
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

June Evening Meeting
Thursday, June 24, 2010

 Eastern States Research (including New York  
City and State, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,  

Delaware and Maryland)
Kay Allen

Kay has 40 years of experience in genealogy research.  She 
is an Accredited Genealogist in Eastern States; AG test 
ready in New England and has her BA from San Jose State 
in Social Science, History and Political Science.  She has 
attended many National and Regional genealogy 
conferences.  Kay was a lecturer for the Silicon Valley 
PAF Users Group and the San Jose Regional Family 
History Center.  She has been an instructor for the LDS 
church for 35 years.

July Evening Meeting
Thursday, July 22, 2010

 Searching for Soldier Ancestors
Barbara Leak

Barbara has more than 20 years experience as a genealogy 
researcher and educator having presented genealogy and 
local history programs to audiences ranging from third-
graders to senior citizens.  A member of the Genealogical 
Speakers Guild, she has lectured at conferences and 
workshops sponsored by the National Genealogical 
Society, Federation of Genealogical Societies, California 
State Archives, and numerous libraries and societies 
through out northern California.  She is president of the 
Genealogical and Historical Council of Sacramento Valley 
and a California State Genealogical Alliance Distinguished 

Service Award recipient.  With a professional background 
in Business Administration, Barbara demonstrates a 
practical approach to research, blended with humor, in a 
presentation style that enlightens her audience.

Day Study Group Meeting
The Study Group does not meet in July and August

Monday, September 13, 2010
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

Footnote.com

Join our study group as we begin to explore the growing 
number of records available on Footnote.com. 
Footnote.com is a subscription based website providing 
genealogical and historical documents via unique 
partnerships with the National Archives, Library of 
Congress and other institutions. More than 65 million 
digitized images are online. B  arbara Leak   leads the study 
group. Visitors are welcome.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, July 8, August 12, September 9, 2010

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2010 Q&A

The FTM User Group meetings will continue our look at 
Family Tree Maker 2010 with time for questions and answers. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

No Newsletter in July and August
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THANKS to those who helped prepare the newslet-
ter for mailing in May: John & Jacqui Marcella, 
Audrey Meyers, Bob Baker, Bev Russell, Suzan 
Vander Linden, and Carmel Barry-Schweyer.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

It is time for summer vacations 
again. The FTM User Group was 
about half size this month. No 
complaints since the smaller group 
gives everyone there a chance to 
ask questions. However, with 

summer the Day Study Group takes a break in July and 
August as well as our Newsletter. The next DSG meeting is 
in September and the next Newsletter will not be published 
until September.  It is also that time of the year that we 
start anticipating the release of new updated genealogy 
software. Ancestry has indicated that they will be releasing 
Family Tree Maker for the Apple Macintosh. They indicate 
that it will be based on FTM 2010. They have also 
indicated that they are working on better integration 
between Ancestry online trees and FTM. Looks like an 
interesting summer.
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Grand Kids

1. She was in the bathroom, putting on her makeup, under 
the watchful eyes of her young granddaughter, as she'd 
done many times before. After she applied her lipstick and 
started to leave, the little one said, "But Gramma, you 
forgot to kiss the toilet paper good-bye!" I will probably 
never put lipstick on again without thinking about kissing 
the toilet paper good-bye..... 

2. My young grandson called the other day to wish me 
Happy Birthday. He asked me how old I was, and I told 
him, 62. My grandson was quiet for a moment, and then he 
asked, "Did you start at 1?" 

3. After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother 
changed into old slacks and a droopy blouse and proceeded 
to wash her hair.. As she heard the children getting more 
and more rambunctious, her patience grew thin. Finally, 
she threw a towel around her head and stormed into their 
room, putting them back to bed with stern warnings. As she 
left the room, she heard the three-year-old say with a 
trembling voice, "Who was THAT?" 

4. A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter what 
her own childhood was like: "We used to skate outside on a 
pond. I had a swing made from a tire, it hung from a tree in 
our front yard. We rode our pony. We picked wild 
raspberries in the woods." The little girl was wide-eyed, 
taking this all in. At last she said, "I sure wish I'd gotten to 
know you sooner!" 

5. My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, 
"Grandma, do you know how you and God are alike?" I 
mentally polished my halo and I said, "No, how are we 
alike?''...... "You're both old," he replied. 

6. A little girl was diligently pounding away on her 
grandfather's word processor. She told him she was writing 
a story. "What's it about?" he asked. "I don't know," she 
replied. "I can't read." 

7. I didn't know if my granddaughter had learned her 
colours yet, so I decided to test her. I would point out 
something and ask what colour it was. She would tell me 
and was always correct. It was fun for me, so I continued. 
At last, she headed for the door, saying, "Grandma, I think 
you should try to figure out some of these, yourself!" 

