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General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer 
County Library, 350 Nevada Street in Auburn. 

MEET YOUR DIRECTOR, 
SUZAN VANDER LINDEN 

I started doing genealogy 27 years 
ago. The original reason was to give 
this information to my children. 
After having my children, somehow 
pony club, soccer, and little league 
occupied my time with little time for 
genealogy. 

 

Thursday Evening, September 26, 7:00 p.m. 
CHUCK KNUTHSON 

"Naturalization Records" 

    

Chuck is a police captain and has served in law 
enforcement for more than 30 years. He has been studying 
and conducting genealogical research for 25 years. For the 
past six years, he has instructed beginning genealogy 
classes at two Sacramento-area community colleges and a 

...emester-length college computer course. He speaks at 
local and regional genealogical societies and is working 
toward certification as a professional genealogist. 

Next Month, Thursday Evening, October 24 
"CITY DIRECTORIES" 
with GLENDA LLOYD 

For info on other meetings, see back page. 

IN APPRECIATION AND THANKS 
.to our newsletter mailing group who met to fold, stamp, 

seal and address the June newsletter: JOYCE HOUSE, 
BOBBLE MC CLELLAN, ANNE THOMPSON, and 
AUDREY MEYERS. 

• .to our Greeters at the Summer General Meetings: RONI 
DILLON, JOAN PINEAU, ALICE BOTHELLO, 
BOBBIE MC CLELLAN, JEANNE ROUNSAVELL 

Several years ago I joined PCGS in hopes of focusing my 
interest back on genealogy. I have enjoyed seminars and the 
Family TreeMaker Users group. 

I'm currently taking an internet genealogy class which has 
opened my eyes as to where information is available. Ellis 
Island and 1930 census have been filled with information. 
My maternal grandfather is my next area to explore (Bibb, 
Evans, Budnan). 

IN MEMORIAM 
MARILYNN LAIRD CARUTHERS 

from Barbara Leak 
PCGS member Marilynn Laird Caruthers passed away at 
her home in Citrus Heights on 12 June 2002. Born and 
raised in Loomis, she was a 5' generation descendant of the 
Laird family that first settled near Horseshoe Bar on the 
American River in the early 1850s. Marilynn attended 
Placer High School in Auburn where she was the first 
female Student Body Vice President. Afterward, she 
received her nursing degree and served in the U.S. Army 
Nursing Corps. For eighteen years, she was Supervisor of 
Health for the El Dorado High School District. More 
recently, she served as field representative of the Women in 
Military Service for America in Northern California, 
compiling records of every woman who served in any 
branch of the military for the Woman's Military Memorial 
in Arlington National Cemetery. She had been a member of 
PCGS since 1985. Our condolences to her family. 
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MARK YOUR CALENDERS 

September 24 - Sacramento German Genealogy Society 
meets at 1:00 pm at St. Mark's United Methodist Church, 
on Lusk Drive at St. Mark's Way, Sacramento. Chuck 
Knuthson presents "Documentation: Keeping records that 
are accurate, retrievable, and free of doubtful or incomplete 
information." 

September 25 - G.A.S. bus trip to National Archives and 
Sutro Library. For info and reservations, call Ann Karacas 
(916) 372-0606 or Raipha Crouse (916) 689-4524. 

October 4-6 - The Genealogical Council of Oregon's 
Seminar "Find it in the Past, Record it for the Future" will 
be held in Salem, Oregon. Keynote speaker is Cyndi 
Howells. For information, contact: glenzen@orednet.org  

October 7 - PCGS Trip to Paradise Genealogical 
Society's library. For details see article on this page. 

October 12 - Central Coast Genealogy Conference, 
"Genealogy is a Voyage of Discovery" featuring Karen 
Clifford, AG at the Monterey County Courthouse 
Conference Room in Monterey. For details, check their 
web site http://www.mocogenso.org  or call 831-484-9350 

October 19 - California Genealogical Society Second 
Annual Blockbuster Fall Seminar presents Gordon L. 
Remington, FUGA, FASG, expert on "big city" ancestors. 
Book signing and wine reception at this all day event. 
Details at www.calgensoc.org  or call 510-663-1358 

October 22 - G.A.S. bus trip to National Archives and 
Sutro Library. For info call Ann Karacas (916) 372-0606 
or Raipha Crouse (916) 689-4524 

November 2 - Sacramento Family History Center Fall 
Seminar, Citrus Heights Stake. Details to follow at 
http://familyhistorycenter.info  

PCGS PLANS A RESEARCH TRIP 
from Pamela Dallas 

The Placer County Genealogical Society is conducting a 
field trip to the Paradise Genealogical Society's library on 
Monday, October 7, 2002. The PGS library is one of the 
few genealogical library collections available to the public 
that is not housed in a church or tax supported building 
(such as a community library). 

