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Evening meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month. 	PLEASE NOTE:  During September and 
October, evening meetings will be held at the LDS 
Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn (located 
between New Airport Rd and Old Airport Rd). The 
Family History Center will be open before the General 
Meeting. 

Thursday Evening, September 27, 2001, 
7:00 p.m. at LDS Stake Building 
"Native American Research" 

with Taffy Gould Couts 
Taffy has been actively involved in genealogical 
research for over 25 years. She specializes in 
Native American genealogy and researches 
extensively in Arizona. Ohio and Texas. A resident 
of Auburn, she is a frequent instructor at family 
history seminars throughout northern California. 

Next Month: October 25 
"Researching in England" with 

Joyce Buckland 

OTHER MEETINGS: 

Day Study Group (first Tuesday of the month) meets at 
the LDS Stake Building at 1255 Bell Road in Auburn: 

Tuesday, October 2, 10:00 am. until noon 

Family Tree Maker User's Group (second Thursday 
of the month) meets at the LDS Stake Building at 1255 
Bell Road. For further information, call Joyce House at 
(530) 889-2970. 

Thursday, October 11 from 10:00 am. until noon. 

Placer Genealogical Society Board (third Tuesday of 
the month) meets at the Carnegie Library on Almond 
Street in Auburn. Members are welcome to attend. Next 
meeting is: 

Tuesday, October 16 at 9:30 am. 

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every 
Wednesday from 9:30 am, to 11:00 am, in the Senior 
Citizens Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in 
Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, 
(530) 432-1870 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our web site 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

IN APPRECIATION AND THANKS 
..to those who prepared the newsletter for mailing in June: 
DAVE and DONNA COFFMAN, JOYCE HOUSE, 
CLINT HUGHES, BOBETTE MC CLELLAN, and 
RUTH RICHARDS. 

with special thanks to RUTH RICHARDS who also 
mailed Out the August meeting reminders. 

MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 
PCGS member, ELINOR SHEETS, has been featured on 
the SeniorNetwebpage at 
http:/Ihome.pacbelLnetlfdnnut/volunteer.htm 
Grass Valley's SeriiorNet Learning Center is a friendly 
pressure-free environment in which students can learn to 
use computers and share computing experience and 
expertise. Elinor not only volunteers to help seniors with 
computer classes, she is also a member of the SeniorNet 
Education Committee which sets up training classes for 
new volunteers. Elinor says, "Volunteering has been an 
important part of my life for the past 25 years and it 
delights me to see seniors moving into the information age 
by learning computer skills. They feel, as I do, totally 
amazed at what a computer can do. Being a SeniorNet 
volunteer has been a rewarding experience for me and I 
highly recommend it." 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Oct 20 - Root Cellar presents "The Irish Researcher" 
with Nora Hickey, 8:00 am 3:30 pm, Citrus Heights 
Elementary School, for info call 916-991-5971 or 916-481-
4930 

Oct 24 - Genealogical Association of Sacramento (GAS) 
Bay Area Bus Trip to Sutro and National Archives, $26 
For information call Aim Karacas 916-372-0606 or Raipha 
Crouse 916-689-4524. 

October 27 - NGS Regional San Francisco Conference 
co-hosted by California Genealogy Society. Crown Plaza 
at Foster City. Registration at 8:00 A.M. Sessions will 
begin at 9:00 A.M. Speakers Curt Witcher and Cyndi 
Howells. Information at: 
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/confSanFran.htm  

POLISH RESEARCH HELP 
Available Free! 

from Roseville Genealogical Society Newsletter, Vol 
9., No. 7, July 2001 reprintedfrom The Family Tree 

(Rootdigger), Aprii'May 2001 

Dr. Howard M. Relies is developing a database of 
immigrants into New York City during 1890 from 
Austria, Poland, and Galacia. He's recording first and 
last names, Soundex code, National Archives 
Microfilm roll number, ship's name and number, and 
date of arrival from the ship's records. Dr. Relies will 
search his database free of charge for you if you email 
him at reHesh(earthlinknet 

HOW THE SANDWICH GOT ITS NAME 
from Town Talk, The Pacific Weekly, October 19, 1912 

submitted by Dave Coffnian 

It was named after John Montagu, Earl of Sandwich, who 
on one occasion not wishing to leave his place at the 
gaming table, called a waiter and ordered some slices of 
bread with ham between them to be brought to him so that 
he could go on playing without interruption. He was born 
in 1718 and died in 1792, and became famous as the 
inventor of sandwiches about the middle of the eighteenth 
century. 

