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General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn. 

MEET JACQUI MARCELLA, 
PLACER TRAILS EDITOR 

I knew eventually it would be my 
turn to do one of these introductory 
sketches, but I kept putting it off. 
When I finished the last newsletter, 
I packed up and headed for 
Montana to visit my grandbaby. 
Well, here I am, with the need to 

Thursday Evening, June 26, 7:00 p.m. 
WHAT THE SIBLINGS WILL TELL YOU THAT 

YOUR ANCESTORS WON'T— 
COLLATERAL RESEARCH 

with PAM DALLAS 
fill some newsletter space. 

Pam is a very popular lecturer in the Bay area and greater 
Sacramento area. She has been involved in genealogical 
research for over 10 years and has served as President, 
vice-president, Past President, Field Trip Chairwoman, and 
in many other capacities for Placer County Genealogical 

ociety. She is deeply involved in the Roseville 
Genealogical Society and has served as their President, 
Vice-President and Education Chairwoman. She belongs to 
the Genealogical and Historical Council of Sacramento 
Valley and has held and is holding positions with them. 
Pam primarily researches in Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania 
and Virginia. 

Next General Meetings: 

JULY 24, 2003, JACK STEED 
DONNER PARTY RESCUE-JOHNSON RANCH 

AUGUST 28, 2003, BARBARA LEAK 

SEARCHING FOR SOLDIER ANCESTORS 

NO Day Study Meeting in July and August. 

Next Day Study Meeting SEPTEMBER 2 - PAM DALLAS 
CORRESPONDENCE RESEARCH 

Watch for a postcard in August with meeting details. 

See the back page for information on other meetings 

In addition to my 15-month-old granddaughter. I have a 
wonderful husband of 37 years. John is more interested in 
vintage Chevrolets and tractors than family history, but 
supports my research by taking me to cemeteries and 
libraries, making photocopies, checking indexes, and 
viewing endless rolls of microfilm. We enjoy taking trips in 
the motor home but John has discovered that no matter 
where we go, all roads lead through Salt Lake City. 

My two adult children, John and Jeanne, are also very 
supportive of my research. They politely feign enthusiasm 
when I tell them about my latest discoveries.., like the time I 
found their fourth great-grandfather buried in the Lockeford 
Cemetery. Jeanne even taught me enough "html" computer 
language so I could create a web page to display my family 
research. 

Editing Placer Trails these past 3-1/2 years fits perfectly 
with my interest in genealogy. It is fun to share all the new 
resources that I find, but more important, it provides me a 
place to keep the information at hand. Reviewing past 
newsletters for information is far easier than looking for it in 
the stack of papers on my desk. 

THANKS again to the May newsletter mailing group: 
CLINT & DIANE HUGHES, BEVERLY 
RUSSELL, ANNE THOMPSON, AUDREY 
MEYERS, BOBBIE MC CLELLAN, and SUZAN 
VANDER LINDEN. If you'd like to have lunch with 
us at Sizzler and help with the newsletter, email me at 
JMarcelapacbell.net  or see one of us at a meeting. 
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
from Joyce House 

Are you on our list? 

Of our 180 plus members, only 34 have their e-mail 
address and the surnames they are researching listed on the 
PCGS web site. The surnames I'm researching are listed on 
the PCGS web site as well as with a couple of other 
genealogical societies' web sites. I can only think of four 
occasions where someone has contacted me because I'm 
researching the same surname in the same area. 

In one of these cases, I received an email message from a 
woman, Juanita, researching Levi T. McNeely, brother of 
my John H. McNeely. Juanita was hoping that I could 
provide her with some information on her ancestor. My 
trail grew cold when I could no longer find John H. 
McNeely in Lincoln County, Missouri. I didn't have a clue 
where he went. Juanita's ancestor, Levi was a prominent 
minister. When Levi was dying, an article printed in 
the local newspaper mentioned that his brother, J. H. 
McNeely, came from Sullivan County to visit him. She 
emailed a transcription of this article to me. I proceeded to 
research my ancestor John H. McNeely in Sullivan 
County. I found him, his wife, Virginia, and other family 
members' buried at a local cemetery. I didn't know that 
John had a brother Levi since they lived in different 
counties in Missouri, therefore, I wasn't able to 
provide Juanita with any information. However, she 
opened a new door for me. 

