
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

May Evening Meeting
Thursday, May 22, 2014

Interpreting Church Records
The Rev. Dr. Judson O. Gears

The Rev. Dr. Judson O. Gears is a retired ordained United 
Methodist Pastor and has served churches in
Maryland, Texas, Pennsylvania, and California for more 
than fifty years.  He was the pastor of the Grass Valley 
United Methodist Church from 1983-1989.  He has been 
working on descendent family trees for over thirty years.  
His geographical focus has been Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Delaware, Virginia, New Jersey, and North Carolina from 
the earliest European settlements.  Currently he serves as 
President of the Board of the Nevada County Genealogical 
Society and we are also pleased to have him as a member 
of PCGS.

He will speak about early church records as an excellent 
source of information for births, marriages, and deaths 
before civil records became available.  His presentation 
will answer the following questions:  What do these 
records mean?  What else may lurk in the church’s 
archives?  What information might be available about the 
clergy?  Where to begin our journey to locate these 
records?

(Return to Table of Contents)

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, June 9, 2014

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

To Be Determined
B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, June 12, 2014

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2014 Q and A

The FTM User Group meeting will continue to look at 
Family Tree Maker 2014. We will also take time for 
questions and answers on any version of the program. 
Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in April: Audrey Meyers, 
John Knox, Bev Russell, Cyndi Combs, Carmel 
Barry-Schweyer, John and Jacqui Marcella.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I am always impressed with how 
much information the PCGS 
website has to offer.  I recently 
spent an afternoon happily 
navigating through various links on 
the PCGS Favorites, 

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/PCGS_Favorites.html, a list 
compiled by PCGS members who volunteer at the Auburn 
Family History Center.  My exploration this time took me 
first to the Digital Books section, which features several 
links to sites that contain an ever increasing number of 
digital books.  While some volumes require a fee and some
are private and not available, for the most part, books 
accessed through these links are free to read online and/or 
download. Each site has its own particular rules about any 
reading restrictions and navigation strategies, but once in 
you never know what you might find.  I spent a lovely hour
reading through The Mysteries and Miseries of San 
Francisco penned by “A Californian” in 1853; perhaps not 
the most genealogically pertinent volume, but a lot of fun 
for this historian.  However, there are enough 19th and 
early 20th century local histories, biographical sketches, 
city directories, ethnic studies, and recollections and 
memoirs to make digital books an important part of our 
genealogical research.  A reminder, check digital book sites
often as more volumes appear daily.

Another link-clicking took me to the Charts & Forms 
section to see if there might be a form that would solve all 
of my “organizing my genealogy” problems.  I do realize 
my expectations might have been high.  Several links took 
me to sites that included numerous forms designed to help 
with various organizational tasks, to create checklists, and 
to log research and correspondences.  I did find one form 
that caused me to remember an organizing chore that needs
doing; the “Ancestor Surname Variations” form.  One of 
my research lines is the Toffelmier family.  Having such a 
distinctive name in your research is a mixed blessing.  
While researching, I have never run into a Toffelmier in 
North America that isn’t in some way connected to my 
line, but finding them can be challenging. Documents have 
recorded the name beginning with an S, L, D, and K in 
addition to “T” and followed by almost any combination of
letters.  Since this line migrated to the United States 
sometime around 1735, there are numerous descendants, 
many choosing unique spelling of their surname, which 
further adds to the variations.  And yes, “Toffelmier” is a 
variation too.  I kept a running list of variants in my head 
when I was actively researching this line, but as I haven’t 
worked on this line for several years, my mind list is gone. 
The “Ancestor Surname Variations” form would be a good 

way to note the variations on all of your surnames, even the
less complicated ones, and can be consulted even years 
after when you might want to pick up the work again.  
Although I don’t think it would actually work for 
Toffelmier – there isn’t enough room on the form!  

We have so many resources available to help us research 
our genealogies.  I hope you will all take some time to 
explore the possibilities.                 
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PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Puzzilla.org

Above is a descendant chart display from puzzilla.org
It is a third party web site to display your family tree from 
FamilySeach.com. It is a different view and allows an 
overview for either ancestors or descendants. I find my 
FamilySeach tree very frustrating. As with the trees on 
Ancestry you can occasionally find some great 
information; however, the same problem exists where we 
are looking at information from others. Note that you do 
not need to be an LDS Church member but you do need to 
have a free FamilySeach account. I had to enter a couple of
generations and then FamilySeach connected me to their 
records. I have been combining people and I have my great
grandfather's children down to 25. My family has a lot of 
kids, not rich enough to have horses or oxen so they had 
kids, but my great grandfather only had 15 children. They 
also go back several generations past my brick wall. This 
wouldn't be bad but it is ancestors of “Unknown Wife”. 

