
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

September Evening Meeting
(Meeting is early, too many Thursdays)

Thursday, September 22, 2011

 Nisanen Indians and Genealogy
April Moore

I'm an indigenous Nisenan Maidu and Welmelti Washoe of 
California; Iwas born and raised in the Auburn area. My 
family maintained much of our culture, meaning we were 
traditionally taught by our grandparents and elders. I'm 
active within the Maidu/Washoe culture, as well as being 
involved with the Maidu Traditionalists, this group has 
preserved the Maidu songs and traditional dances as well 
as preserving the knowledge of assembling our regalia used 
in the dances.

My cultural background enabled me to take the opportunity 
to become a Chapa-De Indian Health board member. I 
retired from twenty-eight years of service to the Placer 
Hills Union School District over four years ago... During 
which one of my jobs was the Indian Education 
coordinator, cultural educator, resource person, and tutor 
tor the numerous Native American students within the 
district and lectured to the students in the district on Native 
Americans. I also was able to conduct demonstrations on 
Maidu culture and lecture at surrounding schools.

I've worked as an archaeological technician/Native 
American monitor in Placer County, Nevada County and 
Sacramento County as well as with the U.S. Forest Service. 
I've participated with Placer County Museum system, 
Maidu Museum and the Coloma State Park (Gold 
Discovery Park) and various historical and civic groups, 
which included demonstrations and lectures on Maidu 
culture.

Recently I've been involved with the Federal Regulatory 
Commission re-licensing process for Pacific Gas & 
Electric, Nevada Irrigation Dist. and Placer County Water 
Agency as a representative for the Nisenan Maidu in the 
service area. Along with other community folks we have 
developed Historical Properties and Native American 
Traditional Cultural properties guidelines which will assist 
the agencies in any sensitive areas, historical as well as 
aboriginal history and pre-historical issues.

My brother, Alan Wallace, and I have been working with 
Sierra Native Alliance teaching the Nisenan Maidu 
language to interested people (youth as well), and 
increasing our Nisenan language skills. We've also been 
compiling family history and documenting culturally 
sensitive sites in our traditional homelands (Maidu & 
Washoe).

I feel that it's my purpose and duty as a Nisenan Maidu to 
keep our lifeways, knowledge and language alive and to 
encourage others to remember who they are and help them 
to broaden their knowledge and take pride in their 
aboriginal heritage. It's also important to educate others of 
our rich culture and make aware that there are still Native 
peoples who still practice and live their culture.
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in May: Bob Baker, John 
Knox, Audrey Meyers, Suzan Vander Linden,  and 
Bev Russell.
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Day Study Group Meeting

Monday, October 10, 2011
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

Thinking Geo-Logically – Using USGS Topographical  
Maps

In October, our study group will continue learning about 
maps and land records—this time with a focus on 
topographical maps available online from the U.S. 
Geological Survey. These detailed and fascinating maps 
are under-utilized by most genealogists. We’ll learn how to 
read the maps and use them to find ancestral homesteads, 
towns, churches, cemeteries and other locations important 
to our research. We’ll also learn about the latest project to 
place historical topo maps online. (See article elsewhere in 
this newsletter.)  B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. 
Visitors are welcome. Requests for specific topics are 
appreciated. 

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, October 14, 2011

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2011
The FTM User Group meeting will look at Family Tree 
Maker 2011 with time for questions and answers on any 
version.  Family Tree Maker 2012 starts shipping the last 
week of September. We may be able to start looking at the 
new version. Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please 
e-mail our group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Summer is almost over and it was 
one busy summer. I have been 
working on building a new garage 
and seems I didn't have time to 
work on my genealogy. Hopefully 
the garage will be finished before 

the rain starts and I can get back to my genealogy. I have 
found a lot of new documentation researching on the 
Thursday night I volunteer at the Auburn Family History 
Library. My database backup file will no longer fit on a 
CD-Rom, it is almost 1.2 GB and I still have a lot of media 
to add. With the proliferation of web sites adding pictures 
and documentation images my file is growing quite 
rapidly. I have had to become more selective in what I have 
been adding lately. I currently have documentation queued 
up in my browser from Ancestry, FamilySearch, and 
FindAGrave. All of them add at least one generation to my 
ancestry.

Incline Software Releases Free Ancestral Quest Basics

Incline Software has released a new free family tree 
program, Ancestral Quest Basics, as well as a new 
capability to search over a billion free indexed genealogical 
records. Millions of genealogists have used Ancestral 
Quest (AQ) or altered, licensed versions of AQ under such 
names as Ancestry Family Tree (AFT) by Ancestry.com, 
Personal Ancestral File (PAF) by The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints and Family Tree Heritage by 
Individual Software.

