
GENERAL MEETING

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

November Evening Meeting
Monday, November 24, 2008

Annual Member Sharing
“New Family Connections“

& Elections
Our November PCGS meeting will be on Monday, Novem-
ber 24 (because the 4th Thursday is Thanksgiving Day) 
This meeting consists of election of officers and our pro-
gram will be member sharing. Our theme this year is "New 
Family Connections."

No December Evening Meeting

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, January 12, 2009

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library 

350 Nevada Street, Auburn

The Study Group does not meet in December. Please 
join us in January for:

The Dewey Decimal System
and 

A Treasure Hunt in the Auburn Library

In  January,  our  study  group  will  learn  to  decipher  the 
meaning of Dewey Decimal library call numbers, followed 
by a hands-on “treasure hunt” for genealogical information 
in the  Auburn Library.  Join us  as we get  up out  of  our 
chairs and go on a library adventure. 

Barbara Leak leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, December 11, 2008

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2009
The December and our January 8th meeting will continue 
our  look at Family Tree Maker 2009. This is a free 
upgrade to FTM 2008. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 
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THANKS to those who prepared the newsletter for 
mailing in October: Bev Russell, Bob Baker, John 
Knox, and Audrey Meyers.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We received a few “tricks” from our 
members. I learned some new items 
about Vista. One of the files 
mentioned is from SnapFiles, 
www.snapfiles.com which is a web 
site I have been using for quite 

sometime. They have two sections, freeware and 
shareware. Take a look, quite a lot of useful software.

The following tips will help you target your ancestor searches in 
genealogy databases. (from FamilyTreeMagazine.com)

Read a site's search instructions. They'll reveal tricks such as 
omitting a given name or including wildcards. 

On Web sites with multiple databases, search individual 
databases one at a time. Those customized search engines often 
include fields you won’t get with the site’s global search. 

Make sure the collection covers the right time and place. Go to 
the page for the individual database and look for background 
information. You might learn the collection doesn't contain 
records for all years, or that your ancestor's county didn't keep 
those particular records—then you can move on to a more-
promising resource.

Database searches call up your ancestor’s record only if an 
indexer entered the same information you’re searching on—so 
try different approaches. Start by entering all you know about the 
person. If you don’t get results, search on fewer terms and 
combinations of terms (such as the person’s name and residence, 
or his name and birthplace, or even just his birthplace and year of 
immigration).

Seek alternate name spellings. Check the search tips to see 
whether a search automatically looks for similar names. Even if 
it does, try odd spellings: A census taker or an indexer might’ve 
interpreted the name so outlandishly that a “sounds like” search 
wouldn’t pick up on the misspelling.

Done: Use One-Step Search Tools, which offer more-flexible 
searching of several databases in Ancestry.com, Footnote, 
EllisIsland.org and other sites (to view results from a fee-based 
site, you need a subscription to the site). For example, the One-
Step tools might let you search on a name fragment, more year 
ranges, or more combinations of terms.

When all else fails, try browsing (on some sites, such as 
Ancestry.com, you'll need to go to the page for the individual 
database). Start with the records for the most-probable date or 
place. Keep written track of which records you've already 
examined in case you have to stop and come back later.

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O.  Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

By 
Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

The Auburn Family History Center 
will be closed the week of  

Thanksgiving, November 23-29, and the two weeks of  
Christmas and New Years, December 21–January 3.

Holiday season is sneaking up on us. This tends to be the 
time of year when we concentrate more on our living 
family members rather than the dead ancestors. But this is 
a good time to visit the family history center and prepare 
for the annual get-back-into-research-after-New-Years 
resolution. Recent microfilm orders have been taking two 
to three weeks to arrive. So order your films now and they 
will be waiting for you when the holidays are over. 

This is also a good time to write to genealogical and 
historical societies that offer record look-ups. Don’t expect 
an answer right away – the society volunteers want time off 
for the holidays too – but you will get your research 
request in ahead of the after-New-Years crowd. Societies 
tend to receive a lot of research requests during the first 
two or three months of the year, so you want your letter to 
be at the top of the pile when the volunteers get back to 
work. 

Speaking of record look-ups, at the October study group 
meeting everyone was quite excited about the services of 
the Virginia Historical Society. With their online catalog, 
you can search their library and manuscripts collection 
which contains family Bible records, personal papers, 
business records, genealogical materials, charts, 
photographs, and more. The manuscripts are cataloged in 
detail and include one-of-a-kind items that you will not 
find anywhere else. But the icing on the cake is the ease 
with which you can order copies online. Their catalog and 
ordering systems are integrated, so it’s almost like adding 
records to your shopping cart. If you have Virginia 
ancestors, do a little holiday shopping at 
http://www.vahistorical.org/.  

