
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

March Evening Meeting
Thursday, March 22, 2007

(Fourth Thursday is Early again this Month)

Marriage Records: So Many Ways to Say “I Do”
Barbara Leak

Marriage records come in many different forms and are 
stored in churches, courthouses, archives, and among 
personal papers. This presentation looks at more than a 
dozen different types of marriages documents, including a 
few found in out-of-the-way places.

Barbara Leak has more than 20 years experience as a 
genealogy researcher and educator. A member of the 
Genealogical Speakers Guild, she has lectured at 
conferences and workshops sponsored by the National 
Genealogical Society, Federation of Genealogical 
Societies, California State Archives, and numerous 
libraries and societies throughout northern California. A 
former president of PCGS, she is currently president of the 
Genealogical & Historical Council of Sacramento Valley 
and a California State Genealogical Alliance Distinguished 
Service Award recipient.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, April 12, 2007
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

FTM 16 Custom Reports (with time for Q&A)

The April meeting will continue and clarify some of the 
nuances of custom reports and manipulation of the data 
after the reports are generated and Word tricks. 
Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

Day Study Group Meeting
The Study Group does not meet in December.

Monday, April 9, 2007
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

LibraryThing
&

The Most Popular Genealogy Books

For our April study group meeting, we will visit the 
LibraryThing website for a live demo. LibraryThing is an 
application that allows you to catalog your books online. 
(See “Off the Shelf” in this newsletter.) We will also 
discuss genealogy books cataloged by LibraryThing users 
and see which are the most popular. Barbara Leak leads the 
study group. Visitors are welcome.

Tracing Your Family Tree
How to Begin

A Free Seminar on Beginning Genealogy
Saturday, April 21, 2007

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Auburn Library, Beecher Room

350 Nevada Street, Auburn

Our popular seminar returns this year. See enclosed flyer 
for more details. (Page 5)

If you plan to attend, please RSVP to (530) 887-2646 or 
research@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Table of Contents on Page 2
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THANKS  to those who prepared the newsletter for 
mailing last month: Suzan Vander Linden, Bob 
Baker, Jacqui Marcella, Bobbie McClellan, and 
Bev Russell.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The general meeting last month has 
had some good results. Jim Rader did 
a great job convincing our members 
as to the advantages of print on 
demand publishing. One member has 
already published a novel and brought 
it to the last FTM UG meeting. 

Although not a genealogy book, it does show that it is 
possible to publish your genealogy, family history or novel 
with ease. The meeting also renewed an interest in the 
FTM book capability and the majority of the last FTM 
meeting dealt with questions about producing a family 
history book. 

At least one other member is purchasing a new laptop for 
the specific purpose of print on demand publishing. 

We still have a board position available as well as 
chairperson positions. These positions require a minimum 
of time – a couple of hours a month for the board meeting 
and possibly some additional homework depending on the 
position. Please consider supporting your society by 
volunteering for one of these positions. (See the Vacant 
positions under Officers & Directors.)

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O.  Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
VOICE MAIL (530) 887-2646
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

Edited by Barbara Leak, PCGS 
Librarian

Catalog Your Home Library with LibraryThing

Genealogists are bibliophiles. We love books. Many of us have 
more than a few of them at home in our personal libraries. 
Wouldn’t it be nice to have your private book collection 
cataloged like a real library? This has long been a fantasy of 
mine, and I’ve finally found a way to make it a reality.

LibraryThing is an online book cataloging website. It’s fast. It’s 
fun. It’s easy. It’s affordable. To get started, all you need to do is 
go to www.librarything.com and set up a free user account by 
entering a user name and password. Next, select the “Add books” 
tab. Grab a book off your bookshelf and find the ISBN number 
on the verso (reverse side) of the title page. Type the ISBN 
number into the search field. When the title of the book appears 
on your screen, click it and, voilà, you have cataloged your first 
book. Yes, it really is that fast and easy.

What if your book doesn’t have an ISBN number? No problem, 
you can also use the book’s author, title, or Library of Congress 
(LC) catalog number to automate the cataloging process.  

LibraryThing searches Amazon.com, the Library of Congress, 
and 78 other online library catalogs and books listing for 
information about your book. It then uses that information to 
create the catalog entry for your personal catalog. The entry is 
like a real library catalog and includes the book’s title, author, 
publication data, ISBN number, LC and Dewey call numbers, 
citation formats, subject classifications, summary line, and even 
a picture of the book’s cover. While much of this is filled in 
automatically, you can fully edit the entry and add additional 
information. You can give the book a rating, write a review, and 
add personal comments. You can also add “tags” which are 
keywords that can be used in searching your catalog.

