
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

November Evening Meeting
Monday, November 22, 2010

 Member Sharing, Birthday Party 
& Elections

Bring an item you have from an ancestor and talk about it. 
Or if you don’t have an item you can share a story about 
your research successes or talk about your ancestor. We 
will have a celebration for 30 years of our society. Please 
join us for cake and a brief recap of our Society's history. 
We will have a brief business meeting with election of 
officers for next year. 

Day Study Group Meeting

Monday, January 17, 2011
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library
Note: In January, our study group meets one week later  

than usual (third Monday).

Google Books

Histories, genealogies, government works, and more—
we’ll explore the treasure trove of publications available 
free on Google Books. 

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, December 9, 2010
Thursday, January 13, 2011
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

The New Family Tree Maker 2011 Q&A

The FTM User Group meetings will continue our look at the 
recently released Family Tree Maker 2011 with time for 
questions and answers.   

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in October: Audrey 
Meyers, Bev Russell, Suzan Vander Linden, 
Carmel Barry-Schweyer, John Knox, and John & 
Jacqui Marcella.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Genealogical & Historical 
Council of Sacramento Valley, 
more commonly known to member 
organizations as “The Council” 
was formed in the fall of 1988, and 
is comprised of individuals and 

organizations working together to exchange information, 
coordinate calendar events, avoid duplication of group 
projects, and encourage the preservation and accessibility 
of records of genealogical and historical value. The 
Council has a web site at www.sacvalleygenes.net and has 
had a long term calendar available for a number of years. 
The long term calendar typically has major events such as 
our How to Begin Seminar but doesn't contain normal 
meetings.

The council has just added a new events calendar and 
member organizations have the ability to add all of our 
meetings and events. After reaching the Councils web site, 
look at “Upcoming Events” and then “Meetings & Events 
Calendar”. There are many options available including a 
larger calendar. You may go directly to the larger calendar 
at www.sacvalleygenes.net/webcalendar 

There are a lot of interesting meetings already listed and as 
the member organizations become accustomed to adding 
and editing the calendar it will become very useful. Even if 
you are unable to attend another society's meeting, if there 
is a speaker you would like to hear make the suggestion to 
our program chairperson or one of our board members.

It is time for membership renewal and we are asking that 
you fill out a membership form even if you feel none of 
your information has changed. The membership form is in 
this edition and will be in the next three newsletters as well 
as being available at the meetings. 

At the Council meeting all of those present had the same 
comments on finding personal willing to volunteer for 
officer positions. It appears that one of the organizations 
will be disbanding due to lack of volunteers and a 
corresponding reduction in meeting attendance. We 
currently have several vacant chairperson positions and our 
officers have served for many years. I have been president 
for the last seven years. At some point I am sure that the 
membership will tire of my smiling face.
 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

By 
Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

Whose Line is It Anyway?

PCGS member Pamela Dallas is a well-known and 
frequent speaker at genealogy meetings and seminars in 
northern California. Her presentations are accompanied by 
carefully crafted handouts. They are called “handouts” for 
a reason. They are intended to be printed and handed out to 
persons attending her lectures. Imagine her surprise when 
she recently found one of her handouts posted, in its 
entirety, on the website of a genealogical society to whom 
she spoke two years ago. Does she have a right to feel 
violated? Absolutely! The society violated her copyright. 
You might say they stole her line.

Copyright is an intangible property right granted by law to 
authors of “original works of authorship.” It protects 
creative expression in literary, dramatic, musical, artistic, 
and certain other intellectual works. Basically, copyright 
gives the author, artist or copyright owner the exclusive  
right to do, or authorize others to do, the following: 
1) reproduce the work,
2) prepare derivative works,
3) distribute copies of the work,
4) perform the work publicly, and
5) display the work publicly.

Pamela gave the offending society permission to 
photocopy (reproduce) and hand out (distribute) her 
handout to persons attending the meeting where she 
presented her lecture. She did not authorize them to 
reproduce and distribute/display her work online.

Copyright belongs to the creator of the work. A genealogy 
lecturer, like Pamela, owns the copyright to her handout; 
she owns the copyright to any original content in her visual 
aids, such as text and design elements used in her slide 
show; she owns the copyright to her lecture provided it has 
been placed in a fixed or tangible form, such as being 
recorded or written down. The “creative expression” being 
placed in a fixed or tangible form is a requirement of 
copyright. Therefore, a presentation that is given “off the 
cuff” is not copyrighted—unless it is recorded or a 
transcript created. (And for this reason, many speakers tape 
record their lectures.)

You may not be a lecturer, but as a genealogist you may 
have created copyrighted material and you certainly have 

used materials under copyright by others. There are many 
ways that copyright law applies to genealogy.
 
