 
Retzer. The German Regiment of Maryland and 

Pennsylvania in the Continental Army, 1776-1781. 
Rupp. History of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
St. Joseph's Catholic Church. Catholics in the Gold 

Country: A History of the Catholic Church, 
Auburn, California, 1861-1986. 

Sistler. 1830 Census East Tennessee. 
Sistler. 1830 Census Middle Tennessee. 
Society of the Descendants of the Colonial Clergy. 

Pedigrees of Descendants of the Colonial Clergy. 
Virginia Genealogical Society. Some Marriages in the 

Burned Record Counties of Virginia. 
Wendlinger. The Memory Triggering Book. 
Zinsser and Bell. The 1783 Tax Lists and the 1790 

Federal Census for Washington County, 
Pennsylvania. 

Please Sign the Register each Time You Use the 
Genealogy Section in the Auburn-Placer County Library. 

THANK YOU TO OUR PCGS MEMBERS who have 
generously contributed to our library Book Fund. 

Loretta Byrd 
Barbara Ferreira 

Toni Hall 
Kurt Hess 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

The American Census Handbook 
By Thomas Jay Kemp (Wilmington, 
Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2001). 
You know that the census is one of 
the most important record sources in 

American genealogy. You know that census indexes are 
often the key to locating our ancestors on the census 
schedules. You know that it's hard to find some ancestors 
in certain years because there is no index. Or is there? The 
American Census Handbook may tell you there is. This 
new book is a bibliography listing of thousands of 
published census indexes. It is arranged geographically by 
state and county. It also has a general topics section that 
focuses on specific ethnic groups, military personnel and 
other subjects. It includes indexes to federal, state, and 
local censuses. It covers population schedules as well as 
special schedules (mortality, veterans). It includes indexes 
that have been published in different formats—book, 
microfilm, and digital versions. The compilers and 
publishers whose indexes are listed here range from the 
well-known (AIS, Family Tree Maker, Ancestry.com, 
National Archives), to large organizations (DAR), to local 
genealogical societies (Root Cellar) and private 

	

'.- 	individuals. This book does not include indexes published 
in journals and periodicals. You should consult the 
Genealogical Periodical Annual Index (GPAJ) or the 
Periodical Source Index (PERSI) for those. It could be that 
the census you thought had no index, really does. The 
American Census Handbook will help you find it. This 
book is new on the Genealogy Shelves in the Auburn-
Placer County Library. (Call #R 016.9291 Kern Geneal) 

The Auburn Family History Center recently received a new 
supplement to the International Genealogical Index, 
adding several CD-ROMs of new information to this 
granddaddy of genealogy databases. 

Books Available for Review 
The following books will be available at our June meeting 
for members volunteering to write book reviews. 
Guidelines for writing reviews will be provided. Only 
people who agree to write reviews will be allowed to take 
books home. 

 	The Pension List of 1818. 
Baber and Williamson. Marriages of Campbell County, 

Virginia, 1782-1810. 
Bejach and Gardiner. Williamson County, Tennessee, 

Marriage Records, 1800-1850. 

	

\._ 	Bell. Ohio Lands: Steubenville Land Office, 1800-1820. 
Betit and Radford. Ireland: A Genealogical Guide for 
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ENTERING THE NGS FAMILY HISTORY 
WRITING CONTEST 

from Marilou West Ficklin 
I chose Orringh and Betsy Stone of Brighton, New York as 
the subject of my contest entry. They were prominent 
pioneers in Brighton, now part of Rochester, New York - 
their home is an historic landmark. 

Oringh and Betsy had many daughters. Someone asked me 
why I chose to research a family with so many females? 
The short answer is because I am female. The long 
answer? I chose it because it was my father's family 
(notice the italics). I had researched its ancestry and was 
ready to trace the descendants. 

Unfortunately several months into the research, I 
discovered to my dismay that I was not related to the 
Stones at all. Some old proverb came to mind: I wasn't 
losing a great grandfather, but gaining a whole (as-yet-
unknown) new family line. I continued with the Stone 
family research anyway (setting aside, for the moment, the 
thrill of researching my father's line for a second time). 

