
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

May Evening Meeting
Thursday, May 27, 2010

 Creating a Book on Family Tree Maker and 
Publishing it on Lulu

Ron Young 

Ron was first a Navy pilot and then a magnetic media 
engineer in the design and manufacturing of linear and 
rotary head tape drives, video tape, flexible and computer 
hard disks and drives.  Since retirement, his interests 
mainly focus on computer hardware and software and its 
application to genealogy.  Much of this is in support of 
Donna, who is really the leading genealogist in the family. 
He has written many columns for local Genealogy Group 
newsletters on computer hardware and software as applied 
to genealogy subjects.

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, June 14, 2010
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

Visit the Virtual Marble Orchard

Join us in June as our study group explores online cemetery 
collections such as Find a Grave, Interment.net, the 
USGenWeb Tombstone Transcription Project, and others. 
B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, June 10, 2010
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2010 Q&A with a Quick Look at  
Numbering Systems

The FTM User Group meetings will continue our look at the 
recently released update of Family Tree Maker 2010 and time 
for questions and answers. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who helped prepare the newslet-
ter for mailing in April: John & 'Fred' Knox, 
Audrey Meyers, Bob Baker, Bev Russell, and 
Carmel Barry-Schweyer.

mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I have recently picked up a couple 
of new toys. I was able to get a 
“Magic Wand” scanner for right at 
$80. The scanner will scan at 
either 300 or 600 dpi. Dick 
Eastman did a good review on the 

scanner and there were also many comments to his article.

The prices on computers and components still seem to be 
dropping. Two TB bare hard drives are barely over $100 
and multiple interface two TB external drives are under 
$150. 

At the FTM User Group meeting there were four netbooks 
in attendance. The netbook prices are now under $200 on a 
regular basis. 

And did you notice our celebrities, they seemed 
appreciative of all the copies of the Journal that were 
brought in.

There are several small blank spaces in this newsletter 
similar to the following. If anyone has some small item 
worthy of filling these holes, please send them in to the 
editor.

This space left blank for your article...
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

By 
Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

FamilySearch’s Record Search Pilot
 

At the first three meetings this year of our day study group, 
we had an ongoing discussion of marriage records. We 
began by learning about different types of marriage 
documents and then finished with an exploration of free 
online resources for marriage repositories, indexes and 
documents. At the request of one of our members, a recap 
of the websites we looked at is given here.
Imagine what genealogy research would be like if the 
massive collection of microfilmed records in the famous 
Family History Library’s Granite Mountain Records Vault 
all were digitized, indexed, and available free online. 
Genealogy hasn’t reached that point quite yet, but it’s made 
an impressive start in the form of the Record Search Pilot 
on the FamilySearch website.

To use the Pilot, go to FamilySearch, the website of the 
Family History Library, at www.familysearch.org. From 
the menu bar under the title banner, hover your cursor over 
the words “Search Records.” A drop-down menu will 
appear. Click on the words “Record Search pilot.” A new 
window will open with the title “FamilySearch Record 
Search: Discover your Ancestors.”

From this window you can search millions of indexed 
records by name, event type, year range, and location. This 
is a fast and easy way to conduct a master search of all 
records indexed so far. But if you explore a little deeper, 
you can find more.

Below the “Discover you Ancestors” search boxes is a 
little magnifying glass and the words “Search or Browse 
our record collections.” Click on the magnifying glass and 
the webpage changes to show a world map. Either click on 
a region on the map, or choose a region from the box 
below the map and click “Browse Collections.” By doing 
this, you will get a listing of all the databases that are 
online for that region. You can now browse for databases 
relevant to your specific research location. Click on a 
database title and you can search or browse that database 
individually. 

So how much is online? There are currently 419 record 
collections covering seven regions as follows:
Canada, USA and Mexico – 225 collections
Caribbean, Central, and South America – 66 collections
Europe – 112 collections

Africa – 1 collection
Asia and Middle East – 6 collections
Australia and New Zealand – 7 collections
Pacific Islands – 2 collections

The collections for North America include census, birth, 
death, marriage, church, funeral home, Freedmans Bank, 
military, probate, and tax records. The Mexican Baptisms 
collection alone contains over 44 million records dating 
from 1560-1950. The census collections cover both Canada 
and the U.S., as well as some state censuses. And the there 
are marriage record collections online for nine of the U.S. 
states.

