
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

November Evening Meeting
Monday, November 28, 2011

 Irish Research
Donna Young

Donna Dugle Young jumped in with both feet researching 
her family shortly after moving to Grass Valley from Los 
Gatos in 1996.  Over the past fifteen years, she has lectured 
at numerous societies and seminars in the area but this will 
be her last.  She is currently Hospitality Chairman for 
PCGS and Education chair for Nevada County 
Genealogical Society where she created and has been the 
leader for their monthly Study Group for the past two 
years. She and Ron [her husband] are both volunteer 
librarians and she is in charge of the book collection at the 
Family History Center in Nevada City.  They have made 
numerous research trips to Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Vermont, New York, Massachusetts, West 
Virginia and North Carolina and most recently Ireland, 
tracking down information on their ancestors.

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, January 9, 2012

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

State and Territorial Census Records

We all know that the federal census was taken every ten 
years, but some states took census enumerations during the 
in-between years too. In January, our study group will see 
how the state and territorial censuses differ from the 
federal census and learn for what states and what years 
they are available.  B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. 
Visitors are welcome. Requests for specific topics are 
appreciated. 

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, December 8, 2011
Thursday, January 12, 2012

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2012

The FTM User Group meeting will look at Family Tree 
Maker 2012 with time for questions and answers on any 
version. Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-
mail our group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in September: Bob Baker, 
John & 'Fred' Knox, Carmel Barry-Schweyer, 
Jacqui & John Marcella, Suzan Vander Linden, and 
Bev Russell.

mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I belong to several groups and they 
all seem to have the same problem 
finding volunteers to keep the 
group running. At this point in 
time PCGS is having the same 
problem. We have two vacant 

chairperson positions and as of this month we add one 
more – Hospitality Chairperson. Ron and Donna Young are 
retiring from their positions and activities in all the groups 
they belong to. Donna's speaking on Irish Research to us 
on November 28th will be the last before full retirement. Is 
this the end of our refreshments? The current officers and 
directors have acquiesced to serve one more year.

The Family Tree Maker User Group had a good turnout 
and we ran 2012 through some of the new features. We 
uploaded an FTM database to Ancestry linking the two 
together. We were able to make changes in either the FTM 
database or the Ancestry Member Tree and sync them to 
each other. The Apple version of FTM is currently in beta 
testing and from what I hear seems to be working also. One 
of our members is currently involved with the testing.

One of the tests we did was to add the 1900 census 
information to a person in my database. The enumerator 
was nice enough to include the day along with the birth 
month. I was able to add two additional siblings. This was 
done with the FTM merge routine. There were three 
children but someone noticed that the mother had four 
children with four living. I now had additional tasks and 
people to find. At the FHC later that night I found the other 
daughter along with her father. Then I found both her 
father's first wife and her spouse and children. It was a very 
productive day and evening.
 
Remember that this months meeting is on a Monday, 
November 28, 2011.

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
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A Visit with Cousin Henry Oest, near Auburn, 
California

From the travel journal of Alfred Oest, Sr. (1872-1944). Translated  
from the original German by his grandson, Alfred Oest of Buxtehude,  
Germany. A copy of the translation of the complete journal is in  
possession of PCGS member Barbara Leak, who is descended from the  
Placer County branch of the Oest family. This excerpt is published in  
Placer Trails with permission of Alfred Oest, the translator, and has  
been edited and annotated by Barbara Leak.    

In 1929, Alfred Oest, Sr., of Otterndorf, Germany, made a  
six-month trip to America to visit relatives, most of whom  
he was meeting for the first time. Alfred’s uncle, Peter  
Oest, had left Germany more than seventy years earlier to  
eventually settle and raise a family in the Lone Star  
District of Placer County, north of Auburn. The following  
is an entry from Alfred’s travel journal, in which he  
describes his first meeting and visit with his cousin Henry  
Oest, who was Peter’s eldest son.

 Cousins Henry Oest (left) and Alfred Oest (right), 1929.

12th June [1929]

Today, I visited my oldest cousin Heinrich (Henry) Oest, 
who had his 72nd birthday today. Harold Leak, his wife and 
Mr. Fieser brought me to his farm up in the hills. Also, 
Fishers came later with their car. At our arrival, he 
[Henry], with his son Karl Oest, sat before the house in the 
shade of a tree, dressed in a very patched and dirty working 
suit. He greeted us with a strong “Goddamned” and spit out 
his chewing tobacco high through the air leaving 
considerable traces on his chin. We all sat down with him 
on the bench and there was a lively conversation of which, 
of course, I understood nothing because it was in English. 

Nothing was offered for refreshment or to eat and after one 
hour some of us needed to drink. A bucket of water was 
brought and everybody was offered to drink out of a ladle. 
The relatives did not stay long and when it became cooler 
they left.

