
GENERAL MEETING

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

May Evening Meeting
Thursday, May 28, 2009

 Where’s Deadrick?
 John Knox and Carol Cramer

The program speakers this month will be John Knox and 
Carol Cramer, who will speak on their recent and 
continuing research on the Auburn pioneering family of 
Benjamin Bernhard whose home and winery is one of the 
best known museums in Placer County.

They have a mutual interest in history and were teaching 
colleagues for more than 30 years. More recently, Carol 
was instrumental in developing education programs at the 
Bernhard Museum complex in addition to her regular 
appearances as docent at the Courthouse, Gold County and 
Bernhard museums - sometimes in the role of Mrs. 
Bernhard. Out of her experiences came a steadily growing 
list of unanswered questions about the Bernhard family.

Where’s Deadrick?, the title of their presentation was one 
such question and refers to the missing husband of one of 
the Bernhard daughters. Nearly a year and a half ago, John 
volunteered to use his genealogy background to help 
resolve this and other Bernhard family history questions. 
And that was the beginning of a considerable (and 
growing) accumulation of primary sources and other 
information on the Bernhards and several related families.

The emphasis of their slide presentation will be to share 
information generally not known about the Bernhard 
family and their descendants.

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, June 8, 2009

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library 

350 Nevada Street, Auburn

Getting Organized: Developing a Research Plan

“I want to find my ancestors, but I don’t know where to go 
next.” Whether written down on paper or carried in your 
head, a research plan is essential in mapping out the 
crooked path that our research often follows. We’ll learn 
some steps that will help us take the easier route. 

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, June 11, 2009
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2009 and Q&A

The May meeting will continue our  look at Family Tree 
Maker 2009 and time for questions and answers. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 
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Barry-Schweyer, and Audrey Meyers.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

PCGS is working on the publishing 
of an index of the New Auburn 
Cemetery on our web site. 
Hopefully by our May meeting the 
index will be available. There are 
over 8000 burials in the New 

Auburn Cemetery with the first being in November of 1962 
when the cemetery opened. The initial transcription of 
records from 3x5 cards to the Districts new software has 
been completed and we are now in the process of taking 
photographs. Currently over 250 pictures have been taken 
and processed for publication, with just under 8000 yet to 
do. The markers/tombstones are providing additional 
information which is also being included on the web site. 
This additional information is slowing down the process 
slightly but will be worthwhile. 
(cont on Page 7)
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

By 
Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

The Genealogist: Resources for British Research

TheGenealogist.co.uk is a fee-based website for British 
genealogy. The 481 databases on the site include some of the 
most important resources for British research. The good news 
is that it is accessible for free at the Auburn Family History 
Center. Here is some of what the site offers:

Birth, Marriage & Death Indexes.  In England and Wales, 
civil registration of births, deaths and marriages began in 
1837. The official records are held by the General Register 
Office (GRO) which has published quarterly indexes to the 
records. These indexes, referencing ¼ billion events across 
167 years, are searchable on The Genealogists website, with 
references for obtaining certificates of the official register 
entries. Copies of certificates may be ordered from the GRO. 

Parish Records.  In 1538, Thomas Cromwell, the Vicar 
General to King Henry VIII, declared that all christenings, 
marriages and burials should be recorded at the parish 
churches. These records pre-date the civil registrations by as 
much as 300 years. Searchable transcripts and printed books 
of many of these records are online.

Non-Conformist Records.  Protestant groups such as 
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Baptists, Quakers, 
Methodists, and Unitarians, developed independently of the 
Church of England and kept records of births, baptisms, 
marriages and burials in their congregations. These records, 
called non-conformist registers, date back to the mid-1600s. 
The database contains over 7 million names.

Non-Parochial Records.  This database set includes early 
registrations of births, marriages and deaths from various, 
non-church sources. They include the birth records at Dr 
Williams’ Library in London, hospital records of maternity, 
overseas registrations for British citizens and those on board 
ships.