The European collections are mostly parish records 
(baptisms, marriages and burials) covering about twenty-
five different countries.

Is it easiest just to use the master search feature from the 
first page of the Pilot? Easy? Yes. Better? Not always. A 
master search of all the databases can be a big timesaver if 
you’re working with an uncommon name. But it can also 
be a big timewaster if you are working with a common 
name that produces a lot of hits. By “browsing” the 
databases, you can focus your search on databases that are 
most likely to yield results for your ancestor. You can also 
see exactly which record collections are online and whether 
or not they are indexed. 

Now, this is a very important point – there are collections 
for which the record (i.e., document) images are all online, 
but the searchable indexes are not yet complete. And there 
are record collections for which the images are all online, 
but there are no searchable indexes available (yet) at all. 
You can find unindexed documents by “browsing”  
through the images, but you will not find them by  
“searching” the databases. Conversely, some of the online 
collections are indexes only, for which the records have not 
yet been digitized.

More records are being digitized and added to the Pilot 
every month. Thousands of volunteers around the world 
are working to create indexes that will make searching the 
collections easier. You can help by volunteering through 
Family Search Indexing at 
http://indexing.familysearch.org/newuser/nuhome.jsf. The 
indexing work is done in small batches from the 
convenience of your home computer. As an incentive to 
volunteer, I suggest that each time you find an ancestor’s 
record using the Record Search Pilot, show your 
appreciation and give back by volunteering to index one 
batch of records.

Imagine what genealogy research will be like when the 
Family History Library’s 2.4 million rolls of microfilmed 

http://indexing.familysearch.org/newuser/nuhome.jsf
http://www.familysearch.org/
mailto:librarian@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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records all are digitized, indexed, and available free online. 
The day is getting closer, thanks to FamilySearch and 
volunteers like you.

The Auburn Family History Center is located in the 
LDS Church at 1255 Bell Road, Auburn.

Hours are 
Tues &Thurs 10am-9pm, Wed & Fri 10am-5pm.

It is free and open to the public.

Medieval English Soldiers Database

Few of us are able to trace our lineages back to medieval 
times, but if you think you can, here’s a website to play 
around with: service records of 250,000 medieval English 
soldiers are online at 
http://www.icmacentre.ac.uk/soldier/database/. Searchable 
databases include the following:
Muster Roll Database, containing almost 95,000 names 
from military muster rolls for the years 1369-1453;
Protection and Attorney Database, containing over 25,000 
names taken from treaty rolls, gascon rolls and Scottish 
rolls from 1369-1453; and 
Normandy Garrison Database, containing over 128,000 
names of soldiers in the occupations of Normandy from 
1415 to 1453. 

The website is the product of a research project by 
Professor Anne Curry of the University of Southampton 
and Dr. Adrian Bell of the University of Reading. 
According to Dr. Bell, “The service records survive 
because the English exchequer had a very modern 
obsession with wanting to be sure that the government’s 
money was being spent as intended. Therefore we have the 
remarkable survival of indentures for service detailing the 
forces to be raised, muster rolls showing this service and 
naming every soldier from duke to archer.” 

Digital Library of Georgia

The Digital Library of Georgia is a gateway to Georgia’s 
history and culture, connecting users to a million digital 
objects in 110 collections from 60 institutions and 100 
government agencies. You can browse collections by topic, 
time period, county, institution, or media type. Included are 
digitized books, diaries, government documents, maps, 
newspapers, oral histories, and more. The map collection 
includes color images of Sanborn Fire Insurance maps for 
Georgia towns and cities, 1884-1922. Also featured is a 
collection of Atlanta Historic Newspapers, 1847-1922. 
Visit the Digital Library at:
 http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/?Welcome.

Digitized Book Websites 
Gena's RSS feed as copied to Dick Eastmans RSS feed. 
Originally published on:
Gena's Genealogy 
Thoughts and News from the World of Genealogy
Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Later today, I will be presenting to the High Desert 
Genealogical Society about digitized book websites and all 
that great genealogy information you can find in these 
websites.

I thought I would share the links from that talk. Check 
them out!

