
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

April Evening Meeting
Thursday, April 28, 2011

 Land Records
What's the Dirt in Your Family?

Glenda Lloyd

Glenda Gardner Lloyd is a 4th generation Californian.  She 
grew up on a cattle ranch in northeastern California and 
attended a one-room country school.  She received her BA 
from the University of California, Santa Barbara and her 
MA from California  State University, Sacramento.  She 
taught elementary school and worked as a reading 
specialist for 38 years.  Glenda helped organize and served 
as the first president of Root Cellar, Sacramento 
Genealogical Society.  She taught genealogy classes 
through San Juan Adult Education for 25 years.   She 
participates in local seminars for the California State 
Archives, the Regional Family History Center, the 
Sacramento City Library, and does workshops for many 
local societies.  She has lectured for the Salt Lake Institute. 
Genealogy is her hobby and her passion which she hopes to 
share with all of you.

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, May 9, 2011
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome.
Requests for specific topics are appreciated. The topic for 
the May DSG has yet to be determined.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, May 12, 2011
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2011

The FTM User Group meeting will look at Family Tree 
Maker 2011 with time for questions and answers on any 
version.   

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in March: Bob Baker, 
Audrey Meyers, John Knox, Bev Russell, Suzan 
Vander Linden, Carmel Barry-Schweyer, and John 
& Jacqui Marcella.

mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

If you haven't renewed your 
membership for 2011 you 
probably may not be reading this 
newsletter. The society continues 
sending newsletters and notices for 
the first quarter of the year. We 

have just finished cleaning out those people who did not 
renew for 2011. The last item yet to be done is to delete 
any references to your research, e-mail address, and web 
site on our member page. 

Joyce House received the following message:

Hello Joyce,
I am the daughter of Dorothy Thomsson who was a 
member in the early 80's.
Dorothy passed away this morning 3-27 just two 
weeks after her 96th birthday.
She had many friends in your group and I would 
appreciate it if you would share this news with 
your membership.

No services are planned.
Sincerely,
Pat Henegar

Although Dorothy rarely attended our meetings she 
maintained her membership. Dorothy was president in 
1982. As Pat indicated there was no service or obituary but 
hopefully by next month we will be able to publish our 
own remembrances.

We have a lot of white space in the newsletter this month. 
Some of our normal contributors were apparently unable to 
make their submissions this month. We would like to 
continue our “Meet Your Fellow Member” articles this 
year. Please see Bob Baker if you would like to contribute 
to this effort. 

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
VOICE MAIL (866) 894-2076

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
President........................................................Jerry Unruh
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Past President .............................................Barbara Leak
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Upcoming General Meetings

May – September:  unscheduled *

October 25: Cath Trindle - "Wills, Estates and 
Guardianships" 

*Requests for topics should be forwarded to any member 
of the Board or Joyce House.

Members are welcome to attend Board Meetings, we 
would just like to know ahead of time due to the small 
room size. Please notify any Board Member if you would 
like to attend.

Additionally after the Board Meeting, several members get 
together at Sizzler Restaurants, 13570 Lincoln Way, 
Auburn, for lunch and then preparing the newsletter for 
mailing. We meet between 12:15 PM and 12:30 PM for 
lunch and do the newsletters after. 

March General Meeting

Our March General Meeting had a similar problem to the 
February meeting and our HTB Seminar. We did have a 
reasonable turnout even with the weather but our scheduled 
speaker, Lynn Brown, was forced to cancel. We also had 
several members who were unable to attend due to the 
snow. Living in the flatland I guess I don't understand 
about a couple of feet of snow or so blocking your 
driveway and local roads and this wasn't even during 
winter which ended the previous Sunday. Lynn's 
presentation will be rescheduled.  

Vi Parsons

We were able to get Vi Parsons to do her talk on Where  
There's a Will-There's a Probate. 

Even with the bad weather we actually had a good turnout 
considering everything. 

Another view of the audience.

Back table where a lot of the work happens.