Their collection includes more than 3,000 volumes of 
books with a worldwide interest. They naturally have a 
strong collection of material on Butte and surrounding 
counties but they also have strong collections on 
Pennsylvania, Kentucky, New England and many other 
areas. The library houses more than 475 periodicals so 
bring your PERSI lists! Their ever-growing collection of 
computerized, audio-video, and micro-media resources 
includes more than 150 CD's of genealogical records, 
fmding aids and indexes. California researchers will enjoy 
using the Florence Styles collection, which is statewide and 
especially strong in Butte County. Photocopiers, 
computers, printers and micro-media readers are available. 

We will leave the Auburn area at 8:00am. The library is 
open from lOam to 4pm and we will spend the full day at 
the library. We will car pool to the library. Each person 
going on the field trip will pay the driver they ride with 
$8.00. There is no cost to use the library except for copies 
and using the Internet. To sign up for the trip, or for more 
information contact Pamela Dallas, 
pbdallas@earthlink.net  or 916-787-4804. 

1930 CENSUS FOR NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Thanks to Carol Gebel for sharina this information 

The Sacramento State Library has 54 reels of the 1930 
Federal Census. All of them are counties in Northern 
California as follows: 

Alameda Glenn Inyo 
Nevada Placer Plumas 
Sacramento San Benito San Francisco 
San Joaquin Shasta Sierra 
Solano Siskiyou Trinity 

MORSE'S "ONE-STEP" FOR ELLIS ISLAND Toulomne Tulare Yolo 
DATABASE HAS NEW WEB ADDRESS Yuba 

Stephen Morse's great search link to the Ellis Island 
database has a new web address: The reels are located in the microfilm cabinets in the 
http://www.avotaynu.com/ellis.html  Library Media Center. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
from Joyce House 

Have you ever written an obituary? Just last month, my 
husband asked me to write an obituary for his mother, 
Eleanor, who recently passed away. In many cases, the 
funeral homes gather information about the decedent and 
submit it to the local newspaper for the obituary. This is 
the average obituary written by someone other than a 
family member. 

As genealogists, we know that obituaries can give us all 
kinds of information about an individual. If you have the 
unfortunate opportunity to write an obituary for a family 
member, this is your chance to provide the facts, as you 
know them. An obituary can have the date and place of 
where the decedent was born, names of parents, where they 
were from, names of the survivors, as well as, spouses, 
children or siblings who preceded them in death. It can 
have the occupation(s) the decedent held, memberships in 
organizations and societies, and other social activities. 
Once I saw an obituary that mentions the decedent's best 
friend, his dog, as a survivor. Also, the obituary provides 
the place where the memorial service was held, and the 
name and location of the cemetery if buried. In reality, you 
can write as much as you wish about the decedent. Of 
'ourse, the longer the obituary, the more it will cost to 

—place it in the paper. 

Have you ever considered writing your own obituary? 
There may be specific information you want on it; i.e., the 
name of your parents, where they were from, organizations 
you participated in, or any other information you think 
your family may overlook in writing your obituary. We all 
know that this is one step we all have to take. This is your 
opportunity to express yourself and have the final say! 

CEMETERY EPITAPH 
Submitted by Mary Sayles, taken from the 
Church Newsletter, First United Methodist Church of 
Loomis 

I am told that an Indiana cemetery has a tombstone (more 
than 100 years old) which bears the following epitaph: 
Pause stranger, when you pass me by. 
As you are now, so once was I. 
As I am now, so you will be, 
so prepare for death and follow me. 

An unknown passerby read those words and underneath 
scratched a reply. 
To follow you I'm not content 
Until I know which way you went.  

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Joyce House 
Vice President 	  Ruth Richards 
Past President 	  Pamela Dallas 
Recording Secretary 	  Joan Pineau 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Beverly Russell 
Treasurer 	  Anne Thompson 
Registrar 	  Jerry Unruh 
Director 	  Barbara Leak 
Director 	  Suzan Vander Linden 

CHAIRPERSONS 
Newsletter Editor 	  Jacqui Marcella 
Publicity 	  Bob Bishop 
Field Trips 	  Pamela Dallas 
Historian 	  Donna Manley 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  Barbara Leak 
Programs 	  Ruth Richards 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Clint Hughes 
Study Group 	 Joyce House 
Raffle 	 Virginia Pierce 
Volunteer Coordinator 	  Roni Dillon 
Family Tree Maker Group 	  Jerry Unruh 
PCGS Web Master 	  Jerry Unruh 
http://www.pcgenes.comlpcgs.html  

LIBRARY BOOK FUND 
Thanks to Mary Parker and Susan Dunlap for their 
generous contributions to the Book Fund 

WORLD WAR I SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN 
OF PLACER COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

by Barbara Leak 
The Placer County Genealogical Society has recently 
placed online a listing of men and women from Placer 
County who served in the armed services during World 
War I. This database is made available through the 
volunteer efforts of PCGS members Barbara Leak, Jerry 
Unruh and Ron Young. 

