
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

January Evening Meeting
Thursday, January 28, 2009

 Digging It 
Marilyn Ulbricht 

Marilyn Ulbricht has two degrees - one in An-
thropology with a sub specialty of Archeology and the 
other in History. Both fields are my passion and ulti-
mately resulted into the natural progression of Genea-
logy when I retired. I have been doing Genealogical 
research for about 7 years now. These disciplines have 
been "doorways" to my brick walls! I have maintained 
a continued interest in archeology and especially his-
torical archeology. I still participate in various archae-
ological surveys or excavations when I can. I actively 
worked as an archaeologist for several years but when 
the economy took a turn for the worse in the 1980's, 
for my family's benefit had to have a "real job" and 
worked as a revenue officer for Internal Revenue Ser-
vice for 21 years. However, I found that even in this 
endeavor, I could use my background skills to find re-
sources to search for people not wanting to be found, 
asset traces,analyze lifestyles, etc. which is really the 
same kinds of research we apply today when looking 
for our ancestors.

"Digging It" is my way to help others think 
outside the box, to find resources and develop the 
knowledge to use the clues given by the disciplines of 
Archeology and History to find more about our 
ancestors rather than just the straight facts and dates - 
it helps makes them a human beings we can identify 
with and really understand. It really brings them 
alive!!

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, February 8, 2010

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, February 11, 2010

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2010 and Q&A

The FTM User Group meetings will continue our look at the 
recently released update of Family Tree Maker 2010 and time 
for questions and answers. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

Time to Renew

It is time for membership renewal. Please see page 7 
for our renewal form.
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THANKS to those who prepared the newsletter for 
mailing in November: John  and Pat Knox, Audrey 
Meyers, Bev Russell, Carmel Barry-Schweyer and 
John and Jacqui Marcella.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It is a new year and some of us are 
still writing 2008 on our checks. 
With the new year comes new 
trials and tribulations for some of 
us. As some of you know my wife, 
Mary Ann,  was diagnosed with 

pancreatic cancer around Halloween last year. It appeared 
to be operable but once in surgery it was found that it was 
not, the surgeon did not have an option. We are now 
waiting for that surgery to heal and start chemotherapy and 
radiation treatments. I have retired from work so that I may 
take care of Mary Ann and my father who is living with us. 
I have found this all very time consuming and may not be 
able to respond as I have in the past. I have a blog that I 
provide updates on Mary Ann. If you are interested in the 
blog send me an email.

Our How to Begin Seminar will be held on Saturday,March 
20, from 8:30 to 3:30 in the Beecher Room of the Auburn 
Library. Reservations may be made by emailing our 
Librarian as space may be limited. I have always found that 
I learn something new each and every year.
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Leslie Nye Our November/December Speaker

Leslie spoke on anlyzing handwriting revealing the 
personalities of our ancestors. The meeting was well 
attended even though it was not on a normal night due to 
the Thanksgiving holiday. Due to the holiday we did have 
visitors from as far away as Southern California. It was 
very interesting what could be revealed by a graphoanalyst.

Early Reminder
How to Begin Seminar
Saturday, March 20, 2010
Auburn Placer Library
8:30 to 3:30

A Bit Late for Christmas, but...
Have you Ever Wondered?
From the Marathon County Genealogical Society 
Newsletter

There is one Christmas Carol that has always baffled me. 
What in the world do leaping lords, French hens, 
swimming swans, and especially the partridge who won't 
come out of the pear tree have to do with Christmas?

This week, I found out.

From 1558 until 1829, Roman Catholics in England were 
not permitted to practice their faith openly. Someone 
during that era wrote this carol as a catechism song for 
young Catholics.

It has two levels of meaning: the surface meaning plus a 
hidden meaning known only to members of their church. 
Each element in the carol has a code word for a religious 
reality which the children could remember.

-The partridge in a pear tree was Jesus Christ.
-Two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 
-Three French hens stood for faith, hope and love.
-The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke & John.
-The five golden rings  recalled the Torah or Law, the first 
five books of the Old Testament.
-The six geese a-laving stood for the six days of creation.
-Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts 
of the Holy Spirit--Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, 
Exhortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 
-The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes.
-Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy 
Spirit--Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 
Faithfulness. Gentleness, and Self Control.
-The ten lords a-leaping were the ten commandments. 
-The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful 
disciples.
-The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve 
points of belief in the Apostles' Creed.

So there is your history for today. This knowledge was 
shared with me and I found it interesting and enlightening 
and now I know how that strange song became a Christmas 
Carol...so pass it on if you wish.
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Judy Williams
Meet your fellow members...

I was born in Inglewood California and was raised in Los 
Angeles County.  I had three boys in my first marriage. 
When the boys were all three in school I went to work for 
Los Angeles County, Department of Hospitals and worked 
in Long Beach where I met my present husband Jack.  I 
worked there for about 5 years before transferring to LAC-
USC Medical Center in downtown L.A. where I worked in 
Medical Records another 15 years before retiring and 
moving to Placerville.  Between the two of us, we have 6 
children, 26 grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren, with 
1 on the way.  Unfortunately, none of them live in 
Northern California.

