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General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer 
County Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

Thursday Evening, April 25, 7:00 p.m. 

PAMELA DALLAS 
"Evaluating Evidence" 

Pam has been involved in genealogy for over ten years and 
has served in many Board positions for Placer County 
Genealogical Society, Roseville Genealogical Society and 
the Genealogical and Historical Council of Sacramento 
Valley. She is a popular lecturer on many subjects of 

.enealogical interest. This topic addresses a subject 
important to any researcher. 

MEET YOUR CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

BEVERLY and her husband 
LEONARD RUSSELL moved to 
Auburn in 1993 after retiring in 
1990 and spending 3 years in a 
motor home, full time, touring the 
United States. and doing genealogy. 
They joined PCGS in the Fall of 
1993. Leonard and Beverly 
co-chaired the sales table from 1996 

to 2000, and she became Corresponding Secretary in 2001. 

Beverly says "Besides researching for ancestors and 
learning more about history, finding and meeting living 
relatives and exchanging information is an added bonus to 
doing genealogy." 

Next Month, Thursday Evening, May 23 
"Researching the Ellis Island Web Site" 

with Lester Smith 

For info on other meetings, see back page. 

IN APPRECIATION AND THANKS 
to our newsletter mailing group who met to fold, stamp, 
seal and address the March newsletter: RUTH 
RICHARDS, BOBBIE MC CLELLAN, CLINT 
HUGHES. JOYCE HOUSE, ANNE THOMPSON, 
BEVERLY RUSSELL and JOAN PINEAU. 

to our Greeters for the February & March General 
Meeting: BOBETTE MCCLELLAN, JEANNE 
ROUNSAVELL, RONI DILLON, GERALD UNRUH, 
SUZAN VANDER LINDEN. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED ALL THE RESEARCH 
FACILITIES IN THE AREA? 

Have you ever wondered which library in the area might 
have the best selection of New England materials? Are 
you traveling to the Bay area and want to do some 
research? What research facilities will be open the day you 
want to visit? Where will you find the Brayton Collection 
or the Gone West Index? Are you looking for a new 
research facility that might have new material for you to 
look for that elusive in? 

The Genealogical & Historical Council has a new tool to 
help you find the research facilities in the greater 
Sacramento area and beyond. The Genealogical & 
Historical Research Facilities Card is now available for 
$2.00 (plus .75 postage if mailed). It lists fifty research 
facilities with hours, phone number, address, web site, and 
brief description of holdings in twelve different areas. This 
is a "must have" for beginner and experienced researchers 
alike. Obtain your copy of the Research Facilities Card 
before your next research trip. Contact Pamela Dallas, 
pbdal1as(ips.net. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDERS 

April 27 - Placer County 150' Anniversary Celebration. 
Come to the parade and Festival of History and Fun at the 
Historic Courthouse from 12:30-4:00 p.m. 

April 27-28 - The Scottish Games & Gathering, sponsored 
by the Caledonian Club, is held in Woodland. For info 
http://www.saccaledonian.org/WhatsNew.html  

May 11 - Root Cellar presents "Patterns and Process in 
Genealogy" with Sandra Hargreaves Luebking at 
Woodcreek High School in Roseville. For details, see their 
web site: http://rootsweb.com/—carcsgs/rootcellar.html 
or email Chuck Knuthson at cknuthson@surewest.net  

June 7 & 8 - South Lake Tahoe's Family History Fair, 
Free. For more info call 530-544-1214 or 530-573-1062 

August 7-10 - FGS Conference, A Goidnune of Diversity, 
Ontario convention Center, Ontario CA. For info, see their 
website: http://www.fgs.org  

August 24 - Nevada County Genealogical Society 
Seminar with Henry Z. "Hank" Jones. Details in the 
coming months. 

WHAT'S NEW ON THE INTERNET? 
by Jacqui Marcella 

Share your internet discoveries by emailing them to 
me at JInarcela(pacbel1.net  or see me at meetings 

NARA'S 1930 CENSUS SITES 
http://1930census.archives.gov  
Pam Dallas says they have the ED film info on this site as 
well as soundex searches. 