Rumor has it that the Roseville Genealogical Society’s 
library will be closed for the holiday season from 
Thanksgiving through New Years. Meanwhile, you can 
prepare for an after-New-Years visit by searching their 
catalog at LibraryThing.com. For more information, visit 
http://www.rgsca.org/.

The Placer County Archives and Research Center is 
bidding farewell to Carmel Barry-Schweyer who is retiring 

as Curator of Archives on December 5. Carmel (who is 
also a member of PCGS) has always maintained a 
genealogy-friendly atmosphere at the Archives, which is 
the main repository for most of Placer County’s original, 
old courthouse records. (You can visit the Archives’ 
webpage under “Museums Department” on the County’s 
website at http://www.placer.ca.gov/.) Thank you, Carmel, 
for taking good care of our historical documents, and best 
wishes to you on your retirement. 

The Family History Library has some exciting news. They 
are starting to offer online classes. The library in Salt Lake 
City has been providing onsite classes to patrons for many 
years. The Library is now testing different methods of 
exporting these classes to patrons outside of the Salt Lake 
City area. The first method to be tested is a set of five 
lessons in a classroom setting in a video format. These 
lessons are now available online and cover the basics of 
getting started with family history research in England. The 
lessons are: 
1. Lesson 1: Research Overview 
2. Lesson 2: Census Records 
3. Lesson 3: Civil Registration 
4. Lesson 4: Church Records 
5. Lesson 5: Find Your Ancestors 

To view the lessons, go to www.familysearch.org, select 
the “Library” tab and select “Education.” Select “Family 
History Library Research Series Online.” Please give your 
feedback by using the feedback link found on the online 
classes’ page.

If you’d rather take classes in person, the Sacramento 
Regional Family History Center offers free classes on 
Wednesday evenings. For the December class schedule, 
visit their website at http://www.familyhistorycenter.info/. 
Classes for the first half of 2009 are currently being 
scheduled and will be posted soon. 

Also, available is the free genealogy lecture series at the 
Sacramento Central Library (mentioned elsewhere in this 
newsletter). Three lectures are scheduled for January, with 
more to follow in May and September 2009. These free 
workshops are sponsored by the Friends of Central Library.

And don’t forget PCGS and the Auburn Library. Our study 
group will be starting the new year with a “treasure hunt” 
in the library for our January 12 meeting. There are 
valuable treasures stashed on the shelves.

Happy Holidays to all. See you next year in the library.

http://www.familyhistorycenter.info/
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.placer.ca.gov/
http://www.rgsca.org/
http://www.vahistorical.org/
mailto:librarian@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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Clifford Richard Ramos
(Meet a Member)
 
Cliff was born to Emilia Puerta Leon on April 30, 1927 in 
Fairfield, California. His father, Frank Ramos Perez 
worked in the Portland Cement Plant in Redwood City, 
California where he was killed in an industrial plant 
accident in 1939.   He has one sister, Elaine.  After many 
years, his mother was remarried to Stanley Hein.

Clifford Richard Ramos

After graduation from Everett Jr. High and Polytechnic 
High School in San Francisco, he was drafted into the US 
Army.  In 1946 he was sent to Korea and served as a 
Provost Sergeant with the 207th Military Police.  After his 
discharge, he attended San Jose State.  

He met Patricia Doris Alexander in Dutch Flat, California 
where they were married on May 1, 1949.  They moved to 
Sacramento and Cliff went to work for Raley's Markets, 
helping Mr. Raley open his new stores.  Clifford Richard 
Ramos, Jr. was born to them in May of 1950.  

In 1951, Cliff and Patricia bought the Meadow Vista 
grocery store from his mother and step father.  On May 1, 
1952, Clifford was appointed the first Postmaster in the 
newly established Post Office, in Meadow Vista.  He was 
also the Fire Chief for the Meadow Vista Fire Department 
for over ten years.  He later relinquished that position and 
became the Fire Commissioner.  He also worked as 
Postmaster in Nevada City and Postmaster in Yuba City for 
many years before returning to Meadow Vista.  Clifford 
was elected to the position of Director of the California 
Postmaster's Association, by his peers.

While in Meadow Vista, he was a founding member of the 
Meadow Vista Rod and Gun Club.  Cliff was also a 
member of the Auburn Trap Club.  He was a member and 
past president of the MV Merchants Association, Treasurer 

of the PTA and a member of the Auburn Elks Lodge.  He 
was also a member and officer of a number of 
organizations, in the cities where he lived.