If you would like to see our list of members and their 
surname list, go to our web site member page at 
www.pcgenes.com/members.html. If you would 
like to be added to the list, email Jerry Unruh at 
gunruh@ix.netcom.com. Provide him with your e-mail 
address, the primary surnames and locations where you are 
researching those surnames, your web site if you have one 
and Jerry will add you to the list. Jerry would like to keep 
your list of surnames down to a reasonable number, please 
see the web page for samples. Jerry also indicates that you 
can change the surnames and locations as needed. Our web 
site is indexed by the various search engines on a regular 
basis. 

PLAN AHEAD IN 2003 

July 11- National Archives Class - Military Part II, SpanisF. 
American to Viet Nam; August 8 - Census Records 
9:00am -1:00pm at the National Archives Records Center in 
San Bruno. Fee is $15 payable in advance. To register 
contact Rose Mary Kennedy 650-876-9009 

July 26 - Cyndi Howell is featured speaker at the 
Pennington Research Association Annual Reunion at San 
Rafael Embassy Suites. For information 
www.penningtonresearch.org  or 415-479-1491 

July 29-August 1 - The 35th annual BYU Genealogy and 
Family History Conference in Provo, Utah. For info: 
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen  

August 23 - Nevada County Genealogical Society Seminar, 
Digging For Your Roots. Twenty-four classes, including 
Five Civilized Tribes, Researching Your French Ancestors, 
Preserving Documents, Family Tree Maker, Census Quirks. 
http:/fwww.rootsweb.com/-..cancgs/  

September 3-6 - Federation of Genealogical Societies 
Conference in Orlando, Florida. For info: http://fgs.org/.  

October 11 Annual PCGS "How To Begin" Seminar 

Details to follow. 

Oct. 17-19 - California Conference, Foster City, hosted by 
the San Francisco Bay Region of the California State 
Genealogical Alliance, CA. The main conference is on 
Saturday featuring California records, record preservation 
and research methodology. On Friday and Sunday there will 
be guided field trips and indoor workshops on photo 
preservation, cemetery research (includes and afternoon 
field trip), organizing a research project and hands on 
preservation techniques. NARA will be opened on Sunday 
for Conference attendees. For info: email CathT@aol.com  

or http://users.lmi.net/catcn/ca_conf  

November 1 - Sacramento Family History Center Fall 
Seminar, Rocklin Stake. Details to follow. 

MAY 19-22, 2004 - National Genealogical Society 
Conference in Sacramento. 



OFF THE SHELF 

Library News 

By Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian 

Many a times I have heard people say 
that they have no need to visit this 
library or that library because "I don't 
have any research in that area." Oh, 

what they may be missing! 
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This year, I was fortunate enough to spend the last week of 
May at the National Genealogical Society (NGS) 
conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. While in 
Pittsburgh, I visited two libraries, both known for their 
collections of western Pennsylvania materials. How many 
of my ancestors lived in western Pennsylvania? Nary a one. 
But never let it be said that I visited a library and found 
nothing. 

The first place I visited was the Library & Archives of the 
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania, located in the 
Senator John Heinz Pittsburgh Regional History Center. Its 
holdings include 35,000 volumes of books, 3,500 archival 

ilIections. 500 maps, 500,000 photographs, and 300 
.rial titles that support historical research on western 

Pennsylvania. Here I found a book that I have seen many 
references to and have long sought: Chronicles of Border 
Warfare by Alexander Scott Withers. Originally published 
in 1831, this book was republished in 1895 with notes by 
Lyman C. Draper and Reuben G. Thwaites. Those of you 
who attended our May PCGS meeting will recognize the 
name of Lyman C. Draper, as our evening's program 
featured Maryann Stanek talking about the Draper 
Manuscript Collection. My interest in Chronicles of Border 
Warfare centers on the author's recounting of tales of 
Indian troubles on the frontier settlements of northwestern 
Virginia between the time of the French & Indian War and 
the Revolutionary War. This is where my ancestors lived: 
on the Virginia frontier, not the Pennsylvania frontier. I 
found the book in "an area where I have no research." 

The second place I visited was the Pennsylvania 
Department of the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh. In 
addition to its western Pennsylvania materials, this library 
has small general genealogy collection. Here I found a 
book titled The Massachusetts Tax Valuation List of] 771. 
I had never before heard of this book, it was published just 
five years ago, but in it I found important clues to a puzzle 

ecently have been working on. My ancestors lived in 
"estern Massachusetts, not western Pennsylvania. Again, I 

found the book in "an area where I have no research." 