Ancestral Quest Basics is a new version of Ancestral Quest 
that is absolutely free. Users will be able to enter 
individuals and families, notes and sources just as in the 
full version of Ancestral Quest. They will be able to print 
pedigree charts, family group records, ancestry charts and 
descendant charts, along with several other reports and 
charts. They will even be able to add pictures of ancestors. 
Ancestral Quest Basics has all the essential features of a 
complete family tree program, but the more advanced 
features and “bells and whistles” of Ancestral Quest are 
only available in the full version. Ancestral Quest Basics, 
as well as the full version of Ancestral Quest, can be 
downloaded from www.ancquest.com.

http://www.ancquest.com/
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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Wonders if she’ll ever see her overseas friend again 
(In memory of September 11, 2001)

On September 11, 2001, I was scheduled to visit a friend in 
The Netherlands. Fortunately the first part of my flight was 
to leave Sacramento at noon. I packed and locked my 
suitcase the previous day in addition to placing snacks in 
my carry-on bag. A friend was going to drive me early to 
mid morning from my home in Auburn to the Sacramento 
Airport.

Auburn’s Audrey Meyers, left, and friend Gerty Corbyn of  
The Netherlands. 

When we heard the news about the attacks we did not leave 
my home. I kept my luggage packed for several days and 
then faced the fact that the trip would not be possible so 
unpacked. The friend I was visiting in Zoutleande, the 
Netherlands phoned me shortly after the attacks. We had 
planned spending several days at her home and then on to 
Paris and Amsterdam. She took care of cancelling that 
transportation and reservations.

Now 10 years later we still have not gotten together. And 
now 10 years later we are both in our 80s and possibly will 
never see each other again. We do correspond regularly 
and have phone visits several times each year. I am very 
grateful that I had a noon flight. If it had been early 
morning, who knows where we would have been forced to 
land and spend several days probably in a crowded plane 
with many other frightened passengers and living with an 
unknown future and with unknown food and sanitary 
conditions for an unknown time!

~ Audrey Meyers, Auburn
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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

By 
Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

Online Ordering for Family History 
Library Microfilms 

Online ordering of microfilm and microfiche from the 
Family History Library is now in effect in California. 
We’ve been anticipating this change for several months. 
The new procedure was first implemented on the east coast 
and has been working its way west.

If you do research at the Family History Center (also 
known as FamilySearch Center) in Auburn, Loomis, 
Nevada City, Placerville, Sacramento or elsewhere, you no 
longer need to come into the Center to place your film or 
fiche loan orders. If fact, the Family History Centers no 
longer accept or process paper orders! Instead, you place 
your order online from your home computer. 

The ordering process is pretty easy. Start by going to 
https://film.familysearch.org. You may want to bookmark 
this webpage on your web browser. (Although I can’t 
imagine that there will not be a link to it on the 
FamilySearch website, if it’s there already I haven’t found 
it yet.) Sign in using your FamilySearch user name and 
password. If you haven’t registered yet, click “Sign In” and 
“Create New Account. Registration is free and is required 
to access all features of the FamilySearch website and to 
place film orders. Once you sign-in, you will need to 
designate the location of the Family History Center where 
you want your order sent. You only need to do this once, 
but you can change it at any time.

After you sign-in, select your loan type—microfilm or 
microfiche—short-term, renewal, or extended. A short-
term loan is for 90 days. (It used to be 60 days, so you now 
have more time to use the film.) Renewal gives you the 
film for an additional 60 days. An extended loan means the 
film has no defined return date—what we used to call an 
“indefinite” loan. Microfiche is available on extended loan 
only, which more or less means that it stays at the Family 
History Center permanently. If you anticipate needing to 
use a microfilm for more than 150 days, you may order it 
on extended loan from the first.

Next, you enter the microfilm or microfiche number. You 
will need to get this number from the Family History 
Library Catalog on the FamilySearch website. Please note 
that there is no direct way to look up something in the 
catalog from the online film ordering screen. I suggest that 

you open another tab in your web browser and search the 
catalog at www.FamilySearch.org from there. When you 
find your film or fiche number, you can “copy and paste” it 
from the catalog screen on one browser tab to the online 
ordering screen on your other browser tab.

After entering the film or fiche number, click “Search” and 
the name of your film or fiche comes up. If that film or 
fiche is already available at your designated Family History 
Center, the system will tell you so.

Next, you select the currency for your order. (Remember, 
this system is used internationally.) Click “Add to Cart.” 
Then add another film or proceed to checkout where you 
will review your order and enter billing information. 

Payment for your order may be made by MasterCard, 
VISA, debit (bank) card, or PayPal. If you do not have a 
PayPal account and do not wish to use your debit or credit 
card online, you might consider purchasing a prepaid VISA 
gift card to use.

After completing your order, you have 24 hours to cancel 
before it is processed. You will be notified by e-mail when 
the order ships from the Distribution Center in Salt Lake 
City. (Note: you must have an e-mail address. It is  
required for using the online ordering system.)  You can 
also review the status of your order at any time by selecting 
“My Account” from the online ordering screen. 
 
