
GENERAL MEETING
(Meeting Is Early This Month – May 22)

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

May Evening Meeting
Thursday, May 22, 2008

Google Earth
Phil Sexton  

 
Phil Sexton has worked for the Forest Service and the 
National Park Service as an interpreter, recreation 
manager, and firefighter for over 30 years, and has been a 
naturalist/interpreter for the Tahoe NF since 1996, building 
an interpretive program that involves a visitor center, 
numerous interpretive activities, trails, wayside signing, 
and several publications. In 2003, he oversaw the 
renovation of the Big Bend Visitor Center Museum, 
dedicated to preserving and interpreting the transportation 
history of the Donner Pass area and its role in California's 
development in the 19th and 20th centuries. Currently, Phil 
is exploring ways to use web-based applications such as 
Google Earth and Geocaching in interpretation.

Phil is a long time member of the National Association for 
Interpretation. In 2002, Phil received the Gifford Pinchot 
Award as the Interpreter of the year for the Pacific 
Southwest Region of the Forest Service, and in 2003 he 
served on the steering committee for the National 
Interpreter's Workshop in Reno.

During his career, Phil has worked on the Sequoia, Inyo 
and Tahoe National Forests, the Lake Tahoe Basin 
Management Unit, and Redwood National Park. He helped 
establish CALM, the California Living Museum, serves on 
the Board of the Placer County Visitor Bureau, is currently 
a liaison with the Interpretation Association of the West, 
the non-profit association affiliated with Tahoe, and is a 
member of the Placer Sierra Railway Heritage Society and 
the Peace Tax Society. 

He lives in Soda Springs, right next to the Emigrant trail.

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, June 9, 2008

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

Research in New England

They’re six little states with a big difference. In June, we 
will explore the records and resources that make New 
England research unique and distinct from the rest of the 
country. Our focus will be on sources for Colonial and 
early American New Englanders. Barbara Leak leads the 
study group. Visitors are welcome.

The Study Group does not meet in July and August. 

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, June 12, 2008
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker Q&A

The topic for the June meeting will be preserving old 
documents by scanning and whether or not to save a copy 
within Family Tree Maker and how to accomplish saving 
and storage. 
Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 
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THANKS to those who prepared the newsletter for 
mailing in April: Audrey Meyers, Bob Baker, John 
Knox, Bev Russell, Bobbie McClellan, and John & 
Jacqui Marcella.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Many of us volunteer at a Family 
History Center. The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints runs the 
FHCs. The majority of the 
volunteers at the Auburn FHC are 
not LDS members. The volunteers 

are interested in genealogy. In an effort to block 
posthumous rebaptisms by the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, Catholic dioceses throughout the world 
have been directed by the Vatican not to give information 
in parish registers to the Mormons' Genealogical Society of 
Utah. Mormons have been criticized by several other faiths 
-- perhaps most passionately by the Jews. 

The majority of the Auburn FHC’s patrons are also not 
LDS members. This is an interesting differential 
considering that in general more and more records are 
being digitized and made available. Many of these records 
are available for free such as www.findmypast.com 
working with the LDS FamilySearch to digitize nine 
million images from the UK National Archives of select 
British historical records. Transcripts of 210,000 trials 
heard at the Old Bailey from 1674 to 1913 provided by the 
Humanities Research Institute. These may be found at 
www.oldbaileyonline.org 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O.  Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

Edited by 
Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

The following books are now available 
on the Genealogy Shelves at the Auburn Library:

Letter from the Secretary of War Transmitting a Report  
of the Names, Rank, and Line of Every Person Placed on 
the Pension List in Pursuance of the Act of the 18th 

March, 1818, &c  (1820; reprint, Baltimore: Southern 
Book Co., 1955).

If you are searching for the name, rank and line of 
Revolutionary War pensioners, this book is for you. It is 
commonly referred to as The Pension List of 1818. States 
paying pensions are listed alphabetically. However, the 
names of pensioners in each state are arranged 
alphabetically by first letter only of the last name, so you 
will need to browse a bit. It is important to note that 
pensioners are listed under the state in which they were 
living in 1818, not the state from which they served. The 
Pension List of 1818 has long been regarded as an 
important finding aid for locating Revolutionary 
pensioners. 

This book was donated to PCGS by the late Anabel 
Higgins. (Call #Ref 929.3 Uni Genealogy)

Reviewed by Norman Handley

Ship Passenger Lists: National and New England 
(1600-1825), edited by Carl Boyer III (Newhall, Calif: 
privately printed, 1977).

