
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

September Evening Meeting
Thursday, September 25, 2014

Identity Theft
Detective Ryan West

Detective West has been with the Sheriff’s Office for more 
than 14 years and the last 7 years as a Detective 
investigating ID theft and financial crimes in South Placer 
County.  He has extensive training in this field and has had 
numerous cases investigated and prosecuted.

He will explain what ID theft is, how your identity is 
compromised, your rights as a victim, how to prevent or 
make it more difficult to have your identity stolen and what
to do if you become a victim of identity theft.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, October 13, 2014

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

Names
B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, October 9, 2014

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2014 Q and A

The FTM User Group meeting will continue to look at 
Family Tree Maker 2014. We will also take time for 
questions and answers on any version of the program. 
Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PLACER   T  TRAILS

THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in June: Audrey Meyers, 
Carol Peterson, John Knox, Suzan Vander Linden, 
Bev Russell, Cindy Combs, Cyndi Davis, and John 
and Jacqui Marcella.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome back after the long 
summer.  I hope you all were able to
have some genealogical adventures 
and will share your stories at our 
next meeting.

PCGS has two activities planned 
during the upcoming months, a field

trip to Sutro Library in San Francisco and a member 
sharing evening.  Look for additional information on the 
Sutro trip in this newsletter.  The member sharing evening 
is planned for the last general meeting of the year, held this
year on November 24th.  This is also the Society’s annual 
meeting during which we will elect officers and directors 
for the following year.  This brings me to today’s topic, 
getting involved in your society by becoming a member of 
the Board of Directors or taking on a committee 
chairperson or committee member position.  

PCGS has a nine-member Board of Directors responsible 
for planning the Society’s activities.  The nine member 
include seven officers and two directors-at-large.  The 
Board meets monthly, except for July, August and 
December. The officers include: President responsible for 
running meetings, and generally acts as a spokesperson for 
the Society; Vice President, who acts in place of the 
President in his or her absence; Recording Secretary, in 
charge of taking meeting minutes; Corresponding 
Secretary, responsible for conducting correspondences 
under Board direction; Treasurer, responsible for keeping 
the Society’s financial records; Registrar, who maintains a 
list of the current members; and the Past President, advisor 
to the President.  The directors-at-large have no assigned 
duties but participate in Board activities and decisions.   

In addition to the Board of Directors, PCGS has several 
Standing Committees that further divide up the 
responsibilities of operating a successful society.  
Hospitality provides refreshments at our general meetings. 
The Library Committee assists in the organization and 
maintenance of the PCGS materials housed in the 
genealogy section of the Auburn-Placer County Library.  
The Program Committee organizes and schedules guest 
speakers. The Publicity Committee works with local media
to promote Society meetings, activities and events.  The 
Newsletter Editor publishes this newsletter.  The Research 
Committee answers research requests received by the 
Society.  

As you can see, there are numerous ways that you can 
participate and contribute your unique talents, whatever 
they are.  Some positions involve attending meetings, some
require working in a group, and some cater to those who 

like working alone.  The point is that there is something 
everyone can do to help make our Society great.          

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Upcoming General Meetings

October 23, 2014:
Barbara Leak US Military Pension Records

Monday, November 24, 2014:
PCGS Members Member Sharing

(Return to Table of Contents)

Field Trip to the Sutro Library

Wednesday, October 8.  

We are arranging a field trip to the Sutro Library which is 
located at the San Francisco State University.  This library 
is the largest genealogical library west of Salt Lake City.  It
opens at 10 am and closes at 4:45 pm.   We will leave 
Auburn at 8 am with the intent of being there when it 
opens.  We will start with a tour of the library.  Bring your 
own lunch.  If we stay until the library closes, we can 
expect to return to Auburn around 7 pm.  We currently 
have 6 people interested in going; however, arranging 
transportation to and from San Francisco has become the 
challenge.  If we can get carpool drivers, we are looking at 
going on Wednesday, October 8.  

The alternative is the possibility of going in March with the
Genealogical Association of Sacramento (GAS).  They hire
a large bus once a year—usually they have room for 
several more people.  They charge $40 for the round trip 
and drop you off 1 block of the library.  GAS usually go on
the 4th Wednesday in March.    

