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General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer 
County Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

Thursday Evening, JUNE 27, 7:00 p.m. 
DR. DONALD MAC RAE presents the 

SCIENCE OF NAMES 

Dr. MacRae was born near the Isle of Skye, in the 
Highlands of Scotland. He was educated in Scotland, 
Switzerland, and the United States. His interest at an early 
age in languages and linguistics served to be the basis of 
the science of names. He holds a PHD in Etymology from 
the University of Edinburgh. 

Dr. MacRae has been the Director of the American 
Heraldic & Genealogical Institute in Sacramento since 
1968. He has lectured, made presentations and given 
workshops in heraldry, genealogy, surnames, and the 
history of Scottish Clans and tartans. 

Thursday Evening, July 25 
BARBARA LEAK presents 

THINKING GEO-LOGICALLY: TOPOGRAPHICAL 
MAPS & THE GEOGRAPHIC NAMES DATABASE 

Popular among hikers and campers, the U.S. Geological 
Survey's detailed, topographical maps are underutilized by 
most genealogists. With them, you can find the hills & 
streams, remote communities, ancestral homesteads, 
churches, cemeteries, and other places important to your 
research. This presentation includes information on land 
platting, online mapping sources, and the Geographic 
Names Database. 

Librarian and former president of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, Barbara is a longtime volunteer at 
the Auburn Family History Center, a former newsletter 
editor for the Genealogical & Historical Council of 
Sacramento Valley, and a frequent genealogical lecturer 
and seminar instructor. In 1998, she received a 
Distinguished Service Award from the California State 
Genealogical Alliance. 

Watch for a postcard in AUGUST with details of 
MARIA BROWER's presentation on 

"RAILROAD RECORDS" 
For info on other meetings, see back page. 

MEET YOUR REGISTRAR 

First generation Californian, JERRY 
UNRUH was born and raised in the 
Long Beach area, then moved to 
Loomis in 1977. He joined PCGS in 
1986 after determining that he had no 
ancestors and served as Vice President 
and Registrar. He has also been very 
involved with the Family Tree Maker 
Special Interest Group. "During the 

early years when I had no ancestors," Jerry says, "I worked 
on writing a computer genealogy program." "Around 19941 
started to find a few relatives and decided that I needed to 
spend more time researching and less time programming, 
although wishing the current genealogy programs had some 
features that were in the old program." "With the added 
research time and a lot of luck finding other researchers, the 
number of people in my database has really flourished, 
although I'm still having a problem joining the DAR." 

IN APPRECIATION AND THANKS 
.to our newsletter mailing group who met to fold, stamp, 

seal and address the May newsletter: CLINT and DIANE 
HUGHES, BOBBIE MC CLELLAN, ANNE 
THOMPSON. 

.to our Greeters for the May General Meeting: RON! 
DILLON, DAVE MACHADO, AND JERRY UNRUH 

.and to the car pool drivers for the NARA field trip: BILL 
RICHARDS, KEN IIITCHENS, AND to PAM 
DALLAS who drove and planned the trip. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDERS 

July 18-20 - The British Isles Family History Society - 
U.S.A. presents their 15th annual Genealogical Seminar 
aboard the Queen Mary, in Long Beach. Speakers include 
Kyle Betit, Jan Gow, Else Churchill, Linda Jonas, Barbara 
Renick, Judith Eccles Wight, Dr. I. D. E. Thomas and Dr. 
Ivan Johnson. For more information see: 

http://www.rootsweb.com/-biflisusa/seminar.html   

August 7-10 - FGS Conference, A Goldmine of Diversity, 
Ontario convention Center, Ontario CA. For info, see their 
website: http://www.fgs.org  

August 24 - Nevada County Genealogical Society's Tenth 
Annual Seminar with Henry Z. "Hank" Jones. First Baptist 
Church, 1866 Ridge Road, Grass Valley from 9am to 4pm, 
registration starts at 8:30 am. COST: $15 before August 
12; $20 after that date, bag lunch is available for $5 if 
ordered before August 19, 2002 For additional information 
call Joan Bega 530-346-8909 or email: bega@netshel.net  

September 25 - G.A.S. bus trip to National Archives and 
Suiro Library. For info call Ann Karacas (916) 372-0606 
or Raipha Crouse (916) 689-4524. Reservations and 
payment are due two weeks prior to the trip. 

October 4-6 - The Genealogical Council of Oregon's 
Seminar "Find it in the Past, Record it for the Future" will 
be held in Salem, Oregon. Keynote speaker is Cyndi 
Howells. For information, contact: g1enzenorednet.org  

November 2 - Sacramento Family History Center Fall 
Seminar, Citrus Heights Stake. Details to follow at 
http:/lfamilyhistorvcenter.info 

The extensive use of typewriters threatens to make 
penmanship a lost art says The Nevada County Union, 
June 1902 issue. 

