
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

January Evening Meeting
Thursday, January 24, 2013

Remember the Ladies:  
Find Your Female Ancestors

Pam Dallas

Pamela is a member of the Association of Professional 
Genealogists, Genealogical Speakers Guild, National 
Genealogical Society and several local societies.  She has 
served on the boards of several societies, including Vice 
President of the Genealogical and Historical Council of 
Sacramento Valley and Regional Director of the California 
State Genealogical Alliance.  She played a key role in the 
success of the National Genealogical Society Conference 
held in Sacramento in 2004, serving as Deputy Local Host 
Arrangements Chair.  Pamela has appeared on local 
television and radio talk shows to discuss genealogy and 
has written and appeared in several genealogy instructional 
videos aired on local TV.  She is a local, regional and 
National speaker and believes the best part of genealogy 
research is meeting wonderful fellow researchers. 

Discover the clues to find your elusive female ancestors. 
Finding the maiden name of your female ancestors can be 
frustrating and difficult. Find new ways to find her maiden 
name and learn about her as an individual.

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, February 14, 2013

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2012
Back to Some Basics

The FTM User Group meeting will look at Family Tree 
Maker 2012 and timelines with time for questions and 
answers on any version. Special in-depth topics can be 
scheduled. Please e-mail our group leader Jerry Unruh with 
any requests. 

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, February 11, 2013

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

The topic for the February Day Study Group has yet to be 
determined. 
B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated. 
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THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in November: John Knox, 
Audrey Meyers, Suzan Vander Linden, and Bob 
Baker.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I am honored to have been selected 
as this year’s president of the Placer 
County Genealogical Society.  I 
have been reflecting over the 
changes in genealogy since I last 
held the position of president of 
PCGS in 2001.  Interest in 
genealogy has exploded, reaching 

the imagination of all ages.  It became part of our cultural 
mainstream with television programs like “Who Do You 
Think You Are” and “Finding Your Roots,” which brought 
to life the results of solid research techniques, and made 
personal connections within historical context.  The 
amount of primary source documentation being digitized 
and made available through library and repository 
websites, as well as paid subscription sites such as 
Ancestry.com is staggering now, and seems to develop 
almost daily.    Social networking and web connected 
family associations bring people together in incredible 
numbers to work to untangle those tricky relationships of 
common ancestors, and further break down our brick walls. 
With all the information available to us, all the virtual 
connections with our distant cousins, all the ability to blog 
our family story to anyone who might care to read it, it’s 
no surprise that the role of the local genealogy society is 
being questioned and examined. 

How to make our society more relevant to our members is 
the Placer County Genealogy Society theme for 2013.  We 
have a great team in the Officers and Directors, the 
Committee Chairpersons and Associates, and our local and 
loyal members.  I am looking forward to getting to know 
all of you as we work together to find out how best our 
society can help each of you pursue your individual 
research needs and connect with new opportunities.   

Thanks to all who have stepped forward to fill open board 
and committee positions: Donna Coffman, our new 
Recording Secretary and Historian; Alora Lipsmeyer, who 
will be helping Joyce on the Program Committee and 
working on Publicity; Sheryl Frank, assisting Barbara with 
Librarian duties and the How to Begin Seminar; Robin 
Marshall and Eleanor Streeter for taking over Sales Table 
duties; and Toni Rosasco and Audrey Meyer as our 
Historic Organization Reps.  I want to give a special thanks 
to Toni Rosasco for her work on the nominating committee 
to get those positions filled.  We are still looking for a 
volunteer to be the Hospitality coordinator.  If you have an 
interest, this would be a great way to get involved with 
your society.   

We also need to acknowledge and thank our retiring 
officers for their service over the past years.  Bob Barker is 

retiring from the recording secretary position, and will now 
be helping in publicity. Thank you, Bob for your good 
work.  Barbara Leak is also retiring from the board.  In a 
recent conversation, Barbara mentioned that she has been 
an officer on the PCGS board continually since 1988, 
serving several years as President besides her most recently 
10-year stint as Past-President.  It is only because I know 
she will continue to share her knowledge and expertise 
with the society as the leader of the Day Study Group, the 
society Librarian, and as the organizer of the How to Begin 
Seminar that I can accept Barbara’s retirement from the 
board with good grace.  Thank you, Barbara.  Another 
impressive record is that of our former president, Jerry 
Unruh.  Jerry’s willingness to accept the challenges and 
responsibilities of the role of president over the past 10 
years deserves our admiration and respect.  I am grateful 
that Jerry will be bringing this breadth of experience to his 
new role as Past President. 

