
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

May Evening Meeting
Thursday, May 25, 2006

Irish Research
Pat Conners

Pat is a Professional Genealogist.  She makes a yearly 
trip to Dublin’s National Archives.  She is a member of 
both the New York Archives and New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Society.  Her website is: 
http://www.connorsgenealogy.com/.  

At the meeting Pat will sell her handout on Irish 
Research for $10.

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, June 12, 2006
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

How to Create a Family History Slide Show
Barbara Leak

Looking for a fun and creative way to share your family 
stories with the relatives? For our June study group, we 
will learn some tips and tricks for telling family tales 
using computer slide shows. We’ll watch a couple of 
samples and then discuss the software and techniques 
used to create them. Barbara Leak leads the study group. 
Visitors are welcome.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, June 8, 2005

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

The June meeting will continue the basics of using 
Family Tree Maker with time for Questions and 
Answers. Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. 
Please e-mail our group leader Jerry Unruh at 
ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com with any requests. 
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mailing  last  month:  Bobbie  McClellan,  John  Knox, 
Audrey Meyers,  and John & Jacqui Marcella.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Every so often we have a last 
minute change in our evening 
program. Last month was one of 
those months. We were able to 
reschedule our speaker for this 
month. These changes give our 
program chairperson, Joyce House, 
a lot of stress in making last minute 

arrangements and then the changes in the following 
months. I am very appreciative of all the work Joyce puts 
in to arrange for our speakers. Currently the shuffle means 
Jim Rader and his DNA presentation will be shifted until 
later in the year.

We attempt to notify our members of these changes using 
the CA-PCGS mail list, updates on our web site, notice on 
our RSS newsfeed, and on the forum and an update on our 
voice mail. Although we do try to notify everyone, we do 
seem to miss a few. The last message on the CA-PCGS had 
several bounce errors. One ISP has RootsWeb blacklisted 
as SPAM and we have a couple of unknown users. We 
typically seem to have a couple of people whose mailbox is 
full and unable to receive messages. In some cases your 
ISP labels some e-mail as SPAM and it just goes into a 
black hole. If you are particularly interested in one of the 
general meetings, please check the web site or our RSS 
newsfeed. If the website is having problems, check the 
voice mail – any changes will be noted there. If your e-mail 
address or residential address changes, please notify our 
Registrar, Jacqui Marcella.

Upcoming Meetings
 

June 22 Evening Meeting: Newspaper Research 
presented by Jim Faulkinbury.

July 27 Evening Meeting: Migration Trails of  
California, Arizona, Nevada, Colorado and New Mexico 
presented by Chuck Knutson.

August 24 Evening Meeting: Stephen Morse.

PCGS Voice Mail (530) 887-2646
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O.  Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News
By Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

The following books are on the 
shelves in the Auburn Library:

The Great Migration: Immigrants to New England,  
1634-1635, Volume III: G-H, and Volume IV: I-L, by 
Robert Charles Anderson (Boston: New England 
Historic Genealogical Society, 2003-2005).
These two volumes continue the second series in the 
Great Migration Study Project, which attempts to 
identify all Europeans who settled in New England in 
1634 and 1635. They join all earlier volumes of the 
project on our library shelves and include biographies on 
persons with surnames beginning with G through L. The 
first series identified immigrants in the years 1620-1633. 
If you are seeking information on early New England 
settlers, be sure to consult the Great Migration series. 
See “Off the Shelf,” Placer Trails 25:6 (Jun-Jul-Aug 
2004) for a full review of the earlier volumes.

These books were purchased by PCGS, in part with a 
contribution from PCGS member Nancy Davies. Thank 
you, Nancy. (Call #Ref 929.374 And v.03 and v.04 
Geneal)

Reviewed by Barbara Leak

1830 Census Middle Tennessee, transcribed and 
indexed by Byron Sistler (Evanston, Ill.: Byron Sistler, 
1971).
With this transcribed census information, the genealogist 
can spot the middle Tennessee counties where further 
searches should be conducted. Fourteen counties are 
covered. Information from each county is listed 
separately with the names appearing in the same order as 
on the original census schedules. Statistical data from 
the census has also been abstracted. The book includes 
page numbers corresponding to the numbers on census 
schedules, a “how to use this book” summary, plus an 
index of head-of-household names.

This book was donated to PCGS by the late Anabel 
Higgins. (Call #R 929.3768 Sis Geneal)

Reviewed by Ruth Richards

Please sign the register each time your visit the 
Genealogy Section of the Auburn Library.

