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OFF THE SHELF
Library News

By 
Barbara Leak, PCGS Librarian

A Few New Books in the Auburn 
Library 

The Convert Rolls edited by Eileen O’Byrne. Dublin, 
1981

REF 929.3415 O'B GENEAL.

The 'Act to prevent the further growth of popery' was 
passed in 1703 and it made it obligatory on converts from 
Catholicism to Protestantism to provide proof of 
conformity. According to the Act a Protestant was a 
member of the Church of Ireland and not any other non 
Catholic religion. 

If a Catholic 'converted or conformed' to Protestantism and 
provided this proof then being 'enrolled' as a Protestant all 
rights were restored to him. This took effect from the date 
of the enrolment and not the date of conversion. The Act 
said that: "The said Court of Chancery is hereby required 
to take care that distinct rolls be kept for the enrolment of 
such certificates which shall publicly hang up or lie in 
some public office of place belonging to the said Court to 
be appointed, where all persons may at all reasonable times 
resort to and peruse the same without fee or reward, and for 
the enrolment of each and every such certificate the sum of 
six pence and no more shall be paid".

These rolls were known as the Convert Rolls.

In order to convert the person read his renunciation of 
Catholicism in front of a clergyman and congregation at a 
public service. He then got a certificate saying he was a 
convert from the Bishop of the Diocese and enrolled it in 
the court of Chancery. The Bishops certificate was 
necessary until 1782 and from there on it was enough that 
the convert would receive the Sacrament from a Minister 
of the Church of Ireland, take the oath before him and file a 
certificate to that effect in the Court fo Chancery.

The Convert Rolls were destroyed in the fire in the Four 
Courts (Irish Public Records Office) in 1922. But they had 
been calendared and recorded (as were so many other 
documents). The Calendar is in two volumes, Volume 1 
covers the years 1703-1789 and has about 5,500 names and 
Vol. 2 covers 1789-1838 with 380 names and of these there 
were only 73 between 1800 & 1838.

Names are entered in alphabetical order, date of enrolment 
and date of certification, for some the address is also lists. 
Most people enrolled in Dublin: 

1703-1731 : 700 people enrolled, mainly people who were 
well off.
1732-1741: 600 people
1742-1751: 549
1752-1761: 864
1762-1771: 1,347
1772-1789: 1,421
1789: 1838: 385

Most of the converts were men, but there are about 1,500 
women mentioned. Almost 600 of these are described as 
married with approximately 40 widows, the remainder 
being unspecified or spinsters, daughters of gentlemen.

The list of convert rolls was published by the Irish 
Manuscripts Office in 1981 and could at that time be 
purchased from the Government Publications Office. 

New Jersey Biographical and Genealogical Notes by 
William Nelson

REF 929.3749 NEL GENEAL.

Here are 224 biographies of colonial New Jerseymen, 
many of which contain extensive genealogies. Revised and 
expanded from the New Jersey Archives by the late 
archivist William Nelson, this work refers to an additional 
1,000 colonists whose genealogical connections would 
otherwise be lost in unexamined New Jersey source 
records. Many of the biographies contain extensive 
genealogies, some worked through the fifth generation, 
incorporating vital genealogical data—names of issue, 
dates and places of birth, marriage, and death, and 
references to wills and deeds and miscellaneous source 
records

Passenger Lists From Ireland Vol 28 and 29 by J. 
Dominck Hackett and Charles Montegue Early 
REF 929.3 HAC GENEAL

Lists passengers published in “The Shamrock or Irish 
Chronicle” 1811 and 1815-1816.

Seventeenth Century Isle of Wight County Virginia by 
John B. Boddie, 1959
REF 929.3755 BOD GENEAL.
This is a comprehensive study of the early history and 
inhabitants of the Isle of Wight County.  It begins with a 
graphic description of the early settlers—including 
accounts of Quakers and Cavaliers—and is followed by 

mailto:librarian@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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detailed histories of the various Isle of Wight families. 
Nearly 200 pages of the voluminous work are devoted to 
abstracts of deeds, land records, and quit rents.  Besides a 
place and subject index, the work further includes a 38 
page name index of several thousand entries.