8. When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation 
cabin, we kept the lights off until we were inside to keep 
from attracting pesky insects. Still, a few fireflies followed 
us in. Noticing them before I did, Billy whispered, "It's no 
use Grandpa. Now the mosquitoes are coming after us with 
flashlights." 

9. When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly 
replied, "I'm not sure..." "Look in your underwear, 
Grandpa," he advised, "mine says I'm 4 to 6." 

10. A second grader came home from school and said to 
her grandmother, "Grandma, guess what? We learned how 
to make babies today." The grandmother, more than a little 
surprised, tried to keep her cool.. "That's interesting," she 
said, "how do you make babies?" "It's simple," replied the 
girl. "You just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'."

11. Children's Logic: "Give me a sentence about a public 
servant," said a teacher. The small boy wrote: "The fireman 
came down the ladder pregnant." The teacher took the lad 
aside to correct him. "Don't you know what pregnant 
means?" she asked. "Sure," said the young boy confidently. 
"It means carrying a child."

12. A grandfather was delivering his grandchildren to their 
home one day when a fire truck zoomed past. Sitting in the 
front seat of the fire truck was a Dalmatian dog. The 
children started discussing the dog's duties. "They use him 
to keep crowds back," said one child. "No," said another. 
"He's just for good luck." A third child brought the 
argument to a close."They use the dogs," she said firmly, 
"to find the fire hydrants."

13. A 6-year-old was asked where his grandma lived. "Oh," 
he said, "she lives at the airport, and when we want her, we 
just go get her. Then, when we're done having her visit, we 
take her back to the airport."

14. Grandpa is the smartest man on earth! He teaches me 
good good things, but I don't get to see him enough to get 
as smart as him! 

15. My Grandparents are funny, when they bend over you 
hear gas leaks, and they blame their dog.
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Mary Ann Unruh (nee Yansen)
(1946 – 2010)

 
Mary Ann was born in Firmin Deslodge Hospital in St. 
Louis, Missouri, May 4, 1946, at 2:43 pm to Ruth Agnes 
(nee Burns) and Charles Arthur Yansen. Mary Ann was the 
first of five children born to Ruth and Charles. Charles was 
in the Air Force and the children were all born in different 
areas of the country. Mary Ann being the oldest was able to 
see a lot of the country as well as time in England as her 
father was transferred to different Air Force bases. Mary 
Ann graduated from Lakewood High School, in Lakewood, 
California, attending the school only her last year, after her 
father retired from the Air Force. She attended Long Beach 
City College after high school. 

Mary Ann met her future husband at the local CYO church 
organization. Mary Ann and Gerald were married February 
17, 1968, in St. Pancratius Catholic Church, Lakewood, 
California. The two of them enjoyed forty-two years of 
marriage having two children, a son and a daughter. They 
moved from Southern California to Loomis in the summer 
of 1977 where they raised their two children and two 
grandchildren. Mary Ann was deeply involved with her 
grandson and granddaughter and they were the joy of her 
life. 

Mary Ann was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer on 
October 29, 2009. The cancer was vicious and ravished her 
body but Mary Ann's mind was active and aware until the 
end. Mary Ann had many family and friends visit and she 
recognized and knew everyone. Some of her cousins who 
came had not seen her for many years but Mary Ann was 
still able to relate to them and remember the times enjoyed 
with them. Mary Ann's sister and brother and their families 

were also able to visit with her. Mary Ann was also able to 
catch up with many other relatives through the Internet. 
Mary Ann also was appreciative of the cards and letters 
that she received. It saddened her not to be able to respond 
to each and every one of them. Family and friends were 
very important to Mary Ann. 

Mary Ann passed away at her home in Loomis at 2:27 am 
the morning of May 18, 2010, with her husband, daughter 
and grandchildren attending. She survived six months and 
nineteen days after her diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. 
Mary Ann insisted that she was never in any real pain and 
did not take any pain medications until day before and the 
morning of her passing and then only for anxiety and the 
panic she felt. She was fully aware of her situation and 
apologetic to her family. Mary Ann was preceded in death 
by her parents, Charles Arthur and Ruth Agnes (nee Burns) 
Yansen and two of her younger sisters, Rose Cecelia 
Brandt and Virginia Charlene Brown. Mary Ann is 
survived by her husband of forty-two years, Gerald, her 
son Gerald Jr. of Mesa, Arizona, her daughter Carrie Fox 
of Loomis, two grandchildren Austin and Samantha Fox of 
Loomis, one sister Angela White and family of Foley, 
Alabama, and her brother Andrew Yansen and family of 
Lake Elsinore, California, as well as many nieces, 
nephews, grand nieces and nephews and other relatives. 