I stayed a few days to get acquainted with his life. He 
spoke a very good lower German (Plattdeutsch) and I 
could communicate with him very fine. His first question 
was whether I would like to have some wine. When I 
agreed, he went with me to a shed a bit away from his 
house. The shed was out of repair and [the door] could not 
be closed. Here were five barrels, regretfully three 
completely empty and the others already critically sloping. 
An enameled dish stood on the ground in which the wine 
was drawn without a tap and then poured into a water 
glass. Both seemed not to have been cleaned for some time 
as there were red sediments which obviously could not be 
removed anymore. There was ample place to sit on a small 
box. Now, the birthday was well celebrated. There would 
not have been enough wine for everybody. 

As we did not return [to the house], we were called for 
supper. His house burned down few years ago and he had 
built a new one now, nine meters long and six meters wide. 
A real alpine hut. Still, it was not finished yet and I guess 
never will be as the bottom was not covered [floored] yet 
and there were no steps to the entrance. Around the house, 
it was contemplative, a true still-life. Tins, boxes, old 
boots, tobacco tins, old lady stockings, lumps, papers, old 
books, oil cans, broken chairs, etc., led a joint existence. 
An old, ruined car thought back to earlier, better times and 
an old fridge had been thrown under the house where it 
looked out of a pool of water.

In the interior, his daughter-in-law, a young women of 
twenty-one years, had prepared the supper on a clean table. 
Inside, all looked new and neat. Later, by the light of a 
petroleum lamp, we looked at family pictures and I could 
tell him a lot about the home country of his parents. We 
had to sleep together in one bed which, however, was just 
prepared with clean bedclothes. Here he told me many 
things about his eventful life—of the fights with the 
Indians and the gold diggers, of his marriages with three 
wives, of his youthful tricks, and so on. While he was with 
me in the bed, he smoked a minimum of three pipes and 
the smoke floated in high heavy clouds over my head and 
out the window.

We got up at 7:00 a.m., had coffee and then he showed me 
his farm. It was 280 acres (110 hectares) big and consisted 
exclusively of uncultivated ground. Everywhere stood little 
crippled trees that could not grow due to lack of water, and 
otherwise there was only wild, dry grass. Although some 
little mountain creeks splashed through his land, he did not 
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bother to use them. I believe that it would be easy to turn 
the land into bringing good profits [if it was irrigated]. My 
cousin made his living by selling wood, gravel and some 
cattle. This consisted out of nine milk cows, one bull, one 
ox, one horse, one pig with young ones, chickens and 
turkeys. 

On his land there were old goldmines and I was very 
interested to see the working place [gold mine] of my 
Uncle Peter who came to California in 1858 to settle first 
near this place. His [Peter’s] living house, where his 
children were born, did not exist anymore. Only two, now-
big fir trees told of the location. At that time [when Peter 
lived here], the land of two hectares was donated for 
nothing to him by the state. [Possibly a reference to federal 
homesteading.] The ground was rather stony with quartz 
levels that partly contained considerable amounts of gold. 
At one place, my uncle had been far down [into the 
ground], used winches to pull the broken gravel to daylight 
to grind, mill and wash the gold out. One had to add 
quicksilver to which the gold attached itself. The machines 
were driven by water. Now, there was only a deep hole left, 
and some milling stones were still scattered around.

In vain, my uncle had invested all his youth in these mines 
and had put a lot of money into them, but he never found 
enough [gold] or he did not find the right place. Later, he 
moved and left the land to Japanese who have searched in 
all mountain creeks and obviously found plenty. He kept 
this mine and tried, from time to time, to find his luck. It is, 
of course, attractive for everybody to hope that tomorrow 
you will make your fortune.

At the moment, someone has entered the mine from 
another side and found that it would be worth [mining]. My 
cousin now hopes favorably to sell to a company his rights 
for digging for $4,000. On top, he offers for sale his whole 
property for 40 marks ($10 US) per hectare.

In the afternoon, he [Henry] led me to a lonely place on a 
hill in a forest. It was the cemetery that my uncle himself 
erected and fenced in. Now he lies here, together with his 
loyal woman and his children and children-in-law who had 
died before him. The graves were well-kept and 
ornamented with nice commemorative stones. Flourishing 
flowers ornamented the place where the dead slept into a 
better life. [Lone Star Cemetery, near Bell Road west of 
Hwy 49, began in 1863 with the burials of two young sons 
of Peter and Marie Oest.]

My uncle once left his home country in wild wantonness. 
He died as highly-regarded person, leaving a family behind 
that was respected and whose word was accepted. Of his 
descendents, forty-seven persons live here [in Placer 
County], whereas the big family Oest in Germany is 

reduced to only twenty. Solemnly thinking about the 
destiny of man, I left the place of peace.

On our way back, by coincidence, we again passed by the 
wine barrels. Of course, we stopped and drank, and soon I 
noticed that he [Henry] wanted to fill me up. However, I 
could keep up with him and after some time he was afraid I 
could drink the whole rest. He stopped it with the words, 
“Du saufst ja auch.” [You are also a drinker.]

When leaving, we noticed a cow that had broken into the 
vegetable garden. With a terrible “hang it,” he cried after 
his son Karl to fetch a gun to shoot the cow in the legs, but 
he [Karl] reasonably and with patience took the animal out 
of the garden.