Need help? Training materials, including a user guide, 
online demonstrations and handouts, are available by 
clicking the “Ordering Help” link on the online ordering 
screen. You may want to review these materials before 
placing an order for the first time. 

You can log into your account and place an order from any 
computer with an Internet connection, but you are strongly 
encouraged to do this from your home computer. Staff at 
the Family History Center can help you search the catalog 
for film numbers and guide you through the first part of the 
ordering process, but they can not be present, looking over 
your shoulder, when you complete the billing address and 
payment process.

You can order your microfilms from home, but you still 
need to come into the Family History Center to view them. 
We’ll see you there.   

The Auburn LDS Family History Center is located at  
1255 Bell Road, Auburn. It is open to the public on  

Tuesday & Thursday, 10 am to 9:00 pm, and on  
Wednesday & Friday, 10 am to 5 pm.

http://www.FamilySearch.org/
https://film.familysearch.org/
mailto:librarian@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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Bakers renew vows for 50th anniversary

Robert Clifford Baker and Marilyn Joyce (Keith) Baker 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on June 25, 
2011. 

Robert and Marilyn Baker of Applegate celebrated their  
50th wedding anniversary in June.

The celebration was held at the Applegate Civic Center and 
hosted by their three daughters and their husbands: 
Kathleen Baker, Karen Gisler (Matt) and Klaudia Chase 
(Chris). 

Over 100 family members and friends enjoyed the get-
together and watched Bob and Marilyn renew their vows. 
Pastor Dennis O’Daniels, and his wife, Terri, of the Orange 
Cove Christian Center, officiated the ceremony. Marilyn’s 
childhood friend, Barbara Ellis, of Fresno, and John 
Pineau, of Meadow Vista, stood up with the couple.

The couple was married, at the Presbyterian Church, in 
Stockton on July 8, 1961. They met while working at the 
Rhodes department store in Fresno. Bob worked in the 
men’s department and Marilyn was in the credit office.

Bob and Marilyn moved to Placer County in November 
1979, after living in Fresno, Eureka and Norwalk, CA for 
many years. 

Marilyn worked for the W.W. Henry Company, in 
Huntington Park, Lever Bros, Turner Metals, in Los 
Angeles and retired from Placer County Human Services 
after 18 years. Bob worked for Santa Fe R.R., in Fresno, 
North Western Pacific R.R., in Eureka and Alcoa 
Aluminum, in Vernon, CA. After moving to Meadow Vista 
in 1979 they owned the Meadow Vista Feed and Garden 
Store, in the early ’80s. Robert retired from Placer County, 
after 22 years, as a supervising custodian.

The couple has 10 grandchildren: Kristel and Tawna 
Montague, of Gainesville, Texas; Brandie and Tahnee 
Hughes, of Modesto; Adam Baker, (fiancé, Rachel Nolan) 
of Lake Geneva, WI; Alaina Baker, (fiancé, Joseph 
Pickering,) of Greenwood, CA; Christopher and Joshua 
Gisler, of Modesto; Jacob Chase, of Hawaii (Navy); and 
Tanner Chase, of Ormond Beach, Florida. Four great 
grandchildren complete the family: Aiden Hughes, Olivia 
and Lily Montague and Emilee Pickering. 

Guests coming the farthest were: Chris Bollesen, of 
Huntington Beach, CA. and Ray and Yvonne Maxwell, of 
Reno.

(Bob and Mariln were originally told the house they bought was  
in Applegate, later found it Colfax, then in Meadow Vista and 
apparently now back in Applegate. Bob has been very energetic  
in house moving – don't believe all the records.)

1940 Census Release Date: April 2, 2012

The 1940 federal census is slated to be released to the 
public on April 2, 2012. But how long will it take before 
we have access to it? 

Ancestry.com has announced that they will begin 
streaming the collection online in mid-April. Note the word 
“begin.” Sounds like it will not be launched online all at 
once, but rather will be uploaded as the images and indexes 
become available. When complete, the online collection 
will consist of 3.8 million document images. What’s more, 
Ancestry will allow FREE access to the collection, both 
images and indexes, through the end of 2013.   

Can’t wait for Ancestry? The National Archives will 
release online digital images of the 1940 census on the 
release date of April 2, 2012. This collection will not 
include indexes or a searchable database, but will give us 
FREE and immediate access to the record images. 

Many of the questions asked on the 1940 census are 
standard ones, but there are some new questions too. The 
member of the household who provided the information to 
the census taker is indicated. Each person’s place of 
residence on April 1, 1935, is given. And income for the 
year 1939 is given. 

