
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

September Evening Meeting
Thursday, September 27, 2007

Timelines: A Chronology of Events
Chuck Knuthson

Chuck has been studying and conducting genealogical 
research for more thirty years. He has instructed beginning 
and intermediate classes for twelve years, and lectures 
regionally and nationally. A fourth generation Californian, 
Chuck is a retired captain, having served thirty-two years 
with the Roseville Police Department.  He has completed 
seminars at Brigham Young University, the Salt Lake 
Institute of Genealogy, the National Institute on 
Genealogical Research, and the Institute of Genealogy and 
Historical Research. He has also completed the National 
Genealogical Society's course, American Genealogy: A 
Basic Course. He has attended numerous local, state, and 
national seminars, institutes, and conferences. Chuck is 
president of the 1,300 member Sacramento German 
Genealogy Society, and a member of numerous other 
genealogical and professional organizations. He is pursuing 
certification as a professional genealogist.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, October 11, 2007

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker Q&A

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, October 8, 2007
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

Migration Routes of the Eastern Seaboard & the Trans-
Allegheny West

Our next study group meeting is on Columbus Day. 
Columbus’ discovery of the New World opened the doors 
to European settlement of the Americas. Once on 
American soil, the settlers and their descendants kept 
moving west. For this meeting, we will explore some of the 
migration routes our ancestors followed as they settled the 
eastern seaboard and the trans-Allegheny west. Visitors are 
welcome. Barbara Leak leads the study group. 
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THANKS to those who prepared the newsletter for 
mailing in June: Audrey Meyers, John Knox, 
Bob Baker, and John & Jacqui Marcella.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Summer is over along with vacations. 
My family enjoyed going to a family 
reunion in Kansas. We drove from 
Loomis to Wichita in four days 
pulling our fifth wheel trailer. This 
gave us a place to stay as well as 
being able to bring everything needed 

for the reunion.  We had an enjoyable time at the reunion. 
There were ten of us cousins along with our families. 
(That’s a third of us.) Did I mention that although we drove 
we were still pretty crowded in the truck? We were able to 
take my father and both grandchildren along with Mary 
Ann (SHMBO – she who must be obeyed) and me. We 
also took the three dogs to keep us company. 

One of my stops on the way back was at the New Hopedale 
Mennonite Church Cemetery in Meno, Oklahoma. Many of 

my relatives are buried there 
and I again walked the entire 
cemetery and took pictures. I 
hope to be able to put these 
pictures on the Internet along 
with additional information 
including how they are related 
to me. 

The marker next to my 
grandparents is not in very good shape. It apparently was 
run over while they were mowing the cemetery. Although 
nearly unreadable, I have the information since I have been 
trying to find out who Crinda Alice Goe is and if she is 
related to me.

California State Archives Online Catalog

What records are available at the California State 
Archives? Ask Minerva, the Archives’ online catalog. 
Minerva is searchable at http://minerva.sos.ca.gov. When 
you use Minerva, think “subject”, not “surname”. Named 
for the Roman goddess of wisdom, Minerva catalogs the 
manuscript holdings of an archives, not books in a library; 
and it was developed for use by archivists, not librarians 
and genealogists. Think like an archivist and use it wisely.  

Submitted by Barbara Leak

Upcoming Meetings

October 25: 
Cath Trindle, Copyright Issues
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

By Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

Changes at the Auburn Library
Inside the Auburn Library, things look a 
little different than they used to. The 
reference desk has moved to a new 

location. With it have gone the reference books. The media 
shelves (video tapes, CDs, etc.) are now front and center as 
you enter the library and the reference shelves have shifted 
over to the space the media used to occupy. This includes 
many reference atlases, gazetteers and local histories.

And where are the genealogy books? They’re still in their 
same place near the microfilm cabinets. They haven’t 
moved an inch, but some of the microfilm has. The cabinet 
holding the Placer County directories, census, and 
cemetery microfilms is now conveniently located next the 
to the newspaper microfilm cabinet. 

Most of the genealogy microfiche has been removed. But 
don’t despair. The microfiche consisted of old, outdated 
editions of the International Genealogical Index (IGI) and 
the Family History Library Catalog (FHLC). Current 
versions of both of these databases are available online at 
www.familysearch.org and the most recent microfiche 
editions are still available at the Auburn Family History 
Center. Microfiche that remains in the library includes the 
Sacramento Bee vital records index and the Periodical 
Source Index (PERSI).