We have always had a travel trailer or 5th wheeler and have 
taken many trips in them over the years.  However, in the 
last few years the trips have dwindled to trips to visit the 
kids and their growing families.

I first became interested in genealogy around 1968 when a 
co-worker introduced me to it.  Also about that time I 
found out that my maternal great grandmother, who was a 
member of DAR, had written a family history book which 
my grandfather had copied by hand for his 3 girls (in later 
years my mother photocopied the book for her 3 children). 
I found the idea of researching my family history intriguing 
but didn't pursue genealogy until after I retired and moved 
to Placerville.  Shortly after I started doing genealogy we 
took a trip to Oregon and found a book in a historical 
museum that had been written by a distant cousin on my 
father's side, I was able to contact her and get a copy.  I 
feel fortunate that I had these two books to help me get 
started.  I have enjoyed tracing the migration and lives of 
my ancestors and meeting distant relatives via the Internet, 
I just wish I could document their arrival in America. 

There is so much more to genealogy than just names and 
dates.

I have been a member of PCGS for 10 years but have only 
attended a few General Meetings, only because I don't like 
driving from Placerville to Auburn at night.  I attend the 
Family Tree Maker User Group often and have attended 
the Day Study Group and feel that I have benefited from 
these groups.  I am also a member of Roots & Gold Dust 
Genealogical Society in Placerville.  You are welcome to 
join us sometime, we meet the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 
1:00 in the Church of Latter Day Saints in Placerville.

The names I'm researching are Brasfield, Bramlett, 
Comstock, Wilson, Ansted, O'Shields and Ware as well as 
Williams, Gooch and Cowart on my husband's side. 

English Surnames - Meanings & Origins
What Does Your English Last Name Mean?

By Kimberly Powell, About.com
English surnames as we know them today -- family names 
passed down intact from father to son to grandson -- began 
in England as early as the eleventh century. Such 
hereditary names were not universally prevalent and 
settled, however, prior to the era of the Reformation in 
sixteenth century England. It is conjectured that the 
introduction of parish registers in 1538 was a great 
influence in this, as a person entered under one surname at 
baptism would not be likely to be married under another 
name, and buried under a third. Some areas of England 
came later to the use of surnames, however. It was not until 
the late seventeenth century that many families in 
Yorkshire and Halifax took permanent surnames. 
Origins of English Last Names
Surnames in England generally developed from four major 
sources: 

• Patronymic & Matronymic Surnames - These 
are surnames derived from baptismal or Christian 
names to indicate family relationship or descent. 
Some baptismal or given names have become 
surnames without any change in form. Others 
added an ending. son may have formed his 
surname by adding -s (more common in the South 
and West of England) or -son (preferred in the 
northern half of England) to his father's name. The 
latter -son suffix was also sometimes added to the 
mother's name. English surnames ending in -ing 
(from the British engi, "to bring forth," and -kin 
generally indicate a patronymic or family name as 
well. 

file:///bio/Kimberly-Powell-5227.htm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0
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• Occupational Surnames - Many English 

surnames developed from a person's job or trade. 
Three common English surnames -- Smith, Wright 
and Taylor -- are excellent examples of this. A 
name ending in -man or -er usually implies such a 
trade name, as in Chapman (shopkeeper), Barker 
(tanner) and Fiddler. On occasion a rare 
occupational name can provide a clue to the 
family's origin. For example, Dymond (dairymen) 
are commonly from Devon and Arkwright (maker 
of arks or chests) are generally from Lancashire. 

• Descriptive Surnames - Based on a unique quality 
or physical feature of the individual, these 
surnames often developed from nicknames or pet 
names. Most refer to an individual's appearance - 
color, complexion, or physical shape - such as 
Armstrong. A descriptive surname may also refer 
to an individual's personal or moral characteristics, 
such as Goodchild, Puttock (greedy) or Wise. 

• Geographical or Local Surnames - These are 
names derived from the location of the homestead 
from which the first bearer and his family lived, 
and are generally the most common origin of 
English surnames. They were first introduced into 
England by the Normans, many of whom were 
known by the name of their personal estate. Thus, 
many English surnames derive from the name of an 
actual town, county, or estate. County names in 
Great Britain, such as Cheshire, Kent and Devon 
have been commonly adopted as surnames. A 
second class of local surnames derived from cities 
and towns, such as Hertford, Carlisle and Oxford. 
Other local surnames derive from descriptive 
landscape features such as hills, woods, and 
streams which describe the original bearer's 
residence. This is the origin of surnames such as 
Sykes (marshy stream), Bush and Attwood (near a 
wood). Surnames which begin with the prefix At- 
can especially be attributed as a name with local 
origins. By- was also sometimes used as a prefix 
for local names. 

The above is just a small portion of the information on 
English names provided by Kimberly Powell on 
genealogy.about.com.