NEWS FROM FAMILYSEARCH.ORG  

The British isles Vital Records index: Second Edition is 
available for $20.00 on compact disc and can now be 
purchased online. This set contains approximately 12.3 
million people who lived from 1538-1906 with information 
taken from birth, christening, and marriage records. Records 
are from selected parishes in the British Isles, which include 
England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, and the Isle of Man. This 
set of compact discs updates and includes the previously 
released British Isles Vital Record Index resource file. 

The1881 Canadian Census on four compact discs can now 
be purchased online for $11.00. These discs contain 
approximately 4.3 million individuals who were enumerated 
on April 4, 1881 in the Provinces of British Columbia, 
Manitoba, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince 
Edward Island, and Quebec, and the Northwest Territories. 
(The Northwest Territories in 1881 contained the current 
provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan and parts of 
historical Manitoba, Quebec, and Ontario, plus the Territory 
of Yukon and the western part of the Territory of Nunavut.) 
Information from the following fields was extracted: name, 
age, gender, location at the time of the census, birthplace, 
ethnic origin, occupation, religious affiliation, marital status, 
and notations. 

Product Support for Family History Products, including 
Personal Ancestral File (PAF), is now available through a 
link on the FamilySearch.org  Home Page. One of the 
options is for Local Support (how to contact local resources 
for help). 

NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS 

from the San Benito Advance, Hollister, San Benito 
County, CA 
11 July 1874: 
Some of the young people had a dance at Wm. Hanna's 
dwelling house Tuesday evening. I hope that the man that 
played for them upon a gourd with hickory bark and called 
it music will retire to the backwoods and practice. 

from the Redding Record Searchlight, Shasta County, CA 
18 July 1901 
15 hobos began a beer-drinking fiasco in Redding, but law 
enforcement officers were determined to pay no expense to 
jail them and tried to ship them out of town by locking them 
inside a boxcar. However train workers kicked the men off 
the train. So the officers walked six of the hobos out of 
town. The others left on their own 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
from Joyce House 

Remember in the March issue of Placer Trails I indicated 
that my parents were out of the country at the time the 
1930 census was taken. Last month when we went to the 
National Archives on our field trip, I found my parents in 
the 1930 census. Knowing that they weren't there, I assume 
the neighbor provided the information for my parents. My 
Dad's age, age at marriage, and year of immigration were 
all wrong; and my Mother's year of immigration was 
wrong.This is a good example of how errors occur in 
census records. 

Someone described the task of researching the 1930 
censuses as "Ifs a bear." I found that researching someone 
in a small town or rural area was much easier than trying to 
locate them in a city. Even with an address in hand, and an 
E.D.number (which I got from a crosswalk film of the 
1920 Census E.D. to the 1930 Census ED.) I still had to 
scan eight enumerator districts to find my ancestor. By the 
weather today, I can safely say that summer is here.Maybe 
this summer you are visiting family, doing research, 
walking through cemeteries looking for that missing 
ancestor or maybe you are attending the FGS Conference 
in Ontario, CA, whatever your plans, I hope you all have a 
good summer. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED... 

The Auburn Stake Family History Center at 1255 Bell 
Road, is looking for regular and substitute volunteers to 
assist people with their genealogical research. This is a 
great opportunity to learn about all of the resources this 
little library has to offer. When there is no one needing 
assistance, this is an opportunity to do your own research. 
You couldn't be in a better place. Also, you do not have to 
be a member of the church to volunteer at the library. 

A regular scheduled volunteer would work one 4-hour stint 
a week. A good opportunity to try this volunteer job 
would be to fill in as a substitute for vacationing 
volunteers. If you are interested, please call Ralph 
Martinez, Director of the FHC, 916-6634060. 

CALIFORNIA VITAL RECORD INDEXES 
AT RISK 

By Barbara Leak 

Since mid-April, the wary eyes of the genealogical 
community have been fixed on the California State 
Legislature. Senate Bill 1614, initiated by Gov. Gray 
Davis' administration and authored by Sen. Jackie Speier, 
seeks to limit access to the California birth and death 
indexes. 

As originally written, the bill made the current indexes 
confidential and required the compiling of new indexes 
with less identifying information. Anyone wanting to use 
the new indexes, available at the State and local registrar 
offices only, was required to sign a statement that the 
information would not be used for criminal intent. With 
other restrictions imposed, the bill would have cost 
multimillions of dollars. 

