
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

April Evening Meeting
Thursday, April 26, 2007

Researching Female Ancestors
Pamela Dallas

Pam is a member of the Association of Professional Ge-
nealogists and has served on the board of several societies.  
She currently serves as Vice President of the Genealogical 
& Historical Council of Sacramento Valley, Education 
Chair for the Roseville Genealogical Society, Regional Di-
rector of the California State Genealogical Alliance and 
Past President of the Placer County Genealogical Society.  
Pamela has also appeared on local television talk and radio 
shows discussing genealogy and has written and appeared 
on several genealogy instructional videos aired on local 
TV.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, May 10, 2007
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

FTM 16 Q&A

Since the presentation at out General Meeting by Jim 
Rader on publishing your family history using Print on 
Demand, most of our FTM meetings have dealt with the 
Book functionality of FTM. It is likely that we will 
continue with this trend in May.

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

Day Study Group Meeting
The Study Group does not meet in December.

Monday, May 14, 2007
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

Script or Scratch?
How to Read that Old Handwriting

Reading the handwriting in old documents can be a real 
challenge. Sometimes it looks more like chicken scratch 
than penmanship. Faded ink, obsolete letter formations and 
strange symbols all serve to puzzle us. Learn the 
techniques for deciphering the antiquated handwriting 
found in manuscript records. It really is script, not scratch. 
Barbara Leak leads the study group. Visitors are welcome.

Tracing Your Family Tree
How to Begin

A Free Seminar on Beginning Genealogy
Saturday, April 21, 2007

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Auburn Library, Beecher Room

350 Nevada Street, Auburn

If you are new to genealogy or in need of a refresher course 
in the basics, come to our How to Begin seminar and find 
out why people describe it as “the best seminar I’ve ever 
attended!” If you plan to attend, please RSVP to (530) 887-
2646 or research@pcgs.pcgenes.com 

See enclosed flyer for more details. (Page 7)
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THANKS to those who prepared the newsletter for 
mailing last month: Audrey Meyers and John 
Knox.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The general meeting two months ago 
is still having good results. Jim Rader 
did a great job convincing our 
members as to the advantages of print 
on demand publishing. Two more 
members have published books. 
There is still much renewed interest in 

the FTM book capability and the majority of the last two 
FTM meetings dealt with questions about producing a 
family history book. 

I find it exciting that there is so much interest in publishing 
our genealogy. I feel good that those who publish will not 
have done their research in vain. Hopefully more of us will 
be publishing our genealogy in the near future. Even in this 
new digital age it seems that the written book is still 
important for a large portion of our society. Not everyone 
is computer literate and even those that are may still wish 
to read or study from real books. Digital media also 
changes, I no longer am able to read any of my eight in 
floppy diskettes and only have one computer with a 5 ¼ 
drives. Three of my computers no longer have 3 ½ inch 
drives.

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O.  Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

By Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

Ancestry.com Discontinued at Family 
History Centers 

As of April 1, access to most subscription databases at 
Ancestry.com is no longer available at the Family History 
Library or the local LDS family history centers. For the 
past seven years, Ancestry.com provided the LDS libraries 
with access to its subscription website with no formal 
agreement and at no charge to the library or its patrons. 
Several months ago, Ancestry.com informed the LDS 
Church of its desire to craft a formal arrangement similar to 
the licensing agreements that Ancestry.com has with public 
libraries. Unfortunately, the two organizations have been 
unable to negotiate an agreement and the free access has 
been discontinued. 

A few subscription databases, which are covered under 
separate agreements, plus Ancestry’s regular free content 
are still available. Databases that are still available include:

1. Index and images for the 1880, 1900 and 1920 U.S. 
censuses.
2. Full name indices for the British 1841-1891 censuses 
(England and Wales).
3. World War I draft cards indices as created and 
miscellaneous other databases.
 
Unofficial reports have stated that patrons are unable to 
log-on to their own personal Ancestry.com subscriptions 
from Family History Library and family history center 
computers. Apparently, there is no mechanism for logging-
off of the library’s account so that one can instead log-on 
to his or her own personal account. This includes library 
patrons using their laptop computers to connect to the 
Internet via the Family History Library’s wireless network. 
The network automatically takes you to the library’s 
Ancestry.com account, even from your own laptop. A more 
technical explanation involves ISP address numbers, which 
Ancestry.com recognizes as coming from LDS facilities. 
Techies can perhaps find a way around this, but for the 
average researcher this means no access to your own 
Ancestry.com subscription while at LDS facilities.