PLACER COUNTY PRE-1905 DEATH RECORDS 
ARE ONLINE 
http://www.rootsweb.com/—cabfl905/l*ndex.htmi 
Some updating has been done on the site to resolve 
problems with some browsers. Kern, Sutter, and more San 
Francisco County records have been added in addition to 
Placer County. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
By Joyce House 

At our March General Meeting, I introduced our new 
Mentoring Program. This program consists of a list of 
PCGS members who have some knowledge and experience 
in researching a specific area or topic. This list will be 
available to all PCGS members who have run into 
roadblocks and have exhausted all means of solving their 
genealogical research problem. 

I'm not asking anyone to give up a lot of their time, but to 
share their knowledge and experience with those who need 
some assistance. A mentor may even need to call on 
another mentor on a topic they are having problems 
researching. Everyone can benefit from this program. 

Look over the information provided on our Mentoring 
Program on the next page, give some consideration as to 
what areas and/or topics you have done a lot of research 
and feel that you could be of help to someone who has run 
into roadblocks in their research effort. Please fill out the 
form and bring it to the April meeting. This program is for 
all PCGS members, even if you live in a nearby town or 
community. 

A special THANK YOU goes to BOB BISHOP who 
volunteered to be our Publicity Chairman. Bob told me 
that he is the Public Relations chair for another 
organization and this is not a difficult job. I appreciate your 
comment. Many times I think people hesitate to volunteer 
because they think the job is more than what it actually is. 
Thank you, again. 

LIBRARY FUN]) DONORS 
Thank you to the following members who generously 
donated to the library fund: 

Alta Lankford 
Shirley And Robert Troub 
Dora Lee Witt 
Ralph And Vicki Martinez. 
Donna Manley 
Pamela Sessions 
Barbara And Lois Leak 
Esther Ardary 
Martha Couch 
Lolita And Martin Taylor 
Pamela And Ken Gissv 
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MENTORING PROGRAM 

This program will consist of a list of individuals from our society who have knowledge and experience in a specific area 
or topic in which they could be of assistance to other members who need help in resolving their genealogical research 
problems. 

We will establish a list of mentors, post it in our newsletter, and provide the Mentor List at our monthly meetings. The 
list will have the name of the mentor; their area of knowledge and experience; their email address, if they have one; and 
phone number (which is optional). If you provide your phone number, you can request that you would like to receive 
calls on a certain day or days of the week and/or time of day. 

As a mentor you may choose on one or two areas and/or topics and later add or even remove a topic from the list. 

Guidelines for the Mentoring Program 

Our Mentor List consists of PCGS members who volunteer to assist and answer questions from other PCGS members. 
These questions should be clear and specific. The researcher should have made an effort to resolving his research 
problem before contacting a mentor. The mentor shouldn't be expected to do any research for the novice seeking help. 
The mentor acts as a guide and leads the researcher towards possible sources to help him solve his genealogical research 
problem. 

Suggested Areas for mentoring but not limited to:: 
Beginning Genealogy 	Census Records 
Migration 
	 1930 Census Prep. 

Vital Records 
	

Military Records 
Naturalization Records 
	

Immigration 
Probate/Wills Records 
	Land and Deeds 

Specific State or County 
Church Records (Jewish, Catholic) 
Native American 
Foreign Locality (German, Irish) 
Computer/Internet (GEDCOM) 

Mentor Name: 

List areas of knowledge and experience where you can be a mentor: 

E-mail Address: 

Phone Number: 

Days & Times available to be contacted: 

M,T,W,Th,F,Sa,Su 	D (day) F (Evening) 
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Mostly from the Floor 
(Off the Wall Comments) 
by Jerry Unruh 

Preparing for the 1930 
Census with Family Tree 
Maker 
Practical Extensions 

At this 'point I decided to keep all of the records but to 
further sort down the locations in a more correct order by 
State, County, and then City/Town. 

In FTM the location field is one field, not separated into 
fields for Country, State, County, City or Town. The 
problem is that we need to be able to separate our single 
field into multiple fields. The goal is to group the locations 
in a more logical order so that errors are easier to spot. 

Let's get started. 