The evening again was filled with stories of old gold 
diggers, of their lives, their hopes, and their 
disappointments. He[nry] himself also tried many times in 
his youth [to find gold], but gave up. He wanted to show 
me the next morning how to wash gold, but his old pan had 
too many holes and was useless. Although there were still 
many signs of gold, he did not care about it. 

[The next morning], I was woken up by a loud 
“Goddamned.” The unfortunate cow was again
in the garden. My cousin gripped the gun and later I heard 
a shot. I did not dare to inquire about the poor cow.

After the morning coffee, I wanted to visit my other cousin. 
I had seen and learned enough and found in Henry a real 
original who himself declared “Ick bün en Deubel wehn  
und noch en Deubel.” [I have been a devil and still am a 
devil.]

Council Web Site 

Barbara Leak has noted that the Council website is back 
online. However, the web calendar is down at the moment. 
The long-range calendar is updated and available. 
Genealogical & Historical Council of Sacramento Valley 
www.SacValleyGenes.net

http://www.SacValleyGenes.net/
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Evalyn "Sue" Evans
Meet Your Fellow Member

I was born in Southern California and my family moved to 
Loomis when I was three. I attended schools in Loomis 
from Kindergarten through Del Oro High School and then 
Sierra College. Moved to Coral Gables, Florida and went 
to Business College in Miami for a year. After various 
jobs, started my County Government carrier with Nevada 
County District Attorney for eight years. Came to Placer 
County Superior Court in 1985 and ended up at the Clerk-
Recorder Elections office with my final 24 years.

When my father passed in 2009 we found a treasure of old 
photographs and documents which began my searching for 
family to identify the old photos. I found a 4th cousin in 
Minnesota who was a big help in starting my family tree 
quest. I then attended a genealogy for beginners at the 
Auburn Library and started to learn of all the information I 
missed gathering while in the old family neighborhood in 
Minnesota.

With the help of the classes and seminars I have learned 
that this is a very complicated and detailed journey. I will 
be making my first trip to Salt Lake City soon with 
Melinda and I am sure it will be overwhelming knowledge 
to search and live in the library for two weeks. Wish me 
Luck! A lot of my family tree jumps from Sweden and I 
am hoping to find some help in the library as I haven't 
received much information from my Swedish cousins. I 
have found that a lot of my friends just don't get this bug!

I wish they had pointed out how interesting and important a 
family tree can be when I was younger and had more 
family members to tell me stories of the old times. Last 
week I found out that my great grandfathers sister was 

Patsy Cline's mother, WOW. Why haven't I heard that 
story before? 

Sue is married with one daughter and researching the 
following names: Anderson – Levine – Leven, Lundeen, 
Campbell, Anderson, and Gyllberg.

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

Upcoming General Meetings

January 26, 2012: Jim Rader – Surname Study - One 
Name Study

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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October General Meeting

Cath Madden Trindle travelled from Redwood City and 
spoke to us in October on Wills, Estates, Guardianships  
and Commitments

Cath Trindle almost ready for her presentation.

Our president and secretary resting beore the meeting.

Our registrar and treasurer during the break.

2012 Meeting Schedule

How to Begin Seminar 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM Saturday
Auburn-Placer County Library
03/17/12

General Meeting
4th Thursday 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM, 
except November & December
Auburn-Placer County Library
01/26/12 05/24/12 09/27/12
02/23/12 06/28/12 10/25/12
03/22/12 07/26/12         *11/29/2012 
04/26/12 08/23/12
*Fifth Thursday due to Thanksgiving 

Day Study Group
2nd Monday 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon, 
except July, August, & December
Auburn-Placer County Library
01/09/12 04/09/12 09/10/12
02/13/12 05/14/12 10/08/12
03/12/12 06/11/12 11/12/12

Family Tree Maker User Group
2nd Thursday 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
LDS Church Bell Road
01/12/12              05/10/12                       09/13/12 
02/09/12 06/14/12 10/11/12 
03/08/12 07/12/12 11/08/12 
04/12/12 08/09/12 12/13/12

Board Meeting
Wednesday one week prior to General Meeting
Carnegie Library
01/18/12 04/18/12 09/19/12
02/15/12 05/16/12 10/17/12
03/14/12 06/20/12 11/21/12

We wanted to publish our 2012 schedule again this 
month so everyone has a chance to cut it out (or print it 
out) and put it on the refrigerator.
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 Two Newsletter Delivery Options Available

Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate. 
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be  
mailed to you. 

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper  
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list when 
each new issue of the newsletter is published. The notice will 
include a link to the newsletter file, which you can download 
or view online. The electronic version of the newsletter is 
published in PDF format and can be viewed using the free 
Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read your newsletter 
on paper, but want to take advantage of the lower dues rate, 
you can print out the newsletter from your computer at 
home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be 
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies 
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep the 
registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

  ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:   $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter 
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's 
newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing 
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in 
attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family. (File Version: November 2010)

Our PCGS member list is made available to our membership.
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meetings (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – MONDAY November 28, 2011, Irish Research with Donna 
Young

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – January 9, 2012, State and Territorial Census Records – 
Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – December 8, 2011 & January 12, 2012 –  Family 
Tree Maker 2012  with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
January 1, 2012

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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