As of May 30th,  the bill had been stripped of its original 
wording, leaving only one sentence: "It is the intent of the 
Legislature to enact legislation to protect the 
confidentiality of birth and death record indices. "By the 
time you read this newsletter, the bill will most likely have 
been rewritten and have moved from the Senate to the State 
Assembly. Make no mistake, Sen. Speier's intent to make 
the indexes confidential is clear. 

The National Genealogical Society, the Federation of 
Genealogical Societies, the California State Genealogical 
Alliance, and individual genealogists all over the country 
have voiced opposition to SB 1614. Losing access to the 
indexes would be crippling to anyone researching family in 
California. And if it happens in California, other states will 
soon follow suit. Ultimately, this bill affects all U.S. 
genealogists! 

We need your help to keep our vital record indexes 
accessible. Many of us have already written letters voicing 
our objections to SB1614. As the bill makes its way 
through the Assembly, many more letters will need to be 
sent. Because of the time-sensitive nature of this issue, it is 
impossible for PCGS to keep you updated via the Placer 
Trails newsletter. Jfyou have e-mail, we urge you to 
subscribe to the PCGS members-only e-mail list where we 
have been, and will continue, posting detailed reports on 
this bill. To subscribe to the list, simply send an e-mail to 
<CA-PCGS-L-request@rootsweb.com> with just the 
word "subscribe" (without the quote marks) in the body of 
the message. 
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian 

New at the Auburn-Placer County 
Library: 

Everton 's Family History Magazine 
Wow! What happened to Ever/on Genealogical Helper? 
The granddaddy of genealogy magazines has been laid to 
rest. R.I.P. Witness the birth of Ever/on 's Family History 
Magazine. Family History made its debut with the January 
/February 2002 issue. Gone are the pages and pages of 
queries (not gone completely, but definitely scaled back). 
In their place are several terrific feature articles dealing 
with history, records, and research. For example, the debut 
issue carries articles on women in time of war, Civil War 
surgeons, Native American military scouts, Civil War 
pension records, and finding railroading ancestors. The 
March/April issue's feature articles deal with researching 
female ancestors. There are still lots of advertisements; 
there are still software and book reviews; there are still 
extensive website listings. Best of all, the Auburn Library 
still has a subscription. You can check out each issue and 
take it home to read. And read it you will! The Helper was 
a magazine to browse. Family History is a magazine to 
absorb. (This magazine is located with the periodicals in 
the Genealogy Section of the Auburn Library. If you can't 
find any issues, it's because someone else has them 
checked out.) 

The Placer Herald, 1931-1949 
The Auburn Library recently acquired eight new rolls of 
microfilm of the Placer Herald newspaper for the years 
1931 to 1949. First published in Auburn in September 
1852, the Placer Herald was the county's leading 
newspaper for decades. It is an essential research source for 
Placer County genealogists and historians. The library now 
has nearly a 100-year run of issues. They are located in the 
top drawer of the microfilm cabinet in the Genealogy 
Section. 

Tracing Your Family Tree: How to Begin 
Edited by Barbara E. Leak (Rev. ed., Auburn, Calif.: 
Placer County Genealogical Society, 1999) 
What can I say? This is a practical handbook for beginning 
researchers and the only guidebook for users of the 
Auburn-Placer County Library and the Auburn Family 
History Center. There is now a reference copy available on 
the Genealogy Shelves in the Auburn Library. (Call #R 
929.1 Tra Geneal) 

New at the Auburn Family History Center: 

Acadian-Cajun Family Trees, CD-ROM 
(Progeny Publishing) 
Acadian-Cajun Family Trees is a lineage-linked database 
containing more than 60,000 Acadian and Cajun ancestral 
names. The database is a compilation of unedited family 
trees submitted by more than 200 individual researchers to 
Yvon Cyr, host of the Acadian-Cajun website 
<www.acadian.org>. 

Founded in 1604, the French colony of Acadia, now Nova 
Scotia, became the object of a tug-of-war between France 
and Great Britain in the mid-1700s. The Acadian settlers 
were its tragic victims. Between 1755 and 1763, 75% of 
Acadia's population, more than 10,000 people, were 
deported by the British. Many were sent to the American 
Colonies: Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, North and South Carolina, and 
Georgia. Many died in transport. Those who survived 
faced harsh anti-French, anti-Catholic sentiment in the 
American Colonies. Unhappy in their new surroundings, 
some Acadians attempted to return to Nova Scotia; some 
went to Quebec; some to Martinque and Santo Domingo; 
some to the former French colony of Louisiana where the 
new Spanish rule was sympathetic to Roman Catholics. For 
some, their migrations continued until 1816. Today, five 
main concentrations of Acadian descendants are found in 
the Canadian maritime provinces, Quebec, Louisiana, New 
England, and France. 