The real puzzler is my female ancestor with 32 children 
(two husbands) who died before she was 16 years old. 
Even though I have encountered these major errors I have 

also gleaned some great information from FamilySeach. I 
am very cautious about merging in data from others family 
trees. 

In fact I am cautious about merging data into my database 
even from sources such as census records. The enumerator 
can make errors as well as the person transcribing the 
census. I think my worst example of this is the 1900 US 
census for my great grandfather Peter Unruh. On Ancestry 
Peter is indexed as Pelez Wcreek.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Upcoming General Meetings

June 26, 2014:
Pam Dallas
Research at the Sutro Library

July 24, 2014:
Barbara Leak
Researching Military Records

August 28, 2014:
Bob Chase
History of the Lincoln Highway

September 25, 2014:
TBD

October 23, 2014:
TBD

Monday, November 24, 2014:
PCGS Members
Panel Discussion

(Return to Table of Contents)

White Space

There is a lot of white space in the newsletter this month. 
This space is reserved for your article. Tell us about your 
finds as well as your frustrations. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). To
switch from one mode to the other, you should unsubscribe
from one and then subscribe to the other. There is no "no 
mail" mode -- if you want messages to stop, you should 
simply unsubscribe. You may also search or browse the 
archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

(Return to Table of Contents)

SPAM

I was curious about how many unwanted messages I 
receive each month. In April I decided not to clear out my 
email trash folder until the end of the month. I guess I was 
a little surprised when I looked at the folder at the end of 
April and it had 11,981 messages in it. That is almost 400 
(399.367) a day for each and every day of the month. It 
seems that May is a little heavier on the junk mail. I think it
is all the ads for flowers, candy, and etc. for Mother's Day.

If anyone is feeling left out or lonely, I can forward a lot of 
junk mail in your direction.

Jerry Unruh
(Return to Table of Contents)

April General Meeting

The Herzog-Landrith Historical Research Project
C. James and Melinda Herzog Landrith

Jim and Melinda provided many interesting stories about 
their research and documenting local cemeteries. They 
have documented over 400 cemeteries in Placer and 
surrounding counties.

C. James Landrith

Melinda Herzog-Landrith

I fully expected to hear about the bull in the farmer's field 
with the cemetery. I either slept through that story or heard 
it in my dreams.

mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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Those hiding in the back row...

Good attendance to learn about dead people...
There were a lot of questions which were all answered.

Cindy conducting the business meeting with Sheryl
keeping the minutes.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Family History Center Ancestry Documents

At this month's Family Tree Maker User Group meeting 
Donna and Ron Young shared a new Ancestry.com feature 
when doing searches at a Family History Center. Ancestry 
has added a feature to be able to send the document that 
you found to an email recipient, which includes yourself. 

Rather than printing the document to take home, you can 
just email it to yourself.  You can actually email it to 
anyone that you want. So far this feature has not been 
implemented within FTM but it probably isn't needed since
you would be running your own software on your own 
computer with your own Ancestry account. 

I always bring at least one USB flash drive to the FHC to 
save documents that I find. It looks if I only find one or 
two documents it may be quicker and faster to just email 
them to home. Now we just have to wait for the rest of the 
premium subscriptions available at the FHC to implement 
this feature (including FamilySearch).

(Return to Table of Contents)

Find A Grave Application

The recent acquisition of Find A Grave by Ancestry.com 
has had some advantages. Within a couple of months an 
application for use on smart phones and tablets was 
released. Recent upgrades to the application has made it 
very usable. 

I find that having pen and paper available to scribble on 
while working with Find A Grave a necessity to keep the 
data straight and know the changes you are requesting. 

Since we are dealing with others sometimes the results are 
not quite what you are expecting. I recently requested a 
picture of an aunt's headstone. It is a “double” headstone 
with her husband. I always take pictures of nearby grave 
markers and upload any that may be missing from Find A 
Grave. In this case the person taking the picture only took a
picture of the half with my aunt's information. Guess I will 
have to make another request for my uncle's side.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Blackout

My father enters the living room with a worried expression 
on his visage.  Since the bombing of Pearl Harbor, we all 
have been afraid of a Japanese air strike.  We live only 
eight blocks from Mare Island, where submarines are built.

