
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

February Evening Meeting
Thursday, February 27, 2014

Strategies for “Finding the Un-Findable”:  Seven
Case Studies

James Baker, PhD, CG

This presentation goes through step-by-step procedures to 
illustrate seven strategies for finding the most challenging 
data.  Examples are presented for using collaboration, 
search engines, family organizations, the tomes, property 
records, broadening your search, on-site hard-copy, and 
DNA evidence.    

Mr. Baker earned a PhD from the University of Utah, and 
is retired from a career in the aerospace industry.  During 
that time he consulted for many large companies, 
including;  Boeing, Cessna, Fiat, General Electric, 
Honeywell, Lockheed, and Raytheon.  He was an adjunct 
professor of sociology at UCLA and USC.   He has been an
officer of the Sacramento German Genealogy Society 
(SGGS) and has contributed numerous articles to its 
quarterly publication, Der Blumenbaum.   He also has 
written for the NGS Magazine and the NGS Quarterly.  For
the past ten years, he has volunteered at the Sacramento 
Regional Family History Center (FHC) as a German 
specialist.  He has taught an eight-hour class at the FHC in 
German genealogy which was webcast to other FHCs in 
northern California.   He has given genealogy presentations
locally, regionally, and nationally.   In 2011, he completed 
the requirements to become a Board-Certified Genealogist, 
with a specialty in German genealogy research.  He also 
does genealogy research for the Midwest US states.  His 
most fun job was when he played piano at Shakey's Pizza 
Parlor. 
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Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, March 10, 2014
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

Ethnic Emigration Databases

A surprising number of free, searchable databases of emi-
grants from Europe are available online. At our March 
study group, we will explore ten databases of emigrants 
from the following countries: Denmark, Finland, Germany 
(including Baden-Wurttemberg, Hamburg, the Palatinate, 
and Schleswig-Holstein), Norway, and Scotland.
 B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated. 

(Return to Table of Contents)

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, March 13, 2014

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2014 and Census Sources

The FTM User Group meeting will continue to look at 
Family Tree Maker 2014. We will take at look at merging 
Ancestry census records and sources/citations. We 
hopefully will also have time for Q and A time for 
questions and answers on any version of the program. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in November: Audrey 
Meyers, Suzan Vander Linden, Carol Peterson, and 
John Knox.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I had the good fortune to attend the 
Rootstech conference earlier this 
month in Salt Lake City.  This was 
my first RootsTech conference.  I 
have avoided the technology 
conference because when I hear the 
word “technology” I get a haze over
my eyes and my mind goes blank.  

You might surmise I am not the most technologically 
inclined person.  Oh, I can find my way around the internet
to research the ever increasing body of records showing up 
daily on Familysearch.org, county websites, libraries, 
archives and a plethora of other websites.  But my comfort 
level stops when faced with learning new technology and 
how to use that technology to better navigate the internet 
and databases, organize research, analyze data, connect 
with other researchers, document and write about my 
research, and yes research more effectively.  Let’s face it, 
technology intimidates me.  I’m challenged by voicemail!  
But my husband was intent on going to RootsTech, and this
is the year I am challenging myself to face my fears, so we 
went.  As with most fears, once faced one can move passed
them and reap the benefits.  This was certainly the case 
with attending the RootsTech conference.  So much 
information, so little time!  My brain is crowded with new 
information and ideas that I hope to process, use and share 
during this year.  I also hope to encourage those of you 
who haven’t attended a national conference to give it a try. 
There is nothing like being among thousands of 
genealogists, all with stories, all interested in your stories.  
  
A little closer to home, PCGS will be holding the Tracing 
Your Family Tree: How To Begin seminar March 29th this 
year.  This all-day free event covers such topics as 
genealogy recordkeeping, basis historical records sources 
and research strategies, internet genealogy and more.  If 
you are new to genealogy, this seminar is a great 
introduction.  If your feet are already wet, the seminar 
offers some valuable tips to further your research.  Even if 
you can’t make it to the seminar, I highly recommend 
acquiring a copy of the companion instructional handbook, 
Tracing Your Family Tree:  How to Begin.  This great little 
volume is full of information to keep us on track for using 
best genealogical practices as we conduct our research.  I 
particularly like the Chapter “On & Off the Shelves:  Tour 
of the Auburn Library & the Auburn Family History 
Center,” which explains how we can best use two research 
facilities located right here in Auburn.  The handbook will 
be available for purchase the day of the seminar and is sold
at the PCGS monthly general meetings. 
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PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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 Mailing List: CA-PCGS
We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). To
switch from one mode to the other, you should unsubscribe
from one and then subscribe to the other. There is no "no 
mail" mode -- if you want messages to stop, you should 
simply unsubscribe. You may also search or browse the 
archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

(Return to Table of Contents)

January General Meeting
Scandinavian Genealogy Research
Barbara Leak

Barbara gave a great introduction into Scandinavian 
research. Scandinavian research includes Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden. She indicated that the area has some 
of the best documented genealogical records. (They 
apparently still have a witness protection program.– ed.)

 

Barbara provided several web sites to assist in researching. 
Although most of the records are not in English, Barbara 
provided additional web sites for assisting in reading the 
records. She made it seem extremely easy. She also 
explained the transition from patronymic naming to the 
naming convention we are now used to.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Pedigrees

A pedigree is a pedigree. (Different from a pedicure.)

(Return to Table of Contents)

Polish Archival Records Online

Sszukajwarchiwach.pl. . . No, that’s not the cat walking 
across the computer keyboard. It’s a website containing 
digitized archival material, including church and civil 
registry office records, held by various state archives in 
Poland. With nearly 9.5 million documents online, it’s a 
very important resource for everyone with ancestors in 
Poland and all those parts of former Germany which are 
now in Poland (Pomerania, Silesia, West Prussia, etc.). The
website is located at http://szukajwarchiwach.pl/.  