Most of the family names of early the Acadian settlers are 
known from 1 gth  centuly historical documents, such as 
parish and census records. An alphabetical list of the 
approximately 300 known family names is given at the end 
of the "Acadian History" section of this CD. From the 
database itself you can print family group sheets, pedigrees 
and descendancy charts. The Acadian-Cajun Family Trees 
CD is located at Computer #4 in rack E, slot 20, at the 
Auburn Family History Center. 

Recommended Reading: 

Members who attended the May meeting of the PCGS 
Study Group met the challenge of learning to 
read—learning to read old handwritten documents, that is. 
One of the recommended guides for acquiring this skill is 
Chapter 2 "Familiar Record Practices: Problems and 
Terminology," in Val D. Greenwood's The Researcher's 
Guide to American Genealogy. A classic genealogy 
textbook, The Researcher's Guide is available at six 
branches of the Placer County Library: Auburn, Colfax, 
Granite Bay, Loomis, Rocklin and Tahoe City. (Call 
#929.1 Greenwood; Auburn has a circulating copy and a 
reference copy on the Genealogy Shelves, all other 
branches have reference copies.) 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBER: 

#632 Diane Murach 
dmurach@starstream.net  
1742 Winding Way 
Lincoln, CA 95648 
916408-0355 

PCGS MENTOR LIST - ADDITIONS 

NAME: Barbara Leak 
AREAS: 
Military Records 
Federal Land Records 
Deeds 
Finding things in the FFILC 
Resources in the Auburn Library 
California Research 
Indiana Research 
Kentucky (early research) 
Virginia (early research) 
West Virginia Research 
Maine Research 
Denmark Research 

E-MAIL: kin2barb@pacbellnet  
AVAILABLE: e-mail anytime 
In person at the Auburn Family History Center on 
Wednesdays 2 pm to 5:30 pm 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Joyce House 
Vice President 	  Ruth Richards 
Past President 	  Pamela Dallas 
Recording Secretary 	  Joan Pineau 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Beverly Russell 
Treasurer 	  Anne Thompson 
Registrar 	  Jerry Unruh 
Director 	  Barbara Leak 
Director 	  Suzan Vander Linden 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Newsletter Editor  
	

Jacqui Marcella 
Publicity  
	

Bob Biship 
Field Trips 	  Pamela Dallas 
Historian 	 Donna Manley 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
Programs 	  Ruth Richards 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Clint Hughes 
Study Group 	  Joyce House 
Raffle 
	

Virginia Pierce 
Volunteer Coordinator 	  Rom Dillon 
Family Tree Maker Group 	  Jerry Unruh 
PCGS Web Master 	  Jerry Unruh 
http://www.pcgenes.comlpcgs.html  

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING PCGS MEMBERS WHO HAVE GENEROUSLY 
CONTRIBUTED TO OUR LIBRARY BOOK FUND: 

Mabyn Nacco 
Margaret O'Brien 
Frances George 
Mancel And Beverly Spoor 
Harold Rogers 
Barbara Braker 
Roberta Prentice 
Sue Wenrich-Bucholz 
Janice Turner 
Beverly And Leonard Russell 
Barbara Haffey 
Alta Lankford 
Sharon Balmain 
Joyce House 

Geneva Smith 
Collette LaRocque-Zetterberg 
William And Jean Foskett 
Elizabeth Everhart 
Shirley And Robert Troub 
Dora Lee Wilt 
Ralph And Vicki Martinez 
Donna Manley 
Pamela Sessions 
Barbara And Lois Leak 
Esther Ardary 
Martha Collell 
Lolita And Martin Taylor 
Pamela And Kenneth Gissy 

Loretta Byrd 
Betsy E. Hansen 
Mary Harper 
Dee Wheeler 
Dorothy Thommson 
Susan Dunlap 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

Summer General Meetings - Thursday, June 27, July 25, August 22 at 7p.m. at the Beecher Room of the Auburn-
Placer Co. Library. (See front page for details) 

No Day Study Group Meetings in July & August - Watch for a postcard in August to announce the Day Study Group 
in September. 

Summer Family Tree Maker User's Group Meetings - Thursday, July 11, August 8, September 12 - 10:00 a.m. 
until noon at the LDS Stake Building at 1255 Bell Road, Auburn. For further information,, contact Jerry Unruh at 
gunruhpcgenes.com. 

Wednesday, July 17 - Placer County Genealogical Society Board meets at 9:30 a.m. in the Carnegie Library, 
175 Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend. 

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Senior Citizens 
Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, (530) 432-1870 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our web site 
http:llwww.pcgenes.comlpcgs.html 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
August 22 General Meeting or 

email to me by September 1. 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
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