Ancestry.com is currently offering over 30% off the first-
year price for personal subscriptions. Ironically, the 
advertisement comes up quite prominently on Ancestry’s 
homepage as a special promotion for library users on the 
family history center’s computers. 

This is a good time to remind everyone that free access to 
Ancestry.com is still available at subscribing public 
libraries including the Roseville Public Library and 
branches of the Sacramento County Library.

For the Auburn Family History Center (FHC), the biggest 
impact of losing Ancestry.com is losing the census images. 
When all the U.S. census schedule images became 
available online at the FHC via Ancestry.com, the FHC 
returned its collection of census microfilms to the Family 
History Library in Salt Lake City. Now the Auburn FHC 
has neither the online images nor the microfilms. 
According to Ron McDowell, Director of the Sacramento 
FHC, Sacramento still has their census microfilms. Their 
collection is quite extensive and includes the complete 
1850 and 1880 census. Online images of all U.S. census 
schedules are also available at HeritageQuestOnline which 
can be accessed free of charge by cardholders of 
subscribing public libraries, including the Roseville Public 
Library, the El Dorado County Library and the Nevada 
County Library. Using your library card number, you can 
log-on to HeritageQuestOnline from a computer anywhere, 
including the family history centers and the Family History 
Library.

On a brighter note, the Family History Library’s project to 
digitize its massive microfilm collection is progressing 
more rapidly than expected. We don’t yet know when or 
what it will be, but the release of the first set of digitized 
records is rumored to be forthcoming in the near future.
 

Please sign the register each time your visit the 
Genealogy Section of the Auburn Library.

Vigo County, Indiana, Marriage Records Online

Marriage records of Vigo County, Indiana, from February 
1914 to February 1951, are being digitized and placed 
online by the Vigo County Public Library. A work in 
progress, the Vigo County Marriage Record Project, found 
at http://marriage.vigo.lib.in.us/marriage/, includes a 
database searchable by groom or bride with links to images 
of the original marriage documents.

Submitted by Barbara Leak
 

http://marriage.vigo.lib.in.us/marriage/
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Upcoming Meetings

Our May 24 speaker will be Taffy Couts on Native 
American Research. 

Taffy has been actively involved in genealogy research for 
over 25 years.  She specializes in Native American 
research and researches extensively in Arizona, Ohio and 
Texas.  She is a frequent instructor at family history 
seminars.  She has lectured at DAR.

Our June 28 speaker will be Lisa Lee from Oakland.  She 
will speak on "Canadian Research Techniques with an 
Emphasis in the Province of Ontario"

Lisa has been researching her family's genealogy for over 
30 years and is a specialist in Canadian research 
techniques.  Over the past 3 years, she has presented a 
workshop on "Blacks in Canada" at several local, LDS, and 
national genealogy conferences.  

A Systems Administrator by day, she is fluent in Macs, 
PCs, and Unix systems, so all of her workshops are 
appropriate for all users.  

 FamilySearch Database Hits 150 Million Names

FamilySearch has announced that its Pedigree Resource 
File (PRF) database launched in 1999 has reached over 150 
million searchable names. Along with the milestone 
achievement, a new feature has been added that allows 
users to view genealogical and extended information for 
deceased individuals in a familiar pedigree (family tree) 
format. Users can search or contribute their personal 
genealogies to the free database at 
http://www.familysearch.org.

The PRF database is a popular destination for family 
historians seeking to find missing branches of their family 
tree and then preserve or share family histories online. 
People from around the world can submit their genealogies 
online at FamilySearch.org. Using a genealogy software 
program, users can easily donate a copy of their personal 
family histories to the Pedigree Resource File. Details can 
be found online by clicking the Share tab on 
FamilySearch.org. Since its launch in 1999, the database 
has grown at a rate of about 19 million names a year. 
Today, it boasts over 150 million searchable names. To 
respect privacy, only information about deceased 
individuals is displayed online.

Submitted by Barbara Leak

American Geographical Society Map Collection

The American Geographical Society Library (AGS) houses 
one of North America’s largest geography and map 
collections. The Society was founded in the 1850s to 
promote the collection and diffusion of geographical and 
statistical information, and to establish and maintain a 
library with a collection of maps, charts and instruments. 
The Library’s former home was in New York City, until it 
was transferred to the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
Libraries in 1978. Currently, the AGS Library has an 
extensive worldwide collection of maps, atlases, books, 
journals, pamphlets, photographs, slides, air photos, and 
digital spatial data.