(A longer version of the contest entry was simultaneously 
submitted to the Board for Certification of Genealogists in 
pursuit of the Certified Genealogist specialization granted 
October 17, 2000.) 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646. 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Cindy Toffelmier 
Vice President 	  Joyce House 
Past President 	  Pamela Dallas 
Recording Secretary 	  Ruth Richards 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Beverly Russell 
Treasurer 	  Barbara Leak 
Registrar 	  Jerry Unruh 
Director 	  Dave Coffman 
Director 	  Roni Dillon 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Editor 	  Jacqui Marcella 
Field Trips 	 Pam Dallas 
Historian 	  Esther Ardary 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
NGS Study Course 	 Pam Dallas/Barbara Leak 
Programs 	 Joyce House 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Dave Coffman 
Study Group 	 Cindy Toffelmier 
PCGS Web Site 	  Jerry Unruh 
http://www.pcgenes.comlpcgs.html  

NEWS FROM THE NGS CONFERENCE 
from Jacqui Marcella 

The new release of the 1880 U.S. Census was sold out at 
the NGS Conference. The complete transcription of this 
census is available on 56 cds from the LDS Church web 
site www.familysearch.org  for $49.00. I was told by a 
representative of the Church at the conference that 
eventually the information would be searchable on the 
familysearch.org  web site. 

The Family History Library in Salt Lake is undergoing 
renovation: New automatic sliding front doors will enable 
us to walk in with an armload of notebooks. The film and 
regular copy machines will now accept plastic copy cards 
instead of coins. The floor plans are being revised to 
remove barriers so you have easy access to the collections 
from front to back. There will be twice as many computers 
in the library—some with internet access, and there will be 
laptop stations so you can download your own email. 

Also there is a new web site that offers FREE access to the 
OREGON DEATH INDEX www.OregonHistory.com  
So far the death index is only 1903-1920 but the 1921-30 
index is in progress. Lots of other items, like newspaper 
indexes, Oregon Catholic Church Records for are 
searchable for a fee. 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 

#609 Toni Hall 
thall@inreach.com  
705 Ridgeview Circle, 
Rocklin, CA 95677 
916-632-1424 

#610 Linda J. Waak 
lwaak@yahoo.com  
13051 Lincoln Way #E 
Auburn, CA 95603 
530-886-0883 

#611 David Machado 
davemachadojuno.com  
1126 Stone Pine Lane 
Lincoln, CA 95648 
916-645-7867 

#612 Nelda & Kenneth Hitchens 
neldah@foothill.net  
5641 Glen Dr. 
Foresthill, CA 95631 
530-367-2292 
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ILLUSTRATE YOUR 
PERSONAL STORY WITH MAPS 

from Vicki Renz 
At the November Study Group meeting of the Livermore-
Amador Genealogical Society, we talked about writing our 
personal life stories. I brought in examples of web sites 
that offered inspiration, topics to cover and ways to 
organize your information-We also talked about 
commercial software, and an e-book that you can order 
and download to your computer, then print it out or only 
print parts of it as needed. There are also several books 
available that offer help in writing your story, including 
fill-in-the-blanks to help get those memories flowing. 
From doing that research, I gave everyone a sheet of 
twenty questions to help start working on their stories. 

I started working on those questions in December. 
Although they can be done in any order, I started with the 
first one—"Who were your elementary school teachers? 
Write something about one of them." As I was listing their 
names, I included their descriptions and where their rooms 
were in the school, how far away the school was, etc. I 
decided I would like to use a map to illustrate the distance 
instead ofjust saying "three blocks away." 

I used MapQuest and put in the address for the house I 
lived in when I started kindergarten. When that map 
appeared, I noticed several options for making the map 

\.... more personal and useful. Here is what I did: 

Go to MapQuest <www.mapquest.com> and click on 
"Street Maps." Enter the address, city and state desired. 
Click on "Get Map" and then the map appears. Now you 
have three ways to add more individual information to your 
map. 

Scroll down to the purple area called "Show nearby 
businesses on the map" and choose from the several 
available categories. I chose "Gov/School" then clicked in 
"Schools" and the next map included my elementary 
school and my junior high. 

On the left side of the screen, click on "Customize maps." 
Here you can change the title of the map, its size, its color 
and basic icons. I chose the "House" icon, changed its 
name to "First house in Lakewood" then clicked the 
"Update" button and there was my map with the caption 
under the house icon. 