Back at the conference, I spent a good amount of time in the 
exhibit hall visiting the vendors and perusing their wares. 
Willow Bend Books had a huge display of publications for 
sale. My fellow PCGS member Pam Dallas pulled a book 
off the rack and handed it to me. The cover said Index to the 
Draper Manuscripts, Series NN, The Pittsburgh and 
Northwest Virginia Papers. The footnotes by Lyman Draper 
in Chronicles of Border Warfare led me to believe that there 
is information about my ancestors in the Draper 
Manuscripts. But Maryann Stanek's presentation at our May 
meeting, as well as my own previous experience in using the 
collection, told me that to find it I would really have to 
apply myself. Now, here in my hands was an index, newly 
published in May 2003, indexing the very part of the 
collection that I need to search. And I found it by attending 
a conference in "an area where I have no research." 

My experience in Pittsburgh was no fluke. It has happened 
before. In 1996, PCGS member Missy Wilson and I 
attended the NGS conference in Nashville, Tennessee. How 
many of my ancestors lived in Tennessee? Nary a one. But 
Missy's did, so we visited the Tennessee State Library and 
Archives. There I found books covering all of the southern 
states, including a book of abstracts of unmicrofilmed 
marriage bonds for Bath County, Virginia. Information in 
that book helped me break through a brick wall. And to this 
day, I have never seen that book in another library. I found 
it in Tennessee, "an area where I have no research." 

In Nashville, Missy and I also visited the Nashville Room at 
the Public Library of Nashville and Davidson County. The 
collection focuses on Tennessee and particularly Davidson 
County materials. What did I find? A multi-volume series of 
works titled Medical and Surgical History of the Civil War. 
There in Volume VI, I found a medical report on a 
troublesome Civil War soldier of mine. That report opened 
the door for me to find the whereabouts of his several 
orphaned children. My soldier died in Baltimore. He was 
from West Virginia. I found him in a library in Nashville, 
"an area where I have no research." 

Next year, the NGS conference will be held in Sacramento, 
an area where I do have research. Hmmm. I can hardly wait 
to see what I find in the libraries there! 
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VINTAGE NEWS ARTICLES 

The Kansas City Journal, Saturday, December 12, 1903 
(John A. Simpson, in December Lippincott's.) 

HINTS ON GIVING. 
We should not give people things they don't want. 
We should avoid giving anybody the mumps or the 
chickenpox if we can help it. 
Do not give a friend the cold shoulder without baked beans 
and hot coffee to go with it. 

A man should not give a lady a kiss unless he thinks she 
would enjoy it, except in the case of his wife and his 
mother-in-law. 
Do not give red suspenders to a total stranger; he might 
prefer those of a pale-blue shade instead. 
Do not present a bucking broncho to a tall, pale man of 
sedentary habits, as he would not likely live long to enjoy it. 
When you give castor oil to a howling infant give it for its 
intrinsic worth, and not merely as an evidence of your 
regard. 
(From the KS WYANDO Mailing List, June 1, 2003) 

FAMILY HISTORY LIBRARY 
REDUCES HOURS 

The Family History Library in Salt Lake City has 
announced new library hours beginning 1 July 2003. 
The library will be open Mondays from 8:00 A.M. to 
5:00 P.M., and Tuesdays through Saturdays from 8:00 
A.M. to 9:00 P.M.. Frequent library users will note that 
this reflects opening one-half hour later, and closing one 
hour earlier from Tuesday through Saturday. 

Glade I. Nelson, Director of the Family History Library, 
pointed out that the library will still be open 74 hours 
per week, considerably more than any other major 
genealogical facility in the U.S. He also hopes that 
patrons will be able to adjust their schedules to fit all 
their research needs within the new open hours. The 
reductions were necessary because of a decrease in staff 
and volunteers. 
The following article is from Eastman's Online 
Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright 2003 by Richard 
W. Eastman. It is re-published here with the permission 
of the author. Information about the newsletter is 
available at http://www.RootsForum.com. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the Placer County 
Genealogical Society, P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604 
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646 

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
President 	  Joyce House 
Vice President 	  Ruth Richards 
Past President 	  Pamela Dallas 
Recording Secretary 	  Bobette McClellan 
Corresponding Secretary 	  Nelda Hitchens 
Treasurer 	  Anne Thompson 
Registrar 	  Jerry Unruh 
Director 	  Barbara Leak 
Director 	  Paula Ewing 
CHAIRPERSONS 
Newsletter Editor 	  Jacqui Marcella 
Publicity 	  Bob Bishop 
Field Trips 	  Roni Dillon 
Historian 	  Donna Manley 
Hospitality 	  Mary Ann Unruh 
Librarian 	  ... Barbara Leak 
Programs 	  Ruth Richards 
Research 	  Barbara Leak 
Sales 	  Clint Hughes 
Study Group 	  Joyce House 
Raffle 	  Virginia Pierce 
Family Tree Maker Group 	  Jerry Unruh 
PCGS Liaison to PC Historical 
Organizations Committee   Alice Bothello 
PCGS Web Master 	  Jerry Unruh 
http://www.pcgenes.com/pcgs.html  