The AGS Digital Map Collection presents free access to 
online images of the most frequently requested maps from 
the holdings of the AGS Library. The current selection 
ranges from early maps of Asia and Australia to historical 
maps of American cities, states, and national parks. Many 
rare, historical maps of Milwaukee and Wisconsin are in 
the Collection.  Development continues as other maps will 
be added in the future. Visit the AGS Digital Map 
Collection at 
http://www.uwm.edu/Libraries/digilib/maps/index.html. 

Submitted by Barbara Leak

Who Says Games Have to Be Fun?

The Genealogue: Alvin O. Hall—the Milton Bradley of 
Cincinnati, Ohio—was granted a patent on Jan. 25, 1881, 
for a game based on the 1880 census. It was to be played 
on two identical maps of the United States with blocks 
bearing the names of 48 census subdivisions ("thirty-eight 
States, nine territories, and one district"), and a like number 
of blocks bearing the number of inhabitants in each 
subdivision. 

Either player, for instance No. 1, turns up a block 
[...] so that the name of the State can be seen, and 
then both guess at the population in 1880, and the 
one that has nearest approached the true figure 
takes the block and places it upon the 
corresponding State, and if he fails the block is 
returned to the rest; but if he guessed correctly the 
block remains on his map until all the blocks have 
been placed on the map, the player having the most 
blocks on his map being the winner. 

It is not known whether this game was actually inflicted 
upon the American public. 

http://www.genealogue.com/2007/04/who-says-games-have-to-be-fun.html
http://www.uwm.edu/Libraries/digilib/maps/index.html
http://www.familysearch.org/
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Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below. 

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (530) 887-2646
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

Nova Scotia Vital Records Now Online

Welcome to one million new possibilities in searching for 
your Nova Scotia roots! Nova Scotia Archives and Records 
Management is pleased to bring you this outstanding new 
resource for genealogical research. The Nova Scotia 
Historical Vital Statistics website at 
https://www.novascotiagenealogy.com/ offers a fully 
searchable database containing one million names. Every 
name is linked to its original record within one of the 
following record groups: births 1864-1877, marriages 
1864-1930, and deaths 1864-1877 and 1908-1955.

Actual records may be viewed in digitized form and, by 
using the Viewpoint® plug-in provided, you can read 

every detail entered on the original registration. If you want 
copies of the records for historical and genealogical 
research purposes, you can purchase them online either as 
e-files or paper copies right from website. 

Civil registration of vital statistics began in Nova Scotia in 
1763 with the introduction of procedures for obtaining a 
marriage license. The procedure was optional and the 
surviving records are incomplete. Formalized registration 
of births, deaths and marriages began in 1864 and 
continued to 1877, at which time record-keeping lapsed for 
births and deaths, but continued for marriages. Compliance 
was not universal during this period and there are gaps in 
the surviving records. Since October 1, 1908, birth, death 
and marriage registrations have been collected and 
maintained continuously.

Submitted by Barbara Leak

Ancestry.com Digitizes Iowa State Censuses, More 
Than 14 Million Records from 1836 to 1925

Ancestry.com has digitized and indexed all readily 
available Iowa State census records from 1836 to 1925. In 
total, the collection features more than 14 million Iowa 
State census records and more than 3 million images.

Iowa has an exceptionally rich census repertoire, having 
taken censuses more frequently than any other state in 
America. The state conducted five complete, statewide 
censuses of all 99 counties and 23 partial censuses, of 
which all but three contain 13 counties or less. The 1925 
census, widely regarded as genealogical gold, is the 
highlight of the collection, featuring more detail than any 
other censuses in Iowa or most other states. Unique 
information available in this enumeration include mother’s 
maiden name and father’s full name, birthplace and year of 
marriage, providing invaluable insight and additional clues 
to help discover family history. Other data listed in Iowa 
census records include name, age, gender, race, marital 
status, place of residence, parents’ names and each 
resident’s war service and citizenship status.

The Iowa census collection captures a cross-section of 
America’s “breadbasket,” from the first white settlers of 
1833 to a period of German and Northern European 
immigration to Iowa. It also accounts for the influx of 
thousands of settlers from the American Midwest and mid-
Atlantic. Interestingly, Germans, Swedes, Norwegians, 
Danes and Dutch made up most of Iowa’s immigrant 
population.

Submitted by Barbara Leak

https://www.novascotiagenealogy.com/
mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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Searching the USGenWeb

The following is an announcement written by Daryl 
Lytton, Assistant Editor of the USGenWeb Newsletter:

For the first time in the 10-year history of The 
USGenWeb Project, a project-wide search is being 
enabled on a State-by-State basis at 
http://www.USGenWeb-Search.Us with a great 
deal of success. The free-access USGenWeb, along 
with many of the state and county sites and Special 
Projects, are hosted by RootsWeb.com.