This book supplies the first 71 foreign emigration lists 
referenced in the 1938 publication by Harold Lancour, A 
Bibliography of Ship Passenger Lists, 1538-1825, with 
several American ports mentioned and those which apply 
to New England. The points of emigration covered include 
Ireland departures of 1803-1804, Scottish prisoners sent in 
1652 and two voyages of the Mayflower, the famous one in 
1620 and another in 1629 before it was contracted by 
Winthrop as part of the 1630 fleet. Alphabetical indexes of 
ship names, place names, personal names on the passenger 
lists and variants in spelling of these names are included.

This book was donated to PCGS by the late Ella-Louise 
Whaley. (Call #Ref 929.373 Boy Genealogy)

Reviewed by Ron and Donna Young

The above book joins three companion books by the same 
author on our library shelves:
Ship Passenger Lists: New York and New Jersey 
(1600-1825) (Call #R 929.374 Boy Genealogy)
Ship Passenger Lists: Pennsylvania and Delaware 
(1641-1825) (Call #R 929.374 Boy Genealogy)
Ship Passenger Lists: The South (1538-1825) (Call #R 
929.374 Boy Genealogy)

Also on our library shelves is the book from which these 
volumes derive:
A Bibliography of Ship Passenger Lists, 1538-1825, by 
Harold Lancour (Call #R 016.32573 L Genealogy)

An Index of Pioneers from Massachusetts to the West,  
Especially the State of Michigan, compiled by Charles A. 
Flagg (1915; reprint, Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing 
Co., 1980).

This book names the sons and daughters of the Old Bay 
State families who removed to New York and states of the 
middle west. Constructed from several scattered sources, 
this is an alphabetical index of persons from Massachusetts 
who migrated west and are referenced in various published 
works. Names, dates and towns of birth, dates of removal, 
and states where the pioneers settled are given. Additional 
information may include spouses and military service. 
Each entry references the published work from which the 
information is taken, and a bibliography of those works is 
near the front of the book.

This book was donated to PCGS by the late Ella-Louise 
Whaley. (Call # Ref 929.3744 Ind Genealogy)

Reviewed by Marguerite McCurry

Please sign the register each time your visit the 
Genealogy Section of the Auburn Library.

  

Upcoming Meetings

June 26, 2008 General Meeting

Dr. Kent Perryman 
Health Care for Gold Rush Fever

Kent was born in St. Louis, Missouri.  He received a BA 
and MA in Psychology and a PhD in Physiological 
Psychology.  He is a retired associate research physiologist 
from the UCLA Department of Psychiatry and 
Biobehavioral Sciences.

mailto:librarian@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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Meet Your Vice President

My name is John Knox, Vice President of our Society and 
occasional volunteer with Sales and Door Prizes.

I was born In Oakland, California where my father was an 
engineer working for Kaiser Steel during the war years. At 
the end of the war our family returned to southern Califor-
nia where both my parents grew up, my father in Los An-
geles, and my mother in Glendale and Fontana. A career 
opportunity for my father brought our family to the coun-
tryside of Auburn in the 1950s. I attended local schools and 
spent my summers working in orchards, mostly now gone, 
in the Mt. Vernon area.

After some years away for college and travel I returned to 
Auburn and began a career in teaching - math and social 
science at Weimar Hills Middle School. I loved teaching 
and summer vacations were a wonderful opportunity for 
travel, further my education or work on my home. My 
interest in genealogy helped to make the last ten years of 
teaching much more interesting. I came to realize I had a 
vested family interest in so many of the times and places 
we discussed in classes.

I’ve retired from teaching, but not genealogy. It began with 
a few family records from both sides of the family. Then a 
few hesitant visits to the local Family History Center. 
Before long I realized I was hooked and my interest has 
only grown, as the lives and characters of my ancestors are 
discovered / unearthed in Iowa, Indiana, West Virginia, 
Virginia, Maryland, and much of New England. I’ve also 
found many across the waters to Great Britain, Ireland, 
Germany and France.

Our Society’s General Meetings, Day Study Group 
Meetings, Family Tree Maker User’s Group Meetings and 
Newsletter have provided invaluable help, instruction, 
clues, information, guidance, cookies, etc. for all of us. My 
regret is that I didn’t become an active member sooner. So 
a big thank you to all those responsible.

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below. 

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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Medieval English Genealogy

Some Notes on Medieval English Genealogy, located 
online at 
http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/index.html, is a 
website designed to provide some useful resources for 
researchers tracing medieval English genealogy. The dates 
covered extend up to about 1600. Some Welsh, and a little 
Scottish and Irish material is also included. The site 
contains brief guides to major record groups and published 
sources for the medieval era, some record abstracts, and 
many links to additional guides and databases located 
elsewhere on the Internet. This website is the work of Chris 
Phillips, an amateur enthusiast.

Jackson County, Missouri, Marriages

The Jackson County Department of Records in Kansas 
City, Missouri, has a public access website at 
http://records.co.jackson.mo.us/, containing a searchable 
database and online images of Jackson County marriage 
records. Other official public records (deeds, mortgages, 
etc.) since 1968 are also online.