To view the World War I Service list, scroll down to 
"PCGS Databases" on the Placer County Genealogical 
Society web site at www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  
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OFF THE SHELF 
Library News 
By Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian 

Genealogist's love libraries, but we often 
limit ourselves to the books that we fmd 
by browsing the genealogy shelves of 
libraries we visit. Sometimes we need 

reminding that there is a way to expand our resources by 
accessing materials located in libraries that we cannot visit 
and, therefore, cannot browse. 

Last year, the National Genealogical Society (NGS) 
entered into a partnership with the St. Louis County 
Library (SLCL). NGS's circulating collection of more 
than 20,000 volumes was moved from NGS headquarters 
in Arlington, Virginia, to the Special Collections 
Department of the SLCL in St. Louis, Missouri. The NGS 
collection, combined with books from the SLCL 
collection, now comprises one of the nation's largest 
circulating genealogical collections. Whereas previously 
the NGS books were available for loan to NGS members 
only, they now are available to all genealogists through 
standard interlibrary loan services at public libraries across 
the country. 

Think about it—you have access to 20,000 volumes of 
genealogy books from a library in St. Louis, and you don't 
need a plane ticket to get to them. That's expanding your 
resources. But you can't browse the shelves either. So you 
need to expand your resources some more by learning to 
"browse the shelves" online. 

The online catalog to the NGS collection is available on the 
NGS website at <www.ngsgenealogy.org>. This catalog 
includes the NGS circulating collection in St. Louis, and 
also the NGS reference (non-circulating) collection which 
is still in Arlington. You can separate the two collections as 
you search the catalog. The catalog does not include books 
from the SLCL collection, i.e. books at SLCL not owned 
by NGS. 

The online catalog to the St. Louis County Library is 
available on the SLCL website at 
<http://www.slcl.lib.mo.ust>. The genealogy books are 
part of the Special Collections Department. The catalog 
includes books belonging to the SLCL and to the St. Louis 
Genealogical Society, some of which circulate and some 
which do not. The catalog also includes some of the NGS 
books. The SLCL has not yet completed the task of 
cataloging the NGS books. Nevertheless, all of the NGS 
circulating books are at the library and are available for 
interlibrary loan. 

Expand your resources. Information is there for us to find 
if we quit browsing long enough to see what lies beyond 
the library shelves. 

New at the Sacramento Family History Center: 
Here is another opportunity to expand your resources. The 
Sacramento Family History Center (SFHC) announces that 
they are now online with full subscriptions to 
Ancestry.com, Genealogy.com, and 
HeritageQuestOnhine.com. This means that you can 
access the subscription-only books and databases of these 
Internet genealogy services by using them at the SFHC. If 
you do not yet subscribe to these services at home (who 
among us has full subscriptions to all three services?), a 
visit to the SFHC gives you the opportunity evaluate them 
before you subscribe. Several trips to the SFHC allows you 
use them without subscribing at all. The Sacramento 
Family History Center is located at 2745 Eastern Avenue 
(between El Camino and Marconi) in Carmichael. 

New at the Auburn Family History Center: 

Pedigree Resource File 

The latest upditt to the Pedigree Resource File increases 
the number of data CDs from 30 to 40. From this database, 
you can print family group sheets, descendant charts and 
ancestor charts. Information in the database is submitted by 
individual researchers and is mostly undocumented. Use it 
as a research tool, but verify the information before you 
accept it as fact. 

British Isles Vital Records Index: England, Ireland, 
Scotland and Wales 

The latest update to this database more than doubles the 
number of entries it contains. With information extracted 
from actual civil and church records dated 1530 to 1906, 
this database now indexes 10.4 million birth and 
christening records and 1.9 million marriage records. Some 
counties are more heavily indexed than others. 

Family History Resource File: 1881 Canadian Census 

One year ago, United States researchers excitedly pounced 
on the release of the every-name index and transcription of 
the 1880 U.S. census. Now, Canadian researchers have 
something to pounce on too. Using the same format and 
flexible search engine, the Family History Library has 
released an every-name index and transcription of the 1881 
Canadian census. Census information on approximately 
4.3 million individuals can be viewed within the context of 
the households and neighborhoods in which they lived. The 
entries contain references to both the Family History 
Library and the National Archives of Canada microfilm 
numbers, so you can easily fmd your way to a copy of the 
original census schedule. 
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BILL ON VITAL RECORD INDEXES PASSES 
from Barbara Leak 

Senate Bill 1614, the bill affecting public access to 
California birth and death record indexes, passed in the 
California Legislature on 30 August 2002. 

