
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

April Evening Meeting
Thursday, April 26, 2012

Government Fixer Uppers: The Homestead Act  
of 1862

Vi Parsons

Vi Parsons holds a Beginning Genealogy accreditation 
from Brigham Young University, and a Certificate in 
American Genealogy from the National Genealogical 
Society of Virginia.  She is the Dragoo Family Association 
Past President, Editor & Librarian.  She is also Roseville 
Genealogical Society’s former V.P. , Program Chairman, 
Education Coordinator & Newsletter Editor.  She has been 
a teacher/lecturer since 1993 and researcher for over 40 
years.  She has documented her ancestors to the early 
1600’s.  Publications include the Jacob Dragoo family 
history, Dragoo Cemetery of Marion County, West 
Virginia, and Miracle on the Mexico Border published in 
Chicken Soup for the Soul: Twins and More.  Vi is co-
author of Double Take, a book of short stories of childhood 
memories and co-creator of Carr Twins & Co.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, May 10, 2012
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2012

The FTM User Group meeting will look at Family Tree 
Maker 2012 with time for questions and answers on any 
version. Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-
mail our group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, May 14, 2012
10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated. 
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in February: Bob Baker, 
Jacqui & John Marcella, John & 'Fred' Knox, Au-
drey Meyers, Frank & Mona Schmiedel, and Suzan 
Vander Linden.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The 1940 Census was released 
April 2nd and I have found most of 
the families that stayed on the old 
home places. I am now going to 
have to wait for one of the various 
companies to complete their 

indexing of the Census. I have done some indexing of the 
1940 Census and am currently running about a 98% 
accuracy rate. Ancestry currently has two states indexed 
while the 1940 U.S. Census Community Project seems to 
have made good progress for several states.  
 

As a repeat: We have joined forces with genealogy 
societies and organizations around the country as part of 
the 1940 U.S. Census Community Project. The initiative 
aims to publish a free, online searchable name index of the 
1940 U.S. Federal Census after images of the census are 
released to the public in April 2012.   This online index 
will be free forever, offering family history researchers a 
rich genealogical data set for their ongoing use. Three 
leading genealogy organizations, Archives.com, 
FamilySearch International, and findmypast.com, launched 
the initiative at the end of last year, and the project is 
already engaging volunteers to help provide this invaluable 
resource to family historians around the world as soon as 
possible. 

 The index created by the project will allow the public to 
easily search every person found in the census and view 
digital images of the original census pages where he or she 
is listed. The highly anticipated 1940 U.S. Census is 
expected to be the most popular U.S. record collection 
released to date.

This is where I have been doing the indexing...

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
VOICE MAIL (866) 894-2076
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George S. Baum
1906 San Francisco Earthquake

The San Francisco earthquake of 1906 was a major 
earthquake that struck San Francisco, and the coast of 
Northern California at 5:12 a.m. on Wednesday, April 18, 
1906.

Leonard K. Russell’s Mother, Mary Gilson Baum, was 
born 1895 in miners cabin in Grass Valley, CA.

By 1900, the family was living in San Francisco.  In 1905 
George S. Baum, built a home for the family at 1352  
Clement St. (house next door may have been built by him 
also. Picture of houses taken in July 1999.)  

When the earthquake hit in April of 1906, the house was 
knocked off  it’s foundation. Repairs were made and family 
moved back into home. Census records show they lived 
there in 1910 and 1920.

It is interesting to have artifacts from something historical 
such as the great San Francisco earthquake.

Notice that permission was given to be able to have fires in 
the home again. 

Glass milk bottle, melted in fires after the Earthquake. (I 
have the milk bottle.)

Beverly Russell

Upcoming Meetings

May 24, 2012,  Maria Brower to speak on: Records of 
Pioneers & Old Settler’s Societies & Organizations
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Auburn Family History Center

The Auburn Family History Center is open Tuesday 
and Thursday from 10:00 am to 9:00 pm and on 
Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

The FHC has been upgraded lately will all new 
computers. The FHC has access to several premium 
subscription databases. It is worthwhile to visit the 
FHC and take a look at these databases before making 
a commitment to subscribing. An example is the 
Fold3 web site (previously known as Footnote).

The fold3 website has a lot of good information but as 
the name implies Fold3 provides convenient access to 
US military records, including the stories, photos, and 
personal documents of the men and women who 
served.
 

The Fold3 name comes from a traditional flag folding 
ceremony in which the third fold is made in honor and 
remembrance of veterans who served in defense of 
their country and to maintain peace throughout the 
world.

My father's family were pacifists and typically did not 
serve in the military. Many of Fold3 records are early 
records, they started with a lot of Civil War records 
which was prior to my family arriving in the country. 