To learn more about the 1940 census, visit 
http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1940/index.html. 
This National Archives webpage is an excellent resource 
for information about the 1940 census, including questions 
asked on the census, how to start your 1940 census 
research, finding aids including enumeration district maps, 
videos, articles and online data.

http://www.archives.gov/research/census/1940/index.html
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Badge Ordering

$9.00 Name Badge
$3.00 Magnetic Clasp (Clip or Pin - $0.00)
$3.00 Researching Ancestors

Name Badge: $9.00

First Name:______________________________________

Last Name:______________________________________

Ancestor Names Hanger: $3.00

1. _____________________  2. _____________________

3. _____________________  4. _____________________

5. _____________________  6. _____________________

7. _____________________  8. _____________________

Names Hanger may be ordered with either a single list of 
four names or the dual list with up to eight names. 

Wear your badge at the general meetings and you will 
receive three door prize tickets instead of two! The badge 
is also useful when attending seminars and other meetings 
letting others knowing who you are researching.

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

Upcoming General Meetings

October 25: Cath Trindle – Wills, Estates and 
Guardianships
November 28: Donna Young – Ireland Research

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/


PLACER TRAILS September 2011 Vol. 32 No. 7 - 7 -
Lois Nadine Leak
In Memoriam: 

Lois Nadine Leak passed away on June 27, 2011, at her 
home in Loomis at the age of 86. A granddaughter of 
Nebraska homesteaders, Lois was born in Omaha on June 
18, 1925, to Alva and Fannie (Warner) Stevens. 

Lois spent her early childhood in O’Neill, Nebr., and Sioux 
City, Iowa. She moved to Rocklin, Calif., in 1937 and 
attended Rocklin Grammar School. She graduated from 
Roseville High School in 1943 as Senior Class President 
and a life member of the California Scholarship Federation, 
and attended Placer Junior College in Auburn and San Jose 
State College.

In the summer of 1941, Lois worked at the Loomis Agency 
of the California Fruit Exchange (Blue Anchor). There she 
met her future husband, Edwin F. Leak. Lois and Ed were 
married at the Leak residence, near Loomis, on New Years 
Day 1945. After the war, they made their home on the 
family ranch where she resided the rest of her life. A 
lifelong homemaker, she was proud of and took immense 
joy in her children, grandchildren and great-grandchild, all 
of whom were raised on the ranch. 

Lois was an expert bridge player. In 1946, she became an 
original member of the Mustn’t Miss Bridge Club, with 
whom she played for 63 years. Later, she also played with 
the Lunch Bunch Bridge Club. Her bridge-playing 
companions were her dearest and closest friends. 

Lois was a fifty-year member of Penrhyn Chapter, Order of 
Eastern Star, Past Mother Advisor of Penrhyn Assembly, 
International Order of Rainbow for Girls, and past 
president of the American Legion Auxiliary in Loomis. 
She was also a member of the Placer County Genealogical 
Society and the Loomis Basin Historical Society.

Lois was preceded in death by Edwin Leak, her loving 
husband of 53 years. She is survived by her sister Marilyn 
Purcell of Virginia Beach, Va; children Janice (Francis) 
Thompson, Donna (Brendan) Kelly, Kathryn (Thomas) 
Leupp, Alan (Cindy) Leak, and Barbara Leak, all of 
Loomis; ten grandchildren David (Pamela), Karen, Laura 
and Kristen Thompson, Alicia and Ryan Leupp, Jeremy, 
Zachary and Mathew Leak, all of Loomis, and Katrina 
(Ryan) Marenger-Leupp of Seattle, Wa.; and one great-
grandchild Kylie Thompson of Loomis.

Services were held at the Newcastle District Cemetery.

USGS Digitizing Historical Topo Maps

For more than 125 years, the U.S. Geological Survey 
(USGS) topographic maps have accurately portrayed the 
complex geography of the Nation. The USGS is the largest 
producer of printed topographic maps, and, prior to 2009, 
USGS topographic maps were created using traditional 
cartographic methods and printed using the lithographic 
printing process. 
Because historical maps are stored in a limited number of 
collections and are not readily available, the USGS 
National Geospatial Program (NGP) has begun a project to 
convert these historical printed topographic maps to an 
electronic format. This scanning and processing effort 
serves the dual purpose of creating a master catalog and 
digital archive copies of the irreplaceable collection of 
topographic maps in the USGS Reston Map Library as well 
as making the maps available for viewing and download. 
The loading of the historical maps to the USGS Store 
has just started. The number of available files, in 
different scales, is expected to grow quickly in the 
near future. For more information, visit 
http://nationalmap.gov/historical/.

http://nationalmap.gov/historical/
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meetings (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – September 22, 2011, Nisanen Indians and Genealogy with April 
Moore

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – October 10, 2011 – Barbara Leak leads the Day Study 
Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – October 13, 2011 –  Family Tree Maker 2011 
with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
October 1, 2011

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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