It’s mostly in Polish, so read the following articles on the 
Pomeranian Griffin eV Blog for guidance in navigating the 
website and the records: 

“Church Records and Civil Registry Documents in Poland 
Online!” http://www.blog.pommerscher-
greif.de/kirchenbuecher-online/. (Translate the page to 
English (sort of) using the drop down menu on the upper 
right side of the page.)

“Reference Guide to the Polish Archive Collection”
http://pommerscher-
greif.de/sonstige/articles/suchanleitung.html
(This time the translation menu is on the left side of the 
page.)

(Return to Table of Contents)

PCGS T-Shirts

PCGS is promoting itself with our T-Shirts. Prices on T-
Shirts:  S to X-L  $15.00, XXL & XXXL $17.00.  All are 
100%cotton, pre-shrunk and Unisex. (hope all know 
Unisex means same style for men and women). We should 
be able to pick up the first order by February 26th for those 
who have already ordered, so we should have them to pass 
out on Thursday, 27th at General Meeting and be good to 
wear at our How To Begin Seminar. We will place a second
order when we have 12 additional orders.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States

One of the greatest U.S. historical atlases is refashioned for
the 21st century. Charles O. Paullin and John K. Wright’s 
Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States, first
published in 1932, has been placed online by the Digital 
Scholarship Lab of the University of Richmond (Virginia). 
This digital edition reproduces all of the atlas's nearly 700 
maps, many enhanced by animation to show change over 
time or made clickable to view the underlying data. The 
Atlas is online at http://dsl.richmond.edu/historicalatlas/. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Progeniture: Free Genealogy App for Android

Progeniture, the family historian’s companion, is a free 
genealogy app for your Android tablet or phone. With it, 
you can view GEDCOM files and take notes that can later 
be exported for printing or pasting into other genealogy 
programs. Progeniture is free for non-commercial use, with
no annoying pop-ups or advertising of any kind. It’s 
available for download from the Google Play Store at 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=uk.org.mikeparsons.progeniture.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Plymouth Colony Genealogy

“The Plymouth Colony Pages,” located at 
http://plymouthcolony.net/, is the gateway webpage to a 
number of genealogical sites administered by Dale H. 
Cook. Cook’s PlymouthColony.net holds a variety of 
resources for those whose research involves families of 
New Plymouth Colony (1620-1685) and the Massachusetts
counties that sprang from it - Plymouth, Barnstable and 
Bristol. It includes sites for Plymouth and Barnstable 
Counties, twenty-eight sites for cities and towns in the Old 
Colony, and one for Town Records of Barnstable County. It
also hosts three sites for towns in other Massachusetts 
counties, a set of forums for online genealogical and 
historical discussions, and four sites holding other 
genealogical resources.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Interesting Facts Addressed by FamilySearch 
Community Initiatives 

Approximately 28 billion people lived on the earth in 
recently recorded history—from A.D. 1500 to 2010.

Information for an estimated one billion unique individuals
may exist today in online family trees—a fraction of how 
many still need to be linked.

The bulk of online family history research today is focused 
on the records of North America, Europe, and Latin 
America. Less than seven percent of these records are 
searchable online today.

An estimated 60 billion historical records still exist to be 
digitally preserved and indexed.

Only eight percent of FamilySearch’s current online 
indexing volunteer workforce is non-English speaking. The
majority of historical records to be made searchable online 

in the future will require volunteers who read non-English 
records.

With current volunteers and resources, it could take up to 
300 years to make the current inventory of historical 
genealogical records searchable online. This time can be 
reduced to 20 to 30 years with more business and 
community involvement. 

Disclaimer: FamilySearch does not establish relationships 
with third parties or take other steps that may be in 
violation of the terms of contractual obligations. As a 
result, FamilySearch may not be able to provide some 
information, records, indexes, or other data to third parties 
or the public.

FamilySearch plans to collaborate on digitization projects 
with commercial family history companies to publish new 
historical records collections on FamilySearch.org that 
have never seen the light of the Internet. Working with 
individual industry leaders such as Ancestry.com, 
Archives.com, findmypast, Fold3, and MyHeritage will 
also increase and broaden access to the records 
FamilySearch has already published online. FamilySearch 
plans to involve many other interested organizations that 
will provide records, tools, and other resources to allow 
more people to build, preserve, and share their family trees 
online. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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 Two Newsletter Delivery Options Available

Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate. 
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be 
mailed to you. 

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper 
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list when 
each new issue of the newsletter is published. The notice will
include a link to the newsletter file, which you can download
or view online. The electronic version of the newsletter is 
published in PDF format and can be viewed using the free 
Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read your newsletter 
on paper, but want to take advantage of the lower dues rate, 
you can print out the newsletter from your computer at 
home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be 
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies 
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep the 
registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.
(Return to Table of Contents)

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

  ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:   $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's

newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in

attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family. (File Version: November 2010)
(Return to Table of Contents)



PLACER TRAILS February 2014 Vol. 35 No. 2 - 8

 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Forth Thursday of the Month) – February 27, 2014 Strategies for “Finding the Un-Findable”:  Seven
Case Studies with James Baker, PhD, CG

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – March 10, 2014, Ethnic Emigration Databases 
Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – March 13, 2014 – Family Tree Maker 2014 and 
Ancestry Census Records, Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the LDS 
Church on Bell Road. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date and time.

(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
March 1, 2014

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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