
GENERAL MEETING

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

January Evening Meeting
Thursday, January 22, 2009

Genealogical Research in the Commonwealth of  
Virginia

Pamela Dallas 

Pamela lectures nationally and locally on a wide range of 
topics. She speaks frequently at local societies and presents 
full-day workshops and classes. A member of the Associ-
ation of Professional Genealogists and the Genealogical 
Speakers Guild, she also serves on the board of many soci-
eties. She is currently the educational chair of the Roseville 
Genealogical Society, Vice President of the Genealogical 
& Historical Council of Sacramento Valley and the Sacra-
mento Area District Director of the California State Genea-
logical Alliance. 

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, February 9, 2009

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library 

350 Nevada Street, Auburn

Information on the February Day Study Group is currently 
not available. Check with our web site for updates to the 
Day Study Group meeting topic.

Barbara Leak leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, February 12, 2009

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2009 and Q&A
The February meeting will continue our  look at Family 
Tree Maker 2009 and time for questions and answers. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 
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THANKS to those who prepared the newsletter for 
mailing in November: Suzanne Vander Linden, Bev 
Russell, John Knox, Audrey Meyers, and John & 
Jacqui Marcella.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

2009 has arrived and with it an 
ongoing weak economy. Locally the 
Library and the Archives have 
reduced their hours. Many of us are 
also facing a significant reduction in 
income. This has been discussed on 

many genealogy mailing lists. Invariably the discussion 
involves what to give up - books and magazine 
subscriptions, online database subscriptions,  research 
travel, or genealogical and historical society memberships. 
Costs of original documentary evidence (courthouses, 
government offices,etc.) and even office supplies enter into 
the discussion. 

The board has discussed that the PCGS dues will not be 
raised this year even though there are likely to be 
additional costs to the society. At this time we have only 
had 24 membership renewals out of 164 memberships for 
2008. Our renewal form can be found on page 7 of this 
newsletter as well as on our web site. Our membership 
dues are only $10 per year for web newsletter delivery and 
$15 for regular mail delivery. 

Although $10 or $15 doesn't seem like much, if you are on 
a fixed income or taking a pay cut it can be significant. I 
have decided that I am dropping my membership to a 
couple of groups. Their membership is a little more than 
twice our dues and I do not receive similar benefits. I will 
be able to invest the money towards the renewal of my 
genealogical online database subscriptions. It may be 
possible that I am even able to add an additional 
subscription. 
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In Memorium - Joan Amacher Pineau

1930-2008
Joan Pineau passed on the 20th of 
December. Joan was born December 8, 
1930, in the Hollywood Hospital and 
was a fourth-generation Californian. 
Joan earned her A.A. Degree from Los 
Angeles City College in Home 
Economics. She worked summers on 

Catalina Island as a cashier and worked ten years for her 
husband in their insurance business. 

Joan met and married her husband, John Eugene Pineau, in 
1952. He was a WWII navy veteran. They moved to 
northern California in 1957 and had three children: Gene, 
Craig, and Cindy Ellen. Joan was the grandmother of two: 
Amber Lorraine and Jessica Robin, Craig's daughters.

Joan enjoyed cooking, sewing, knitting, reading, cats and 
horses. Joan always attended her high school reunions. She 
did several 5D walks with her daughter and has had charge 
at the river crossing, Rucky Chuck, on the 100-mile run for 
ten years. Joan worked for years with the veterinarians on 
the annual Tevis and various other endurance horse rides.

Joan joined the DAR, Emigrant Trail Chapter, at the age of 
sixty-five after being encouraged by two members to 
research her genealogy. She found a family book,  Nisbet  
Narritions, that had a lot of information about her family 
that enabled her to complete her genealogy after some 
work. She joined to complete her lineage and to meet 
ladies of like interests – those who wanted to promote 
patriotism. 

Joan served as Regent, Vice Regent, Chaplain, as well as 
Secretary of Disrict II.  She also served as Chairman of 
Good Citizens, National Defense, Membership and 
Fredship Committees. She liked meeting the ladies from 
other Chapters at District and State functions. 

Joan's Revolutionary ancestors included John Nisbet (NC), 
Thomas Cooper (VA), Moses Griffin (PA), Joseph 
Anthony, Sr. (NC), and Alexander Osborn (VA).

Online Genealogy Dictionaries and Lists

The following article is from Eastman's Online 
Genealogy Newsletter and is copyright by Richard 
W. Eastman. It is re-published here with the 
permission of the author. Information about the 
newsletter is available at http://www.eogn.com. 