(Unknown Author) 

WE ARE THE CHOSEN 
Thanks to Audrey Meyers for sharing this 

We are the chosen. In each family there is one who seems 
called to find the ancestors. To put flesh on their bones 
and make them live again, to tell the family story and to 
feel that somehow they know and approve. 

Doing genealogy is not a cold gathering of facts but, 
instead, breathing life into all who have gone before. We 
are the story tellers of the tribe. All tribes have one. We 
have been called, as it were, by our genes. Those who have 
gone before cry out to us: Tell our story. So, we do. 

In finding them, we somehow find ourselves. How many 
graves have I stood before now and cried? I have lost 
count. How many times have I told the ancestors, "You 
have a wonderful family, you would be proud of us." How 
many times have I walked up to a grave and felt somehow 
there was love there for me? I cannot say. 

It goes beyond just documenting facts. It goes to who am I 
and why do I do the things I do? It goes to seeing a 
cemetery about to be lost forever to weeds and indifference 
and saying I can't let this happen. The bones here are bones 
of my bone and flesh of my flesh. It goes to doing 
something about it. It goes to pride in what our ancestors 
were able to accomplish. How they contributed to what 
we are today. It goes to respecting their hardships and 
losses, their never giving in or giving up, their resoluteness 
to go on and build a life for their family. 

It goes to deep pride that the fathers fought and some died 
to make and keep us a Nation. It goes to a deep and 
immense understanding that they were doing it for us. It is 
of equal pride and love that our mothers struggled to give 
us birth, without them we could not exist, and so we love 
each one, as far back as we can reach. That we might be 
born who we are. That we might remember them. So we 
do. 

With love and caring and scribing each fact of their 
existence, because we are they and they are the sum of 
who we are. So, as a scribe called, I tell the story of my 
family. It is up to that one called in the next generation to 
answer the call and take my place in the long line of family 
storytellers. 

That is why I do my family genealogy, and that is what 
calls those young and old to step up and restore the 
memory or greet those whom we had never known before. 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak 
PCGS Librarian 

directly from Church Distribution at 1-800-537-5971 or 
on-line at <http://www.lds.org> or 
<http://www.familysearch.org>. 

The new Index and Transcription to 
the 1880 United States Census is 
now available for use at the Auburn 
Family History Center (FHC). 
Compiled under the direction of the 

Family and Church History Department of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, this index contains 
approximately fifty million entries. An estimated 11.5 
million volunteer hours were donated over a period of 
almost twenty years to create it. 

This is not a rehashing of the 1880 soundex. It is a new 
transcription and every name index published on 56 
computer compact discs. It offers many options to narrow 
or widen your search, including given name, last name, 
gender, race, birth year range, and birth place. It will 
automatically search for spelling variations, or you can 
request exact spelling. You can also use wildcard 
characters. If you have no idea where your ancestor was 
residing in 1880, you can start by searching the National 
Index. For a more defined location, you can search by 
region, state or county. If your ancestor is listed on the 
1880 census, no matter how sketchy or garbled the 
information, with a little creativity you should be able to 
find him or her. For instance, if you do not know the last 
name of a married female relative, but you do know where 
she lived and her approximate age, you can search by first 
name, age and county. Last name is not a required search 
element. The search options are limited only by your 
imagination. 

Once you come up with a list of entries in the index, you 
can view the household information for each person. This 
screen gives you a transcription of the names, 
relationships, sex, marital status, race, ages and birthplaces 
of all members of the household. You will also see a 
citation for the original census schedule, giving census 
place (township, county, state), page number, FHL 
microfilm number and National Archives publication 
number. To further facilitate your research, you can then 
scroll up and down the page to view information about the 
neighboring households. When you make a printout, be 
sure to click the detail" check box to include information 
on occupation and parents' birthplaces too. 

You can use the index for free at the Auburn Family 
History Center, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn. Printouts cost 
only 5o per page. If you wish to purchase your own copy to 
use at home, the set sells for $49 and may be ordered 

According to Louise Spears, Auburn FHC librarian, nearly 
everyone who has tried out the index has made new 
discoveries. Many researchers have finally found family 
members for whom they have searched for years, but could 
not find because they did not know the state of residence 
or the ancestor is not on the limited 1880 soundex. The 
Index and Transcription to the 1880 United States Census 
is arguably the most valuable, groundbreaking 
genealogical tool to be produced in recent years. 