Your personal library catalog is fully searchable and you can 
display a listing of catalog entries in five different, customizable 
styles. You can print listings from your catalog, and you can 
export data to a tab-delimited text file, which can be imported 
into other software, such as a word processor or spreadsheet.

Your personal catalog is stored online, not on your computer. 
Therefore, you can access it from any computer anywhere as 
long as you have an Internet connection. Imagine creating a 
personal catalog not of books you own, but of books you have 
researched. Sitting in the library, you open your laptop computer, 
log onto LibraryThing using the library’s wireless connection, 
and add books to your catalog as you search them. You’ve got 
complete reference citations for the books, you can use the 
comment and book review fields for recording research notes, 

and you can use tags to key the books by surnames and research 
localities.

LibraryThing user accounts can be public or private. If your 
account is private, only you can view your catalog by logging in 
with your user name and password. But if your account is public, 
your catalog can be searched and viewed by anyone visiting the 
LibraryThing website. The default setting when you create your 
user account is “public.” So if you want to keep your catalog 
private, go to the “Your profile” tab and change the setting. If 
your account is public, your profile information will also be 
public and may include your name, location, website URL, e-
mail address, and even your photograph should you choose to 
upload it. If you prefer to remain public, but anonymous, just 
don’t fill in the profile information and be careful to create a user 
name that doesn’t reveal your true identity.

As you create and use your personal catalog, LibraryThing will 
tell you how many other LibraryThing users have the same books 
you do. You can then snoop—er, I mean search—through the 
public catalogs of users who have interests similar to yours. Keep 
in mind that LibraryThing is not a genealogy-specific website. 
You will find all kinds of books on all kinds of subjects owned 
by all kinds of people. The website also has a long list of 
discussion forums where you can discuss books and authors with 
other readers.

With a free user account, you can catalog up to 200 books. If you 
need a larger catalog, you can upgrade to a paid account for $10 
per year, or pay a one-time fee of $25 for a lifetime account. 
With either of the paid options, you can catalog an unlimited 
number of books.

LibraryThing launched in 2005 and already it has attracted over 
158,000 users who have cataloged over 11 million books. PC 
Magazine recently rated it among the “top 5 apps that run on the 
Net.” It’s a fantasy come true, a real library catalog for your 
home library.

Please sign the register each time your visit the 
Genealogy Section of the Auburn Library.

New Home for CGS Library

The California Genealogical Society and Library has 
moved to new quarters. They are now located at 2201 
Broadway, Suite LL2, Oakland, California 94612-3017. 
The CGS Library contains over 38,000 genealogy 
references including 10,000 local and family histories, 
2,500 reels of microfilm, sets of microfiche, plus numerous 
maps, reference books, passenger lists, periodicals, and 
many unpublished manuscripts and lineage charts. The 
George R. Dorman Collection makes available over 100 
family histories and 700 local histories. For more 
information, visit www.calgensoc.org.

Submitted by Barbara Leak

http://www.calgensoc.org/
http://www.librarything.com/
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Washington State Digital Archives
 
The Washington State Archives has an online presence 
called the Washington Digital Archives located at 
http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/. This free website has 
over 14 million records online, including pre-1930 
marriage records from seven counties in central 
Washington and early birth records for five counties. These 
are digital images of the actual records, with searchable 
index databases. Other databases include naturalization 
records ranging from 1854-1988, state census records from 
the 1880s, and military records. To be added soon is the 
Washington State Death Index.

Submitted by Barbara Leak

Essex Deeds

The Southern Essex District Registry of Deeds in Salem, 
Massachusetts, traces the ownership of land for 30 
communities on Boston’s North Shore. Essex County was 
established in an era when land could be—and often was—
purchased for a few head of cattle and some grain. In fact, 
Registry records date back to 1639. Today, the focus is on 
the future as the Registry office provides both document 
images and indices for public viewing on the World Wide 
Web 24 hours a day—free of charge—at 
www.salemdeeds.com. Recent deeds are searchable for the 
years 1974 to the present, but for the genealogist the area 
of the website to visit is the “Historic Records” collection. 
Online are document images of Essex County’s earliest 
historical record books volumes 1-20 covering the years 
1641 to 1709. There is no searchable database, but some of 
the individual books contain indexes. Check the first image 
for each book to find out the page numbers where the 
indexes are located. They are often at the end of the book. 