I have been collecting URLs (Web addresses) of various 
online dictionaries and lists that are useful to genealogists. 
These are useful when trying to decode foreign or obsolete 

words often found in genealogy work. Here are a few of 
my favorites:

The Encyclopedia of Genealogy: 
http://www.eogen.com (Disclaimer: This is a site 
that I created but the data has been created by many 
different people. In fact, you can also add data to the 
Encyclopedia of Genealogy.) 

Abbreviations Found in Genealogy: FamilySearch 
has an extensive list at https://wiki.familysearch.org/
en/Abbreviations_Found_in_Genealogy_Records. 
Other lists may be found at :  
http://www.rootsweb.com/~rigenweb/abbrev.html  
and 
http://homepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~sam/abbr.
html and 
http://www.genealogy.com/Glossary/glossary.html 
and http://www.geisheimer.org/info/gene/abbr.htm

A List of Occupations, many of which are archaic. 
You can discover what your ancestor really did at: 
http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~
dav4is/Sources/Occupations.html (with emphasis on 
England and its 16th and 17th century colonies ) and 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~rigenweb/ocupa
ton.html and 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~genepool/jobs.h
tm and 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~wiashlan/occup
ations.html and http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/
misc/occupations.shtml 

“Cousinship” - What is a second cousin twice 
removed? This and other cousin relationships are 
explained at 
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/20
08/02/what-is-second.html 

Cyndi's List of Medical Terms: 
http://www.cyndislist.com/medical.htm

Archaic Medical Terms, Diseases and Causes of 
Death: http://www.antiquusmorbus.com/Index.htm 
and http://rmhh.co.uk/illness.html and the 
MedTerms Dictionary with both modern and 
obsolete terminology at 
http://www.medterms.com/script/main/hp.asp and 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~billingh/disease
.htm and http://cancerweb.ncl.ac.uk/omd/ and http://
www.neonatology.org/classics/old.terms.html and 
http://www.genealogy-
quest.com/glossaries/diseases1.html 
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Glossar: Die Familie: An annotated English-
German glossary of terms frequently found in 
genealogy research: 
http://german.about.com/homework/german/library/
blfamilie.htm 

Meanings and origins of first names - an 
etymology (the origin of words) and list of the most 
popular names: http://www.behindthename.com 

Old handwriting in genealogy research (with 
images of handwriting samples): 
http://www.amberskyline.com/treasuremaps/oldhand
.html

Old Style Abbreviations - Proper Names (with 
images of handwriting samples): 
http://www.amberskyline.com/treasuremaps/x-
prop.html

Abbreviations on Gravestones: 
http://www.olivetreegenealogy.com/misc/grave_sym
bols.shtml 

Military Abbreviations Found on U.S. Grave 
Markers: 
http://genealogy.about.com/od/military_records/a/ab
breviations.htm 

Cemetery Junction Directory - A directory of more 
than 20,000 cemeteries, arranged by state. Search by 
cemetery and family name. Links to obituaries and 
genealogical societies in the U.S, Australia, and 
Canada: http://daddezio.com/cemetery 

Where to Write for Vital Records - Addresses and 
guidelines for contacting each U.S. state or territory 
for vital records and documents: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/howto/w2w/w2welcom.ht
m 

There are many, many more such lists online. You should 
be able to find them with any search engine. However, the 
above is a list of the ones I keep handy.

Upcoming Events . . . 

How to Begin Seminar 2009

PCGS’ annual seminar “Tracing Your Family Tree: How 
to Begin” is scheduled for Saturday, March 21, at the 
Auburn Library. Covering the basics of family history 
research, this popular class provides a great start for 
beginners and a good review for intermediate genealogists. 
Look for more information in your January newsletter.

Genealogy Lecture Series
The Sacramento Public Library will present a genealogy 
lecture series in January at the Sacramento Central Library, 
828 I Street, Sacramento. Programs begin at 1:30 pm in the 
West Meeting Room on the first floor of the library. 
Scheduled for January are:
• Saturday, January 24, “Using Federal Census 

Records,” with Glenda Lloyd.
• Saturday, January 31, “Exploring Ellis Island,” with 

Lisa Lee.
Admission is free, but registration is preferred. For more 
information or to register, see the “Programs & Events” 
calendar at www.saclibrary.org. 

http://www.saclibrary.org/
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Oct. 13, 1884: Greenwich Resolves Subprime
Longitude Crisis
(This article from wired.com)

An international 
convention in 
1884 selected the 
Royal 
Observatory in 
Greenwich, 
England, as the
longitude of the 
Prime Meridian.

1884: 
Geographers and 
astronomers adopt 
Greenwich as the 
Prime Meridian, 
the international 
standard for zero 
degrees longitude.