To all the returning Officers, Directors, and Chairpersons, 
thank you for all you do.  I am looking forward to a great 
year as we together explore ways to bring new and 
different opportunities to our society members, as well as 
the ability to forge new connections.  Because after all 
genealogy is, at its root, all about connection:  connection 
to our past, our family, our environment, our history, our 
community, and ourselves. 

Cindy Combs
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PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
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P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
VOICE MAIL (866) 894-2076

OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
President.....................................................Cyndi Combs
Vice President.................................................John Knox
Past President ...............................................Jerry Unruh
Recording Secretary................................Donna Coffman
Corresponding Secretary...............................Bev Russell
Treasurer.................................................Jacqui Marcella
Registrar.....................................................John Marcella
Director....................................................Audrey Meyers
Director......................................Carmel Barry-Schweyer

CHAIRPERSONS
Newsletter Editor...........................................Jerry Unruh
Publicity.................................................Alora Lipsmeyer
Field Trip/Car Pools..............................................Vacant
Historian.................................................Donna Coffman
Hospitality.................................Donna & Steve Coffman
Librarian......................................................Barbara Leak
Programs......................................................Joyce House
Research..........................................Research Committee
New Member Mailings..................................Bev Russell
Sales........................................................ Robin Marshall
Study Group................................................Barbara Leak
Door Prizes..................................................Pam Simning
Family Tree Maker Group ............................Jerry Unruh
PCGS Web Master.........................................Jerry Unruh
.............................................website@pcgs.pcgenes.com
PCGS Web Site.........................http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/

2013 Meeting Schedule

How to Begin Seminar 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM Saturday
Auburn-Placer County Library
06/15/2013

General Meeting
4th Thursday 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM, 
except November & December
Auburn-Placer County Library
01/24/2013 05/23/2013          09/26/2013
02/28/2013 06/27/2013          10/24/2013
03/28/2013 07/25/2013        *11/25/2013 
04/25/2013 08/22/2013
*Monday Prior to Thanksgiving 

Day Study Group
2nd Monday 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon, 
except July, August, & December
Auburn-Placer County Library
01/14/2013 04/08/2013         09/09/2013
02/11/2013 05/13/2013         10/14/2013
03/11/2013 06/10/2013         11/11/2013

Family Tree Maker User Group
2nd Thursday 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
LDS Church Bell Road
01/10/2013              05/09/2013         09/12/2013 
02/14/2013 06/13/2013         10/10/2013 
03/14/2013 07/11/2013         11/14/2013
04/11/2013 08/08/2013         12/12/2013

Board Meeting
Wednesday one week prior to General Meeting
Carnegie Library
01/16/2013 04/17/2013          09/18/2013
02/20/2013 05/15/2013          10/16/2013
03/20/2013 06/19/2013          11/13/2013

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:website@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:website@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:doorprize@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:sales@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:newmember@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:research@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:programs@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:librarian@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:hospitality@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:historian@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:fieldtrips@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:publicity@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:director@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:director@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:registrar@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:treasurer@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:correspondingsecty@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:recordingsecty@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:pastpresident@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:vicepresident@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:president@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent 
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of 
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). 
To switch from one mode to the other, you should 
unsubscribe from one and then subscribe to the other. 
There is no "no mail" mode -- if you want messages to 
stop, you should simply unsubscribe. You may also search 
or browse the archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a 
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

Upcoming Meetings

February 28, 2013, Speaker Not Yet Scheduled

Evalyn Sue Evans (Campbell)
November 25, 1953 – October 25, 2012

Evalyn was lovingly known as 
"Sue" to her family and friends. A 
group of Sue's friends (retired 
county co-workers) have donated 
money to honor Sue by the 
purchase of a book for the 
genealogical section of Placer 
County Library.

