
GENERAL MEETING

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

April 23 Evening Meeting
Thursday, March 26, 2009

 The Science of Names

Dr. Donald MacRae

Born in Scotland, Dr. MacRae was educated in Europe and 
the U.S.  He developed a strong interest at an early age in 
the familial sciences – heraldry, genealogy and the science 
of names.  He also studied the history of the Clans of Scot-
land.  He holds a PhD in etymology from the University of 
Edinburgh and Shelbourne University of Trinity College, 
Dublin.  He is a member of the Royal Heraldry Society, 
Scotland; the Name Society, Chicago; Scottish Tartans So-
ciety, Scotland; and the International Congress of Heraldic 
Sciences, Geneva.  A Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries 
of Scotland, he has been the Director of the American Her-
aldic & Genealogical Institute in Sacramento since 1968.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, May 14, 2009
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2009 and Q&A

The May meeting will continue our  look at Family Tree 
Maker 2009 and time for questions and answers. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, May 11, 2009
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn

Getting Organized: Genealogical Filing Systems

Is your research a bunch of unorganized piles of paper? At 
our May study group meeting we will learn how to set up a 
filing system. In fact, we’ll look at several different filing 
systems and discuss what’s good and what’s not so good 
about each one. Guaranteed, you’ll leave the meeting with 
ideas for how to turn your piles into files. Barbara Leak 
leads the study group. Visitors are welcome.

Coming up June 8. . . Getting Organized: Developing a 
Research Plan 

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Last month's general meeting had 
Ron Young speaking on Copying 
Slides to Electronic Format. Ron 
brought in his Wolverine F2D100 
film scanner. This is a small 
slide/film scanner that I have been 

looking at since last November. Ron's demonstration 
answered several of my questions. Ron has graciously 
offered to rent the F2D to help defray his costs as well as 
let you use it without having to purchase one. Please see 
Ron at a meeting if you are interested. 

There has been some comments that some of our 
presentations have been beyond some of our members. 
Anytime that you have a question, especially at the Day 
Study Group or the Family Tree Maker meetings please 
interrupt and ask for explanations. In the FTM meetings I 
will be looking at some of the beginning with FTM 2009. 
We will start with basic data entry. Please feel free to e-
mail any special requests.
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

By 
Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

The Roseville Genealogical Society 
recently announced that their 

Genealogy Room is now open on the first Saturday of each 
month from 12:00 noon to 3:00 pm. This is in addition to 
the weekly hours of 12:00 noon to 3:00 pm on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. The Genealogy Room is 
located in the Carnegie Museum, 557 Lincoln Street, in 
“old town” Roseville.

It’s April and, having just filed our income tax returns, now 
seems an appropriate time to learn more about tax records 
of our ancestors. A little book in the Auburn Library helps 
us do just that:
  
The Genealogist’s Guide to Researching Tax Records, by 
Carol Cooke Darrow, CG, and Susan Winchester, Ph.D., 
C.P.A. (Westminster, Maryland: Heritage Books, 2007).

“The census taker came every ten years and often missed 
people. The tax collector came every year and seldom 
missed anyone.” Americans have paid taxes since colonial 
days and many tax lists survive to help us identify our 
ancestors. This research guide describes various types of 
taxes and tax records including poll taxes, land taxes, 
personal property taxes, federal direct taxes, inheritance 
and estate taxes, and miscellaneous “taxes” such as militia 
service, road orders and business licenses. 

To the novice researcher, a tax list may appear to be a mere 
list of names, of limited use in reconstructing an ancestral 
family. However, by comparing tax lists from year to year, 
the records can allow us to distinguish between two men of 
the same name, hypothesize family relationships, establish 
approximate ages, narrow down dates of death and dates of 
migration, and estimate the wealth of an ancestor. This 
guide includes a chapter on research techniques. Short, 
case-study-style examples of how to analyze the 
information are given throughout the book. Surviving tax 
records from colonial days to the 20th century are 
addressed, as are provisions of specific tax laws for various 
states ranging from Massachusetts to Arkansas to 
California. Historical background on the development of 
tax laws is supplied, including an interesting little section 
on some famous tax protests. 

Tax records are among the most underutilized records, 
even by experienced researchers. Although you may have 

used tax records before and think you’re familiar with 
them, read this book. You’re sure to learn something new. 

The Genealogist’s Guide to Researching Tax Records is 
on the circulating shelves in the Auburn Library and may 
be checked out for reading at home. (Call #929.1072 Gen)

The program at this month’s evening meeting is our 
Scottish friend, Dr. Donald MacRae, speaking on “The 
Science of Names.” In the Auburn Library are several 
excellent books dealing with the meaning and origins of 
surnames. For those who are particularly interested in 
Scottish surnames, here’s one you might want to take a 
look at:

Scottish Surnames: A Guide to the Family Names of  
Scotland, by David Dorward (Glasgow: Harper Collins 
Publishers, 1995).