Door Prizes

Everyone who comes to our General Meeting receives two 
tickets for our door prizes. If you are wearing your PCGS 
badge you receive an extra ticket. There is no charge for 
the tickets and we will usually have at least three door 
prizes. Donations to our Library Book Fund are 
appreciated.
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How to Begin Seminar

Our annual Tracing Your Family Tree, How to Begin  
Seminar filled up quite quickly this year. We had to close 
the reservations two weeks prior to the seminar. 

Our new HTB banner outside the Auburn Library. 

As you can hopefully see from the above picture, it was a 
little wet. It was actually snowing in Colfax and Grass 
Valley and some people who had planned on attending 
were forced to cancel. Having the seminar on the last day 
of winter is usually not a problem. Even with a few 
cancellations we still had a full house. 

Some of those attending the How to Begin Seminar

Those that are unable to attend, we hope to see you at next 
year's seminar. We will not have a date until mid October 
when we are able to make the Library reservation. We will 
announce the date in the October Placer Trails.

A view from the rear of the room

Barbara Leak during one of the lectures 
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Backups

You will find that it is recommended by almost everyone 
with a blog other forum that you perform a backup of your 
data – for us our genealogy database at least once a month. 
It is also advised that you store a copy off site somewhere 
that is not located the same place as your computer. With 
the price of hard disc drives, there is probably no reason to 
perform a backup more often (at least locally). The prices 
this week are well under $100 for a 2 TB external USB 
drive. I currently have two on my main computer. There 
are many many backup software packages available from 
$0 to way too expensive. I currently use one that sells for 
$35. It seems like a small price to pay for backup 
protection that it provides. 

I purchased the software since it had two features that I felt 
I wanted over what they had with the free version. There 
are several additional features but the two I was interested 
in is that the paid version will backup open/locked files and 
also includes versioning. I have set the software to perform 
backups to my second internal hard disc at noon everyday. 
Additionally it makes a backup to an external USB drive 
every four hours. It only copies files that have changed so 
after the initial backup the copy goes pretty fast. The 
software is set to keep the last 20 copies of the changed 
file, although I have it only keeping them for 100 days. I 
am assuming that anything older than 100 days is past my 
ability to remember why I would need more than the last 
copy. I regularly provide my relatives a copy of my 
genealogy database. I do this by keeping a copy of it on my 
web site. There are multiple free sites that allow you to 
keep 2 to 5 GB of data on their servers. I do always 
password encrypt my files before posting them. 

PCGS FHC Favorites

We have had several good comments on the PCGS 
Favorites list. It appears that it has been successful. We 
appreciate the good comments and would also like to keep 
the list up to date. Web sites change with a remarkable 
regularity and they also come and go. It would seem that a 
couple of sites on the list are no longer being updated and 
could be deleted for the time being. If you see changes that 
should be made to the list, please let us know at 
website@pcgs.pcgenes.com The web page is available at: 
http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/PCGS_Favorites.html
Again there is no intention to generate a list like Cyndi's 
List but rather just a short list of local sites and resources. 
You are welcome to use the list, which is what we 
recommend or at the bottom of the web page you can 
download a zip file of the favorites and unzip them into 
your favorites folder or you may also import the 
PCGS_Favorites.html file into your favorites. 

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) 
or mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest 
mode). To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/PCGS_Favorites.html
mailto:website@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/PCGS_Favorites.html
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Online Databases

Every so often at a meeting I ask how many people subscribe to Ancestry.com. Ancestry seems to be the main online 
service to which most of us subscribe. I subscribe to an additional couple of services one of which is specialized to a 
particular area and religion. It is is a database of Low-German Mennonite ancestry. The Family History Centers, now 
called FamilySearch Centers subscribe to several premium database sites. If you are possibily interested in subscribing to 
one of these premium sites you may wish to visit the local FHC (old people change slowly) and try out the premium site 
before subscribing. My family are late comers to the US and so looking at Footnote, although a great site, just does not 
have anything for me at the present but I do occaisionaly check out their site at the Auburn FHC. 

There are two other web sites that I use on a regular basis that are very useful. The first one is familysearch.org which is 
the main LDS genealogical web site with a very very large number of databases. The second one is findagrave.com which 
has a very large database of cemeteries. 
The following announcement was written by FamilySearch:

Got Ancestors from Costa Rica, England, India, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, Spain, or the U.S.? 