There are several other databases that cover early 
English research including newspapers. I have seen 
people find a treasure trove of information but again 
my family was not from England. 

In these cases I have done some initial research in 
these particular databases and have determined that it 
would not be worthwhile for me to obtain a 
subscription. Note that there is no push to subscribe to 
these databases since they are freely accessible at the 
FHC. 

The pictures in the FHC were taken on a particularly 
slow Thursday evening. On Thursday evenings, other 
than evenings of the PCGS meetings I am also willing 
to help with Family Tree Maker. 
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Spies Amongst Us

You just never know when or where your picture will 
be taken.

Eldon H. Unruh, 1940 Census, Enid, OK

The following screen prints detail my father's family 
in the 1940 Census. The seven surviving boys are all 
shown, seventh brother is the bottom family. I have 
only been able to find one of their sisters so far. The 
one that I found is in Meno in the next county.

It appears that housing was slow in 1940 as my dad's 
brothers working as carpenters only worked 12 and 24 
hours in the previous week. My grandfather worked 
54 hours on the farm and my dad worked 52 hours as 
a common laborer in a steel and metal works.

I was lucky that they resided in the same 3 bedroom 
house that I remember – 1602 S 4th, Enid. I was able 
to use the NARA ED map for Enid to find the right 
enumeration district.
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Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

March 2012 General Meeting

Our March meeting featured Steve Morse. Steve spoke to 
us on Getting Ready for the 1940 Census, Researching 
without a Name Index. 

Steve is quite a well known speaker and we had the best 
turnout for our evening meeting in the last year. Steve's 
One Step Webpages is quite an attraction including the 
topic on which he spoke. Steve indicated that he fully 
expected his web site to crash when the 1940 Census was 
released on April 2, 2012. 

The Official 1940 Census Website by the National 
Archives – http://1940census.archives.gov – has integrated 
Steve's tools into their site. The following is from from 
their frequently asked questions page: 

How have the Steve Morse One-Step tools been 
integrated into this website?
Steve Morse, Joel Weintraub, and a group of 
volunteers created various tools to help people 
locate the correct enumeration district in the 1940 
census. Their contributions allow users of this 

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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website to search by street to narrow enumeration 
district results, and convert a 1930 ED to a 1940 
ED. Please note: street level data is not available 
for all cities (primary coverage is in large and 
medium size metropolitan areas). You can read 
more about these tools at 
http://stevemorse.org/census/intro.html. We are 
grateful to Steve Morse, Joel Weintraub, and the 
volunteers who made these enhancements possible. 
Questions or comments about the One-Step tools 
should be directed to http://stevemorse.org/. 

It was interesting that Steve's prediction about his web site 
did not materialize. However, the interest in the 1940 
Census did cause the National Archives web site to not 
become accessible. This seemed to last several days. 

I noticed that the Internet in general seemed to slow down 
due to the census release. The National Archives stated on 
their web site: 

1940 Census Update: We Expected A Flood 
And Got A Tsunami!
First, we want to apologize to the millions of 
people who came to the 1940 census website this 
morning in search of information about their 
family history. While many users have been able to 
find and download records, many others have 
experienced problems when searching for 
enumeration districts and viewing census images.

The technical issues have been caused by an 
OVERWHELMING DEMAND from the general 
public to search and access the 1940 census 
images. The traffic load exceeded even our own 
most optimistic estimates several times over. This 
has caused the website loading problems, but 
perhaps more importantly, it highlights how family 
history is an exciting and growing activity for so 
many millions of Americans.

Just how popular has the 1940 census launch been?
In just the first day alone we've seen millions of 
visitors! NARA reported 22.5 million hits in the 
first few hours. 

I managed to find some of my relatives within the first 
hour but then for me everything just seemed to die. There 
are now about five sites offering free access to the 1940 
Census. I have located most of my family that stayed put 
but I am now going to have to wait for the indexes being 
worked on to find the rest of the families.

The National Archives now reports 1.9 million users hit the 
census servers in the first four hours the data went public 
and at one point, the National Archives said, its computers 
were receiving 100,000 requests per second, with each 
requested image being 10 megabytes or larger.

Steve Morse reports, "The stats are in for my One-Step site 
on the first day of the census. The site normally gets 
between 100,000 and 200,000 hits a day. Yesterday, April 
2, it got 2,248,987 hits. And that doesn't count the hits to 
the One-Step Enumeration District Finder tools that are 
now hosted on other sites, such as the National Archives."
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meetings (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – April 26, 2011, Government Fixer Uppers: The Homestead Act of 
1862 with Vi Parsons

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – May 14, 2012. Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – May 10, 2012 – Family Tree Maker 2012 & 
Questions and Answers with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
May 1, 2012

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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