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS: 
#650 Cliff Ramos 
P.O. Box 647, Meadow Vista, CA 95722 

#651 Joanne Falconer 
iread36@yahoo.com  
390 Channel Hill Rd., Auburn, CA 95603 
530-823-9741 

#652 Dolores P. Kauffman 
DoloresKauffinan@accessbee.com  
P.O. Box 596, Weimar, CA 95736 
530-637-4142 

#653 John Towers 
jtowers@jps.net  
9755 Michelle Dr, Auburn CA 95603 
530-885-6136 



ERRORS FOUND IN RECORDS: CAN YOU TOP THESE? I 	 I 

PLACER TRAILS 
	

JUNE, JULY, AUG 2003 
	

5 

A REALLY GREAT 

FAMILY TREE! 
Submitted by Susan Dunlap 

Susan says, "I recently received 
the attached photo from a cousin. 
I love this shot! I think it could be 
an image every genealogist would 
hope to find of his or her own 
family. Even though this is not 
my direct bloodline, it is of my 
collateral cousins and 
aunts/uncles." 

 

Archibald Family, circa 1929, in Madera County, California 

Ancestor That Was Never Born 

By Carol Settle Inguanti, cinguanti@aol.com  

My husband's father often lamented that he "was never 
born." He passed away in 2001 at the age of 91 years 
and had never been able to obtain legal proof that he had 
been born on June 7. 1910, since no record of his birth 
could ever be found. 

Since my husband and I have developed an interest in 
genealogy, we traveled from Virginia to the small town 
in New Hampshire where my father-in law, Salvatore 
[NGUANTT, was born. Alas, the town hail containing 
vital records was closed each Wednesday, and, of 
course, that was the day we were there. Across the street 
was the town library. We decided to see what we could 
find. The very helpful clerk produced a book containing 
minutes of past town meetings, which also listed 
information on births, deaths, etc. from a given year. 

In this book, we found listed on June 7, 1910 proof that 
Salvatore INGUANTI really had been born. Column for 
the name of child was actually blank but was listed as a 

female. The name of the father was listed as Groco 
GRARIA. Well, this wasn't right either since that was 
the maiden name of his mother, spelled correctly, as 
Grazia GIOCO. The maiden name of mother was listed 
as Salvatore INGUANTI, which, of course, was his 
father. With all of these errors, no wonder proof of his 
birth could never be found. If we had not "stumbled" 
upon this book, this mystery would never have been 
solved. 

When we arrived home, I contacted the town hail and 
subsequently sent them copies of several documents they 
requested to correct their records. We now have a legal 
"Certified Amended Certificate of Birth." I'm sure my 
father-in-law is resting peacefully especially that he is 
now legally recorded as a male. 

Previously published in Roots Web Review: Vol. 6, No. 
23, 4 June 2003. 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) - June 26 -  Pam Dallas presents Collateral Research. See front page 
for details. July 24 - Jack Steed Donner Party Rescue-Johnson Ranch, August 28 - Barbara Leak, Searching for Soldier 
Ancestors 

Day Study Group Meeting (First Tuesday of the Month) - NO meetings in July and August. Resumes September 2. 
See front page for details. 

Family Tree Maker User's Group (Second Thursday of the Month) - July 10, August 14, September 1 L Continuation 
of FTM Book. Meetings are from 10:00 a.m. until noon at the LDS Stake Building at 1255 Bell Road, Auburn. For 
further information, contact Jerry Unruh at gunruh@pcgenes.com. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Third Wednesday of the Month) No July meeting, next 
meetings August 20, September 17 meets at 10:00 am in the Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All 
members are welcome to attend. 

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 am. in the Senior Citizens 
Building of the Nevada County Fairgrounds in Grass Valley. For information, call Marguerite McCurry. (530) 432-1870 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events: 
PCGS Has Voice Mail (530) 887-2646 
Or check our web site 

/ittp:/M'wpcgenes.ccrn/pcgs.htin1 

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is: 
SEPTEMBER 1. 

Email: JMarcela@pacbell.net  
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