
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

March Evening Meeting
Thursday, April 22, 2010

 Intermediate German
Shirley Reimer 

A graduate of the University of Pittsburgh, Shirley earned a 
Masters Degree in English from Carnegie-Mellon 
University.  She taught high school English for 10 years, 
then worked in communicates for 22 years.  Her book, The 
German Research Companion, was published in 1997, 
followed by a second edition in 2000 which is now sold 
out.  In 2001, followed by a second edition in 2000, she 
coauthored with Dr. Roger P. Minert the book, 
Researching in Germany:  A Handbook for Your Visit to 
the Homeland of Your Ancestors.  Since 1992, she has 
edited Der Blumenbaum, the quarterly journal of the 
Sacramento German Genealogy Society.  She has made 40 
trips to Germany.

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, May 10, 2010
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

Evaluating Evidence

 At our May study group meeting we will learn about the 
Genealogical Proof Standard and discuss guidelines for 
evaluating our evidence, resolving conflicting information, 
and judging the accuracy of our research. If you have a 
genealogical “fact” that seems questionable or if you have 
facts that are in conflict, bring a list of you information 
sources to the meeting and we will have the group evaluate 
it. B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are 
welcome.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, May 13, 2010
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2010 Q&A

The FTM User Group meetings will continue our look at the 
recently released update of Family Tree Maker 2010 and time 
for questions and answers. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who prepared the newsletter for 
mailing in February: John Knox, Audrey Meyers, 
Suzan Vander Linden, Bob Baker, Bev Russell, 
Bobbie McClellan and Carmel Barry-Schweyer.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Bob Baker sent the following 
“People who cannot remember the 
past will spend a lot of time 
looking for their cars in the mall 
parking lot.” I find that the remote 
lock/unlock for the car is a great 

help in finding the car. Push the lock button twice and the 
horn beeps. Recently I used it in the Roseville Kaiser 
parking garage. Surprise – two different horns, mine and 
another one. 

We all remember the recent Auburn fire. I'm not sure how 
many people saw the Bee article about the Auburn 
company ioSafe. ioSafe makes external hard drives that are 
fireproof and waterproof – 1,550 degrees Fahrenheit for 30 
minutes or submerged in up to 10 feet of fresh or saltwater 
for three days without data loss. The drives are more 
expensive than your normal USB drives but really provides 
protection for those who do not have backups off-site. A 
500 GB drive is about $150.  Costco was selling the ioSafe 
1.5 TB drive for $230. 

Donna Young has graciously offered to take over as 
Hospitality chairperson replacing Mary Ann. I hope that 
Donna receives the same support that Mary Ann received 
the last several years. 

Mary Ann has been home since Easter Sunday. She rests 
quite a bit and is unable to feed herself at this time. Our 
daughter and grandchildren are assisting with her care 
allowing me to maintain some outside activities.

Mary Ann and I appreciate the thoughts and concerns that 
all of you have expressed.
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

By 
Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

Online Resources for Marriage 
Research

 
At the first three meetings this year of our day study group, 
we had an ongoing discussion of marriage records. We 
began by learning about different types of marriage 
documents and then finished with an exploration of free 
online resources for marriage repositories, indexes and 
documents. At the request of one of our members, a recap 
of the websites we looked at is given here.

When requesting copies of marriage records from the 
county courthouse, visit the county government website for 
current information on cost, order requirements, and where 
to send your request. Often these websites will also have 
order forms you can use for submitting your request. 
Typically, you will want to look for the webpage of the 
county recorder or county clerk. 