Minnesota Veterans Graves Registration Index

The veterans grave registration program in Minnesota 
began in 1927 when the Adjutant General was given the 
duty of maintaining a registry of veterans’ graves in the 
state. In 1947, the burden of registry was placed on the 
embalming and funeral services, which were required to 
send information to the Department of Veterans Affair. 
The graves registration program officially ended in 1969, 
but some counties—mainly Goodhue, Hennepin, Houston, 
Ramsey, and Swift, as well as the Fort Snelling cemetery—
continued to submit reports through 1975. Now an online 
database indexes the Veterans Graves Registration reports 
from 1857 to 1975, the bulk of which are from 1927 to 
1969. It is not a list of all veterans ever buried in 
Minnesota, but it does include approximately 70,000 
reports. Placed online by the Minnesota Historical Society, 
the database may be searched at 
http://people.mnhs.org/vgri/. 

Submitted by Barbara Leak

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below. 

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA
-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://people.mnhs.org/vgri/
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Prospecting for Family Mining Records
By Barbara Leak

I like Google. I play with it and it gifts me with 
surprises. But let’s begin at the beginning.

On 6 January 1900, Auburn’s Placer Herald newspaper 
reported that my ancestor, Peter Oest, was “opening a 
fine vein of copper on his farm near Bear River.” In 
1901, Peter wrote the following in a letter to his 
daughter: “A while back the mineralogist of the State 
Mining Bureau was here and took a description of my 
copper mine, which will appear in about 3 months in a 
pamphlet about copper resources of California.” Peter 
died in 1902. That’s all I know about his copper mine. 
End of story. 

While playing recently, I typed the name “Peter Oest” 
into Google (www.google.com) and was surprised to hit 
upon Mindat.org (www.mindat.org), the largest mineral 
database and mineralogical reference website on the 
Internet. The Mindat.org database has an entry for the 
“Oest Mine (Peter Oest Claim),” a copper mine in Placer 
County. Mindat.org linked me to several mapping 
websites where maps come up with a marker on the 
mine. Oh, joy! Now I know where the mine was located, 
but it was not on Peter’s farm property.

Mindat.org also gave me a reference to pages 217-221 of 
Bulletin No. 50: Copper Resources of California, by 
L.E. Aubury, a 1908 publication of the California State 
Mining Bureau. Hmmm. Sounds like the pamphlet Peter 
referred to in his 1901 letter, but the publication date is 
off. Might a copy of the pamphlet still exist?

The logical place to begin searching for a State Mining 
Bureau publication is the California State Library. The 
library’s catalog is online (www.lib.ca.gov). A quick 
query and I have references to two Mining Bureau 
publications, Bulletin No. 50 published in 1908 and 
Bulletin No. 23 published in 1902, both titled Copper 
Resources of California. This definitely calls for a trip to 
Sacramento.

Genealogists with California research are familiar with 
the State Library’s California History Room in the 
Library and Courts II building at 9th and N Streets. But 
just a block away, on the third floor of the Stanley Mosk 
Library and Courts Building on Capitol Mall, is the 
Government Publications Section, a trove of hidden 
treasures if one but learns to hunt there. With my catalog 
printouts in hand, I panted my way up to the librarian’s 

desk. (I was out of breath because I took the stairs in 
double time.) The librarian recognized the title. The 
books—not pamphlets—were on an open shelf.

It’s a good thing I had page numbers from Mindat.org, 
because Bulletin No. 50 erroneously listed the Oest 
Mine in the chapter for El Dorado County, instead of 
Placer County. And there were two entries, one for 
Peter’s claim in Section 8 where his farm was located 
and one in Section 4, the same location shown by 
Mindat.org. “H. Oest” is named as the owner of the 
mine in Section 4. Peter had two sons whose names 
begin with “H.”

Bulletin No. 23 lists only one mine, again under El 
Dorado County: “A few tons of copper ore assaying 
from 15 to 18 per cent, with some gold and silver, have 
been shipped, during development, from a claim in Sec. 
8, T. 13 N., R. 8 E., seven miles north of Auburn, and 
owned by Peter Oest of Auburn.”  

At this point, I’m not sure if there was actually one mine 
or two. If the correct location is in Section 4, possibly on 
government-owned land, there likely is a mining claim 
record on file with the Bureau of Land Management. I 
must plan another trip to Sacramento, this time to visit 
the BLM office. Suddenly it is occurring to me that I 
should also visit the Placer County Archives to search 
the mining claim records on file there.

Back to Mindat.org, I typed the name “Wills” into the 
database. The Wills family, ancestors of PCGS member 
Susan Dunlap, had a gold mine near Byrd’s Valley on 
the Foresthill Divide. Up pops an entry for the “Wills 
Placer” mine. Again, I followed the map links to see the 
location of the mine. Then I sent Susan an email to let 
her know about this terrific mining website I discovered.

