
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

June Evening Meeting
Thursday, June 28, 2012

Expand Your Genealogical Findings with a  
Facebook Group
Lorenzo Cuesta

Lorenzo has been researching his genealogy since the mid 
1960s. It all started because his mom refused to tell him 
about her in-laws. It was helped by the fact that his father 
was full of family stories that sounded manicured and 
polished. 

He has made repeated trips to little towns in Mexico to 
visit the churches where the grandparents, ...of his 
grandparents, were baptized, married, and mourned. His 
research, just as yours, has been blocked by paranoid near 
relatives, by misguided county clerks, and by Napoleonic 
nuns. 

Now he devotes a greater part of his research to electronic 
means of which Facebook is the safest and easiest to create 
and to maintain.

July Evening Meeting
Thursday, July 26, 2012

Historical Maps Website
Gordon Orchard

Gordon Orchard and wife Janet live in Granite Bay.

They have been working at the Sacramento Family History 
Center in Sacramento for about three years. They are 
associate directors of the center. Janet has the 

responsibility of staffing and Gordon the training of the 
staff.

We have donated our rare maps to Historic Map Works so 
people all over the world can view and use them to help do 
their genealogical research.  In my presentation I will give 
examples of how old maps can help people find their 
ancestors. Historic Map Works is one of 14 premium 
website that are available at no cost to use at the 
Sacramento Family History Center.

August Evening Meeting
Thursday, August 23, 2012

Mining the Gold in County Archives
John Knox

John Knox is the current Vice-President and member the 
Research Committee of the Placer County Genealogical 
Society. He is a retired History Teacher and has been doing 
family research for over 20 years. For the past 5 years he 
has been involved in research at the Placer County 
Archives and has authored a number of papers relating to 
the history of Auburn: Entertainment 1854 - 1855, George 
Bishop, Census Analysis 1850 - 1880, and co-authored The 
Story of the Bernhard Family. He is currently involved in a 
partnership to chronicle the history of downtown Auburn. 

He will explore the rich resources to be found in a County 
Archives and share with you the resources that can only be 
found there. Like the story of Nancy McCormick, Auburn 
businesswoman of 1849, who barely exists except in 
County Archival Records. And that is only one of many 
such records.
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Baker, Jacqui & John Marcella, Frank & Mona 
Schmiedel and Suzan Vander Linden.
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Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, July 12, 2012

Thursday, August 9, 2012
Thursday, September 13, 2012

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2012

The FTM User Group meeting will look at Family Tree 
Maker 2012 with time for questions and answers on any 
version. Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-
mail our group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, September 10, 2012

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

The Day Study Group does not meet in July and August.

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated. 

Table of Contents
General Meetings...................................................Page 1
Family Tree Maker User Group Meeting...............Page 2
Day Study Group Meeting.....................................Page 2
President’s Message...............................................Page 2
Officers and Directors............................................Page 3
Chairpersons..........................................................Page 3
Martha Belle Collell...............................................Page 3
Frank W. Schmiedel...............................................Page 4
Upcoming Meetings...............................................Page 5
Peter Ernst Richer..................................................Page 5
Nevada County Seminar........................................Page 6
PCGS Mail List......................................................Page 7
PCGS Voice Mail..................................................Page 7
Heritage Trail Event...............................................Page 7
May 2012 General Meeting...................................Page 7
N  ewsl  etter Deadline  ...............................................Page 8

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The 1940 Census was released April 
2nd and I have found most of the 
families that stayed on the old home 
places. Ancestry has four States and 
Washington DC indexed while the 
while the 1940 U.S. Census 
Community Project has twenty 
States currently indexed and 

available for searching. I have done some indexing of the 
1940 Census and am currently still running about a 98% 
accuracy rate.   They show 29 states at 100% and two more 
99%. The indexes have to be linked to the images and then 
made available for the additional nine states. These should 
be showing up in the next couple of weeks or less. They 
are indicating that overall they are over 65% on the way to 
completion. Unfortunately California is one of the two 
States that are at 99%. California has actually been at 
100% a couple of times but as problems are noticed it has 
been backed down to 99%. 

Oklahoma is the 20th State that an index for which an index 
is now available. I have been able to find two of my dad's 
sisters in the just released index and census pages. I am 
now only missing one additional sister out of the eleven 
children living in 1940. 

Arkansas is 74% indexed and I am missing six of my 
mothers siblings. I believe that I should be able to find 
most of them when the Arkansas index is available. In the 
mean time you can still search the images of all the 1940 
Census but it really helps if you know where to look. At 
the last Day Study Group we followed the suggestions of 
Steve Morse by looking in California for Audrey Meyers. 
We were successful in finding Audrey in the Census. A 
hands on demonstration seemed useful for everyone to be 
able to more easily follow the procedure.
 

mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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Martha Belle Collell
In Memorium
 1942-2012

 
Born Martha Belle Jorgensen on April 25, 1924 in 
Lewistown, Montana. She passed away peacefully in 
June 8, 2012 at Sutter Faith Hospital in Auburn, 
Calif., due to heart and kidney failure. She is survived 
by her loving husband of 60 yrs., Joe F. Collell and 
her devoted son Martin Dean Anderson.