Digitized Book Sites

Google Books
Google Scholar
Internet Archive
Open Library
Project Gutenberg
Brigham Young Family History Archive
The Free Library
Hathi Trust
The Online Books Page
Digital Books Index

Genealogy Websites That Have Digitized Books

Heritage Quest
Ancestry
WorldVitalRecords
Genealogy Bank

Other Websites

Library of Congress American Memory
Digital Interlibrary Loan
WorldCat
Cal Cat

Retailers Who Sell Digitized Books

Amazon Kindle Store
Barnes and Noble Nook
Sony Reader Software 

The above is not a complete list of where to find digitized 
books. One additional one will be discussed at our May 
meeting by Ron Young – LuLu and there are other on-
demand publishing companies.

http://calcat.org/
http://www.worldcat.org/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/loan/illscanhome.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/index.html
http://www.genealogybank.com/gbnk/
http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/index
http://www.digitalbookindex.com/about.htm
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/
http://catalog.hathitrust.org/
http://www.thefreelibrary.com/
http://www.lib.byu.edu/fhc/index.php
http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://openlibrary.org/
http://www.archive.org/
http://scholar.google.com/
http://books.google.com/
http://www.cagenweb.com/hdgs/
http://www.cagenweb.com/hdgs/
http://philibertfamily.blogspot.com/2010/04/digitized-book-websites.html
http://ebookstore.sony.com/download/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/nook/index.asp?cds2Pid=30919
http://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html/ref=kcp_pc_mkt_lnd?docId=1000426311
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/?Welcome
http://www.icmacentre.ac.uk/soldier/database/
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Carol and Ted Berntsen
Meet your fellow members...

Members PCGS since ‘00

We are currently living in Rocklin, CA. Carol grew up in 
San Francisco, CA and worked there as a legal secretary. 
Ted grew up in Iowa and graduated from Iowa State with a 
degree in Electrical Engineering. After a stint in the Navy 
and a short time in industry on the East Coast, Ted moved 
to California. We both moved to the peninsula where we 
met and married.

Ted worked at Lockheed in Sunnyvale and we lived in 
Sunnyvale for many years before Ted retired and we 
moved to Rockl in. We currently live in Springfield at 
Whitney Oaks, an active adult community in Rocklin.

Carol is a fourth generation Californian and became 
interested in genealogy wanting to know more about her 
California forebears. Her great-great grandfather, Mathias 
Engler operated a general store in Michigan Bluff in 1861 
and her great-grandfather George Herman Cornelius was a 
prominent member of the Sonoma Turn Verein in 1879.

Ted also got interested in genealogy and we both joined the 
Santa Clara Genealogical Society and the Sacramento 
German Genealogical Society while we lived in Sunnyvale. 
Ted was fortunate to have been handed down a hand-
written autobiography by his grandfather that provided a 
wonderful head start on his genealogy. His grandfather 
Theodore Berntsen was born in Beek, Gelderland, 
Netherlands and we have traced his family back to 1656 in 
Gelderland.

We are also both about half-Irish but have met many brick 
walls in pursuing our illusive Irish ancestors. 

When we moved to Rocklin, we joined the PCGS. We are 
also members of the Rocklin Historical Society and the 
Springfield History Club. We have done research in 

California, the Family History Library in Salt Lake City 
and on several vacation trips to the Midwest and Europe. 

We are particularly pleased to be members of PCGS 
because Carol’s great-great grandfather’s connection to 
Placer County.

A few of the names we are researching: Engler, Cornelius, 
Anderson, Hinkel, Feix, Sullivan,
Berntsen, McGowan, Donelon, Miller, Finnegan, Polman, 
Van Ackeren, Haksvoort, Dappers.

Ted & Carol Berntsen

Celebrities in our Midst

Cleaning up the River, an Earth Day celebration 

Auburn residents John and Jacqui Marcella hold bags of 
debris gathered during the cleanup Saturday at the 
American River confluence, held in honor of Earth Day. 
The Marcellas were part of the PG&E team at the cleanup, 
which attracted approximately 160 volunteers.

Published on the front page of the Auburn Journal 
Sunday, April 18, 2010.
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April General Meeting
Intermediate German
Shirley Reimer

Shirley's talk on Intermediate German should have been an 
easy one to understand – I had two years of high school 
German almost 50 years ago. Shirley gave out some great 
information and since this was intermediate, a lot of it was 
very detailed. Even those without a German background or 
research need would have gained something from Shirley's 
talk.