Also on the left side of the screen, there is an option to 
"Add locations." I clicked on it and added the address for 
the second house we lived in which was only a few blocks 
away from the first one. Then I had a map with the two 
Lakewood houses and the two nearby schools I attended. I 
customized that map again by changing the caption for the 
second house and its icon. 

MapQuest gives several print options, but I didn't want the 
map on a separate page; I wanted to include it as a graphic 
on the question page in my "Memories" binder. So I saved 
it as an image file on my computer and will be able to use 
it again without having to redo the customizing. 

To save the map you want, right click (on a PC) on the 
map image. Choose "Save picture as" from the menu that 
appears. A window opens where you fill in the folder name 
and the file name for your map. Click the folder name and 
the file name for your map. Click "Save" and your map 
will be available for future use. 

I have saved several maps - where my best friend's house 
was, the first hour I remember in Columbus, my 
grandparents' houses and other houses we have lived in. 
So go to MapQuest and experiment with it. The maps you 
include will be a great addition to your life story! 

P.S. from Debbie: 
I have the complete address of my grandparent's residence 
taken from a death certificate. I put that in MapQuest and 
was pleased to find the exact location. It also indicated 
railroad tracks identified as Santa Maria Valley Railroad, 
where my grandfather worked as a conductor. Now I can 
add this to my history. 

This article appeared in the Livermore Roots Tracer 
Newsletter, V61 ,10a, No. 1, February 2001. Vicki said 
she hopes to have an article in each future issue of the 
newsletter dealing with writing your personal or family 
history. Copies of this interesting newsletter are available 
in the Genealogy Section of the Auburn-Placer County 
Public Library, along with several others which are part of 
our newsletter exchange program. 

NEWSPAPER EXCERPTS 
Sonoma County Journal, Petaluma, CA, Oct. 16, 1857 

I, Susan M. COWLES, wife of George W., do hereby 
declare my intention to conduct business, in my own name, 
of millinery, retail and liquor store. 

At Marysville, on the 6th inst., a train composed of three 
wagons, two families and 120 head of cattle, from Carrol 
Co., Ark., are the families of Wm. JONES and his brother. 
They left for California on the 20th of April, on the 
Arkansas route to Fort Bridger, where they struck the 
Independence route, until they reached Beckworth's Pass 
and arrived in good health and spirits. They report a good 
supply of grass and water, no hostile Indians and the whole 
journey as pleasant. They are destined for the Russian 
River area. 
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WHAT'S NEW ON THE INTERNET? 
by Jacqui Marcella 

Share your internet discoveries with us by emailing 
me at JMarcela@pacbell.net  or see me at one of 
the meetings 

JOYCE HOUSE shares some of these great web sites: 
"The one I found interesting was called Biography 
Assistant. It asks you questions about the person you want 
to write about. It really covers all of the bases, asking 
questions you never would have thought to include in a 
biography." The web site is: www.genealogy.comlbio 

"Another one is Timeline Creator. You provide the birth 
and death date of an individual, select the type of 
information you would like on the timeline; i.e., history, 
technology, etc. It will give you events which occurred at 
the time of that ancestor's lifespan." The web site is: 
www.ourtimelines.com. 

"Also, the Soundex web site for the upcoming field trip. It 
helps you figure out the soundex code for a name." 
www.nara.gov/genealogy/soundex  

Here are some that your Editor found: 
Ever wish you could search for a location by township/ 
range/section? This site at Montana State University 
converts the Township/Range/Section numbers into 
Longitude and Latitude. It only covers the Rocky 
Mountain States and those west of them. 
http://www.esg.montana.edu/gl/trs-data.html  

Edward Black of the Norcal Mailing list is transcribing the 
1860 Alameda County Census-- Oakland is online at: 

http://www.rootsweb.com/-cenfiles/ca/alamedaI1860/  

He is also doing the 1870 Santa Clara County Census. So 
far Almaden, Alviso and Burnett townships are online. 
http://www.rootsweb.com/-cenriles/ca/santaclarall870/  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
All information for the 

September newsletter needs to be 
submitted by the August 23 

General Meeting or emailed to 
me by September 1 
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