As an example, take a look at the Placer County Clerk-
Recorder’s webpage at 
http://www.placer.ca.gov/Departments/Recorder.aspx. 
Scroll down the page and you’ll find a notice that, effective 
January 1, 2010, prices went up, and California law 
changed allowing only an “authorized person” to obtain an 
“authorized certified copy” of a marriage certificate. 
Before you get upset about this, click on the link for the 
“Marriage Application Form.” This is the order form you 
use to request a copy. Read the instructions and you’ll find 
that anyone who is not an “authorized person” (that would 
be us genealogists) can still receive a certified copy marked 
“INFORMATIONAL, NOT A VALID DOCUMENT TO 
ESTABLISH IDENTITY.” An informational copy works 
just fine for genealogy purposes, and you do not need a 
notarized sworn statement to obtain it.

There are various places online where you will find state 
indexes to marriage records, covering various time periods. 
Here are some examples:

Illinois State Archives, Illinois Statewide Marriage Index,  
1763-1900, 
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/m
arriage.html 

Indiana State Library, Genealogy Database: [Indiana]  
Marriages through 1850, 

http://208.119.72.68/INMarriages1850/marriages_search.as
p 

Kansas State Historical Society, Kansas Marriage Index 
1854-1861, 
http://www.kshs.org/genealogists/vital/marriages.htm 

University of Kentucky, Kentucky Marriage Index for  
1973-1993, http://ukcc.uky.edu/vitalrec/ 

Massachusetts Archives, Index to Vital Records 1841-
1910, http://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcidx.htm 

Maine State Archives, Searchable Marriage Index 1892-
1996, 
http://www.maine.gov/portal/facts_history/vital_records.ht
ml 

New Jersey State Archives, Marriage Records 1665-1799 
and Index to Marriages 1848-1878, 
http://www.njarchives.org/links/databases.html 

Oregon State Archives, Oregon Historical Records Index, 
http://genealogy.state.or.us/ 
 
Washington State Archives, Digital Archives, 
http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/ 

West Virginia Division and Culture and History, Vital  
Research Record Project: Marriages, 
http://www.wvculture.org/vrr/va_select.aspx 

The Washington and West Virginia databases are not just 
indexes. They include digitized images of the actual 
marriage documents. 

Brigham Young University, Idaho, Western States  
Marriage Index, 
http://abish.byui.edu/specialCollections/westernStates/sear
ch.cfm 
This database contains mostly pre-1900 marriages, 
although some extend into the 1930s, for the following 
states: California, Colorado, Montana, Oregon, Utah, 
Washington, and Wyoming. New Mexico marriages from 
the 1700s are currently being added. 

Notice the variety of types of institutions that have placed 
these databases online. Most are state archives, but some 
are state libraries, state and private universities, and state 
historical societies. The above list is not exhaustive. So if 
your state of interest is not listed, do some online searching 
to see if a marriage database for your state is out there.   

Always read the description of the database to learn the 
time period covered and the geographical scope of the 

http://abish.byui.edu/specialCollections/westernStates/search.cfm
http://abish.byui.edu/specialCollections/westernStates/search.cfm
http://www.wvculture.org/vrr/va_select.aspx
http://www.digitalarchives.wa.gov/
http://genealogy.state.or.us/
http://www.njarchives.org/links/databases.html
http://www.maine.gov/portal/facts_history/vital_records.html
http://www.maine.gov/portal/facts_history/vital_records.html
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/arc/arcidx.htm
http://ukcc.uky.edu/vitalrec/
http://www.kshs.org/genealogists/vital/marriages.htm
http://208.119.72.68/INMarriages1850/marriages_search.asp
http://208.119.72.68/INMarriages1850/marriages_search.asp
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/marriage.html
http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/departments/archives/marriage.html
http://www.placer.ca.gov/Departments/Recorder.aspx
mailto:librarian@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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index. Some databases are truly state-wide; some cover 
only selected counties; and some are continuing to add new 
records.

Just as there are state indexes on the websites of state 
institutions, there are local indexes on the websites of local 
institutions. Check out the websites of county 
governments, public libraries (county and city), and local 
historical and genealogical societies. Also, be sure to check 
the county GenWeb sites for links to county record 
databases. A few examples of local indexes include:

Placer County Genealogical Society, Index to Marriages,  
1852-1885, from the Placer Herald Newspaper [Auburn,  
California], http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/index.html#databases 
Note that this is not an index to courthouse marriage 
records, but rather an index to marriage notices from the 
local newspaper. It includes notices for Placer County 
residents who were married in other counties.

