
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

September Evening Meeting
Thursday, September 27, 2012

Mocavo.com
Linda Todd

Linda was raised in Sacramento, California. She attended 
College in Sacramento. Linda worked 40 years for the 
State of California. She is married and has three children. 
Linda has always been interested in her personal family 
history and has spent more than 30 years working in many 
family history programs. She currently volunteers at the 
Regional Family History Library in Sacramento and is a 
member of the Board of Directors. Linda is the co-chair for 
the Center's Family History Seminars. She enjoys helping 
patrons with their research and she also teaching classes at 
the regional library and throughout the greater Sacramento 
Valley.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, October 11, 2012

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2012
Back to Some Basics

The FTM User Group meeting will look at Family Tree 
Maker 2012 with time for questions and answers on any 
version. We will attempt to cover some of the more basics of 
using Family Tree Maker starting with our October meeting. 
Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our 
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, October 8, 2012

10:00 am to 12:00 noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

The topic for the October Day Study Group has yet to be 
determined.

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated. 
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in June: Jacqui & John 
Marcella, John & 'Fred' Knox, Audrey Meyers, 
Carmel Barry-Schweyer, and Suzan Vander Linden.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The 1940 Census was released April 
2nd and it was completely indexed 
by everyone in less than five 
months. My experience is that the 
index on FamilySearch is more 
accurate than the one on Ancestry. I 
had previously found my 
grandparents in the 1940 census by 

knowing where they were living. My mother's parents were 
in the house my grandfather built and the family lived in 
for all my memory. It was the same thing for my father's 
parents except by 1935 they were living in a larger town – 
Enid, Oklahoma.

When the indexes were complete, I was able to find all of 
the aunts and uncles that I was previously unable to find. I 
did have to use several different census sites due to the 
indexing errors. The indexing errors are on top of the 
enumerator errors. At least with my family there seemed to 
be an inordinate amount of enumerator errors in recording 
their names as well as the indexing errors.

I mentioned that one of the people whose blog (Randy 
Seaver's Genea-Musings blog) I read did a real study on 
several of his family names and found FamilySearch had 
about a 12% indexing error rate and Ancestry had about a 
23% indexing error rate. My experience is very similar. 
Ancestry allows you to make corrections – although the 
errors are not changed the corrections you make are added 
to the index so that the people may be found. I have yet 
found any way to submit corrections to Family Search.

When I added the updates to the Ancestry indexes it took 
between two and four weeks for the updates to be 
processed. Ancestry adds your corrections as alternate 
information and gives you a chance to indicate the reason. 
Their default reasons are: Transcription Error, Incorrect in 
Image, Nick Name, Name Change, Variation, and Maiden 
Name. There is also a text area to add an explanation, this 
is optional. It would be nice to be able to make similar 
corrections at FamilySearch.
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John P Unruh in the 1940 Census

In previous newsletters I've mentioned finding my 
grandfather in the 1940 census. I found him in Enid in the 
family house that I remember. However, after my 
grandfather's name is “(ab)” indicating that he was absent 
when the enumerator came to the house. Ancestry had their 
index available for Oklahoma prior to FamilySearch. When 
I searched for him in the index there was no listing. When I 
went directly to the census page his last name was listed as 
“Unrich”. Although the enumerator was sloppy the name is 
readable, especially with several others on the same page 
with the same surname. 

When the FamilySearch index for Oklahoma became 
available I did a search for John P Unruh. In this case 
FamilySearch's index was correct and my grandfather was 
right on top of the list – twice. I checked the second 
instance and it was my grandfather and he was farming on 
a rented farm North-West of Enid. I went to Ancestry and 
went directly to the image for the rented farm. Interesting 
he was renting the farm for five dollars per month. The 
enumerator had placed a check mark on the last name of 
everyone on the page. The person doing the transcription 
decided that the check mark was a “V” so now my 
grandfather's name started with a “V” so his last name was 
transcribed as “Venrick”. Other than the check mark on top 
the “U” my grandfather's last name is very readable. 
Recognizing that there is a check mark on everyone's last 
name it is easy to see the proper last name of everyone on 
the census image page. 

John P Unrich

John P Venrick

I have submitted corrections to the indexing as 
transcription errors and my grandfather can now be found 
using the index on both FamilySearch and Ancestry.

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

Upcoming Meetings

October 25, 2012, Jim Rader is speaking on What can a
genealogist use from DNA test results?

November 29, 2012, Member Sharing

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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June 2012 General Meeting

 
At our June meeting we had Lorenzo Cuesta speaking on 
Expand Your Genealogical Findings with a Facebook 
Group. Lorenzo is a very dynamic speaker and if you get a 
chance to attend one of his speaking engagements you will 
find it very very entertaining. 

Lorenzo was able to con Joyce into doing most of the work 
including adding groups to her facebook account. Lorenzo 
also briefly covered other social network applications such 
as Twitter and then briefly mentioned YouTube, LinkedIn, 
Flickr, Google and Yahoo groups. Even briefer he 
mentioned GoodReads, Pinterest, Drop Box, Alpha Slides, 
Skype, Voxer, Wikipedia, and RSS feeds. Lorenzo in his 
brief mentions of other social networking pointed out their 
uses and related them to facebook so that the differences 
and usefulness were apparent.

July 2012 General Meeting

Gordon Orchard spoke at our July meeting on the 
Historical Maps Web Site. This is available at our local 
Family History Centers. It is one of the several premium 
web sites available at the Family History Centers although 
I have had some luck using the web site from home. 
Gordon gave us a good demonstration of how easy it is to 
use the web site. He also pointed out that is some cases 
maps were a little tricky to find because they were listed 
under a county or a state. 

I was able to find an 1893 map of Oklahoma with my 
great-grandfather's farm. This was the first time that I 
actually found the actual location of the farm. I was also 
able to find an 1893 directory with the family listed.
 
August 2012 General Meeting

Our vice-president John Knox spoke to us on Mining the 
Gold in County Achives. Although John used our local 
Placer County Archives for his examples he pointed out 
that similar treasures exist in other archives/repositories.

John pointed out that these treasures are not available 
online and due to the sheer size and number of items in 
these repositories will likely not be available in our 
lifetime.

See the next page for a partial indication of the resources 
available at the Placer County Archives.
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Family History Day 2012
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday of the Month) – September 27, 2012, Mocavo.com with Linda Todd

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – October 8, 2012. Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – October 11, 2012 – Family Tree Maker 2012 & 
Questions and Answers with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
October 1, 2012

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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