She was raised in Montana, she had a great love for 
animals and the mountains. Martha and her husband 
lived in Auburn for many years. She was a member of 
Ladies Aux. to the VFW, Rebekiah Lodge Azalea No. 
117, and Literacy Support Council of Placer Co.

She is proceeded in death by her parents, three 
brothers, and a daughter. She leaves behind many 
friends and relatives, who will always love and miss 
her.

No services will be held.
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Frank W. Schmiedel,  Jr

I was twenty, a Coast Guard seaman first class, and was 
returning to Galveston on a bus from Houston when I saw 
smoke over Texas City. I was due back at the Coast Guard 
station at 0800. We received orders to prepare the fire boat, 
a tugboat, to help put out a dock fire at Texas City. The 
boatswain's mate came aboard and prepared our high 
pressure hoses and warmed up the engines to prepare for 
whatever might arise.

While we were proceeding up-channel, there was a 
tremendous explosion and a huge cloud arose in front of 
us. We were not prepared for the devastation. Fires were 
everywhere. Balls of string and rolls of toilet paper were 
strung out over wires. Metal debris was everywhere. What 
appeared to be straw had penetrated window glasses and 
steel girders. The girders looked like they had been shot 
with buckshot, they were so filled with holes.

We were told to stand by and help where needed. Another 
seaman, George C. Allen, and I carried a stretcher ashore. 
Bodies were strewn all over. Many had head injuries from 
looking around or over solid objects, watching the ship fire 
when it exploded. Many of the bodies had entrails 
extending from them. We scooped up what we could, put 
them on the body on the stretcher, and loaded them on a 
truck going to the morgue.

A lady speaking with authority guided us to survivors. She 
would tell us who to take and who not to because, "He 
won't make it." A man was mashed between two cars. His 
fingers were almost cut off from a broken window. The 
cars were moved, and he fell to the ground and died. I felt 
the power of his survival instinct despite what must have 
been unbelievable pain.

A barge was blown ashore. Beyond it was a hole full of 
dirty, oily water. I saw a head near the surface of the pool, 
stepped into the water and pulled on it expecting a body. 
But there was only a head. There were others in
that hole also, bodies and pieces of bodies.

There was a black man in a handsome blue pin-stripe suit. 
He said, "Please, can I help?" George was off somewhere 
else, so I said, "Sure!" He removed his double-breasted 
coat and tie and threw them on the ground. He took the 
back end of the stretcher, and for hours we carried children 
from that awful hole, all of them black. The explosion had 
happened on payday and I learned later that it was not 
unusual for non-workers and their families to come past the 
gates. That explained the unusual number of children there.

About a half-mile inland from the docks we found the 
ship's baker's scales, rolling pin, non-slip rolling canvas, 

and some of his weights. The blast had blown them from 
inside a storage bin inside the galley to this distance. A 
section of the Grandcamp's shaft had landed in the same 
area.

(Frank is on the right in the above picture)

During all this time we saw small trucks moving in and out 
the gate, looters taking safes and other valuables they could 
grab easily.

That morning some ladies brought donuts and coffee. They 
were like angels from above. We were tired and hungry, 
bruised and in shock from the destruction and death we had 
been working in. A commercial tug was standing by, 
waiting for the order to pull out a second ship into the 
roads. At about 2100 hours we were advised to shove off 
for the base. We were nearly there when a terrific light and 
explosion occurred. The High Flyer had exploded. The 
order to move her had not come in time.

Bodies were still being found from the first explosion, and 
now there were even more. There were some with outer 
garments blown off, and some had shoes but no socks; 
some had only elastic waistbands left on them. After seeing 
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and handling so many bodies, guts, heads, arms, and legs, 
after so much blood on my hands and clothes, so much 
grease and oil and dirt, so many bruises and cuts, I became 
numb to it all. To survive, I had to quit feeling and just do 
the job I was there to do.

Texas City was put under martial law. Some of the Coast 
Guard were issued small arms and patrolled the 
neighborhoods near the dock area to control pilfering. 
Many people offered us coffee, cocoa, and sandwiches 
throughout the night. This simple, kind act was a grand 
gesture at a time when gas and oil fumes were heavy in the 
air, and many feared that there would be another explosion 
at any time.

The second day, we were amazed at the organization. The 
remains of many victims were at the school gym. People 
were searching for missing family members. I could see the 
fear on the searchers' faces when they pulled back each 
cover. And I could see the relief when it wasn't their loved 
one. When the Coast Guard tug returned that day, we found 
and packaged several bags of ammonium nitrate for 
shipment to the Bureau of Agriculture for inspection.

It was many days before we were told that we would not be 
going back over to Texas City. I went to the radio shack to 
hear what was happening. A voice came over the wire 
describing how two more ladies' bodies had been found, 
stripped and partially burnt. My lower lip curled up, and I 
began to cry uncontrollably. "We must have missed finding 
them the first day. Were they alive then? Could we have 
saved them if we had found them then?" I fell to the floor 
and sobbed, out of control, caught up in my feelings for 
those many, many suffering people, the injured, the hurt 
families of the dead, and the way the dead had died.