Willard Library, Marriage Index [for Vanderburgh  
County, Indiana, 1920-1979], 
http://www.willard.lib.in.us/online_resources/marriages.ph
p 
This is an index to courthouse records. 

Chase County, Kansas, GenWeb, Chase County [Kansas]  
Marriage Index, 1860-1938 and Chase County [Kansas]  
Wedding and Marriage Notices, 1863-2002, 
http://skyways.lib.ks.us/genweb/chase/index.html 
The two indexes on this website cover courthouse records 
and newspaper notices.

New Orleans Public Library, New Orleans Marriage 
Index, Daily Picayune, 1837-1857, 
http://nutrias.org/info/louinfo/newsmarr/newsmarr.htm 
This is another index to newspaper notices.

North Dakota State University, Cass County, North 
Dakota, Marriage License Index [1872-1944], 
http://library.ndsu.edu/db/marriage/ 
This index to courthouse records covers only a single 
county, yet it is found on a state university website.

At the Day Study Group, we also looked at marriage 
databases on the FamilySearch website. Databases for nine 
states are currently online. Stay tuned. We’ll bring you 
more information on that next month. 

Please sign the register each time your visit the  
Genealogy Section of the Auburn Library.

Kathleen Wylie Propersi
Meet your fellow members...

Member PCGS since ‘06

I am currently living in Lincoln, CA with my husband Joe, 
and two kitties, Gracie and George. I grew up in Elmira, 
NY and worked for Corning, Incorporated until 1991. I 
held many management positions with Corning in various 
functional areas: engineering, manufacturing, human 
resources, and research and development. I met my 
husband while working at Corning and we married in 1993. 
I left Corning in 1991 and moved to Pleasanton, CA where 
Joe had moved to work for the Clorox Company. I started a 
management consulting company when I moved to 
California and had the great pleasure of working with 
many wonderful companies for the 15 years I was in 
business.  

I became interested in genealogy when I lived in NY. I was 
able to learn some things from some of my family before 
they died in the 1980’s. When I was 10, I belonged to 
“Nancy Drew Inner Circle”. Every month I would get a 
new Nancy Drew book in the mail. It was a promo my 
parents had signed up for when they purchased 
encyclopedias. I was thrilled to get the book each month 
and have it read in 1day. I loved the mystery and puzzles 
Nancy and her friends would solve. The investigative work 
of genealogy has great appeal to me and I think my early 
reading started to cultivate this “searching” gene in me. 

http://library.ndsu.edu/db/marriage/
http://nutrias.org/info/louinfo/newsmarr/newsmarr.htm
http://skyways.lib.ks.us/genweb/chase/index.html
http://www.willard.lib.in.us/online_resources/marriages.php
http://www.willard.lib.in.us/online_resources/marriages.php
http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/index.html#databases
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Now that I am retired, I have carved out time for 
genealogy. My goal is to pull together what I can going 
back and then hand my research off to one of my nephews 
who has agreed to be the next generation historian. I am 
researching in NY, PA, Germany, Ireland, Austria 
(Bohemia). My husband and I have done research on his 
family in Ohio, PA and Italy. Last year, we met some 
cousins of his in Italy and visited the house where his great 
grandfather was born in Italy. A few of the names we are 
researching: Wylie, Vater, Gratz, Connolly, Kelly, 
Dennison, Wirth, Hause, Kieffer, Propersi, Dirocco. 

I am very active in the Lincoln Hills Genealogy Group. I 
met Barbara Leak when I first joined and quickly joined 
PCGS. I am so pleased at all the resources in this area to 
help with my family research. I hope when you see me at 
PCGS meetings you’ll say hello and tell me about yourself 
and your research. Thank you for an opportunity to 
introduce myself.