Our new Hospitality Chairperson and her assistant with 
anxious customers waiting. 

They had “REAL” coffee which seemed to be greatly 
appreciated.

Township and Range - Public Land Survey System on 
Google Earth

Did you know that you can display Township and Range 
on Google Earth. There are also many other things you can 
do at Earth Point. There are some portions of Earth Point 
that require a subscription but many are free. Enough is 
free to seriously cut into your online genealogical research 
time. Take a look at www.earthpoint.us/Townships.aspx
Earth Point maps the United States Public Land Survey 
System onto Google Earth.  For more information about 
the land survey, Wikipedia has a good article.  You can 
read about locating parcels at Earth Point Blog. There are 
two data sets to choose from, "BLM" and "National Atlas".
BLM Township, Range, and Section: Displays townships, 
sections, and quarter-quarter sections if you zoom in close 
enough (most, but not all areas have quarter-quarter 
sections mapped).  Calculates area, centroid, and corner 
points.  You must zoom into the central or western United 
States to see the data.

You can also Convert Township, Range, and Section to 
Latitude and Longitude Enter Township and Range. 
Optionally enter Section.  Google Earth flys you there 
using BLM data.  Hint: pause for a moment after choosing 
each of the criteria.  This allows the data to be loaded into 
the drop-down boxes. And you can do the reverse, Convert 
Latitude and Longitude to Township and Section
Enter latitude and longitude.  Find the corresponding 
township and section.  The BLM database is searched first. 
If nothing is found then the National Atlas database is 
searched.  Note that the National Atlas database has only 
townships, no sections. 

http://www.earthpoint.us/Townships.aspx
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Atlas of Historical County Boundaries

Chicago’s Newberry Library has an online version of its 
Atlas of Historical County Boundaries. Originally 
published in book format, this multi-volume atlas describes 
and maps every change in the boundaries of all United 
States counties from the early 1600s to 2000. In addition, 
the Atlas compiles and maps all changes in colonial or 
territorial and state boundaries, including the evolution of 
the states, plus county name changes, unsuccessful 
proposed counties, and attachments of unorganized 
counties and non-county areas to operational counties. 
With the online version of the Atlas, choose a state, type in 
a date, and click the “Refresh Map” button to see the 
counties as they existed on that date in time. Options 
include showing the historical counties overlaying modern 
county lines.

If you’re used to consulting Thorndale and Dollarhide’s 
Map Guide to the U.S. Federal Census, you will soon learn 
to love the Atlas, as it shows all boundary changes, date-
by-date, from Colonial times to the present. Use it free 
online at http://www.newberry.org/ahcbp/index.html.

Summit County, Ohio, Memory

Summit Memory is an online scrapbook capturing the 
history of Summit County, Ohio. The website is a county-
wide collaborative project administered by the Akron-
Summit County Public Library. Of particular interest to 
genealogists is the Online Map Room which contains 
electronic images of several historical maps and atlases of 
Akron and Summit County. Visit the Summit Memory 
website at http://www.summitmemory.org/.

Victorian London

Ever wonder what life was like in Victorian London? Visit 
the Victorian Dictionary website at 
http://www.victorianlondon.org/ where you can explore 
everything London from architecture to people to words 
and expressions. The site also includes links to several 
online maps of London from1827 to 1899.

Wisconsin Genealogy Index

The Wisconsin Historical Society website at 
http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/ has online databases of 
county histories, Civil War rosters, and biographical 
articles. Also available is the Wisconsin Genealogy Index 
through which you can search for pre-1907 vital records, 
biographical sketches, obituaries, and newspaper articles.

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) 
or mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest 
mode). To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/
http://www.victorianlondon.org/
http://www.summitmemory.org/
http://www.newberry.org/ahcbp/index.html
mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – May 27, 2010, Creating a Book on Family Tree Maker and  
Publishing it on Lulu  with Ron Young 

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – June 14, 2010, Visit the Virtual Marble Orchard – 
Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – June 10, 2010 – Family Tree Maker 2010 Q&A 
with a Quick Look at Numbering Systems with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

   

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
June 1, 2010

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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