Her brother was able to express his and our feelings with 
the following: My oldest sister Mary Ann passed away this 
morning from pancreatic cancer. She was an independent 
soul who did not get caught up in fads or materialism. She 
had a lot of love for her family. She never forgot a 
birthday. Mary Ann please say hi to Mom, Dad, Rosie, and 
Virginia for me and I will see you all on the other side. 
Good bye Mary Ann we love you. 
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Albert Clinton Hughes
(1935 – 2010)

Born May 18, 1935 in 
Las Vegas Nevada, 
Albert Clinton "Clint" 
Hughes passed away 
May 28, 2010 at his 
home in Weimar at the 
age of 75 after a long 
illness. Clint moved to 
Weimar with his parents 
in 1943 and continued to 
live most of his life in 
the area. He graduated 
from Placer High School 
and attended Sierra 
College and UC 

Berkeley. Clint was a civil engineer for CalTrans and had a 
private engineering-surveying business in the 70's. He was 
a great handyman and loved being outdoors, especially 
hiking in the Sierra's. He had an interest in genealogy in his 
later years. He was preceded in death by his parents Walter 
and Lillian Hughes. He is survived by his wife of 43 years, 
Diane, and two children, Michele Edelmuth (Will) and 
Corey Hughes (Ana), three grandchildren, Caitlin, Lauren 
and Andre and a cousin Dulcie Salhlberg of Mill Creek, 
Washington. Memorial service was Wednesday, June 9, 
2010 at 11 a.m. at the Colfax United Methodist Church, 59 
W. Church St. in Colfax, reception immediately following. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to 
Del Oro Care giver Resource Center, 5725 Marconi Ave., 
Suite D, Carmichael, CA 95608 or to your favorite charity. 
Arrangements entrusted to Chapel of the Hills.

Eunice Roberts
(1925 - 2010)

Eunice was born a child of God to Emmit and Gerda Roley 
of Warren, Minnesota, on March 31st, 1925. She was the 
third child of eight. She was a loving wife, married to Earl 
Roberts on December 10th, 1954. A caring and loving 
mother of four children, Sarrann, Earl (Rob), Mark, and 
Dawna. She raised her family in Southern California and 
moved to Northern California to spend her retirement years 
in the Sierra Nevada mountains. Eunice was a grandmother 
of ten grandchildren and a great grandmother of three. She 
was a member of the Auburn Presbyterian Church, whom 
she considered her church family. A loving friend to all 
who knew her, she celebrated life with a loving heart. She 
shared so much and touched the lives of so many 
throughout her 85 years of life. She has now found her 
place in heaven with the Lord she loved so much.
Services were held at the Auburn Presbyterian Church, on 
Sunday, May 30, 2010, at 3pm.

May General Meeting
Creating a Book on Family Tree Maker and Publishing it  
on Lulu
Ron & Donna Young

Ron & Donna were doing double duty – speakers as well 
as hospitality. We again had real coffee – both decaf as 
well as regular. The handout for the presentation was 
excellent as was the presentation itself. Also the books that 
they had published on Lulu were equally impressive. 

The presentation also led to some good questions at the 
FTM User Group meeting. It was unfortunate that Ron and 
Donna were out of town – I am not sure which genealogy 
conference that they were attending – I thought that is 
where they indicated they were going.

File Cabinet Donation

Suzan and Kent Vander Linden donated a two drawer file 
cabinet to PCGS. It came at the right time, the board had 
run out of storage in the existing four drawer and two 
drawer file cabinets at the Carnegie Library.



PLACER TRAILS June 2010 Vol. 31 No. 6 - 6 -
Free Software: RootMagic Essentials
RootsMagic, one of the top-rated, award-winning 
genealogy software programs, now offers a free version of 
the program, RootsMagic Essentials.  RootsMagic 
Essentials contains many of the core features of the full-
version program, including unlimited capacity, multimedia 
support, reports galore, source templates, data clean-up 
tools, and unicode support (for international characters 
sets). RootsMagic is generally regarded as the best 
program for handling very large databases. It’s easy to use 
and can import your data directly from Family Tree Maker, 
PAF, Legacy, Family Origins, or a GEDCOM file. If you 
are just getting started in genealogy, RootsMagic Essentials 
is an excellent no-cost option for computerizing you family 
tree. Or, if you are dissatisfied with your current software, 
give this free version a trial run to see if RootsMagic better 
suits your needs. For more information and to download 
the program, visit http://www.rootsmagic.com/. 
RootsMagic Essentials runs on Windows 7/Vista/XP/2000.

Maps of Western Virginia
History maps of several counties in western Virginia are 
available for purchase from The History Museum of 
Western Virginia. The maps show historical events, creeks, 
churches, and names of early settlers. They are available 
for the following ten counties: Augusta, Bedford, 
Botetourt, Fincastle, Franklin, Montgomery, Pulaski, 
Rockbridge, Roanoke, and Wythe. Also available are a 
perspective map of the city of Roanoke, maps of original 
land owners for the Benjamin Borden Land Grant 
(Rockbridge County), the Beverly Patent (Augusta County) 
and Roanoke County, and a map showing Roanoke County 
farms. Previews of the maps and ordering information are 
available under the “Publications” menu on the museum’s 
website at http://www.history-museum.org. 