The latest free collection updates might just have what you're seeking!

What a grab bag of records added this week! Let's see—for its online patrons' free viewing pleasure, internationally, 
FamilySearch added church records from Costa Rico and Mexico, Bishop's Transcripts and Poor Law records from 
England, Hindu pilgrimage records from India, municipal records from Spain, and civil registrations from Nicaragua 
and Peru. In the U.S., those with Arkansas and Oklahoma ancestors are going to have a proverbial field trip with the 
500,000 new county marriage records added—and the indexes are linked to the original images! Additional records 
were also added for Maine and Texas. See the table below for details. You can search all of the record collections now 
for free at FamilySearch.org.

If you are enjoying the steady stream of free records added weekly, please consider "giving back" as a FamilySearch 
volunteer. You can start and stop volunteering at any time. Find out more at indexing.familysearch.org. 

Collection Records Images Comment

Costa Rica Church Records, 
1595–1992 7,249 3,948 Added images and index to existing collection.

England, Norfolk Bishop's 
Transcripts, 1685–1941 0 81,941 Added browsable images to existing collection.

England, Norfolk Poor Law 
Union Records, 1796–1900 0 939 Added browsable images to existing collection.

India, Hindu Pilgrimage 
Records 0 31,436 New browsable image collection.

Mexico, Distrito Federal, 
Catholic Church Records, 
1886–1933

0 2,596,692 Added browsable images to existing collection.

Nicaragua, Managua, Civil 
Registration, 1879–2007 42,195 0 Added records to existing collection.

http://indexing.familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/
http://familysearch.org/
http://findagrave.com/
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Peru, Lima Civil 
Registration, 1874–1930 64,182 0 Added records to existing collection.

Spain, Municipal Records 0 56,152 Added browsable images to existing collection.

U.S., Arkansas County 
Marriages, 1837–1957 93,584 38,426 Added Arkansas, Washington, White, and Woodruff 

Counties to existing collection.

U.S., Maine, State Archive 
Collections 0 3,019 Added browsable images to existing collection.

U.S., Oklahoma County 
Marriages, 1891–1959 222,471 151,140

New collection. Counties included: Adair, Alfalfa, Atoka, 
Beaver, Beckham, Blaine, Bryan, Caddo, Canadian, Dewey, 
Garfield, Harmon, Hughes, Jackson, Jefferson, and 
Kingfisher.

U.S., Texas, Eastland 
County Records, 1868–1949 0 6,978 Added browsable images to existing collection.

FamilySearch International is the largest genealogy organization in the world. FamilySearch is a nonprofit, volunteer-
driven organization sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Millions of people use FamilySearch 
records, resources, and services to learn more about their family history. To help in this great pursuit, FamilySearch has 
been actively gathering, preserving, and sharing genealogical records worldwide for over 100 years. Patrons may access 
FamilySearch services and resources free online at FamilySearch.org or through over 4,600 family history centers in 
132 countries, including the main Family History Library in Salt Lake City, Utah.

The Oklahoma County Marriages covers one of the three main counties in Oklahoma where I have/had relatives married. I 
am still waiting for the correct counties in the Arkansas County Marriages. At this time I have located almost 50 
Oklahoma marriage certificates. 

At the same time volunteers have recently posted pictures of tombstones/markers for my relatives to the Find a Grave web 
site. I have been able to locate about 50 of these pictures of my relative's last resting places. 

In both cases, I am a little surprised by a couple of things. In both cases I have a large number of relatives who applied for 
marriage licenses using their "nicknames" and the "nicknames" were also used on their tombstones/markers. I have also 
found a large number of conflicting dates. I now need to resolve some small inconsistencies such as a death date in 1877 
with the same person being listed in the 1880 census (widowed) with one of his daughters and one of his sons living with 
him. 

https://www.familysearch.org/
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – April 28, 2011, Land Records – What's the Dirt in Your Family? 
with Glenda Lloyd 

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – May 9, 2011 – Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – May 12, 2010 –  Family Tree Maker 2011  with 
Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

   

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
May 1, 2011

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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