PCGS has matched the donations and has purchased the 
books in Sue's memory. The remainder of the ordered 
books have just recently arrived and we will be processing 
them for inclusion in the Auburn Library shortly. We will 
provide a listing of the books once they become available 
on the shelves.

November/December 2012 General Meeting

Our November meeting was reasonably well attended 
considering all the holidays. There were some really 
interesting family stories related by several of our 
members. 

We also had election of new officers. If you didn't have a 
chance to attend the meeting you may wish to check on 
page 3 and see if you were elected as an officer or assigned 
as a committee chairperson.

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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Anna Unruh

The following is a fairly extensive article on research on 
my family. There are several nuances I came across in my 
research. I would normally put these into separate articles 
but I seem to have lots of room in the newsletter so I will 
tie them all together. 

The following is a portion of an Ancestry image of a ship 
manifest showing my family’s immigration. As per our 
normal experience at least one family member is on the 
fold of the paper making it hard to read. There are two 
families shown on this partial image. The first is my great 
grandfather and the second is an older brother. This 
manifest if for the SS EMS which arrived in New York 
from Bremen on 9-September-1884. (You might want to 
write down the information shown in the fold – just for 
laughs.)

I copied the index information from Ancestry. I have 
removed most of the information that is not in question, 
departure port, arrival port, arrival date, etc. Ancestry has 
added a birth year with “abt” based on the age that was 
transcribed. So what is shown is Ancestry's transcription of 
the immigrate name, age and the added estimated birth 
year.

Peter Unruh abt 1843 41 
Helma Unruh abt 1856 28 
Peter Unruh abt 1879 5 6/12 
Anna Unruh abt 1865 19 
Johann Unruh abt 1884 3/12 
Cornelius Unruh abt 1841 43 
Helene Unruh abt 1847 37 
Elianbeth Unruh abt 1867 17 
Anna Unruh abt 1869 15 
Agneta Unruh abt 1871 13 
Johann Unruh abt 1874 10 
Peter Unruh abt 1877 7 
Cornelius Unruh abt 1883 11/12 

Some of the transcription is incorrect but for the most part 
was surprisingly accurate. My great grandmother's name 
was Helena not Helma and the other misspelling is 
Elianbeth instead of Elisabeth. I believe they even got the 
name in the fold correct – Anna! Generally the children are 
listed by age, this would put Anna out of order for some 
reason. Anna is listed as 19, Peter (above Anna) is listed as 
5 6/12, and Johann (below Anna) my grandfather is listed 
as 3 months old. Maybe Anna was the one carrying my 3 
month old grandfather.

The following image is from a book compiled and edited 
by Clarence Hiebert, Brothers in Deed to Brothers in 
Need, A Scrapbook about Mennonite Immigrants from 
Russia 1870 – 1885. (Page 426)

My great grandfather and great grandmother are at the 
bottom of the first column with Peter, Anna, and Johann at 
the top of the second column. Peter's brother and family 
follow after Johann. Helena and Elisabeth have the correct 
spelling along with everyone else. All of the rest of the 
information seems to agree with Ancestry's transcription 
even though Hiebert converted the fractional 6/12 to ½. 
Ancestry had also listed Johann's age as 3/12 rather than 3 
months. Minor changes aside, it appears that Anna (in the 
fold) is now 10 years younger – 9 years old as compared to 
19.                                             
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The following image is from Ancestry and is from a page 
from the 1885 Kansas State census. The census date was 1 
March 1885. 

The Ancestry transcription of the census information is as 
follows (name, age at last birth date, sex, race, birth 
location, marital status):
Peter Unruh 40 1845 Male White Soviet Union Married 
Lena Unruh 30 1855 Female White Soviet Union Married 
Peter Unruh 6 1879 Male White Soviet Union Single 
John Unruh 8m 1884 Male White Asia Single 
Anna J Unruh 72 1813 Female White Soviet Union 
Widowed

This census was taken approximately 6 months after my 
family immigrated to the US. In those six months Peter 
became one year younger, Lena (Helena) became two 
years older, Peter (son) became six months older and John 
(Johann) became 5 months older. However, it appears that 
Anna (in the fold remember) aged by either 53 or 63 years!