Fleet Records.  Lost a marriage in London or the home 
counties? The Fleet marriages may hold the information 
you’re looking for. There are about 800,000 people named in 
the marriage records and about 2,400 people mentioned in 
baptismal records. This makes the Fleet Records a substantial 
set of records, covering the years 1667 to 1777. Until now it 
has not been possible to search these often overlooked 
records. The majority of the people marrying came from 
London, Middlesex, Kent, Essex, Herts, Bucks, Berks, Surrey 

and Sussex. 

Clandestine Marriages in the Chapel and Rules of the Fleet  
Prison 1680-1754.  And just what are the Fleet marriages? 
Available on The Genealogist website, this 3-volume 
reference work by Mark Herber describes the fascinating 
history of the Fleet marriages. Most people using the Fleet 
wanted a short legal ceremony without the cost and delay of 
banns or a marriage license. But some wanted secrecy—a true 
clandestine marriage. In addition to the history, Herber’s work 
presents transcripts of marriage records from eight registers 
and four notebooks.

Census Transcripts.  Census returns for England and Wales 
are publicly available for the years 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 
1881, 1891 and 1901. Each householder was required to 
complete a census schedule giving the address of the 
household, and the names, ages, sex, occupations and places 
of birth of each individual residing in his or her 
accommodation. The best way of researching a family in the 
1800s is to use census transcripts. These are fully searchable 
and give details for all the family members, providing you 
with much more information than a mere index. Most of the 
transcripts include links to images of the original census 
pages.

FREE Volunteer Census Indexes.  The Genealogist website 
also has a free collection of census indexes prepared by 
volunteers. The free indexes form a useful supplement to the 
census transcripts. If you are having trouble finding someone 
directly in the transcripts, try the indexes instead.   

Directories.  Directories are a valuable source for finding 
people, as they cover a much greater range of years than the 
census. Early directories start around 1820 and cover the 
major professions, nobility, gentry, clergy, coach and carrier 
services, taverns and public houses of the areas. Entries 
include the name, trade and address. Later directories are 
more complete, showing residents, street-by-street, and also 
providing histories of the towns and villages. 

To use The Genealogist website at family history centers, you 
must access the site via the “FHC Portal” webpage on the 
family history center computers. Computers at the Auburn 
Family History Center have an easy web link to the FHC 
Portal on the web browser.

We’ll have more about The Genealogist website and other 
online British resources next month.

The Auburn Family History Center is located in the LDS 
Church at 1255 Bell Road, Auburn.

Hours are Tues &Thurs 10am-9pm, Wed & Fri 10am-5pm.
It is free and open to the public.

mailto:librarian@pcgs.pcgenes.com


PLACER TRAILS May 2009 Vol. 30 No. 5 - 4 -
Robert C. Bishop
9/15/1933-4/20/2009

Robert C. Bishop was born 
September 15, 1933 in 
Berkeley, CA to Dr. Lyall 
Bishop and Janis Miller 
Bishop. Robert graduated from 
Berkeley High School in 1951 
and soon after joined the U.S. 
Navy where he was trained in 
Air Traffic Control. He utilized 
his G.I. Bill to go to flight 

school and was soon working as a small plane transporter. 
Robert's life spanned many careers and he lived in many 
places. He worked for the Federal Aviation Administration 
from 1957 to 1988 and retired from the position of 
Assistant Air Traffic Manager at Des Moines Airport in 
Iowa. After retirement he worked for H & R Block as a tax 
consultant and was also certified by the IRS as an enrolled 
agent. In 1994, Robert accepted a temporary assignment 
with Washington Consulting Group (WCG) on a project to 
develop the arrival and departure procedures and airspace 
use for the new Chek Lap Kok International Airport under 
construction in Hong Kong. Another two year position 
became available with (WCG) as an ATC Instructor at the 
new Northern California TRACON in 2002.