The source reference for the Wills mine took some effort 
to decipher: CJMG V 32 NO 1 1936 P 96. Google came 
to the rescue again. By searching on “CJMG,” and 
carefully reviewing the results, I found hits that took me 
right back to references in the Mindat.org database. 
Some of these references were less abbreviated in 
identifying the source as the California Journal of  
Mines and Geology. The rest was easy: volume 32, issue 
no. 1, published in 1936, page 96. 

Where does one find a copy of volume 32, issue no. 1, 
of the California Journal of Mines and Geology? Again, 
the place to look first is the California State Library. A 
quick query of the online catalog and I knew that this 

http://www.lib.ca.gov/
http://www.mindat.org/
http://www.google.com/


PLACER TRAILS May 2006 Vol. 27 No. 5 - 5 -
too is available in the library’s Government Publications 
Section.
This particular issue of the journal has a 90-page article 
titled “Gold Mines of Placer County,” with sections 
covering quartz mines, placer mines and dredging. The 
Wills mine is listed in a “Table of Placer Mines and 
Prospects.” As my unanticipated reward for looking up 
information for Susan, I found more on my own family. 
My great-uncle is mentioned in connection with the 
Antelope Creek Dredging Company, which operated 
between Loomis and Penryn.

Information about our ancestors often shows up in 
unexpected places. Treasures lie buried in non-
genealogy databases and the non-genealogy section of 
the library. Sometimes finding and deciphering the clues 
that lead to the treasure is as simple as playing with 
Google.
.
Family History Library now open in Loomis
(From the Loomis News)

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
maintains a Family History Library at 3354 Margaret 
Drive in Loomis. It is open to anyone who wishes to 
research family genealogy free of charge. The library 
includes nine computers with high-speed Internet 
Access, three film readers and free access to 
ancestry.com. Hours are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 7 to 9 
p.m. Tuesdays and Wednesdays.

Margaret Kerstetter (Peggy) 10/09/1932 -1/28/2006

Surrounded by her children and granddaughters, Peggy 
passed away after a valiant fight against cancer. She is 
survived by her children, David, Debbie and Derek; her 
daughter in-law Terri; her son-in-law Frank; her 
granddaughters Kayla, Courtney and Shelby; her mother 
Margaret (Mac) Brumbaugh; her brother Bucky 

Brumbaugh, his wife Janet, their two daughters Melissa 
and Jennifer, and their families.  
She is also survived by friends who have shared 
adventures from Micronesia to Mexico, hikes 
throughout California, and a love of I the arts and 
literature. Peggy, whose beauty, generosity and fun 
loving spirit touched all with whom she came in contact, 
will also be remembered for her involvement in and 
commitment to philanthropic organizations. 

In accordance with Peggy's wish-es, no services will be 
held. Her ashes are to be spread in Wayalusing, 
Pennsylvania, where she spent summers during her 
childhood. In lieu of flowers, Peggy and her family 
would like memorial contributions to be sent to the 
P.E.O. Foundation,. P.E.O. Executive Office, 3700 
Grand Avenue, Des Moines, IA 50312-2899

NARA Microfilm Numbers

National Archives (NARA) microfilm publication 
numbers begin with letter designations. For example, the 
1920 census microfilms are T625 and the Revolutionary 
War compiled service records are M881. Here is an 
explanation of what those letters mean:

• “A” is for “accessioned” microfilms. That is, the 
microfilming was done by the 
agency that created the records, not by NARA. The 
original records don’t exist anymore.

• “C” is for “contractor.” The records or publications 
were filmed by a contractor.

• “M” is for “microcopy.” These may be accessioned 
films or records filmed by NARA. There is usually 
descriptive material at the beginning of the film.

• “P” is for “preservation.” These are materials filmed 
by NARA for preservation purposes.

• “T” is for “temporary.” Originally, this designated 
temporary microfilms of records that might someday 
be refilmed with descriptive material added. Some 
T-publications were refilmed and converted to M-
publications, but current NARA policy is that the 
remaining Ts will remain Ts.

Submitted by Barbara Leak
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – May 25 –Irish Research Presented by Pat Conners

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – June 12 – How to Create a Family History Slide Show 
by Barbara Leak

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – June 8 – FTM 2006 and Charting Companion – 
Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Third Wednesday of the Month) – 10:00 a.m. at the Carnegie 
Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know due to 
space restrictions and confirmation of date and time.

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every TUESDAY from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Nevada City LDS 
Church, 615 Hollow Way, Nevada City. For information, contact Donna Dugle Young at ddugle@pacbell.net and/or 
call (530) 477-0192. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:   
   Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
     or
PCGS Voice Mail (530) 887-2646                      

     

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
June 1, 2006

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:ddugle@pacbell.net?subject=Grass Roots Genealogical Group
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM User Group
mailto:daystudy@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Day Study Group
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