Another fun place to explore on this website is the “Native 
American Deeds Collection”. Here you can read 17th 

Century deeds documenting land transfers between the 
Native Americans and the original inhabitants of the towns 
of Essex County in Massachusetts Bay Colony. Both 
original document images and easier-to-read transcriptions 
are online, as well as information regarding the history and 
original name of each town. It is interesting that these 
deeds show that property rights were hereditary among the 
Native Americans and thus the records create a mini-
genealogy of the “royal” Native Americans of the region. 

Submitted by Barbara Leak

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below. 

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (530) 887-2646
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

FTM-TECH Mail List

The FTM-TECH mailing list was moved to RootsWeb the 
last week of February. In the first two days it had 168 
messages and the first eleven days of March has produced 
240 messages. The TMG mailing list had 733 messages for 
February and in the first eleven days of March has had 371 
messages. By comparison, the CA-PCGS RootsWeb 
mailing list had 10 messages in February and 2 messages 
this month. The FTM-TECH mailing list can be accessed 
at: http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Software/FTM-
TECH.html and the TMG mailing list can be accessed at: 
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Software/TMG.html.

http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Software/TMG.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Software/FTM-TECH.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Software/FTM-TECH.html
mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.salemdeeds.com/
http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/
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Mapping Software

Last Month Barbara Leak had a great article on converting 
Township/Range/Section to Latitude/Longitude and then 
using topozone.com to actually map the location. There are 
several other mapping sites that allow you to find locations 
including extremely good aerial or satellite photographs. 
Last month I gave an introduction to some of these 
programs. 

In “Urban” areas you can view quite nice aerial 
photographs. The following is a picture of one of our 
members home. Although it is out in the country, it is in an 
area classified as “Urban”. This software is Microsoft’s 
Virtual Earth. It can be accessed at http://maps.live.com. 

 

The resolution is quite good, if you look closely, you can 
see the power lines coming from the right in towards the 
home. This is what they call a “bird’s eye view”. The 
pictures are relatively current for our area – approximately 
one year ago from what I can tell. As in Google Earth you 
can also tilt the map in 3D mode. This gives you an idea of 
the surrounding landscape. You will loose some definition 
but the perspectives are quite interesting. 

The next picture is looking from Placer Elementary School 
to the North. You can get a feeling for the two hills in the 
distance and the landscape near the school. In the upper 
right corner you can see the reservoir built in 1851 by the 
miners.  It is actually above the local terrain and has about 
a twenty foot dirt berm holding the water. This software 
hasn’t quite added all the features available with Google 
Earth, but the bird’s eye view has the quality resolution 
that is not yet available with Google Earth.  

There used to be a site that actually had pictures viewing 
streets as seen from a vehicle. This site (a9.com) has been 
shut down; however, our neighbors to the North, 

Canadians, apparently have a project to photograph most of 
North America from vehicles and currently have several 
crews out starting this project. 

The next picture is a bird’s eye view of my house. The 
detail is quite amazing. In the picture you can see my 
amateur radio antennas. The antenna has a two inch 
diameter boom and the three elements are approximately 
one inch in diameter. I find it interesting to be able to see 
this great of detail – and all for free.

I am not sure that I will be sunbathing in my birthday suit 
this summer. 

Contributed by Jerry Unruh

http://maps.live.com/
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Two Newsletter Delivery Options Available

Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate. 
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be  
mailed to you. (This change reduces your dues by $1 for 
individuals and $4 for families.)

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper 
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list 
when each new issue of the newsletter is published. The 
notice will include a link to the newsletter file, which you 
can download or view online. The electronic version of the 
newsletter is published in PDF format and can be viewed 
using the free Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read 
your newsletter on paper, but want to take advantage of the 

lower dues rate, you can print out the newsletter from your 
computer at home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be 
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate 
shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies 
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep 
the registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

   ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:    $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter 
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's 
newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing 
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in 
attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family.

Our PCGS member list is made available to our membership.



 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – March 22 – Marriage Records: So Many Ways to Say “I Do” 
presented by Barbara Leak.

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – April 9 – LibraryThing&The Most Popular Genealogy 
Books presented by Barbara Leak.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – April 12 – FTM 16 Custom Reports (with time 
for Q&A) with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Third Tuesday of the Month) – 10:00 a.m. at the Carnegie 
Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know due to 
space restrictions and confirmation of date and time.

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every TUESDAY from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Nevada City LDS 
Church, 615 Hollow Way, Nevada City. For information, contact Donna Dugle Young at ddugle@pacbell.net and/or 
call (530) 477-0192. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:   
   Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
     or
PCGS Voice Mail (530) 887-2646                      

     

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
April 1, 2007

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:ddugle@pacbell.net?subject=Grass Roots Genealogical Group
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM User Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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