Among Robert's accomplishments, his role as husband, 
breadwinner and father were second to none. His integrity, 
gift for leadership and generous heart won him respect and 
lifelong friendships. He gave his family the gift of a strong 
role model and a life of education and adventure. His 
career afforded the opportunity to live in many interesting 
places including California, Virginia (Washington D.C.), 
Hawaii and Iowa.

Some of his favorite things in life included sailing, 
bicycling, flying, genealogy research, volunteering and 
especially spending time with his children and 
grandchildren. He was always happiest when lending a 
helping hand. In the community, he was a member of the 
Pioneer United Methodist Church, and volunteered in 
various organizations such as; NARFE Placer Chapter – 
President (National Active and Retired Federal Employees 
Association), Auburn Genealogy Club, Auburn Historical 
Society and AARP volunteer tax consultant.

Robert is survived by his wife of 49 years, Janice McCart 
Bishop of Auburn, CA; 3 children Jeffrey Bishop (Ruth) of 
Lomita, CA, Laura Cottril (Tim) of Walnut Creek, CA and 
Nancy Garbarino (Rich) of Martinez, CA; 4 grandchildren 
Charlie, Isabel, Elli and Nicholas; brother Lyall Bishop Jr. 
and Judy Cherry of Fairfield, CA; sister Lynn Ayers of 

Oakley, CA; cousins Kent and Connie Jackson of Chico, 
CA and numerous nieces and nephews.

A funeral service will be held Monday, April 27, 2009 at 2 
p.m at the Pioneer United Methodist Church in Auburn, 
CA. A viewing will take place one hour prior to the 
service. Interment will be Tuesday, April 28, 2009 at the 
Sunset View Cemetery in El Cerrito, CA.

In lieu of flowers, gifts can be made to: Boys and Girls 
Club of Auburn, 1103 High St. Ste 300, Auburn, CA 
95603. 

Bob was a long term member of PCGS and most recently 
held the position of Publicity Chairperson. Bob always had 
very interesting stories/presentations at our annual 
November sharing meeting. When Bob learned of his 
medical condition, he made the effort to publish his 
genealogy. You can find Bob's genealogy on Lulu's print 
on demand site.

Learn to Use the Library of Congress 

The Library of Congress is the nation’s oldest federal 
cultural institution. It is also the largest library in the 
world, with over 134.5 million books, recordings, 
photographs, maps, and manuscripts in its collections. It 
collects in over 460 languages. Through its website, it 
provides access to resources, services, and over eleven 
million of its multimedia primary sources. 

How can you access this wealth of information? What 
resources and services can assist you? The Library’s 
Digital Reference Section conducts a one-hour orientation 
monthly via Web conference. The orientation provides an 
overview of what’s available, provides strategies for 
accessing the materials, and introduces you to the resources 
created by staff to further your research into the Library’s 
collections. Throughout the program, there are 
opportunities to ask questions, try various search tools, 
sample the multimedia primary source materials online, 
and become familiar with the digital formats on the site.

The Web conference is conducted monthly on the second 
Wednesday, 11 am -12 noon Eastern time, and is limited to 
fifteen participants. You must register in advance. For 
information, visit 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/orientation.html.  

http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/orientation.html
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Marvin Coleman Harrell    

Marvin Coleman Harrel, 87, of Orange Cove passed away 
Tuesday, April 21, 2009. 

Marvin was born on June 29, 1921 in McAlester, 
Oklahoma. He was a member of the 82nd, Airborne 
Division, 505th Parachute regiment during WWII and 
made three combat jumps. He saw combat in Sicily, 
Salerno, D-Day Normandy Invasion, and Holland. Marvin 
was also in the Battle of the Bulge and the battle for the 
bridge at Nijmegen in Holland. He received four Bronze 
Stars. The last one he did not receive until his 87 birthday 
in 2008. He was injured in his last jump in Holland, 
fracturing his back on a stone wall. He returned to the 
states on a hospital ship. 