The late 19th century was an era of standardization. With 
the Second Industrial Revolution stimulating
world trade, the Treaty of the Meter established the 
International System of weights and measures in
1875. With railroads linking together entire continents, 
nations were replacing hundreds (or even
thousands) of diverging local times with a system of hour-
wide time zones. (The United States adopted its
zones in 1883.)

Amid all this, navigation at sea -- and the charting of stars 
in the heavens -- often remained a matter of
local, national or even religious preference. Maps might be 
based on longitude east or west of Jerusalem,
Saint Petersburg, Rome, Pisa, Copenhagen (think Tycho 
Brahe), Oslo, Paris, Greenwich (just east of
central London), El Hierro (in the Canary Islands), 
Philadelphia (former U.S. capital) and Washington,
D.C. These divergent reference meridians -- representing a 
mixture of astronomical, theological and
maritime power -- ranged over 112 degrees of longitude.

You could do the math, but that meant you did the math. 
These were the days before computers and even
the bulkiest of mechanical calculators. Got abacus?

Many state boundaries in the U.S. West were determined 
by the Washington Meridian, which then ran
through the Old Naval Observatory in the Foggy Bottom 
neighborhood. But an 1850 law established its
use "for all astronomical purposes, and ... the meridian of 
Greenwich shall be adopted for all nautical
purposes."

In the interests of global amity -- and commerce -- U.S. 
President Chester Alan Arthur convened the
International Meridian Conference in Washington in 1884. 
Delegates from 25 countries attended. 

The conference set out to select a Prime Meridian for the 
world. It was really a done deal.

The United States, rising power of the Western 
Hemisphere, had already adopted the Greenwich Meridian
for navigation, and 72 percent of the world's commerce 
used nautical charts based on Greenwich.

Britain had first solved the problem of longitude, Britain 
had the world's largest navy, and the sun indeed
did not set on the far-flung British Empire. Britannia ruled 
the waves, so there was no need for Britain to
waive its rules.

Thus, the conference established that the meridian passing 
through the Royal Observatory at Greenwich
would be the world's Prime Meridian, and all longitude 
would be calculated both east and west from it up
to 180 degrees. The conference also established Greenwich 
Mean Time as a standard for astronomy and
setting time zones.

The vote to select Greenwich passed 22 to 1. San Domingo 
(now the Dominican Republic) voted against.
France and Brazil, diplomatically, abstained.
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Upcoming Meetings 

How to Begin Seminar 
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM Saturday, March 21, 2009
Beecher Room, Auburn Library, 350 Nevada Street

General Meetings
February 26, 2009 Ron Young on Copying Slides to  
Electronic Format
March 26, 2009 Barbara Leak on Script or Scratch:  
Deciphering Old Handwriting
April 23, 2009 Dr. Donald MacRae on The Science of  
Names

Day Study Group
February 9, 2009 – The Dewey Decimal System and A 
Treasure Hunt in the Auburn Library

Family Tree Maker User Group
February 12, 2009 – Family Tree Maker 2009 and Q&A

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) 
or mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest 
mode). To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_So  
cieties/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing 
or un-subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

November 2008 General Meeting

Jerry Unruh, Anne Thompson, Toni Rosasco, Audrey 
Meyers, Barbara Leak, Marilyn Baker, and John Knox all 
spoke at our November meeting. 

Some presentations required visual aides.

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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 Two Newsletter Delivery Options Available

Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate. 
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be  
mailed to you. 

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper 
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list when 
each new issue of the newsletter is published. The notice will 
include a link to the newsletter file, which you can download 
or view online. The electronic version of the newsletter is 
published in PDF format and can be viewed using the free 
Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read your newsletter 
on paper, but want to take advantage of the lower dues rate, 
you can print out the newsletter from your computer at 
home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be 
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies 
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep the 
registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

   ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:    $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter 
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's 
newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing 
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in 
attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family. (File Version: November 2008)

Our PCGS member list is made available to our membership.
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – January 22, 2008 – Genealogical Research in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia with Pamela Dallas 

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – February 9, 2009 –  Barbara Leak leads the Day Study 
Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – February 12, 2009 – Family Tree Maker 2009 
with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Third Tuesday of the Month) – 10:00 a.m. at the Carnegie 
Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know due to 
space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

The Grass Roots Genealogical Group meets every TUESDAY from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Nevada City LDS 
Church, 615 Hollow Way, Nevada City. For information, contact Donna Dugle Young at ddugle@pacbell.net and/or 
call (530) 477-0192. 

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:   
   Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
     or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076                      

     

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
February 1, 2009

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:ddugle@pacbell.net?subject=Grass%20Roots%20Genealogical%20Group
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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