Ancestry.com at the Auburn Family History Center 
(FHC)
Full access to Ancestry.com is now available on two 
computers at the Auburn Family History Center. This 
resource offers searchable, digital collections of census, 
immigration and military records, newspapers, maps, vital 
record indexes, and other databases. The subscription is 
paid for by the FHC and is a welcome return of an 
important resource.

Local History Books Going Online
Three years ago, the Family History Library (FHL) 
announced a partnership with Brigham Young University’s 
Harold B. Lee Library to digitize and place online 5,000 
published family histories from the FHL collection. The 
project moved quickly and now the libraries have brought 
in a third partner to expand the collection. 

The Allen County Public Library (ACPL) in Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, holds one of the country’s largest collections of 
local and county histories. In an unprecedented 

collaboration between a private library (FHL), an academic 
library (Lee), and a public library (ACPL), many of the 
FHL’s and the ACPL’s local history books will be 
digitized and placed online with the previously mentioned 
family histories. Eventually, thousands of the city 
directories from the FHL and ACPL collections will also 
be added. A fourth partner, the Clayton Library Center for 
Genealogical Research, located in Houston, Texas, will 
also be contributing to the project. Ultimately, more than 
100,000 family and local history books have been targeted 
for digitization.  

This rapidly expanding, online collection, known as the 
Family History Archive, is accessible free at 
www.familyhistoryarchive.byu.edu. Visit it often.

Please sign the register each time your visit the 
Genealogy Section of the Auburn Library.

In Memorium – 
Doris Jean McCann Sayles 12/20/1926 - 5/9/2007 

Doris Jean McCann Sayles was born on December 20, 
1926 in Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada, to Sara McNamara 
McCann and Orville W. McCann. Doris was the second of 
three children. She spent her early years in Lethbridge, 
until the family moved to Berkeley, Calif., when she was 
16. She graduated from UC Berkeley with a Bachelors 
Degree in Recreation. In 1949, she married Marshall 
Richard Sayles, and they moved to Chico, Calif., where 
their children were born. Later the family lived in Auburn, 
then Newcastle, and later Doris and Dick returned to 
Auburn, where Doris resided until she died. 

Doris is survived by her husband Dick Sayles, of Auburn, 
Calif., children; Mary J. Sayles, of Roseville, Calif., Alan 
McCann-Sayles and his wife Sarah Scher, of 
McKinleyville, Calif., and Peggy S. Durfee, and her 
husband James Durfee, of Loomis, Calif., grandchildren; 
Sara Durfee of Loomis, Calif, and Daniel McCann-Sayles 
and MeiLi McCann-Sayles, of McKinleyville, Calif., 
sister-in-law Dorothy Gaines and her husband Robert 
Gaines of Carson City, Nev., and brother-in-law Robert 
Benham, of Fair Oaks, Calif., along with several cousins 
and other relatives in Canada. Her two sisters; Eileen M. 
Smith and Marjorie Benham preceded her in death. 

Doris was active in efforts for World Peace, the Older 
Women's League (OWL), working with children, and 
genealogy. She taught preschool in the 1950's and loved 
telling "flannel board" stories to children. Doris and Betty 
Jo Larson set up the Newcastle School Library in the late 
1960s.

(cont next page)

http://www.familyhistoryarchive.byu.edu/
http://www.familysearch.org/
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Doris Jean McCann Sayles (cont)
Her body will be cremated and the ashes scattered at a 
location to be determined. Doris and her beautiful smile 
will be greatly missed. 

A memorial service will be held in midsummer when all 
family members and friends can attend. Information will be 
forthcoming later. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to: 
Grandmothers For Peace, P.O. Box 580788, Elk Grove, 
Calif. 95758. 

Special Speakers at Family History Day

Some new and special speakers are scheduled to appear at 
“Family History Day,” a free event held Saturday, October 
13, 2007, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm, at the California State 
Archives, 1020 “O” Street, Sacramento. This year’s 
program includes:
• Steve Morse, author of the famous “1-Step” Internet 

search tools,
• Ron Arons on “best bet” Internet websites,
• Sue Rowe with “Female Physicians in Colonial 

America” and “Preparing Papers for Lineage 
Societies”, and

• Melinda Kashuba, author of Walking with Your 
Ancestors: A Genealogist’s Guide to Using Maps and 
Geography, presenting classes on using maps and GPS 
devices.

Also, appearing are Lisa Lee, Everett Ireland, Glenda 
Lloyd, and others. The professional archives staff will 
present classes in the preservation lab and there will be 
tours of the Archives.

October is California Archives Month. For more 
information on Family History Day and other Archives 
Month events, visit 
http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/archmonth2007.html.