Finally I sat up, feeling like a fool, and looked at the radio 
operator. "Why didn't you help me?" I asked. "You were 
doing okay," he replied. "You got it out of your system." 
And I did feel better and was able to go back to work 
without the numbness I had been feeling and with less 
horrible, demanding feelings driving me.

I will always carry with me the vividness of scenes from 
that first day, like snapshots in my mind, and the memories 
of the heart-wrenching dedication of the many people from 
all walks of life who joined together to patch up what they 
could of the disaster.

This is the first time I have tried to tell my experiences in 
one coherent story. My anguish and pain after fifty years 
come to my heart as if it were just happening.

How strong the people of Texas City were when they had 
to be!

Upcoming Meetings

June 28, 2012,  Lorenzo Cuesta to speak on: Expand 
Your Genealogical Findings with a Facebook Group
July 26, 2012, Gordon Orchard is speaking on Historical  
Maps Website
August 23, 2012, John Knox is speaking on Mining the 
Gold in County Archives
September 27, 2012, Linda Todd is speaking on 
Mocavo.com
October 25, 2012, Jim Rader is speaking on What can a 
genealogist use from DNA test results?
November 29, 2012, Member Sharing

Peter Ernst Richer

Peter was the first husband to my Aunt Viola and a first 
cousin to her second husband. I had very little information 
on Peter and when the 1940 Census for Oklahoma became 
available I looked for my aunt and Peter in the Census.

You can see that I searched for “peter richert” which is the 
spelling I had for Peter's last name. The third result had 
“Peter E Richer” with “Viola M” as his spouse. It looked 
like a great possibility but maybe a transcription error for 
their last name. Everything else seemed to fit. 

Looking at the Census image confirmed that it was 
transcribed correctly. It was interesting that they actually 
got the E correct also. I have other “Richert”s in my family 
file but no “Richer”s. Maybe the Census Enumerator did 
not hear quite right and made an error in entering the 
information on the Census. On the other hand, I had not 
had any luck in previously finding any records for Peter 
and Viola.
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The complete Census entry for Pete and Viola are above, 
note that in 1935 they lived in the “same place”.  The entry 
from the FamilySearch web site is below.

I had previously been unsuccessful at finding Pete and 
Viola or other of Pete's family, including any indication 
that Pete was related to Viola's second husband. I had very 
little information and none of it verified. Viola married her 
second husband in 1946, four months before I was born, so 
the family was not very talkative about Viola's first 
marriage. 

I removed the “t” from Pete's last name in my family file. I 
figured that maybe the family information that I had 
previously been give may have been in error and the “t” 
could always be put back with minimum effort. That 
seemed to be the right decision because I immediately got a 
shaky leaf in Family Tree Maker with several hints. 

All of the records indicated that Richer was the correct last 
name. Additionally I was able to find Pete's parents 
including their marriage license. (See just below)

Peter's mother was a Peterson. Viola's second husband's 
mother was also a Peterson. (Another marriage record)

I have yet to find what I believe to be two sisters together 
in a single record. Also although most everything is 
consistent I have multiple spelling variations on the sister's 
parents and multiple variations in dates. I also have an 
extra “t” now if anyone needs one.

Jerry Unruh

Nevada County Seminar
Nevada County Genealogical Society's 19th Annual 
Seminar "Digging For Your Roots.
Saturday, August 25, 1012 at Peace Lutheran Church, 828 
West Main Street, Grass Valley, 95945. Cost is $17.50 for 
members and $20.00 for non-members, includes syllabus 
with all the speaker's information. There will be 25 classes 
presented this year with each participants able to take 5 
different classes. Lunch will be available for $6.50 for 
those registered and paid by August 6th. Flyers with 
registration and class schedule will be out by the 2nd week 
of May 2012 and be available on the NCGS's web page at 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~cancgs/ 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestury.com/~cancgs/
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Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

Heritage Trail Event

On the weekend of August 11th and 12th, Placer County 
Museums will be coordinating the Heritage Trail event 
where 18 museums are open free of charge from Roseville 
to Tahoe.  Each museum is tasked with having special 
events or activities at their location and they have 
expressed interest in having someone from the Placer 
County Genealogical Society on hand both days to give 
demonstrations of family genealogy research. We think this 
would be a terrific idea and the Placer County Museum on 
the first floor of the courthouse would be a great spot.
The event runs both days from 10:00 to 4:00. 

May 2012 General Meeting

Our May meeting featured Maria Brower. Maria spoke to 
us on Records of Pioneers & Old Settler's Societies & 
Organizations. 

Maria provided an insight into records that many of us 
have not yet taken advantage. 

 

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meetings (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – June 28, 2012, Expand Your Genealogical Findings with a 
Facebook Group with Lorenzo Cuesta; July 26, 2012, Historical Maps Website with Gordon Orchard; August 23, 
2012, Mining the Gold in County Archives with John Knox

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – September 13, 2012. Barbara Leak leads the Day Study 
Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – July 12, August 9,  & September 13, 2012 – 
Family Tree Maker 2012 & Questions and Answers with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
September 1, 2012

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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