How to Secure Your Laptop in Public Places 
Gina Trapani, Work Smarter
Harvard Business Publishing 

When you're working offsite, whether at a client's office or 
the local coffee shop, you've got to protect your laptop, 
whether from physical theft or the nosy cyber-snoop who's 
trying to flip through your iTunes library (or worse). While 
your company has probably provided you with a VPN to 
securely connect to their internal network, what about your 
personal passwords and local files? Let's take a look at a 
few good habits to get into for safe laptop computing, and 
then some more advanced tactics. 

The Basics: Best Practices
Every laptop user should have a healthy paranoia about the 
possibility of getting their notebook stolen or hacked while 
they're using a public Wi-Fi network at the airport or 
coffeehouse. Stay circumspect and use some of the tools 
built into your notebook's operating system to keep 
yourself safe.

Turn on your firewall. When you're on an open Wi-Fi 
network, make sure you have your laptop's firewall on and 
blocking unwanted incoming connections. In Windows' 
Control Panel, click on Windows Firewall. On your Mac, 
in System Preferences, go to Security and click on the 
Firewall tab to turn it on.

Password protect — or unshare — shared folders. When 
you're at home, sharing a document folder with other 
computers behind your firewall is a fine idea. But when 
you're out and about, you may not want everyone to be 
able to see your collection of family vacation photos. Make 
sure your shared folders are password protected when 
you're not on a safe network. Even better, turn off all 
sharing when you're on a public network.

Use https (secure connections to web sites) whenever 
possible. When you're checking your webmail like Gmail 
or Yahoo Mail, or visiting any site with the option, make 
sure you're using the https:// (instead of http://) connection 
to encrypt any information you submit there, like your 
password. Most modern webmail and calendar programs 
like Gmail and Google Calendar offer an https:// option.

Don't save your web site passwords in your browser 
without encrypting them. Sure, if you save your web site 
passwords inside your browser, you save a whole lot of 
time. However, if a thief, co-worker, or relative uses your 
computer, it's also dead simple for that person to log into 
your accounts. Three weeks ago I ran down how to secure 
your browser's saved passwords with an encrypted master 
password — do it.

http://genealogy.about.com/
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Lock down your laptop with an actual lock. If you work in 
a public place often and tend to leave your laptop 
unattended, invest $15 to $30 on a physical laptop lock to 
anchor your notebook to the desk. It's a simple way to deter 
thieves.

Always have a current backup of your important data. 
Backing up your computer will help you restore things in 
the event of theft or a hard drive crash or coffee spill. 
When your laptop is docked back at home or the office, use 
an external hard drive to back up your documents. If you're 
constantly on the go, a remote backup service like Mozy or 
Carbonite works over the internet in the background, and 
can restore your files from anywhere.

Run anti-virus and malware protection software. Like a 
backup system, this is a best practice for all computers, not 
just your laptop. Just last week Microsoft released their 
new and free Security Essentials software. Download that 
and scan your notebook on a regular basis. 

Advanced Security
The super-paranoid and technically-inclined can use 
hacker-level techniques for locking down files and disks. 
Those include:

Encrypting folders and disks. Using free tools you can 
encrypt an entire hard drive or just a folder full of files. 
When you encrypt data, you use a secret key to scramble it 
into an unreadable format, which foils any thieves' attempts 
to read your private files. To decrypt it, you need a master 
password. On a Mac, you can create an encrypted disk 
image by using the Disk Utility application. Macs also 
come with File Vault (in System Preferences, Security), 
which encrypts your home folders' contents keeping 
unwanted eyes out. Windows Vista and the upcoming 
Windows 7 offers BitLocker, a data encryption application. 
Alternately, you can use a free utility called TrueCrypt to 
encrypt a folder or drive.

Securing your network traffic via an SSH tunnel. Another 
common technique among the tech elite is the use of an 
SSH tunnel, or a secure connection to an outside computer 
(like your home server or office computer) to connect to 
the internet. From the network you're already on, it looks 
like you're sending encrypted information to a single 
destination; in reality, you're using a trusted remote server 
as a proxy for all your network activity. 

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) 
or mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest 
mode). To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

Ancestry Magazine

Apparently we we have lost one more genealogical 
magazine as March/April issue of Ancestry Magazine will 
be the last after 25 years.

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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 Two Newsletter Delivery Options Available

Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate. 
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be 
mailed to you. 

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper 
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list when 
each new issue of the newsletter is published. The notice will 
include a link to the newsletter file, which you can download 
or view online. The electronic version of the newsletter is 
published in PDF format and can be viewed using the free 
Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read your newsletter 
on paper, but want to take advantage of the lower dues rate, 
you can print out the newsletter from your computer at 
home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be 
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies 
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep the 
registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

  ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:   $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter 
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's 
newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing 
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in 
attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family. (File Version: November 2008)

Our PCGS member list is made available to our membership.
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – January 28, 2010, Digging It with Marilyn Ulbricht

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – February 8, 2010 – Barbara Leak leads the Day Study 
Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – February 11, 2010 – Family Tree Maker 2010 
with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

   

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
February 1, 2010

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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