Kathy Propersi

William Bradfield Collins
Amelia Ellen (Denoville) Gilbert
Anna (Bradfield) Collins Denoville
John Collins

William and Amelia were half brother and sister and lived 
together for many years during the last years of their lives 
in Hanford, California.  In fact, as a little kid, I thought 
they were a married couple. 

Their mother was Anna Bradfield.  Anna came from 
Dublin, Ireland sometime in the middle 1850’s.  The 
family story is she came alone from Ireland and left a twin 
sister behind that she never saw again.  We do not know 
where she entered the USA but she did take up residence in 
the San Francisco area.  All the information we have about 
Anna has been stories passed down from the family, except 
for the information in the 1880 census.  She passed away 
on 07 March 1890 in a small town called Centerville, 
Fresno County, California.

William was the eldest and his father was a John Collins, 
which we know absolutely nothing about except he may 
have been from the Vermont area.   He may have died in 
California because that is where Anna remarried, but again 
there is no record of that.  One story was that he may have 
left her before William was born. William always claimed 
he was born in San Francisco, California in 1862.

Anna Married Paul E. Denoville in 1863 in Rio Vista, 
California.  Again, no records have surfaced where they 
were married except family history.  The 1880 Census 
records indicate he was born in Illinois in 1816.  At that 
time, he was married to Anna and had William and Amelia. 
Other records indicate his parents were Canadian.  Paul 
was a miner in the Placer County area for a few years and 
owned a few hundred acres of land in the West part of the 
county.  This would have been before Anna and Paul were 
married.  They later moved to Tulare, California area 
where he died in 1880 and she in 1890.

Ancestors we are researching:

Denoville Collins Gilbert
Keith Lattin Waldorf
Baker Carpenter

Robert C. Baker

Baker2096@sbcglobal.net
Oldsock.bob@gmail.com

mailto:Oldsock.bob@gmail.com
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March General Meeting
When was that Picture Taken? 
Sandra Harris

Anyone who subscribes to the NORCAL RootsWeb 
mailing list is familiar with Sandra Harris. Sandra is a 
professional photographer.

Sandra had a great presentation showing what to look for 
helping to date photographs. 

The free table during the meeting break prior to Sandra's 
presentation. 

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) 
or mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest 
mode). To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

What's in a Name?

A couple was explaining to their daughter that she had 
been given the first name of Myles because it was her 
grandfather's name and that he was a very special loving 
man and it was tradition to name the first born after the 
Mother's father.

Myles thoughtfully replied, "You've already explained that 
to me before. What I want to know is why did my 
grandfather have a girl's name?

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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Fairfax County, Virginia, Court Indexes
The Fairfax Circuit Court has posted some of their record 
indexes online. Included are deed indexes 1742-1841, birth 
and death indexes 1912-1917, marriage index 1853-1957, 
will book index 1742-1866, an index to term papers (court 
judgments) 1818-1859, and an index to loose papers 
relating to African American history. Copies of documents 
may be ordered from the Fairfax Circuit Court Historical 
Records Room. To search the indexes, visit 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/historical-
records-finding-aids.htm.

Louisiana Biography and Obituary Index
The Louisiana Biography and Obituary Index is now 
online. The original index, which references obituaries 
appearing in New Orleans newspapers, 1805-1972, and 
selected biographical references in a variety of published 
sources, is a massive card file of some 650,000 cards 
housed at the New Orleans Public Library (NOPL). The 
online version, a searchable database of the card index, is 
the result of a nearly 10-year-long collaboration between 
the NOPL and the Historic New Orleans Collection which 
funded the project and produced the database and the web 
interface. While names from about the first third of the 
alphabet have been searchable online for a number of 
years, the database is now complete. To search the index, 
visit http://neworleanspubliclibrary.org/obits/obits.htm.