Clifford is researching the Alexander, Fee, Strock, Ramos, 
and Puerta Leon families.

Upcoming Events . . . 

How to Begin Seminar 2009
PCGS’ annual seminar “Tracing Your Family Tree: How 
to Begin” is scheduled for Saturday, March 21, at the 
Auburn Library. Covering the basics of family history 
research, this popular class provides a great start for 
beginners and a good review for intermediate genealogists. 
Look for more information in your January newsletter.

Genealogy Lecture Series
The Sacramento Public Library will present a genealogy 
lecture series in January at the Sacramento Central Library, 
828 I Street, Sacramento. Programs begin at 1:30 pm in the 
West Meeting Room on the first floor of the library. 
Scheduled for January are:
• Saturday, January 10, “Help! The Courthouse Burned! 

How can I Research My Ancestrors?” with Pamela 
Dallas.

• Saturday, January 24, “Using Federal Census 
Records,” with Glenda Lloyd.

• Saturday, January 31, “Exploring Ellis Island,” with 
Lisa Lee.

Admission is free, but registration is preferred. For more 
information or to register, see the “Programs & Events” 
calendar at www.saclibrary.org. 

Computer Grab and Snipping Tools
If you’ve ever encountered a database, a locked pdf file, or 
other online or computerized data that will allow you to 
look, but not print, you’ll love these handy little tools. 
Windows Vista has a “snipping tool” found under 
Accessories that lets you outline and snip any portion of 
the image on your computer screen and save it to the 
Windows clipboard or to any of several image formats. In 
Vista or XP, the key combination of 
Control+Alt+PrintScreen copies the active window to the 
clipboard, or Control+PrintScreen copies the entire screen 
to the clipboard. From the clipboard, of course, you can 
paste the screen shot into most any Windows program, 
including “Paint” (under Accessories) where you can save 
and/or print it as a graphic file. Mac computers have a 
similar “grab” feature. Other freeware programs for doing 
screen captures include:
Cropper www.snapfiles.com/get/cropper.html
Gadwin PrintScreen www.gadwin.com/printscreen/
ScreenHunter www.wisdom-soft.com/sh/sh_free.htm

http://www.wisdom-soft.com/sh/sh_free.htm
http://www.gadwin.com/printscreen/
http://www.snapfiles.com/get/cropper.html
http://www.saclibrary.org/
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Upcoming Meetings 

How to Begin Seminar 
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM Saturday, March 21, 2009
Beecher Room, Auburn Library, 350 Nevada Street

General Meetings
January 22, 2009 Pamela Dallas on Genealogical  
Research in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
February 26, 2009 Ron Young on Copying Slides to  
Electronic Format
March 26, 2009 Barbara Leak on Script or Scratch: 
Deciphering Old Handwriting
April 23, 2009 Dr. Donald MacRae on The Science of  
Names

Day Study Group
January 12, 2009 – The Dewey Decimal System and A 
Treasure Hunt in the Auburn Library

Family Tree Maker User Group
December 11, 2008 – Family Tree Maker 2009
January 8, 2009 – Family Tree Maker 2009

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) 
or mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest 
mode). To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_So  
cieties/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing 
or un-subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

Free Trial Offer from HeadStones Genealogy

HeadStones Genealogy has just upgraded their website. 
The website currently has over 18,000 names with data 
from cemetery gravestones. New names are being added all 
the time. Owners Todd and Tina Atkinson are offering a 
free 7-day trial when you register on the site. You can also 
try out the new chat area where you can talk with other 
gravestone searchers and share information about families. 
HeadStones Genealogy is located online at 
http://www.headstonesgenealogy.com. 

NGS Introduces New Course on Land Records

American Genealogy Special Topics Series: Working with 
Deeds, the latest of the National Genealogical Society’s 
online courses, teaches a researcher to recognize and 
understand various types of deeds and to analyze the 
information found in them. These skills help family 
historians sort out the mysteries of ancestral relationships 
and solve difficult brick-wall problems.

The NGS Special Topics Series courses, available as 
downloadable PDF files, are designed for those who want 
to complete a short course on a specific topic and put the 
resultant knowledge to work right away. NGS online 
courses offer the convenience of completing a genealogy 
study course at your own pace. They are reasonably priced, 
and a discount is offered to NGS members. For more 
information or to register for an online course or the NGS 
Home Study Course, visit the NGS website at 
http://ngsgenealogy.org and click on Learning Center.