California Information File
The California Information File is regarded as one of the 
most important research tools for California history and 
biography. The original card file was begun in the early 
1900’s by staff members of the California History Section 
of the California State Library. It contains over 720,000 
cards with some 1.4 million references to information in 
California newspapers, periodicals, county histories, and 
biographical encyclopedias, as well as the California 
Section's manuscript collections and vertical files. Material 
cited dates from the 1840’s to 1985. The card file was 
closed in 1985, and the citation cards were reproduced on 
microfiche, which is available for research at other 
libraries. Since 1985, the file has been continued as an 
online database of over 50,000 records. References are 
added regularly from newspapers, periodicals, books, 
manuscript collections, vertical files, and other parts of the 
collection. 

Microfiche of the original California Information File is 
available locally in Placer County at the Auburn LDS 
Family History Center, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn. The 
California Information File II online database is searchable 
via the State Library’s website at 
http://www.library.ca.gov/calhist/uniqueindexes.html.

Nevada County Newspaper Index, 1860s 
If your ancestors lived in or near Nevada County or they 
are missing in the California gold country, visit the Nevada 
County Genealogical Society’s website and search their 
online index, 1860s Nevada County Newspapers Vital  
Records Index. The index contains information on births, 
deaths, marriages, divorces, probates, and naturalizations 
from the following eight early Nevada County newspapers:

• Nevada (Grass Valley) National, 1859-1865
• Grass Valley Union, 1865-1869
• Hydraulic Press, 1858-1861
• Meadow Lake Weekly, 1866-1867
• Nevada Daily Gazette, 1864-1869
• Nevada Democrat, 1860-1862
• Nevada Journal, 1860-1863
• Morning Transcript/Nevada Daily Transcript, 
1860-1870

Also online is the Hooper Weaver Mortuary Records  
Index 1940-1955, containing information abstracted from 
the funeral home records including names, dates and places 
of birth, dates of death, and names of parents.

To search these indexes, visit the Nevada County 
Genealogical Society at 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cancgs/. 

New Ancestry.com Wiki Includes the Redbook and the 
Source
Ancestry.com recently launched a beta version of its new 
Ancestry.com Wiki. A wiki is a website of information 
articles that can be edited, updated or added to by anyone, 
thereby tapping into the strengths, experience and 
knowledge base of a community. (The best-known 
example is the website Wikipedia.) Ancestry.com has 
formed the foundation of its wiki with content from two 
well-known genealogy reference works, The Source and 
The Redbook.

The Source: A Guidebook to American Genealogy has 
been called the bible of genealogy. Focusing mainly on 
record types and methodology, it is arguably the most 
complete and in-depth “how-to” book on American 
genealogy and record sources ever published. For the wiki, 
this book has been broken down into easy-to-read articles 
covering topics such as census records, military records, 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cancgs/
http://www.library.ca.gov/calhist/uniqueindexes.html
http://www.history-museum.org/
http://www.rootsmagic.com/
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immigration records, African American research, Jewish 
American research, and much, much more.

The Redbook: American, State, County, and Town 
Sources offers an in-depth look at what records are 
available for each state and where to find them. For the 
wiki, this book has been broken down into easy-to-use 
sections, which include state-by-state summaries of 
available records, extensive tables of county resources, 
maps, and more. The Redbook has always been of 
particular use to New England researchers for its coverage 
of town records, in addition to county records.  

The Ancestry.com Wiki will continue to add content from 
other books and articles to which Ancestry.com holds 
electronic publishing rights. Individual users can also write 
and add new articles, as well as updated or corrected 
information. If a user makes a change, he/she includes 
reasons for the change. Each article has a discussion page 
where questionable information can be scrutinized and 
resolved.

The Ancestry.com Wiki is free for anyone to use. You do 
not need a subscription to Ancestry.com to access it. 
Although it is still in beta—meaning all the bells and 
whistles are not yet in place and there may still be some 
bugs to work out—the Wiki is online and ready for you to 
use at http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?
title=Main_Page. It can also be accessed via the “Learning 
Center” drop-down menu at www.ancestry.com.        

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) 
or mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest 
mode). To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=Main_Page
http://www.ancestry.com/wiki/index.php?title=Main_Page
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – June 24, 2010, Eastern States Research with Kay Allen 
 – July 22, 2010, – Searching for Soldier Ancestors with Barbara Leak 

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – September 13, 2010, Footnote – Barbara Leak leads the 
Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – July 8, August 12, September 9, 2010 – Family 
Tree Maker 2010 Q&A  with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

   

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
September 1, 2010

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
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