This book contains around 1,000 names reckoned to be the 
commonest in Scotland in the late 20th century. How 
Scottish is your Scottish surname? Interestingly, the 
linguistic origins of the names work out approximately as 
follows: Old English (including Scots) 35%; Scottish 
Gaelic 21%; Irish Gaelic 11%; Norman-French 7%; Norse 
4%; and other (mostly Classical and Biblical) 14%. 

The book’s introduction describes the four principal types 
of surnames—patronymics, locality names, occupational 
names, and nicknames—and also discusses Mac names and 
the evolution of names due to shifts in pronunciation. Over 
1,000 names are then alphabetically arranged with clear, 
reliable explanations of the meaning of each name, variant 
forms and spellings, and the history and modern 
distribution of each name.

Scottish Surnames: A Guide to the Family Names of  
Scotland is on the circulating shelves in the Auburn 
Library and may be checked out for reading at home. (Call 
#929.42 Dor)

Please sign the register each time your visit the 
Genealogy Section of the Auburn Library.

mailto:librarian@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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How Begin Seminar Report

Our 2009 “How to Begin” seminar was a grand success 
with 42 people in attendance, including 17 PCGS members 
and 25 non-members. PCGS member Jean Perera describes 
it in these words: “It was well organized and there was so 
much great information. . . I know I’ll refer to the book 
many times as there was much more shared than my brain 
could absorb!”

We wish to thank our seminar volunteers: Judy Cupp, 
Sheryl Frank and Pam Simning at the registration table; 
John Knox and Audrey Meyers at the sales table; Pamela 
Dallas and Jerry Unruh, instructors; and Barbara Leak, 
instructor and seminar chairman. 

Meet a Member

DONNA & RON YOUNG

Donna got hooked on genealogy when she moved to Grass 
Valley from Los Gatos in 1996 to care for Ron’s father. 
Ron was drafted into her addiction when he retired in 2000. 

Ron and Donna have been members of PCGS for about ten 
years, give or take a few. They are also active in Nevada 
County Genealogical Society giving presentations and in 
preparation for their annual seminar. Donna is now serving 
as the group’s treasurer.  Donna also served as leader and 
weekly lecturer for Grass Roots Genealogy Group for 6 ½ 
years. 

They grew up in Lorain, Ohio, a steel town on the shores of 
Lake Erie, and just happened to be next door neighbors 
from the age of four and six. They never dated until Ron 
left for Purdue University in 1952. They were married the 
day after Donna finished her Cadet Teaching Program at 
Bowling Green State University.  They are the proud 

parents of four, grandparents of four and great-
grandparents of two. 

Ron and Donna (1939)

In 1958, the Navy brought them to California where Ron 
was a pilot on the Super Connies out of Moffett Field 
where he flew the Embassy Route. This took him from 
Travis Air Force Base to Hawaii, Guam, the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Thailand, New Delhi India, Karachi Pakistan, 
Dhahran Saudi Arabia and Japan.  It was like Christmas 
every time he came home if your Santa Claus likes Indian 
brass, Thai jewelry and Japanese raw silk and dishes. 

After completing his tour in the Navy, Ron worked as an 
Electrical engineer at Ampex, Memorex and two years in 
mainland China constructing a video tape plant and 
training the personnel.  

They took four research trips to the East Coast, with many 
stops along the way, the last one ending with a genealogy 
cruise to the Bahamas.  Now they are concentrating on 
compiling all the information into family books to share 
with relatives and local libraries.  Their hobbies besides 
genealogy are traveling, remodeling old houses, reading 
and gardening.
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How to Begin Book Available

Our seminar’s companion handbook, Tracing Your Family  
Tree: How to Begin (5th edition (2007), 92+ pages, comb 
binding), is available for purchase at PCGS meetings. The 
book offers guidelines for recording data, setting up a filing 
system, writing letters and e-mail, and composing source 
citations. Also included is information on eleven major 
categories of records, the most important reference books 
in the Auburn Library, resources at the Auburn Family 
History Center, addresses of other area libraries, major 
websites and online resources (and where to access them 
free), and how to evaluate your evidence. 

The book regularly sells for $12. PCGS members receive a 
discounted price of $10. If you are unable to attend 
meetings and would like the book mailed to you, add $2 for 
postage & handling and mail your check payable to PCGS 
to: Placer County Genealogical Society, PO Box 7385, 
Auburn, CA 95604-7385. Please write “HTB Book” on the 
memo line of your check or include a note stating that you 
are ordering the “How to Begin Book.”  