Last month we discussed how to get a complete list of 
locations out of Family Tree Maker (FTM). I indicated that 
I had imported the data into Excel to sort and present the 
data in a usable form. It seems not everyone has Excel and I 
was asked if the same procedure would work with 
Microsoft Works. Microsoft Works comes preinstalled with 
most PCs purchased in the last few years. We were able to 
successfully use the same procedure with the Works 
spreadsheet program. 	 - 

I indicated last month that you would need to know about 
your ancestors! The report from last month allowed you to 
view your locations sorted by location with the city first (if 
you know the city/town) and then the rest of the location as 
you entered it into FTM. This should not be too bad in 
reference to the 1930 Census records since you will have to 
narrow the location down to that level or more to find the 
correct enumeration district. In searching for your ancestors 
in the 1930 census, this report is generally useful only to 
alert you to possible other family in the same area at the 
same time. 

I said last month that you could delete the records out of the 
spreadsheet that were not relevant pertaining to the 1930 
Census. In looking at my data, I recognized some possible 
problems and chose to use the report to assist in correcting 
these errors. Some of these problems were: 

A new state beyond current fifty states - "Arizonia" 
Locations that were missing counties but were in 

the same time frame as those with counties 
Locations that I had not yet taken the time to find 

the County 
Locations that I had not yet taken the time to find 

the County and State (Depending on the time frame - 
territory or state as well as county line changes) 

Locations that only had County and State or just a 
State (These were mostly not errors, I just did not have a 
town or the event happened on the farm not in town or 
before there were towns.) 

Saint Somewhere and St. Somewhere as separate 
spellings 

Start Microsoft Works spreadsheet and open the file that 
you created from last month. 
Sort the report by location; you can additionally sort by any 
other column but you want the primary sort by location. 
Save the file so we can be assured to come back to the same 
exact sort in this file later. 
Highlight the location column 
Select Edit 
Select Copy 
Open a new Microsoft Works spreadsheet 
Select Edit 
Select Paste 
You now have the location column in a new spreadsheet 
Select File 
Select Save As 
Type in a name such as "temp.txf' 
Select Save as type "Text and commas (csv) 
Select Save 
You can now close the Microsoft Works spreadsheets 
Start the Microsoft Works word processor 
Select Open 
Select the file you just saved "temp.txt" 
You now have all of your locations in your word processor. 
Now we need to edit the file 
Select Edit 
Select Replace 
Enter a quote in Find what:" 
Leave the Replace with: blank 
Select Replace All 

You will get a message box with how many replacements 
were made 
Select Okay 
Now enter a comma and a space ", "into the Find what: 
box 
Enter only a comma "," in the Replace with" box 
Select Replace All 
You will get a message box with how many replacements 
were made 
Select Okay 
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"*ilect Cancel or the X in the upper right corner to close the 
place dialog box 

You have now finished the first part of the editing so save 
the file 
Select File 
Select Save as 
You may use the same name "temp.txt" or the name you 
chose before 
Select Save as type: "Text File (*.txt, * csv) 
Select Save 

You now have everything saved so we can continue with 
the editing. We want to break the locations down to three 
distinct (four if you have included country) fields by 
inserting commas in the file. We will be adding extra 
commas to be able to separate the location when we import 
the file back into the Works spreadsheet. 

Replace "Location" on the first line with 
"City,County,State". Note that there are no spaces and do 
not include the quotes. 
Insert an additional comma between the city and state 
where you have no county. A line which you had as 
"Meno,Oklahoma" would become "Meno,,Oklahoma" 
Tnsert a leading comma where you have only a county and 

ite. A line that you had as "Harvey Co.,Kansas" would 
5ecome ",Harvey Co.,Kanas". 
Insert two leading commas where you only have a state. A 
line as "California" would become ",,California". 

Save your file as you go. You don't want to lose the editing 
that you have done. Each time you want to again save as a 
text file. 
Select File 
Select Save as 
You may use the same name "temp.txt" or the name you 
chose before 
Select Save as type: "Text File (*.txt, *.csv) 
Select Save 

When you are done with adding commas into the file, you 
will have a text file (more commonly called a CSV or 
comma separated variable). You can close the Microsoft 

Works word processor after you have made your final file 
save. Let's now combine the two files in the spreadsheet. 