California Pioneer Roster

The Native Daughters of the Golden West (NDGW), a 
fraternal organization founded in 1886 for women born in 
the state of California, began cataloguing pioneers born in, 
or present in California prior to 1870. The NDGW’s Roster 
of California Pioneers lists over 35,000 names. The Index 
to the Roster has been recently updated; the first major 
update since 2002, cross-referencing duplicates and adding 
supplemental information.

The Index to the Roster of California Pioneers can be 
found on the Native Daughters' website at 
http://www.ndgw.org/PRosterIndex/rostermain.html. 
Copies of submission papers for pioneers named in the 
roster may be ordered from the NDGW for a donation 
$2.50 per name. The NDGW is also seeking submissions 
of names of additional pioneers to add to the roster. 
Submission forms are available online.

Making of America Project

The Making of America Project (MOA) represents a major 
collaborative endeavor to preserve and make accessible 
through digital technology a significant body sources 
related to development of the U.S. infrastructure. The 
initial phase of the project, begun in the fall of 1995, 
focused on developing a collaborative effort between 
Cornell University and the University of Michigan. 
Drawing on materials within their respective libraries, 
these two institutions are developing a thematically-related 

digital library documenting American social history from 
the antebellum period through reconstruction. At Cornell 
University, 109 monographs (267 volumes) and 22 journals 
(955 volumes) with imprints, primarily between 
1840-1900, have been scanned, and are available online. A 
sampling of titles includes The Atlantic Monthly 
(1857-1901), Harper’s New Monthly Magazine 
(1850-1899), The New England Magazine (1831-1835 
and 1886-1900), and Scientific American (1846-1869). 
Also in the collection, for the Civil War researcher, are the 
multi-volume works of the Official Records of the Union 
and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion 
(1894 - 1922) and the War of the Rebellion: a 
Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and 
Confederate Armies (1880 - 1901). Visit the Making of 
America Project at http://cdl.library.cornell.edu/moa/. 

A Means of Transportation

The following question was posed recently by a PCGS 
member:

“I was looking at the Irish newsgroup and found this 
posting about will forgeries. It shows that the subjects were 
sentenced to “Transportation” for life and the other for 
seven years. Do you have any idea what this means?”

The newsgroup posting was as follows: 

Transcribed from the 27 April 1844 edition of 
The Coleraine Chronicle newspaper, by 
permission of The British Library:

The  Will  Forgeries.—At  the  Central  Criminal 
Court, London, on Monday, Barber and Fletcher 
were sentenced to transportation for life; William 
Saunders to be transported for seven years; and 
Lydia Saunders, and Georgiana Dorey, each to be 
imprisoned and kept to hard labour for two years.
—Northern Whig.

Here’s the answer: “Transportation” refers the deporting of 
convicted criminals to a penal colony. Prior to the 
American Revolution, the United Kingdom (which then 
included Ireland) transported an estimated 50 to 60 
thousand convicts and indentured servants to the Americas, 
representing perhaps as much as one-quarter of all 18th 

century British emigrants. After the Revolution, with 
America closed-off, Britain began transporting convicts to 
Australia instead. The practice officially ended in 1868. 
One may conclude that the “will forgers” named in the 
1844 newspaper article above were sentenced to “a little 
vacation” in Australia. 

Submitted by Barbara Leak

http://cdl.library.cornell.edu/moa/
http://www.ndgw.org/PRosterIndex/rostermain.html
http://records.co.jackson.mo.us/
http://www.medievalgenealogy.org.uk/index.html
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Catherine Allen - North Dakota Pioneer Certificate

By Audrey Potter Meyers
 
 Before North Dakota became a state on November 2, 
1889, there was no mandatory registration of births.  I 
searched many places for a Birth Registration of my 
paternal grandmother, Catherine Agnes Allan, dob 4 
August 1886 in Walsh County, and could not find anything 
until I found a website for The Red River Valley 
Genealogical Society which issues a North Dakota Pioneer 
Certificate to a descendent who can prove the ancestor 
resided in that state prior to November 2, 1889.  I was 
easily able to prove that by the 1900 Census where she was 
listed with her parents and siblings. 

A qualified applicant must be a direct descendant of a 
qualified pioneer ancestor. Applicant need not be a resident 
of North Dakota nor have ever lived in the state. 

It is a very nice certificate on parchment paper, hand 
lettered and with a gold seal.  The fee is $8.00.
 