Earth Point Tool for Google Earth

Earth Point, a realty website serving Ada and Canyon 
Counties, Idaho, serves up a useful tool for genealogists. 
Among the site’s utilities is a tool that maps the United 
States Public Land Survey System onto Google Earth. 
Enter the state, principal meridian, township, range and 
section number of a legal property description, click a 
button, and fly to that location on Google Earth. You can 
display townships, one-mile sections, and even quarter-
sections if you zoom in close enough. Earth Point’s 
Township & Range utility is online at 
http://earthpoint.us/Townships.aspx. To view the images, 
you must have Google Earth installed on your computer 
and a high-speed Internet connection. Google Earth is a 
free download at http://earth.google.com/. 

Norwegian Names

Norwegian names can be a bit confusing. 
Traditionally, there were three parts to a person’s 
name: a given name, a patronymic, and a farm name. 

Most given names in Norway are either ancient Norse 
names, such as Olaf, Håkon, Bjørn and Erik, or they 
are Christian names such as Peder, Jon, Paul and 
Johan. Children were usually named after relatives 
and a traditional naming pattern was often followed: 
the first son was named for his paternal grandfather, 

the second son for the maternal grandfather. A similar 
pattern occurred with daughters. 

The patronymic is a name derived from the father’s 
given name or from that of a paternal ancestor. For 
boys, the suffix -sen (son) was added to the father’s 
name. For girls, the suffix –datter (daughter) was 
added to the father’s name. For example, if Peder had 
a son named Olaf, he would be known as Olaf 
Pedersen. And Peder’s daughter Marit would be 
known as Marit Pedersdatter. Women retained their 
patronymic when they married.

Then there are farm names. All farms in Norway have 
names, most of which are geographic descriptions. 
Bakke, for example, means “hill.” So the name Bakke 
would be applied to a farm on a hill. The name Olaf 
Pedersen Bakke would refer to a man named Olaf, 
who is the son of Peder, and who lives on Bakke farm.

Patronymics and farm names were not true surnames; 
they were identifiers indicating who a person’s father 
was and where the person lived. In the late 19th 

century, Norwegian names began transitioning. 
People were asked by the government to voluntarily 
take surnames. Most settled on their patronymic, 
although farm names often stuck to those who 
immigrated to America. Women were asked to use –
sen instead of –datter for their patronymic and to take 
their husband’s name when they married. The changes 
became compulsory in Norway in 1923.

Submitted by Barbara Leak

New Jersey Proprietary Warrants and Surveys 

The New Jersey State Archives announces the initial 
posting of a database indexing the earliest land 
surveys and warrants of the East and West New Jersey 
Proprietors, 1670-1727. These records have become 
available through accession and deposit at the New 
Jersey State Archives during the last decade, making 
over three centuries of hitherto privately held colonial 
records readily accessible to the public. You may 
search the database by any combination of last name, 
first name, location and/or years. An order form for 
requesting copies of records is printable from within 
the database. This and other New Jersey databases are 
online at www.njarchives.org/links/databases.html.

file:///C:/Users/Gerald/Documents/PCGS/0904 Newsletter/www.njarchives.org/links/databases.html
http://earth.google.com/
http://earthpoint.us/Townships.aspx
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Upcoming Meetings 

General Meetings

May 28, 2009 John Knox on The Bernhard Family

Day Study Group
May 11, 2009 – Getting Organized: Genealogical Filing 
Systems

Family Tree Maker User Group
May 14, 2009 – Family Tree Maker 2009 and Q&A

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) 
or mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest 
mode). To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

March 2009 General Meeting
Copying Slides to Electronic Format

Registration & Membership Check

Ron Setting Up

Refreshments

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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New Members

Welcome members Bruce Lee & Naree Mae Lowrey 
(#750), Roger & Patricia Hendrickson (#751), and Dennis 
Smith (#752)

Wyoming Newspaper Project

Discover the stories that formed Wyoming, through the 
Wyoming Newspaper Project, online at 
http://www.wyonewspapers.org/. Available through this 
newly-launched website are all the newspapers printed in 
Wyoming between 1849 and 1922, in an easily searchable 
format. You can browse the entire collection or search for 
newspapers from specified towns or counties, on certain 
dates, or by a specific title. The text is searchable, 
including news articles, news briefs, obituaries and other 
items of interest. Funding for the project was made 
possible by the Wyoming Legislature, the support of 
Governor Dave Freudenthal, and the Library Services and 
Technology Act federal program. All of the metadata (what 
makes the newspapers text searchable) was created by 
residents of Wyoming. (this website is a work-in-progress. 
As of April 2, approximately two-thirds of the page images 
had been uploaded. The remaining pages will be loaded in 
the coming weeks.)