Open Microsoft Works spreadsheet 
irt Microsoft Works spreadsheet and open the ifie that 

"Ou created from last month. 
Now open the new text file you just saved 
Select File  

Select Open 
Select File of type: "Text (*.txt)" 
Select File name: "temp.txt" or the name which you chose 
Select Open 
Select Edit 
Select All 
Select Edit 
Select Copy 
Select File 
Select Close 
If you are asked to Save changes to your file you may select 
No - remember we just opened it and did not make any 
changes. 
If you are asked to Save large clipboard contents, select 
Yes. 
You should now be back to your original spreadsheet 
Place your cursor in the first cell of the first empty column. 
Select Edit 
Select Paste 

You now have a spreadsheet that has the following 
columns: Name, Date, Event, Location, City, County, and 
State. If you have carefully followed these directions every 
thing should look okay. Save your work before proceeding. 
After saving you may now sort your new spreadsheet by 
State, County, and City. You now have accomplished the 
impossible and it wasn't that hard. You will probably find 
that you have some typographical errors in your files. It will 
now be much easier to spot these errors as well as the 
additional problems I had in my locations. 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
by Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian 

New at the Auburn-Placer County 
Library: 
The Everything Family Tree Book: 
Finding, Charting, and Preserving 

Your Family History, by William G. Hartley (Holbrook. 
Mass.: Adams Media Corp., 1998). 
The Everything Family Tree Book is an easy-to-read 
introduction to becoming a family historian. As the title 
implies, it contains a little bit about everything, starting 
with the beginning steps to genealogy research, and 
progressing through preserving family records, recording 
oral histories, writing life stories, and publishing a family 
history book. The book is designed to pique the interest of 
the beginner and it contains several ideas for family history 
projects, including projects suitable for young people. This 
book is located on the circulating shelves and may be 
checked out for reading at home. (Call 9929.1 Har) 

A Genealogist's Guide to Discovering Your Immigrant & 
Ethnic Ancestors, by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack, CG 
(Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 2000). 
This is one of a growing number of research guides 
published by Betterway Books. Betterway seems to have 
found a magic formula. I am increasingly impressed with 
the quality and usefulness of their publications. This guide 
focuses on the records and background knowledge needed 
to identify and research immigrant and ethnic ancestors in 
America. Part One deals with researching records that yield 
clues to immigrant origins.  These range from the 
commonly used census schedules to often neglected 
sources such as ethnic newspapers, orphan train records, 
and emigrant aid societies. Carinack devotes a separate 
chapter to immigration and naturalization records, where 
she includes information on alien registrations, border 
crossings, passports, and births and deaths at sea. Part Two 
is an historical overview of major ethnic groups in 
America. Migration patterns, dates of major waves of 
immigration, and historical reasons for immigrating are 
profiled for each of forty distinct ethnic groups. Strategies 
are given for researching African American and Native 
American ethnic ancestors too. Whatever your particular 
ethnic heritage, you are likely to find this book to be both 
useful as a research guide and interesting as a source of 
historical background. Fortunately, the library has placed 
this book on the circulating shelves. You may check it out 
for reading at home. (Call 4929.1072 Car) 

A Genealogist's Guide to Discovering Your Irish 
Ancestors, by Dwight A. Radford and Kyle J. Betit 
(Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 2001). 

After the book above helps you discover your immigrant 
ancestors, next you research your foreign ancestors. This 
guide defines the challenges of Irish family research and 
provides strategies for overcoming them. The strategies 
begin with records for tracing Irish immigrants who settled 
in the U.S., Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Great Britain, 
and the British West Indies. There are guidelines for 
determining an Irish ancestor's place of origin, with special 
advice about tracing the Scots-Irish. The strategies continue 
with the use of records and repositories in Ireland. Where 
necessary, differences are noted between researching 
Protestant Irish and Catholic Irish. This book is on the 
library's circulating shelves, so you may check it out for 
reading at home. But if you are actively interested in Irish 
research, after reading the library's copy, you may decide 
to buy your own. (Call 4929.1089 Rad) 

New at the Auburn Family History Center (FHC): 
FTM CD #164 Mortality Index: United States, 1850-
1880 
When the federal census was taken in 1850, 1860, 1870 
and 1880, separate schedules were prepared recording the 
names of persons who had died during the twelve months 
preceding census day. This CD indexes those mortality 
schedules. Each entry provides the name and age of the 
decedent, the state of birth (or country if foreign born), the 
month of death, and the cause of death. Occupation is 
sometimes given too. Be aware that this database is not 
complete for all states. For instance, there are entries for 
only thirteen counties in California and they are for the 
1850 mortality schedules only. On the other hand, entries 
for West Virginia appear to cover all counties for all four 
census years. You can find out what counties are included 
and for what years by clicking the "Contents" tab on the 
right-hand side of the computer screen. The FHC has 
indexes to the mortality schedules on microfiche too. Some 
original schedules have been microfilmed and are 
obtainable on loan. 