Book Review Update: Many thanks to Frances George, 
Marilyn Larson, Bobette McClellan, Marguerite McCurry, 
Juanita Peterson, Ruth Richards, and Wava Tory who have 
completed books reviews for our new library books. 
Several other volunteers are also working on reviews. As I 
will be unable to attend our September 27 meeting, the 
next batch of books to be reviewed will be listed in the 
October newsletter and available for check out at our 
October meeting. I will make arrangements for another 
PCGS Board member to collect completed reviews at the 
September meeting. 

Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian 

Please Sign the Register each Time You Use the 
Genealogy Section in the Auburn-Placer County Library. 

Thank you to PCGS members RALPH AND VICKI 
MARTINEZ who have generously contributed to our 
Library Book Fund. 
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THE SEARCH FOR OUR BEHLS 
from Ron] Dillon 

All we knew when we started out looking for our Behis, 
was that my great grandpa's name was Jacob Francis Behl, 
and that he came out of Philadelphia. We knew my 
grandpa's brothers names, Joseph and Francis, and their 
wives and kids names. We had a Joseph Behl of Egg 
Harbor, NJ in my mom's baby pictures that my grandpa, 
Gerard, lovingly titled Uncle Joseph and Aunt Louise, 
which we found out later they weren't, but that was ok. Big 
start to say the least. 

We started out by searching the SSDI for Jacob's death 
date, which was wrong by a month, but his birth year of 
1882 was correct. So we started on the 1920 NJ soundex 
for Jacob's family entries and also Joseph Behl of Egg 
Harbor, and found both of them. We next went to the 1900 
PA soundex as we knew that Jacob would still be on it as a 
child, and hopefully we would be able to find his parents' 
names. We not only found Isidore and Regina Behl, both 
of Germany, but also Jacob, Lena, John and Theodore. We 
were ecstatic. We didn't have the census yet, so we didn't 
know that they had 10 kids and 5 survived. If we had of, 
we would've noticed one was missing. 

At the same time we were doing our Behl lines, we were 
looking for a Regina Loney Behl, the long lost first wife of 
my great Uncle Joseph Jacob Behl. We found a SSDI entry 
for a Regina Behl, that passed in 1999, and we felt that it 
had to be her. So my mom wrote to a NJ library for an obit 
on this Regina Behl, and they had one. 

It listed a relative, Winnie Behl Castaldi, and so my mom 
got her phone number and called. Winnie had no idea why 
we were calling about her aunt, not ours. My mom went 
down the small list of Behis we had, when she got to our 
Jacob, Winnie squealed "Uncle Jake". My mom had never 
heard him called that before. Winnie was descended from 
Joseph Charles Behl Sr., Jacob's older brother. 

Winnie told us that the family moved to NJ around 1909, 
as luck would have it, we had still on hold at the FHC, the 
1920 NJ soundex, and that night, we found their lines. 
Wow what a thrill, our first found cousin, and she was the 
living bible for the family and gave us much info to go 
on searching with. 

Next we found the Wimbergs. Joseph Behl of Egg 
Harbor's wife Louise's family, which Winnie knew the last 
name, and that they owned a funeral home, in Egg Harbor, 
too. We found them to be absolutely wonderful people and 
have now included them as close relatives, too. Sadly, the 
line of Joseph and Louise Behl of Egg Harbor, died off 
with their only grandchild dying childless. 

Uncle John's grandson wrote to us as an answer to a post 
on Ancestry.com  and said, we were related. Uncle John's 
son, John Jr., 88 yrs. old, filled with lots of family info, 
helped us to find, Aunt Lena and her husband, Abraham 
Cann, though we are still looking for her 
daughter, Regina Brunell. He gave us the cemeteries that 
helped us find many of the family death dates, including 
Isidore and Regina Behl, a near impossibility on our own 
to find. 

We found Uncle Theodore C. Behl had passed in 1969, in 
Bensalem, PA. He married Eleanor Malone, but they had 
no children. Again lucky, while I was looking for Uncle 
John's kids and their phone numbers, this 
Theodore Behl turned up again, in Bensalem, PA where 
mine had died 30 yrs. ago or so. I found it strange the first 
time, when I saw this listing in the online phone books, as 
we knew ours had no kids. The second time, I told my 
mother about it, and she asked if I called, and I 
said "No", so she did. This Theodore was a grandson of 
Peter Theodore Behl, Joseph of Egg Harbor's brother. 