Marvin was a member of the Orange Cove Christian 
Center for 12 years before his passing. He was a good 
friend of the congregation and especially Pastor Dennis 
O'Daniels. He never met a stranger and never passed up a 
chance to witness for his Lord. 

Marvin spent his life driving truck up and down the Central 
Valley working for Valley Motor Lines in Tulare and 
Laura Scudder in Fresno. He never became rich but he 
provided very well for his wife and two sons. 

Marvin is survived by two sons, Robert Baker of Auburn, 
and Danny Baker of Squaw Valley; one daughter-in-law, 
Marilyn Baker also of Auburn; grandchildren, Kathleen 
Baker, Karen Gisler, Klaudia Chase and Danny Baker Jr.; 
great-grandchildren, Kristel Montague, Brandie Hughes, 
Tahnee Hughes, Adam Baker, Alaina Baker and Wiatt 
Baker; a great-great-grandson, Aiden Robert Cayton-
Hughes. He has one surviving sister, Mary Sewell who 
lives in Hanford. Marvin was the youngest of eight 
children. He also is survived by a large extended family of 
nieces and nephews around the Central Valley. 

He was preceded in death, by his wife of 61 years, Virginia 
Lee (Waldorf) Harrel. 

His father was Herbert B. Harrel and his mother EveLue 
Stacy. Both were in the Oklahoma land rush of 1889 and 
claimed 160 acres just outside of McAlester. 

Visitation will be from 1 to 7 p.m., Monday, April 27 at 
Salser & Dillard Funeral Chapel, 127 E. Caldwell Avenue, 
Visalia. Graveside Services will be at 10 a.m., Tuesday, 
April 28, at the Hanford Cemetery. A Memorial Service 
will be held 7 p.m.Thursday, April 30, at the Orange Cove 
Christian Center in Orange Cove.  
Published in The Hanford Sentinel on 4/25/2009  

Day Study Group Attendance

The Day Study Group has had a good attendance for the 
last couple of months. This is totally due to the great 
lecture from Barbara. June will be the third in this series.

Hening’s Statutes at Large

A necessary reference for any serious student of Colonial 
Virginia genealogy is Hening’s Statutes at Large. 
Hening’s summarizes the laws for the colonial period and 
is invaluable for understanding how laws affected the lives 
of our Virginia ancestors. A transcribed version of 
Hening’s is now online at http://vagenweb.org/hening/. The 
site includes a supplemental index to the persons named in 
the text.

Typical Board Meeting

http://vagenweb.org/hening/
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Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) 
or mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest 
mode). To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

Roots & Gold Dust Has New Website 

Roots & Gold Dust Genealogical Society, our El Dorado 
County neighbors, recently launched a new website at 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cargdgs/. The site 
includes their newsletter, a monthly meeting schedule, 
surname indexes, membership information and links to 
other websites to help you in your genealogical research. 
Roots & Gold Dust meetings are held in Placerville.

April 2009 General Meeting
Science of Names

Dr. Donald MacRae

Dr. Donald MacRae gave a good lecture on the Science of 
Names. It was quite amazing that he was able to answer all 
of the audiences questions on their names.

New Members

Welcome member Michael Helmantoler (#753)

Digital Book Index
 
As it becomes increasingly difficult to keep track of all the 
repositories of digital material available on the Web, one 
helpful site for locating digital publications is Digital Book 
Index, online at http://www.digitalbookindex.com/_search/
search011t-rev.asp. Digital Book Index provides links to 
more than 145,000 full-text digital books from more than 
1,800 commercial and non-commercial publishers, 
universities, and various private sites. More than 100,000 
of these books, texts, and documents are available free, 
while many others are available at a modest cost. This is a 
great site for finding texts on history, law, and various 
social issues.

http://www.digitalbookindex.com/_search/search011t-rev.asp
http://www.digitalbookindex.com/_search/search011t-rev.asp
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cargdgs/
mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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Genealogy Software Reviews

GenSoftReviews is a website containing user reviews and 
ratings of all genealogy software based on five criteria: 1) 
enjoyment of use, 2) frequency of use, 3) ease of input, 4) 
usefulness of output, and 5) overall rating. Since the site 
opened in September 2008, 438 reviews have been posted 
by people who actually use the programs. Full-feature 
genealogy programs, as well as utility and auxiliary 
programs, are included. Before you but another software 
title, see how it rates and read what users have to say about 
it.