Benjamin Yoe and Sophronia Angel (Morriss) Fechtig

My great great grandfather, Benjamin Fechtig, was born in 
Hagerstown, Maryland in 1832. “During the Gold Rush 49 
and later he sailed down to the Panama Coast with some 
cronies, crossed over to the Pacific Coast by pack mule and 
took a schooner for San Francisco.” There may have been 
some success in the gold fields and then a ship wreck. The 
details are a bit murky. However, we do know “just after 
Crescent City sprang into existence, on June 10, 1854, was 
issued the first number of the Herald, which for seven 
years was a weekly visitor to its friends, and a vigilant and 
earnest factor of the growth and welfare of this section of 
California.

 

The press and material were shipped from San Francisco 
by the editors and proprietors, Messrs B.Y. Fechtig and 
U.B. Freanor. It was a twenty-column paper, published 
weekly, at a subscription price of ten dollars per 
annum.......In September, 1854, Mr. Fechtig withdrew, and 
S.H. Grubler assumed his place.”

Benjamin returned to Hagerstown where he married 
Sophronia Angel Morriss of Richmond Co., Virginia in 
1858. The first of their six children, John, my great 
grandfather, was born the following year.  John married 
and started his own family in Washington D.C. and then 
moved to Glendale, California in 1902. As he was a chief 
clerk for the railroad he made a number of visits to 
Crescent City to explore the city where his father had 
helped to begin the first newspaper on the northwest coast. 

J. Knox

Linda Todd who was our speaker in July and August.

Linda spoke on  Scanning Photos & Documents at our July 
meeting and on Touch-up and Repair of Old Photos at our 
August meeting.

 

http://www.sos.ca.gov/archives/archmonth2007.html
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Richard Ashton and the Bury Hunt

Everyone has, or should have, a story like this.

Some years ago on a trip to England, I visited Bury Library 
in Lancashire hoping to discover some information on my 
Ashton ancestors. I knew they were from this part of 
Lancashire. Early in the day I had purchased a brief 
overview of the history of Bury.  Late in the afternoon, 
finished with the library for the day, I began to read the 
historical account of Bury. Midway through this account I 
came across the following:

“the painting of the Bury Hunt ..... is periodically hung in 
Bury Art Gallery. This depicts a group of influential local 
gentry, attired in full hunting regalia, mounted on 
mettlesome steeds with the hounds frolicking in the 
foreground. Commissioned in 1841, it was the work of two 
local artists, Joseph Maiden, who painted the animals and 
Charles Agar, who painted the portraits. For some 
unknown reason the Hunt members refused to buy the 
painting so the artists produced another one with the 
caricatures of the original subjects mounted on donkeys! 
This was promptly purchased by the Hunt and destroyed. “

And I broke out laughing not just at the sly trick by the 
painters, but also because right in the middle of the 
painting was my ancestor, Richard Ashton. This was much 
better than any piece of information found in the library.

Prints of the Bury Hunt have become a popular iconic work 
and are now readily available on the Internet. It is a shame 
that a copy of this story doesn’t accompany each of them.

J. Knox

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below. 

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (530) 887-2646
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

The Genealogue Challenges

Christopher Dunham has been running some interesting 
genealogy challenges. His web site/blog is usually very 
humorous. He has been adding these challenges lately and 
is up to number 33. It is setup so that you can respond to 
the challenge through the blog. Here is Genealogue 
Challenge #33:

Here's another opportunity to prove you're smarter 
than I am. Lucille La Verne's voice has been 
making children tremble since the 1937 release of 
Disney's Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. She 
allegedly was widowed three times. Can you find 
the names of any or all of her husbands?

Check out the answers at http://www.genealogue.com/ 

http://www.genealogue.com/
http://www.genealogue.com/
mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – June 28 – Native American Research presented by Taffy Couts.

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – September 10 – Finding Both Halves of Military Bounty  
Land Records presented by Pam Dallas. Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – August 9 – FTM 16 Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Third Tuesday of the Month) – 10:00 a.m. at the Carnegie 
Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know due to 
space restrictions and confirmation of date and time.

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every TUESDAY from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Nevada City LDS 
Church, 615 Hollow Way, Nevada City. For information, contact Donna Dugle Young at ddugle@pacbell.net and/or call 
(530) 477-0192. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:   
   Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
     or
PCGS Voice Mail (530) 887-2646                      

     

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
September 1, 2007

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:ddugle@pacbell.net?subject=Grass%20Roots%20Genealogical%20Group
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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