Prepare Now for the 1940 Census
The 1940 federal census is scheduled to be released to the 
public on April 2, 2012. The National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) will be releasing it 
digitally. Official information about the release of the 
census, as well as information on searching the records, is 
on the NARA website. Also online are vintage videos used 
for training the 1940 census enumerators. Visit NARA’s 
“1940 Census Records” webpage at 
http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/census/1940/.

Where to Write for Vital Records
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s website 
has a convenient summary of information on where to 
write for birth, death, marriage and divorce records from 
each of the U.S. states and territories. Information provided 
includes cost of the records, payment methods accepted, 
addresses, phone numbers and web links to the state vital 
record offices, and the date when state recording of the 
records began. This is a handy site to keep bookmarked in 
your web browser: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w.htm. 

Social Security Number Application Forms
If you are unable to locate a birth certificate for a deceased 
relative, an alternative record to look for is the person’s 
Form SS-5: Social Security Number Application. This 

form provides the individual’s full name, date and place of 
birth and names of parents, including mother’s maiden 
name. Copies of Form SS-5 for deceased persons can now 
be ordered online via the Social Security Administration’s 
website. Go to 
http://www.ssa.gov/foia/html/foia_guide.htm#FOIAReques
ts. Scroll down the page to where it says “MAKE YOUR 
REQUEST ONLINE” and click on the link for the online 
Form SSA-711. The cost for a copy of an SS-5 is $27 if 
you can provide the deceased person’s Social Security 
Number (SSN). You can pay for your order using a credit 
card.

Copies of an individual’s Form SS-5 are available only if 
the person is deceased, so you should start your search by 
locating the individual in the Social Security Death Index 
(SSDI). Free access to the SSDI database is available on 
various websites including RootsWeb 
<www.rootsweb.ancestry.com> and FamilySearch 
<www.familysearch.org>. The SSDI will provide the SSN 
and other information needed to order the SS-5. 

Canadian Naturalization Database

Last summer, the Library and Archives Canada (LAC) 
released of a new version of the Canadian Naturalization 
1915-1932 online database. It now includes the names of 
206,731 individuals who applied for and received status as 
naturalized Canadians from 1915 to 1932. This database is 
one of the few Canadian genealogical resources 
specifically designed to benefit those researchers with roots 
outside of the British Commonwealth. References located 
in the database can be used to request copies of the actual 
naturalization records, which are held by Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada. The database is available at: 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/naturalization-
1915-1932/index-e.html.

Early Sacramento Divorce Records
Root Cellar, Sacramento Genealogical Society, has just 
released a new publication titled Divorces, Sacramento  
County District Court 1850 - 1879. The cases are indexed 
and each court record found was abstracted. Also included 
is an addendum to the Index of Defendants and Plaintiffs 
containing divorce filings that were dismissed. There is 
wonderful genealogical information in these records, 
including maiden names, date of migration to California, 
children's ages, names, and sometimes birth dates, date of 
marriage, where married, reason for the complaint, 
property legal descriptions, names of witnesses, and close 
relatives. For more information about this and other 
Sacramento area publications, visit the Root Cellar website 
at www.rootcellar.org.

http://www.rootcellar.org/
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/naturalization-1915-1932/index-e.html
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/databases/naturalization-1915-1932/index-e.html
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
http://www.ssa.gov/foia/html/foia_guide.htm#FOIARequests
http://www.ssa.gov/foia/html/foia_guide.htm#FOIARequests
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/w2w.htm
http://www.archives.gov/genealogy/census/1940/
http://neworleanspubliclibrary.org/obits/obits.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/historical-records-finding-aids.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/historical-records-finding-aids.htm
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – April 22, 2010, Intermediate German  with Shirley Reimer 

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – May 10, 2010, Evaluating Evidence – Barbara Leak leads 
the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – May 13, 2010 – Family Tree Maker 2010 Q&A 
with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

   

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
May 1, 2010

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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