Although Search Us opened to the public on 
February 1st 2007 with only the 13 original states 
(and the last two, Alaska and Hawaii) searchable, 
5,975 people visited the home page 8,699 times 
and conducted a total of 25,163 state searches 
during the month.

February and March saw the addition of many 
more states, some now receiving as many as 1,000 
searches per week. Yet more are being added in 
April, and it is expected that all states will be 
searchable by sometime in May or June.

Now, instead of a researcher asking, "I can't find 
your search, do you have anything on Jane Smith?" 
the researcher can say, "I found Jane Smith via 
your search, and have more information I would 
like to contribute to the USGenWeb."

Posted by Dick Eastman at: http://blog.eogn.com/east-
mans_online_genealogy/2007/04/searching_the_u.html

Free Access to Immigration Records as Ancestry.com

To honor the 100th anniversaries of the largest year and 
single day of immigration through Ellis Island, 
Ancestry.com, the world’s largest online resource for 
family history, is offering free access to the only complete 
online set of Ellis Island passenger arrival records (1892-
1957) from April 12 to April 30. In addition, Ancestry.com 
is inviting users to relive the remarkable journeys of their 
gateway ancestors at the click of a mouse at The Ellis 
Island Experience – an interactive, multimedia tour of this 
national landmark.

More than 11,500 immigrants passed through America’s 
“Golden Door” on April 17, 1907, the single-day record. In 
total, some 1 million immigrants would come through the 
island in 1907 alone, making it the busiest year in Ellis 
Island’s 60 years of operation.

Each ship that docked at Ellis Island was required to give 
island officials a list of people on board. Known as 
passenger lists, these records reveal invaluable pieces of a 
family’s immigration story, from place of origin and 
intended destination in America to birth dates, names of 
family members and even the amount of money in their 
possession.

“For millions of Americans, Ellis Island is a monument to 
their ancestors’ hope, will and sacrifice — not just a New 
York tourist site,” said Megan Smolenyak, Chief Family 
Historian for Ancestry.com. “More than 12 million 
immigrants came through Ellis Island and though some 
settled in New York, most boarded trains bound for 
Minnesota and Colorado and other destinations across the 
country. Ellis Island’s influence is felt throughout 
America.”

From cramped, unsanitary conditions during their Atlantic 
voyage, to long lines and dreaded medical inspections, The 
Ellis Island Experience brings the “Isle of Hope” to life, 
illustrating the story of this great immigration station 
through oral histories, original photos, maps and first-hand 
accounts. At the click of a mouse, site visitors can now 
discover the legacies of immigrants’ sacrifice, survival and 
success, learning what drove so many millions of 
immigrants to leave everything they knew for a country 
they had never seen.

This 100th anniversary comes on the heels of the 
November launch of Ancestry.com’s U.S. Passenger List 
Collection, the largest compilation of its kind, which 
includes more than 100 million names of people who 
arrived at more than 100 U.S. ports of entry between 1820 
and 1960, the height of immigration.

Ancestry.com’s easy-to-use search and navigation tools 
help users find their ancestors’ passenger lists. Users can 
view a digital image of the actual passenger list document, 
save to their online personal family tree, print for future 
reference and share via email with their family members. 
From April 12 through April 30, Ancestry.com is offering 
free access to the entire U.S. Passenger List Collection, 
which includes the Internet’s most comprehensive set of 
Ellis Island records.

The U.S. Passenger List Collection complements and 
combines with Ancestry.com’s eclectic and growing 
compilation of historical records, which also includes birth, 
marriage and death records, military records and the 
exclusive online U.S. Federal Census Collection (1790-
1930).

http://www.ancestry.com/s24018/t10126/rd.ashx
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2007/04/searching_the_u.html
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2007/04/searching_the_u.html
http://www.USGenWeb-Search.Us/
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – April 26 – Researching Female Ancestors presented by Pamela 
Dallas.

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – May 14 – Script or Scratch? How to Read that Old 
Handwriting presented by Barbara Leak.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – May 10 – FTM 16  Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Third Tuesday of the Month) – 10:00 a.m. at the Carnegie 
Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know due to 
space restrictions and confirmation of date and time.

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every TUESDAY from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Nevada City LDS 
Church, 615 Hollow Way, Nevada City. For information, contact Donna Dugle Young at ddugle@pacbell.net and/or call 
(530) 477-0192. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:   
   Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
     or
PCGS Voice Mail (530) 887-2646                      

     

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
May 1, 2007

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:ddugle@pacbell.net?subject=Grass Roots Genealogical Group
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM User Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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