In a nutshell, the bill provides that the State Registrar and 
county recorders are to maintain "noncomprehensive" 
indexes for public release. The birth indexes will contain 
full name, sex, and date & place of birth. The death 
indexes will contain full name, sex, date & place of birth 
date & place of death, and father's last name. Names of 
parents will no longer be included in the birth indexes; 
social security number and mother's maiden surname will 
no longer be included in the death indexes. People 
requesting the indexes will be required to provide proof of 
identity and also must sign a form stating what they intend 
to use the indexes for, that they will not use the indexes for 
fraudulent purposes, and that they will not sell, assign, or 
otherwise transfer the indexes. The bill seems to say that 
the public indexes may not be posted on the Internet, 
although that may be an ambiguity in the bill's wording. 
We shall have to wait and see how it is implemented. 

The bill does not affect copies of the indexes that were sold 
to the public prior to December 31, 2001. This means that 
companies such as RootsWeb and VitalSearch, which had 
reviously purchased the indexes in electronic form and 

'laced them online, will not be legally required to take 
them offline; and libraries such as the Auburn Family 
History Center, which own the indexes in microfiche 
format, will not be required to pull them from the drawers. 

IS IT JUST LUCK, OR ARE OUR ANCESTORS 
TRYING TO TELL US SOMETHING? 

By Jacqui Marcella 
My husband's family had a fascinating story, and with 
twelve of his aunts and uncles willing (more than willing) 
to tell it, I was excited to begin researching the family. In 
spite of the fact that no one could agree on the birth order 
of their eighteen siblings, and that they sometimes 
stretched the truth a little here and there, I was able to 
verify and piece together some very interesting history, 
including the town of origin -- Deifontes, Spain. 

Several years ago I assembled a family history booklet for 
my mother-in-law. The booklet became an immediate 
success and was much in demand with her family. Last 
year I created a web page so I could easily update the 
family on my discoveries. To my surprise, I received an 
email from Deifontes, Spain. A young woman said that my 
husband's great-grandmother was the sister of her great-
great-grandfather. The family had not been in touch with 
each other for almost 100 years and suddenly we had 
contact. I began corresponding with Angelica in faltering 
Spanish which I hadn't used for almost thirty years. 

At a recent party to celebrate the Sixtieth Wedding 
Anniversary of one of the aunts and uncles, I saw a cousin 
whom I hadn't seen in a long time. I told her about our 
newly found cousin in Spain and she told me that she was 
going to Spain in just two weeks! To make a long story 
short, the two cousins met in Spain, exchanged 100 years 
of family stories, and together they visited the 400-year-old 
home of their ancestors. I am certain that our ancestors 
sometimes guide us home. 
Do you have a story that you'd like to share? You can 
email it to me at Jmarce1a(pacbe1L net or send it to 
PCGS Newsletter Editor at our society mail box: P.O. Box 
7385, Auburn, CA 95604 

WELCOME TO 
4633 Philip Greeley 
3816 N. Lakeshore Blvd, Loomis, CA 95650 
916-652-6099 
philgsoftcom.net  

4634 Nancy Davies 
1605 Goulart Ranch Road, Newcastle, CA 95658 
916-663-3585 
pooter5l2@aol.com  

635 Kathryn Stoltenburg 
11245 Mira Loma Drive, Auburn, CA 95603 
530-885-3149 
katstolt@,jps.net  

NEW MEMBERS: 
# 636 Mary Parker 
8201 Shangrila Drive, Fair Oaks, CA 95628 
916-967-9514 
tinparker@jnsn.com  

#637 Penny Stowe 
18003 Vintage Drive, Grass Valley, CA 95949 
530-268-0348 
cstowe(oro.net  
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UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
Thursday, September 26 - General Meeting with Chuck Knuthson at 7 p.m. at the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer 
Co. Library. (See front page for details) 

Tuesday, October 1 - Day Study Group Meeting at 10:00 am in the Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer Co Library. 
Pamela Dallas will discuss the 1930 Census 

Thursday, October 10 - Family Tree Maker User's Group - continued discussion of FTM 10. Meetings are from 10:00 
a.m. until noon at the LDS Stake Building at 1255 Bell Road, Auburn. For further information, contact Jerry Unruh at 
gunruh@pcgenes.com. 

Wednesday, October 16 - Placer County Genealogical Society Board meets at 9:30 a.m. in the Carnegie Library, 
175 Almond Street, Auburn. All members are welcome to attend. 

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. in the Senior Citizens 
Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry, (530) 432-1870 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events: 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 

Or check our web site 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

 

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: 
September 26 General Meeting or email me by 
October 1. 

   

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7385 	AUBURN, CA 94604-7385 
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