Theodore's brother, Joseph went to Germany in 1991, and 
while he was there, he did some family research. He had 
the parents of Michael and Isidore, Michael Behl and 
Katherina?, which Isidore's death certificate 
told us it was Getz. We found our connection and with 
the info that Ted gave us from his brother's research notes, 
we found another line from Michael Jr.'s son, Karl 
(Charles) Behl, in Cape May Courthouse, NJ. 
I was looking for my Uncle John's grandson, Robert, 
which we didn't know had died, and found Karl's Robert 
instead. That opened up another link to another branch of 
the tree that came here to America 

Last but not least, while searching for Behls in 
Aschaffenburg and Krombach, the towns off of Joseph 
Behi's German research notes, I was able to find our 
Bavarian Behl cousins,  using Google.com. One lonely 
Behl listed on.a genealogical webpage for a Willi Diener, 
whose mother-in-law, was the Behl. He sent us a small 
lineage of her Behls, but nothing matched ours. So he 
drove 25 km to his Behl relatives home, 
gave them our info that I sent to him to use to check with, 
and it turned out that my Uncle Theodore C. Behl, went to 
visit them, in the 1960's, on a Sunday, and they lost contact 
when he died in 1969. They gave us 200 Behls to add to 
our growing list on a German ancestral file 
that no one could open. Michael Behl, my contact with 
that family, just told me that the paper copy of his files 
were on their way here. 

What a fun and productive search for family with only a 
name, birth date and a town. We have 346 American 
Behls, plus now the German Behis a-coming and to call 
this a success story, you can, as it is. 
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WHAT'S NEW ON THE INTERNET? 
by Jacqui Marcella 

Share your internet discoveries with us by emailing 
me at JMarcela@pacbefl.net  or see me at one of 
the meetings 

San Francisco Call Newspaper Index has been updated, 
now covering 1869-1893 
http://feefbs.org/fdb2/sfcalli.html  

San Francisco Genealogy Surnames Index, a Complete 
Site Index with over 14,000 Surnames has been updated 
also. It includes births, marriages, deaths and queries. 
http://www.sfo.com/—timandpamwolf/sfransur.htm 

Minnesota Death Index online covers the years 1906-1946 
http://people.mnhs.org/dci  

Find a gravesite--pull up a picture of the actual stone. You 
can also submit your own contributions 
http://www.findagrave.coml  

Kentucky Births from 1910 and late 1900s marriages are 
online at: 
http://www.vitalsearch-ca.com/gen/kyiky_.htm  

The Big Valley Gazette, Bieber, Lassen County, 1907-
1956 is available on the Lassen County GenWeb page. 
While Bieber is a small town in northern Lassen County, 
the paper published obituaries for neighbors in Modoc and 
eastern Shasta Counties. There are also numerous 
obituaries of people who never resided there but who are 
related to residents of Lassen County. 
http://www.cagenweb.com/tp/iassen/  

100 Top Genealogy sites—all accessible from one page 
http://www.irigen.com/g100/topsites.html  

Website to calculate birth dates based on age at death 
from gravestones 
http://searchforancestors.comlutiityfbirthday.html  

Erie Railroad Personnel Lists. Retirement and death 
indexes of approximately 2,000 employees. 
hup://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/-sponholz/erie  
.html 

Kansas-1900 Genealogical and Biographical Record of 
Northeastern Kansas. Counties include Nemaha, Brown, 
Doniphan and Atchison. A search engine is included. 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/-'pyleIGBRJ  
GBR.html 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOiCEMAIL (530) 887-2646. 
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Registrar 	  Jerry Unruh 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 

# 613 Janice & Robert Bishop 
11009 Blue Wing Place 
Auburn, CA 95603 
bish33@pacbell.net  
530 826-3822 

# 614 Ralph & Vicki Martinez 
2701 Rattlesnake Road 
Newcastle, CA 95658 
916 663-4060 
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GOD BLESS AMERICA 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
September 27 General Meeting  or 

emailed to me by October 1 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7385 	AUBURN, CA 94604-7385 

ac 
E 

C 
A 

L 	 T 
T 

GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY 

FIRST CLASS 