John Lathrop (1584-1653) ,  by Institute of Family 
Research, Inc., 1979
FICTION HOLT
This biographical sketch of John Lathorp includes 
illustrations, timeline and pedigree chart.  

Lists of Inhabitants of Colonial New York by Edmund 
Bailey O’Callaghan
REF 929.3 O'C GENEAL.

O'Callaghan's Documentary History of the State of New-
York, a four-volume work published 1849-1851, was 
strong in genealogical records of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. But this fine work was hard to use for 
it had no name index. 

This improved edition has all of the genealogical records in 
the O'Callaghan work, but it adds a complete index of 
names. Prepared by Roseanne Conway, the index lists 
about 12,000 inhabitants of colonial New York--Dutch, 
English, and German. 

The following is a representative selection of lists of 
inhabitants in the work: Male Inhabitants of Ulster County, 
1689; Army List, 1700; Census of the Counties of Orange, 
Dutchess, & Albany, 1702, 1714, 1720; Census of the City 
of New York, 1703; Inhabitants of Hempstead, 1673; 
Inhabitants of Flushing, Southampton, and Southold, 1698; 
Long Island Rate Lists, 1675, 1676, 1683; Census of 
King's County, 1698; King's County Militia, 1715; the 
Palatines, 1710-1714; Inhabitants of New Rochelle (1710) 
and East Chester; Freeholders in Ulster County, 1728; Lists 
of Quakers and Moravians, 1755-1756; Miscellaneous 
Lists, 1738; and Inhabitants of Gloucester County, 1771.

New York Alien Residents, 1825-1848 by Kenneth Scott 
and Roseanne Conway
REF 929.3747 SCO GENEAL.

Until 1825 an alien resident of new York could neither 
hold or bequeath property, but by an Act of the State 
Legislature, April 21, 1825, he was permitted to real 
property provided he deposed that he was a resident of the 
U.S. and intended to become a naturalized citizen. 
Kenneth Scott and Roseanne Conway have abstracted the 
genealogical data from these alien depositions, which were 
filed in the Office of the Secretary of State of New York, 
for the years 1825-1848.  This information on some 4,260 
alien residents is valuable to the researcher for the 

following reasons:  the aliens place of residence, by county 
and village, country of birth, date of birth, age when 
arrived in U.S., date of arrival, status of women (married, 
single or widowed), name of husband and profession.

Most of the reviews by Carmel Barry-Schweyer.

Indexing Challenge and More!

At the November Day Study Group Meeting, Barbara 
challenged everyone to try indexing some records for 
FamilySearch. Some of us took her up on the challenge and 
signed up to do some indexing. It is really quite easy, 
doesn't take much time, and provides the genealogical 
community with indexes for free. 

On April 2, NARA will make the 1940 Census available; 
however, there will be no indexes. Archives.com, 
findmypast.com, and familysearch.org are project sponsors 
to make a permanently free index for the 1940 Census. 
They will be using the FamilySearch indexing software. 

We received a postcard for the PCGS President:
The 1940 Census Community Project is seeking volunteers 
from genealogical and historical societies to help make the 
1940 U.S. Federal Census searchable online for free. 
Societies and individuals can provide expert help to index 
census returns for the areas in which they live, creating a 
more accurate and long-lasting record while at the same 
time generating excitement for society and volunteer 
activities. History is waiting. Join the project today. Join 
online a www.the1940census.com or over the phone 1-
855-IDX-1940 and receive a Getting Started kit with 
information to help you recruit and train your members. 
We will also offer other helpful resources, contests, and 
incentives to further train and motivate your members and 
to provide recognition of your society's efforts. 

Additionally: You don’t need to wait until the 1940 U.S. 
Federal Census project begins to make a difference. Sign 
up to index other records today and begin enjoying these 
benefits: Great volunteer opportunity that benefits 
thousands of other genealogists Become familiar with the 
FamilySearch indexing software and process so you’ll be 
ready when the 1940 U.S. Federal Census becomes 
available Gain knowledge and experience that will help 
your fellow society members join the nationwide effort to 
index the 1940 U.S. Federal Census

Get started today by downloading the indexing software 
and beginning your first project.
1. Download and install the FamilySearch indexing 
software. 
2. Select a “batch” of records to index.
3. Type what you read in the record images.

http://www.the1940census.com/


PLACER TRAILS January 2012 Vol. 33 No. 1 - 5 -
Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

November 2011 General Meeting

Donna Dugle Young spoke on Irish Research to us at 
November 28th  meeting. This was the last presentation 
before full retirement for both Donna and Ron. Donna is 
also downsizing her book collection and brought several 
periodicals for anyone to take. 