American-French Names
 
The American-French Genealogical Society, and 
organization for French-Canadian research, has some 
handy name charts on their website. First is a list of 
French-Canadian surnames with their variants, including 
dit names and Anglicizations. Second is a chart of French-
Canadian given names with their English and Latin 
variants. Some French names have many variant spellings. 
Without these charts, how would you guess that Palin is a 
variant of D'Abonville? The website is located at 
http://www.afgs.org/.

Jackson County (Oregon) Genealogy Library

Operated by the Rogue Valley Genealogical Society, the 
Jackson County Genealogy Library (JCGL) is a not-for-
profit institution located in the Rogue River Valley in 
Southern Oregon. JCGL maintains the largest genealogical 
collection between Eugene, Oregon, and Sacramento, 
California.

Gold was discovered in the vicinity of Jacksonville in 1852 
which led to an enthusiastic gold rush, with miners eagerly 
pursuing their personal fortunes. The JCGL holds materials 
pertaining to people who traveled the Oregon Trail to make 
their homes in this fertile valley. Indexes to many of the 
records are available on the JCGL website. The indexes 
feature Oregon pioneer records, vital records (births, 
marriages, deaths), land records, obituaries, and cemetery 
records. To search the databases, visit the JCGL website at 
http://www.rvgslibrary.org/index.html.  

Genealogy in Strange Places

You never know where you will find genealogical 
resources these days. Take a quick look at your dictionary 
for phlebotomy. Well now what does this have to with 
genealogy? Take a look at:
http://phlebotomytechnicianschools.com/?page_id=52

What did you find? 

100 Genealogy Resources to Discover Your Ancestry

Research and discover your ancestry with these 100 tools 
to get you started building a family tree. Trace back as far 
as you can find and share your results with friends and 
family. Many of the forums in this list will also garner you 
a few new friends in the genealogy spectrum. Tracing your 
roots will give you insight into your family’s past and give 
you an edge in your own forensic education endeavors.

President's Message (cont)

This project was started in April 2004 and reached 
this stage April 2009. While we still have a long way 
to go on the cemetery project, a second project for the 
Old Auburn Cemetery is already in the planning 
stages. 

The following basic information will be shown if 
available: Name, Location, Birth, Death, and Burial. 
An Inscription will be transcribed from the burial 
markers/gravestones as pictures become available. 
Data that is transcribed from burial 
markers/gravestones or additional resources such as 
the Social Security Death Index will be Italicized and 
Bolded so that it is distinguished from the data from 
the original 3x5 cards.

Above is a sample picture of what will be on our web 
site. Data for this picture: BALL, SYLVIA   MARIE   
N/C-8-235-7 1907  07/30/1963 BELOVED MOTHER AND 
WIFE. Additional information added was the middle name, 
birth year and inscription, no burial date is in the database.

http://ball1963.jpg/
http://ball1963.jpg/
http://phlebotomytechnicianschools.com/?page_id=52
http://www.rvgslibrary.org/index.html
http://www.afgs.org/
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – May 28, 2009 – Where's Deadrick  with  John Knox and Carol 
Cramer

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – June 8, 2009 –  Getting Organized: Developing a 
Research Plan  Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – June 11, 2009 – Family Tree Maker 2009 with 
Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Third Wednesday of the Month) – 10:00 a.m. at the Carnegie 
Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know due to 
space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:   
   Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
     or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076                      

     

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
June 1, 2009

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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