When I go back to the SS Ems manifest and look at the 
fold I read Anna's age as 69 rather than either 19 or 9. 
Anna J (Jantz) Unruh is the mother of Peter and Cornelius. 
Cornelius Unruh and his immediate family emigrated to 
Canada and Anna moved to Canada, lived with Cornelius' 
family and died in 1901 in Canada. 

A little more about the age differences. A lot depends on 
how the question is asked. Peter's birth date was March 19, 
so when the 1885 Kansas Census was taken it was less than 
three weeks until his birthday and they asked what was his 
age at his last birthday. Along with this type of difference, 
there was probably some confusion on which year some of 
the family was born. We all have some memory about 
double dates. Most of us have 1752 stuck in the back of our 
heads about the double date years. England and their 
Colonies changed calendars in 1752. The calendars 
changed in different countries in different years. The 
change to the Gregorian Calendar started in 1582 and 
continued into the 20th century. 

The 1885 Kansas census indicates that most of my family 
was born in the Soviet Union or Russia. The Soviet Union 
did not adopt the Gregorian Calendar until 1918. In 
immigrating to the “New World” (United States and 
Canada) some of the family converted their birth dates to 
the new calendar system they were now living under. Some 
of them changed the date as well as the year – there were 
eleven or so “lost” days in the change to the new calendar. 

The change to the Gregorian Calendar makes interesting 
reading. Some countries did not make the change all at 
once, they changed incrementally. There were other 
changes also. The day Easter is celebrated changed. I have 
information that ancestors were baptized on Easter in a 
particular year. To know when the person was baptized I 
need to research where they were living and which 
calendar was being followed to find the actual date.

If you look back to the Ancestry Kansas census image and 
the Ancestry transcription, I don't see the birth location 
shown on the image. Did Ancestry just make up the birth 
location. Well, here is a little secret (not really secret) that I 
am surprised that a lot of people don't remember. They 
seem to just let it slip out of their mind. A lot of the State 
censuses have multiple pages. The following is the portion 
of the second page of three for the 1885 Kansas State 
census. The columns shown indicate place of birth, where 
from to Kansas, trade or profession, attended school, and 
the last three columns indicate illiteracy (unable to read 
and write - age groups 10-15, 15-21, and 21 and older). 

The information on this page indicates that the family 
members other than John were born in Russia and John 
was born in Asia. All of the family came from Asia. Peter 
is a farmer. Lena and Anna are both considered illiterate, at 
least not able to read and write.

The third page of the census covers the military record of 
the individuals. This would not be applicable since the 
family had immigrated less than six months previously.  

Auburn FHC – Louise Spears Retirement

Those of use who volunteer or go to the Auburn FHC will 
be seeing some changes. One of the people who we have 
become so accustomed to seeing has retired. Louise Spears 
who, forever it seems, has opened the FHC after driving 
down from Foresthill will no longer be volunteering. 
Louise, if I remember right, is 94. It is probably time for 
her to retire after all these years of service.
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 Two Newsletter Delivery Options Available

Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate. 
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be 
mailed to you. 

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper 
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list when 
each new issue of the newsletter is published. The notice will 
include a link to the newsletter file, which you can download 
or view online. The electronic version of the newsletter is 
published in PDF format and can be viewed using the free 
Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read your newsletter 
on paper, but want to take advantage of the lower dues rate, 
you can print out the newsletter from your computer at 
home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be 
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies 
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep the 
registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

  ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:   $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter 
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's 
newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing 
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in 
attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family. (File Version: November 2010)
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Fourth Thursday) – January 24, 2013, Remember the Ladies:  Find Your Female Ancestors with Pam 
Dallas

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – February 11, 2013. Barbara Leak leads the Day Study 
Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – February 14, 2013, – Family Tree Maker 2012 & 
Questions and Answers with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
Carnegie Library on Almond Street in Auburn. All members are welcome to attend, but please let a board member know 
due to space restrictions and to confirm date and time.

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
February 1, 2013

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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