For more information and application go to their website: 
http://www.redrivergenealogy.com/htmls/pioneer.htm 
or mail them at: 

Red River Valley Genealogical Society
PO Box 9284
Fargo ND 58106-9284

 

http://www.redrivergenealogy.com/htmls/pioneer.htm
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Akron, Ohio, Obituary Index

The Special Collections Division of the Akron-Summit 
County Public Library in Akron, Ohio, has made its Akron 
Beacon Journal Obituary indexes available online at http://
www.akronlibrary.org/internetresources/sc/Obits/obits.htm
l

This searchable index to all obituaries that have appeared 
in the Akron Beacon Journal from 1940 to 2007 is now 
available via the Library’s website. Subsequent years will 
be added annually. These digitized indexes, which may be 
searched or browsed by name, provide the date that the 
obituary appeared in the newspaper. Copies of the 
obituaries may be obtained from the Library’s Special 
Collections Division.  For more information, contact 
Special Collections at (330) 643-9030 or 
speccollections@akronlibrary.org.

That's My Family - A Canadian Genealogy Search 
Engine

by Dick Eastman

The following article is from Eastman’s Online 
Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright 2007 by 
Richard W. Eastman. It is re-published here with 
the permission of the author. Information about the 
newsletter is available at http://www.eogn.com.  

A new search tool searches genealogy and family history 
databases hosted by Canadian federal, provincial or 
territorial archives centres and libraries, as well as those of 
several commercial partners. "That's My Family," or 
"Voici Ma Famille," is free of charge and available in both 
French and English. It was launched and is maintained by 
Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec (BAnQ) 
with support from Library and Archives Canada (LAC) and 
the Council of Provincial and Territorial Archivists 
(CPTA) of Canada.

"That's My Family" hosts no data of its own. It is a search 
engine, similar to Google, that indexes data found on other 
sites. The difference is that "That's My Family" looks only 
at Canadian sites that contain genealogy information. As 
such, it can save you a lot of time; you do not have to 
search each site individually. 

The databases that have been indexed include both free and 
for-pay sources. In the case of for-pay sites, clicking on a 
link in "That's My Family" may take the user to a sign-in 
page that asks for payment of a fee. The titles of these 
databases are marked with a dollar sign ($). The searches 
are always free, but some sites may charge a fee before 
displaying all the details.

I used "That's My Family" for a bit to look up some of my 
French-Canadian ancestors. I found two different search 
mechanisms, logically named "Simple Search" and 
"Advanced Search." The site has one-page tutorials that 
explain the use of each.

The Simple Search lived up to its name: I entered the 
surname of Dubé and was rewarded with 242 results. The 
instructions state that not all the databases being searched 
treat accented characters in the same manner; so, the user 
should try such searches at least twice: once with the 
accents and once without. I searched for Dube (without the 
"é") and received 1,188 results. Some of those results were 
the same as those found in the earlier search for Dubé.

A quick switch to the Advanced Search allowed me to 
narrow my search. I was able to search by combinations of 
surname, first name, location, and more. I was able to find 
quite a few of my Dubé ancestors. I was especially 
impressed by the speed: this search engine is lightning fast!

The search pages are available in both French and English 
so that you can use the language you prefer. However, the 
searches cover pages in both languages and the results 
obtained might be in either language. While I was 
searching in English, many of the results pointed to pages 
written in French. After all, I was looking for French-
speaking ancestors and the majority of records they left 
behind were in their language. 

If you wish a copy of a document, you must contact the 
organization responsible for the particular database where 
you found the information. You never contact "That's My 
Family" since it is a search engine that points to data stored 
elsewhere. To access the needed organization’s web site, 
you click on the Title field in the results window or go to 
the Sources section.

All in all, this is a great resource for anyone looking for 
Canadian ancestors. I suspect I will use this time and time 
again. If you have Canadian ancestry, you probably will do 
the same. 

"That's My Family," or "Voici Ma Famille," is available at 
http://www.voicimafamille.info. 

http://www.voicimafamille.info/
http://www.eogn.com/
mailto:speccollections@akronlibrary.org
http://www.akronlibrary.org/internetresources/sc/Obits/obits.html
http://www.akronlibrary.org/internetresources/sc/Obits/obits.html
http://www.akronlibrary.org/internetresources/sc/Obits/obits.html
http://www.voicimafamille.info/index.html
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – May 22, 2008 – Google Earth with Phil Sexton

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – June 8, 2008 – Research in New England.  Barbara Leak 
leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – June 12, 2008 – Preserving Documents, FTM 
Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Third Tuesday of the Month) – 10:00 a.m. at the Carnegie 
Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know due to 
space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every TUESDAY from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Nevada City LDS 
Church, 615 Hollow Way, Nevada City. For information, contact Donna Dugle Young at ddugle@pacbell.net and/or 
call (530) 477-0192. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:   
   Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
     or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076                      

     

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
June 1, 2008

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:ddugle@pacbell.net?subject=Grass Roots Genealogical Group
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM User Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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