Facts can not be copyrighted, but the creative expression 
conveying those facts can. This means that all of your 
carefully researched names, dates, places and relationships 
are up for grabs, to be repeated, displayed, published and 
distributed at will by anyone. Pedigree charts, family group 
sheets and online trees that convey genealogical facts only 
are not copyrightable. However, if you write a family 
history—I mean actually write it, using narrative text—that 
is copyrightable. You own the copyright to what you write. 
If someone else reprints it or puts it online—word for word 
as you wrote it—they infringe on your copyright. But the 
underlying facts are still public domain. This means that 
someone could pull all the names, dates, places and 
relationships from your carefully written narrative and 
reword them into their own narrative or publish them in an 
online family tree without infringing on your copyright.

Suppose you enter some facts into your genealogy software 
and automatically generate a narrative report which you 
then print as a book? Is your book protected by copyright? 
Probably not—not if someone else could enter the same 
facts into the same software and generate the same 
narrative. If the narrative is generated by your software, 
and is not your original creative expression, then you’d 
probably have a hard time defending a copyright claim.

Let’s go back to those online trees for a minute. They’re 
just facts, and therefore not copyrightable, so can you 
freely download a gedcom file of someone else’s online 
tree and upload it again under your own name, right? Not 
so fast! Yes, you can repeat the facts without violating 
copyright, but does the file include any notes or 
annotations written by the original compiler? Repeating 
those is a copyright infringement. 
 
Then we have photographs. The copyright to a photograph 
belongs to the photographer, not to the owner of the photo 
or negative. (Think of it as a book. The copyright to a book 
belongs to the author, not to someone who owns a copy of 
the book.) If you took the photo, you can put it in your 
book or on your website and, legally, no one else should 
copy it without your permission. If you did not take the 
photo, before you use it you should obtain permission from 
the person who did.    

Websites are protected by copyright. The website’s design
—the color scheme, use of graphics, layout and 
arrangement of material on the site—is creative expression. 
The website designer owns the copyright. That being said, 
a website may contain material that is public domain or is 
under copyright by someone else. 

mailto:librarian@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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Email also is protected by copyright. Easy as it is to hit the 
“forward” button and send someone’s email on to others, 
technically, doing so is a copyright infringement. This 
applies not only to private email, but also to messages 
posted on public mailing lists and message boards.

Newspapers are under copyright. Most news items are 
written by staff writers under a provision of the copyright 
law known as “work made for hire.” Under the work-for-
hire rules, copyright to such newspaper articles belong to 
the newspaper, not the writer. Do you want to reprint an 
obituary in your genealogy compilation? Better contact the 
newspaper office and ask permission first.

If you hire a professional researcher—or use a volunteer 
one, for that matter—can you publish the research report? 
After all, you commissioned the work, so it’s a work-for-
hire, right? Sorry, no. The work-for-hire rules are very 
narrow and specific. Generally, work commissioned under 
contract does not qualify. Copyright to a research report 
belongs to the researcher who wrote it, not to the client 
who commissioned the work. If you want to publish the 
research findings, rewrite it in you own words. If you hire a 
professional to write your family history for you, make 
sure your publication rights are agreed on and stated in 
your contract before the work begins.       

Can you ever use anything created by someone else? Yes, 
you can freely use material that is in the public domain. 
Public domain works are not under copyright and can be 
published by anyone. Materials on which copyright has 
expired are public domain. Most federal government works 
are public domain. 

Copyright law also allows us to copy and/or quote small 
portions or short passages of copyrighted material under 
the “fair use” provision of the law. We’ll discuss “fair use” 
in a later newsletter.

You can use copyrighted material with permission from the 
copyright owner, but only in ways that the owner permits. 
Permission must be obtained in writing.

How long does copyright last? U.S. copyright laws have 
changed, making for a complicated answer to that question, 
but here are some general rules:

Anything published before 1923 is in the public domain. 
“Published” means reproduced and distributed or displayed 
to the public. It includes making and distributing 
photocopies. It includes placing on the Internet.

Anything published before 1978 without a copyright notice 
is in the public domain.

Anything published between 1923 and 1977 with a 
copyright notice may or may not still be under copyright. 
The rules here get complicated with copyright durations 
lasting from 28 to 95 years. Check out the websites at the 
end of this article for more information. 

Anything created before 1978 and first published between 
1978 and 2002 is under copyright for the life of the author 
plus 70 years or until the year 2048, whichever is greater. 
Copyright notice is not required.

Anything created before 1978 and remaining unpublished 
as of 2002 is under copyright for the life of the author plus 
70 years. This includes manuscripts such as old letters and 
diaries.

Anything created after 1977 is under copyright for the life 
of the author plus 70 years. Publication and copyright 
notice are not required. Works made for hire and 
anonymous works are under copyright for 95 years from 
first publication or 120 years from creation, which is 
shorter. 

Whose line is it anyway? It belongs to the person who 
wrote it. For more information on copyright, visit the 
following websites:

California State Genealogical Alliance
http://csga.com/ 

Copy Right, Copy Sense
http://www.pddoc.com/copyright/index.html 

Copyright Website
http://www.benedict.com/Default.aspx

United States Copyright Office
http://www.copyright.gov/ 

Family History Center Holiday Closure

The Auburn and Sacramento Family History Centers will 
be closed Thanksgiving week, November 21-27, and the 
two weeks of Christmas and New Years, December 19 – 
January 1. 