Books Available for Review 
These books and others will be available at our April 
meeting for members volunteering to write book reviews: 
MacGunnigle. Rhode Island Freemen, 1747-1755: A 

Census of Registered Voters. 
O'Hart. The Irish and Anglo-Irish Landed Gentry. 
Roberts. Ancestors ofAmeri can Presidents. 
Schweitzer. Civil War Genealogy; Revolutionary War 

Genealogy; and War of 1812 Genealogy. 3 vols. 
Wakefield. Index to Wills in R.I. Genealogical Register, 

Volumes 1 through 4. 
Worden. The New York Genealogical and Biographical 

Record, 113 Years Master Index, 1870-1982. 

Please Sign the Register each Time You Use the 
Genealogy Section in the Auburn-Placer County Library. 
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PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Joyce House 
Vice President 	  Ruth Richards 
Past President 	  Pamela Dallas 
Recording Secretary 	  Joan Pineau 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Beverly Russell 
Treasurer 	  Anne Thompson 
Registrar 	  Jerry Unruh 
Director 	  Barbara Leak 
Director 	  Suzan Vander Linden 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Newsletter Editor 	  Jacqui Marcella 
Field Trips 	  Pamela Dallas 
Historian 	 Donna Manley 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
Programs 	  Ruth Richards 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Clint Hughes 
Study Group 	  Joyce House 
Raffle 	  Virginia Pierce 
Volunteer Coordinator 	  Rom Dillon 
Family Tree Maker Group 	  Jerry Unruh 
PCGS Web Master 	  Jerry Unruh 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 
4622 Sybella Souza 
25690 Summer Lake Lane 
Colfax, CA 95713 
sybellaiglide.net  
(530) 346-6820 

#623 Shirley Allen 
525 Perkins Way 
Auburn, CA 95603 

4624 Ruth A. Godwin and Donna Hokett (cousin) 
1756 5th St 
Lincoln, CA 95648 
godwin@mindsync. corn 
(916) 645-1962 

4625 Patrick C. Witz 
P.O Box 580 
Meadow Vista, CA 95722 
webwitz@pacbell.net  
(530) 878-4410 

626 Judith and George Adams 
10 Gold Hill Rd 

Newcastle, CA 95658 
jwadams@macnexus.org  
(916) 663-0275 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM FOR 2002 
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society and mail to: 
Placer County Genealogical Society, P0 Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

NAME: FIRST 	 MIDDLE 
	

LAST 

SPOUSE'S NAME 	 E-MAIL ADDRESS 
	

TELEPHONE (with area code) 

ADDRESS (Please include zip code) 

 

$11.00 Individual Membership 

Book Fund Contribution 

   

$15.00 Family Membership 

TOTAL ENCLOSED 

    

    

    

    

Our PCGS member list is made available to our membership 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
Thursday, April 25 - General Meeting, PAMELA DALLAS presents "Evaluating Evidence" at 7 p.m. at the Beecher 
Room of the Auburn-Placer Co. Library. (See front page for details) 

Tuesday, May 7 - Day Study Group with Barbara Leak at the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library. 
Reading Old Handwriting - Handwriting styles have changed over the years. We will look at samples of some archaic 
letter formations, compare letters that are often confused, and practice reading documents from the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries. 

Thursday, May 9 - Family Tree Maker User's Group meets from 10:00 a.m. until noon at the LDS Stake Building at 
1255 Bell Road, Auburn. May's meeting will focus on source citations in FTM. For further information, contact Jerry 
Unruh at gunruh@pcgenes.com. 

Wednesday, May 15 - Placer County Genealogical Society Board meets at 9:30 am. in the Carnegie Library, 
175 Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend. 

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Senior Citizens 
Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, (530) 432-1870 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our web site 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
April 25 General Meeting or email to 
me by May 1. 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7385 	AUBURN, CA 94604-7385 
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