My father, who is too old to be in the Army, serves as a 
Civil Defense Warden.  He has a territory that he must 
patrol every night.  He always wears his Civil Defense 
armband that has the design of a red and white triangle 
surrounded by a blue circle.  This emblem is extremely 
patriotic.  My father also has a white hardhat that will 
protect him from any falling debris.  It looks like 
something a hunter would wear on a safari.

My father walks across the room towards the front door.  
His large boots clank loudly as he takes long, swift strides. 
In his left hand, my father carries a slender flashlight that 
has red tissue paper carefully wrapped around the edges.  
There is a small whistle around his neck for use in case of 
emergencies.  He must go out on patrol and make sure that 
all the houses are ready for the blackout.

All automobile headlights must be covered.  The windows 
of all buildings must be covered with opaque materials.  
Black, heavy curtains must not allow any cracks of light to 
slip through.  I knew that my father would be keeping the 
streets safe long after I fell asleep.

The black shade in my room is closed.  The old-fashioned 
lamp that is clamped to the brass headboard of my bed is 
out-fitted with a special blue light.  White light might 
sneak through any tiny crack in the shade, but the low 
intensity blue light only gives off a soft glow.

My grandmother, her hair a silvery-grey, lay beside me 
providing comfort by her presence.  We are propped up on 
pillows against the brass headboard.  The gold rims of her 
hexagon glasses shimmered faintly in the muted light.  Her 
outstretched arms held a tiny book close to the light as she 
strained to read the text with her poor eyesight.  The tiny 
book is about Blacky, a small black kitten with a white spot
above his nose.  Blacky is on a seemingly never ending 
quest to acquire breakfast.  Before Blacky even reaches the
baby calf who shares his milk, I fell into a deep, dark 
dreamworld.

In my dreams, I see planes flying overhead dropping their 
destruction upon us.  I dream about a man chasing me for 
blocks, until I reach the safety of my Victorian home.  I 
fear the dark and the air raid sirens.  I’m scared, yet I don’t 
always know why.  I am so soundly asleep that I don’t hear
the return of my father with his clanking boots.  In the 
future, I will not live in a world of darkness.

Written by Jon Peterson for English class assignment based
on interview of his mother, Carol Peterson.

Changes in facts for assignment:

My father did not wear large boots.  This was from the 
Civil Defense Manual.

Bed was black metal rather than brass.  Grandmother’s 
glasses were round frames.

Grandmother didn’t have silver grey hair.

(Return to Table of Contents)



PLACER TRAILS May 2014 Vol. 35 No. 5 - 7 -

FamilySearch Records Access

At RootsTech this last February it was jointly announced of
a partnership to share FamilySearch records in the LDS 
Granite Vault. For access to the records, FamilySearch 
partners will provide free access to LDS Church members. 
The records will be available on the FamilySearch web site
also. The three initial companies were Ancestry.com, 
findmypast.com and MyHeritage.com. I believe that 
agreements have been reached with additional companies 
since RootsTech. FamilySeach had estimated that it would 
take 300 years to digitize the records at the current rate 
(FamilySearch is adding millions of record a month, but 
still “For the top countries with the highest online research 
demand, using our existing resources and volunteers, it will
take up to 300 years to index the 5.3 billion records that we
already have,” “And there are another 60 billion records 
that still need to be digitally preserved.”). Their goal is to 
reduce this time down to less than one generation.  Access 
for LDS Church members to the partner web sites was to 
happen at the end of this year or the beginning of next year.

If you remember the 1940 Census release and the estimated
time lines for indexing of the Census verses the short time 
it was accomplished in. Two of the Church members who 
volunteer at the Family History Center have already 
received their full free access to Ancestry.com, 
findmypast.com, and MyHeritage.com. We checked out 
their access two weeks ago and it is the full premium 
access to all three subscriptions. Just like with the 1940 
Census, progress is happening at a much faster rate than 
estimated.

It is estimated that less than 3% of the 15 million LDS 
Church members are actively researching. So it seems that 
the FamilySeach partners are not giving up too much for 
access to all the Granite Vault records. However, all of us 
will benefit from these agreements since the records will be
available to us whether for free on FamilySeach or through 
our paid accounts, e.g. Ancestry.com. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Forth Thursday of the Month) – May 22, 2014 Interpreting Church Records with The Rev. Dr. 
Judson O. Gears

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – June 9, 2014, To Be Determined Barbara Leak leads the 
Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – June 12, 2014 – Family Tree Maker 2014 Q&A 
with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the LDS 
Church on Bell Road. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date and time.

(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
June 1, 2014

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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