25 Most Popular Genealogy Blogs
Heather Henderson 

Published on Pro Genealogists
at http://www.progenealogists.com/top25blogs2009.htm

Genealogy blogging is all the rage and on the rise. A 
Google search for genealogy blogs currently results in 
nearly half a million options, with over seven times that 
number for "family history" blogs. Nielsen Buzz Metrics 
BlogPulse shows a steady trend for genealogy and family 
history blogs with spikes correlating to celebrity family 
history activity in the news. Of the millions, 25 surface as 
the most popular all-around genealogy blogs, with a tie for 
25th place according to rankings from Technorati.

Top 25 Genealogy Blogs as of 3 April 2009

1. About.com Genealogy   (Kimberly Powell)  
2. Eastman Online Newsletter  * (Dick Eastman) 
3. Genea-Musings   (Randy Seaver)  
4. Creative Gene   (Jasia)  
5. Dear Myrtle   (Pat Richely)  
6. AnceStories   (Miriam Midkiff)  
7. Genealogue   (Chris Dunham) 
8. footnoteMaven   (Anonymous)  
9. Genetic Genealogist   (Blaine Bettinger)  
10. Tracing The Tribe: Jewish Genealogy Blog   

(Schelly Talalay Dardashti)  

11. GenaBlogie   (Craig Manson)  
12. Olive Tree Genealogy Blog   (Lorine McGinnis 

Schulze)  
13. Steve’s Genealogy Blog   (Stephen J. Danko)  
14. 24-7 Family History Circle   (Juliana Smith) 
15. TransylvanianDutch   (John Newmark)  
16. GenDisasters   (Stu Beitler)  
17. http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/   (Diane 

Hadd)  
18. Think Genealogy   (Mark Tucker)  
19. California Genealogical Society and Library Blog   

(California Genealogical Society)  
20. The Genealogy Guys   (George G. Morgan and 

Drew Smith)  
21. CanadaGenealogy  , or, 'Jane's Your Aunt' (Diane 

Rogers)  
22. Ancestry Insider   (Anonymous)  
23. GenealogyBlog   (Leland Meitzler)  
24. Ancestor Search Blog   (Kathi)  
25. Tie Hugh Watkins Genealogue   (Hugh Watkins) 

/its a tie!/ 
26.    Legacy News   (Legacy Tree Software)     /its a tie!/

Pro Genealogists also has a list of the 50 Most Popular 
Genealogy Websites for 2009. This can be found at 
http://www.progenealogists.com/top50genealogy2009.htm

Early Research

I have found that in my early research – research that I did 
over twenty-five years ago was greatly lacking. This 
research which most involves my closer relatives is not 
well documented. Although I have birth certificates, death 
certificates and other documentation – it is simply filed and 
not documented in my genealogy program. My more 
distant relatives seem to be documented correctly.

It appears that I will be looking at my closest relatives once 
again. I wonder whether I will find additional information, 
additional documentation or conflicting information and 
documentation. 

It is just something that I hadn't thought about. Now that 
I'm thinking about it, I am going to have to start doing 
something about it. I would be interested if others are in 
this same situation.

Submitted by Jerry Unruh

http://www.progenealogists.com/top50genealogy2009.htm
http://www.progenealogists.com/
http://www.progenealogists.com/top25blogs2009.htm
http://www.genealogylinks.net/
http://www.legacynews.typepad.com/
http://hughw36.blogspot.com/
http://ancestorsearch.blogspot.com/
http://www.genealogyblog.com/
http://ancestryinsider.blogspot.com/
http://www.canadagenealogy.blogspot.com/
http://www.genealogyguys.com/
http://calgensoc.blogspot.com/
http://www.thinkgenealogy.com/
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/
http://www3.gendisasters.com/
http://transylvaniandutch.blogspot.com/
http://blogs.ancestry.com/circle/
http://stephendanko.com/blog/
http://olivetreegenealogy.blogspot.com/
http://blog.geneablogie.net/
http://tracingthetribe.blogspot.com/
http://www.thegeneticgenealogist.com/
http://www.footnotemaven.com/
http://www.genealogue.com/
http://ancestories1.blogspot.com/
http://blog.dearmyrtle.com/
http://www.creativegene.blogspot.com/
http://www.geneamusings.com/
http://blog.eogn.com/
http://genealogy.about.com/
http://www.wyonewspapers.org/
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – April 23, 2009 – The Science of Names with Dr. Donald MacRae

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – May 11, 2009 –  Getting Organized: Genealogical Filing 
Systems  Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – May 14, 2009 – Family Tree Maker 2009 with 
Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Third Wednesday of the Month) – 10:00 a.m. at the Carnegie 
Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know due to 
space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:   
   Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
     or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076                      

     

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
May 1, 2009

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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