Genealogy Charts—Free, Quick and Easy

If you need a quick and easy way to fill out and print a 
pedigree chart, visit Misbach Enterprises at 
www.misbach.org. They have a number of free 
downloadable charts in PDF format. Included is a pedigree 
chart that holds up to 6 generations in the familiar 
Format and also has room for one generation of 
descendants. It prints on standard letter-size paper. You can 
fill it out before printing. The pedigree chart is at 
http://misbach.org/pdfcharts/pedigree_chart.pdf.

http://www.headstonesgenealogy.com/
http://misbach.org/pdfcharts/pedigree_chart.pdf
http://www.misbach.org/
http://ngsgenealogy.org/
mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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Minerva

The California State Archives is a treasure house of 
historical documents. Within its walls can be found records 
relating to the State's first constitutional convention in 
1849, land grant records of the Spanish and Mexican eras, 
campaign contribution statements, legislative committee 
files, original laws, and personal papers of many of the 
state's leading politicians. These are just a few examples of 
the types of records to be found among the more than 232 
million documents that are preserved in the California State 
Archives. 

Minerva is a free service that gives people access to 
descriptive records which detail the Archives' ever-
growing collection. The cataloging of these vast holdings is 
not yet completed, so if you cannot find what you are 
looking for, please contact the Archives Reference desk at 
(916) 653-2246 or via e-mail at ArchivesWeb@sos.ca.gov. 
The Archives will update the catalog regularly and it will 
eventually include descriptions of all holdings.

If you are looking for archival records of state agencies, 
legislative committees, the state Supreme and appellate 
courts, or members of the Assembly and the Senate -- ask 
Minerva! 

Major Library Partners Launch HathiTrust 
Shared Digital Repository There’s an Elephant in the 
Library; Organizers Promise It Will Never Forget 

A group of the nation’s largest research libraries are 
collaborating to create a repository of their vast digital 
collections, including millions of books, organizers 
announced today. These holdings will be archived and 
preserved in a single repository called the HathiTrust. 
Materials in the public domain will be available for reading 
online. See www.hathitrust.org

Launched jointly by the 12-university consortium known 
as the Committee on Institutional Cooperation (CIC) and 
the 11 university libraries of the University of California 
system, the HathiTrust leverages the time-honored 
commitment to preservation and access to information that 
university libraries have valued for centuries. UC’s 
participation will be coordinated by the California Digital 
Library (CDL), which brings its deep and innovative 
experience in digital curation and online scholarship to the 
HathiTrust.

Hathi Trust indicates that they currently have digitized the 
following: 2,342,325 volumes, 819,813,750 pages, 87 
terabytes, 28 miles, 1,903 tons, 356,444 volumes (~15% of 
total) in the public domain.

October General Meeting

John and Jacqui Marcella

John Knox & Barbara Leak at the Sales Table

A portion of those attending

Note that although our speaker was stuck in Tahoe, Bill 
Capps saved the day with his laptop – THANKS. 

Pam Dallas has been rescheduled for our January 22nd 

meeting. 

http://www.hathitrust.org/
mailto:ArchivesWeb@sos.ca.gov
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Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate. 
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be 
mailed to you. 

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper 
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list when 
each new issue of the newsletter is published. The notice will 
include a link to the newsletter file, which you can download 
or view online. The electronic version of the newsletter is 
published in PDF format and can be viewed using the free 
Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read your newsletter 
on paper, but want to take advantage of the lower dues rate, 
you can print out the newsletter from your computer at 
home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be 
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies 
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep the 
registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

   ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:    $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter 
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's 
newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing 
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in 
attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family. (File Version: November 2008)

Our PCGS member list is made available to our membership.
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – November 24, 2008 – Genealogical Research in the 
Commonwealth of Virginia with Pamela Dallas 

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – January 12, 2009 – The Dewey Decimal System and A 
Treasure Hunt in the Auburn Library Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – December 11, 2008 & January 8, 2009 – Family 
Tree Maker 2009 with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Third Tuesday of the Month) – 10:00 a.m. at the Carnegie 
Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know due to 
space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every TUESDAY from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Nevada City LDS 
Church, 615 Hollow Way, Nevada City. For information, contact Donna Dugle Young at ddugle@pacbell.net and/or 
call (530) 477-0192. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:   
   Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
     or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076                      

     

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
January 1, 2009

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:ddugle@pacbell.net?subject=Grass%20Roots%20Genealogical%20Group
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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