Did you know? The Sacramento Regional Family 
History Center has over 20,000 books, including an 
INCREDIBLE COLLETION on Germany. The 
Center is located at 2745 Eastern Avenue, 
Sacramento. Visit their website at 
http://www.familyhistorycenter.info/.  

 

http://www.familyhistorycenter.info/
http://www.copyright.gov/
http://www.benedict.com/Default.aspx
http://www.pddoc.com/copyright/index.html
http://csga.com/
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Upcoming General Meetings

January 27, 2011 – Creating a Simple Web Site – Jerry 
Unruh

Jerry will talk about building a simple web site for your 
genealogy and the reasons for building a web site.

We are repeating the meeting schedule for next year!!!
The following is currently the schedule for our meetings in 
2011. 

We were unable to get all of the dates that we normally 
have. The January Day Study group is on the third Monday 
rather than the second Monday. This hopefully will not be 
a problem for anyone. We may have to reschedule if there 
is a problem for Barbara and we can not find someone to 
fill in for that one Day Study Group Meeting. The Day 
Study Group meets from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon in the 
Beecher Room in the Auburn Library. The normal day is 
the second Monday and the DSG does not meet in July, 
August, and December.

The November/December General Meeting is usually the 
Monday prior to Thanksgiving since Thanksgiving seems 
to fall on the fourth Thursday. For 2011 the 
November/December General Meeting will be the Monday 
after Thanksgiving. General meetings are held the fourth 
Thursday of the month in the Beecher Room in the Auburn 
Library from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Doors will be open at 
6:30 PM.

Members are welcome to attend Board Meetings, we 
would just like to know ahead of time due to the small 
room size. Please notify any Board Member if you would 
like to attend.

October General Meeting

This Ol’ House Documenting Where Your Family Lived 
Glenda Lloyd

Glenda spoke on doing the genealogy of your house or the 
house of a relative. Who lived there and for how long? 
What structural changes were made? Has any historical 
event occurred there? Searching the history of a church or 
other historic building. The steps of research are similar to 
that of seeking the names of your ancestors in many cases.

01/27/11 01/17/11 01/13/11 01/19/11
02/24/11 02/14/11 02/10/11 02/16/11
03/24/11 03/14/11 03/10/11 03/16/11
04/28/11 04/11/11 04/14/11 04/20/11
05/26/11 05/09/11 05/12/11 05/18/11
06/23/11 06/13/11 06/09/11 06/15/11
07/28/11 07/14/11  
08/25/11 08/11/11  
09/22/11 09/12/11 09/08/11 09/14/11
10/27/11 10/10/11 10/13/11 10/19/11
11/28/11 11/14/11 11/10/11 11/16/11

12/08/11
How to Begin Seminar (8:30 - 4:00) 03/19/11

General 
Meeting

Day Study 
Group

FTM User 
Group

Board 
Meeting
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Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) 
or mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest 
mode). To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

TerraServer-USA is Now MSR Maps

Microsoft’s free, public access data store of maps and 
aerial photographs of the United States, formerly 
known as TerraServer-USA, has been renamed MSR 
Maps. The new name is short for Microsoft Research 
Maps. The site has also relocated to a new URL at 
http://msrmaps.com Please update your bookmarks.

Headlines – Genealogical Group Schedules Meeting

Below is the first newsletter from the Auburn Historical 
Genealogical Society (Auburn H.A.G.S.) and the 
newspaper announcement about the first meeting. The 
name of the society was changed in 1982 to our current 
Placer County Genealogical Society along with a change in 
the newsletter name to Placer Trails. 

We have now been meeting in our original location for the 
past 30 years. 

Why is it?

Just as you are hot on the trail of an ancestor, it's always 
time for the library to close?

Genealogy

Genealogy begins as an interest,
Becomes a hobby;

Continues as an avocation,
Takes over as an obsession,

And in its last stages, 
Is an incurable disease.

http://msrmaps.com/
mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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 Two Newsletter Delivery Options Available

Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate. 
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be  
mailed to you. 

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper  
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list when 
each new issue of the newsletter is published. The notice will 
include a link to the newsletter file, which you can download 
or view online. The electronic version of the newsletter is 
published in PDF format and can be viewed using the free 
Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read your newsletter 
on paper, but want to take advantage of the lower dues rate, 
you can print out the newsletter from your computer at 
home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be 
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies 
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep the 
registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

  ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:   $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter 
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's 
newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing 
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in 
attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family. (File Version: November 2010)

Our PCGS member list is made available to our membership.
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – October 28, 2010, This Ol’ House - Documenting Where Your  
Family Lived with Glenda Lloyd 

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – January 17, 2011, Google Books – Barbara Leak leads the 
Day Study Group. January DSG will meet on the Third Monday.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – December 9, 2010; January, 13, 2011  –  Family 
Tree Maker 2011  with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

   

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
January 1, 2011

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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