Unfortunately our ghost photographer failed to get a 
picture of our speaker. He did get a picture of Ron and 
Donna in the kitchen from across the room. Ron and 
Donna were also taking care of our hospitality which 
meant they were very busy (one more excuse not to get 
their picture taken). 

Some of the freebies still left on the table.

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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Interesting Family Facts

I found a lot of genealogical information contained in the 
holiday greeting I received this year. More of the family 
are enclosing a form letter about their family along with 
their holiday greetings. I am beginning to appreciate these 
letters more and more. 

I find that inputting the information into my genealogy file 
is taking quite a bit of time. My habit is to review the 
information that I have and then take the opportunity to do 
some additional research. More information is being placed 
online and I find that I need to redo my previous searches 
since new information is now available. 

In meeting Barbara's indexing challenge, I chose to index 
some Oklahoma marriage records. It didn't take that long 
for each batch of records and I have now indexed over 
1000 names – 500 marriage records. One of the items I 
noted is that if the male was under 21 years he required 
parental permission. If the female was under 18 years then 
parental permission was required. I found the 1904 
marriage record for one relative that listed the ages as 25 
and 19 so no parental permission was required. I was able 
to locate census records for the family for several different 
census years including several state census records (I did 
pay attention at the Day Study Group). The husband's 
name was spelled three different ways while the wife's 
name was spelled differently in each and every record, so I 
now have seven different spellings. 

The interesting fact is that the wife's age in all the census 
records was consistent but was two years younger than the 
marriage record. SO... it seems that she was only 17 when 
they were married. Maybe they couldn't get her parents 
permission. This was my relative but in the records I 
indexed I did find one marriage where the female was 14, I 
believe her mother provided permission. Another record 
that I indexed, the husband was 94 and the wife was 54. 
The records that I indexed covered a wide range of years – 
each record batch only covered a small time period. It was 
interesting that in some of the later records, the county 
recorder obtained the parental permission over the phone – 
it was noted that way where the parents would normally 
sign. It was also interesting to note the earlier records had a 
higher number of his or her mark noted on the signature. 
Especially where parental permission was required the 
applicant's name was listed with the permission also as 
well as on the applicants name and signature. It seemed 
that about 20 to 25 percent of the times the names were 
spelled differently in the different places. 

2012 Meeting Schedule

How to Begin Seminar 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM Saturday
Auburn-Placer County Library
03/17/12

General Meeting
4th Thursday 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM, 
except November & December
Auburn-Placer County Library
01/26/12 05/24/12 09/27/12
02/23/12 06/28/12 10/25/12
03/22/12 07/26/12         *11/29/2012 
04/26/12 08/23/12
*Fifth Thursday due to Thanksgiving 

Day Study Group
2nd Monday 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon, 
except July, August, & December
Auburn-Placer County Library
01/09/12 04/09/12 09/10/12
02/13/12 05/14/12 10/08/12
03/12/12 06/11/12 11/12/12

Family Tree Maker User Group
2nd Thursday 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
LDS Church Bell Road
01/12/12              05/10/12                       09/13/12 
02/09/12 06/14/12 10/11/12 
03/08/12 07/12/12 11/08/12 
04/12/12 08/09/12 12/13/12

Board Meeting
Wednesday one week prior to General Meeting
Carnegie Library
01/18/12 04/18/12 09/19/12
02/15/12 05/16/12 10/17/12
03/14/12 06/20/12 11/21/12

We wanted to publish our 2012 schedule again this 
month so everyone has a chance to cut it out (or print it 
out) and put it on the refrigerator.
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meetings (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – January 26, 2011, One Name Study with Jim Rader

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – February 13, 2012, Barbara Leak leads the Day Study 
Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – February 9, 2012 – Family Tree Maker 2012 & 
Questions and Answers  with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
February 1, 2012

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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