Please contact me if you want to go in October, you are 
willing to be a carpool driver, or if you prefer going in 
March, please contact Joyce House at jhouse1@att.net 

(Return to Table of Contents)

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). To
switch from one mode to the other, you should unsubscribe
from one and then subscribe to the other. There is no "no 
mail" mode – if you want messages to stop, you should 
simply unsubscribe. You may also search or browse the 
archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Checking Family Lore – How Accurate Is It?  
Using History to Check

We have all heard stories about our family’s past and the 
people in it.  Using genealogical research and history, it 
may be possible to verify or disprove such family lore.  
When I started to research my husband’s family, I asked 
my father-in-law, Eugene Joseph Gebel, what he knew 
about his family’s origins.  He gave me his father’s and his 
grandfather’s names.  

He also told me the story he had heard of why his Gebel 
family came to this country.  They were French, living in 
the Alsace-Lorraine region of France.   After France’s loss 
in the Franco-Prussian War, people in formerly French 
areas that were ceded to Germany were required to speak 
German and change their names to their Germanic forms.  
The Gebels did not want to be German and so immigrated 
to the United States.  I set out to try to verify this story.

I began by reading about the history of the Alsace-Lorraine
region.  After the Franco-Prussian War which ended in 
1871, much of this region did become part of the German 
Empire.  However, the Germanic names of the towns and 

mailto:jhouse1@att.net
mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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surnames of the people of Alsace-Lorraine reflect the 
history of the region over the past 2000 years.  During 
much of this time the area was under German control.  
France began to gain control of the area in the early 1600s 
and maintained control until 1871.  

Alsace consisted of two departments: Haut-Rhin and Bas-
Rhin.  Lorraine at the time was made of the departments of 
Meurthe-et-Mosselle, Meuse, Moselle and Vosges.  Only 
the departments of the Haut-Rhin, Bas-Rhin and Moselle 
became German.  Therefore, I expected that the origin of 
the Gebels was in one of these three departments.

My husband, Chris Eugene Gebel, and his father, Eugene 
Joseph Gebel, and his father, Eugene Louis Gebel were all 
born in Canton, Ohio.  My father-in-law, Eugene Joseph, 
gave me the date of his father’s birth.  He also told me that 
his grandfather’s name was Emil and that he had been born
in France.  Emil is the German form of the French name 
Emile. 

I began family research before there was an internet and so 
used microfilms of census records, as well as letters of 
inquiry, to gather information.  The 1910 census was the 
most recent one available.  In Ward 1 of Canton, Stark 
County, Ohio, I found a record for forty-three year old 
Emil Gebel who was reported as being German-born.  
Among the household members was his nine-year old son, 
Eugene, who had been born in Ohio.  Eugene was the right 
age and in the right city to be my father-in-law’s father.  
His father’s name was the right name and his native 
country was right.  Although I did find the family in the 
1900 census, I did not locate them in the 1880 census.  
Perhaps they had arrived after the 1880 census was taken.

Census records indicated that Emil Gebel was naturalized 
as did his death certificate, which gave his birthplace as 
Alsace-Lorraine and his name as Emile Louis Gebel.  This 
certificate gave his parents’ names: Joseph Gebel and 
Marye Seidel. 
 
In 1910, a Joseph and Mary Gebel, born in France, were 
living in Canton, Ohio. They reported immigrating in 1882 
although in the 1900 census the immigration date had been 
given as 1881.  They were naturalized citizens.

Mary Gebel’s will dated 8 June 1907 gave her husband’s 
name as Frank Joseph Gebel and her children as Edward, 
Emil, Eugene and Ida.  Her death certificate of 1915 gives 
her birthplace as Alsace, France.  Her husband’s death 
record in 1914 gives his birth country as France and his 
name as simply Joseph Gebel.  His record of intent to 
become a United States citizen, dated 26 September 1883, 
stated he was a native of “Elsace” and that he entered the 
United States on 26 March 1881.  Joseph Gebel’s 

naturalization record is dated 26 March 1886 and states 
that he renounced his allegiance to the State of “Elsafs 
Lothringen” and to the Emperor of Germany.

Further research revealed that the Joseph Gebel family left 
from the port of Le Havre, France, a popular port of 
departure for Germans.  They sailed on the ship “France” 
and arrived at Castle Garden, New York, on 23 March 
1881.  It is likely that processing of their arrival and the 
granting of entry into the United States may have taken 
three days so that they entered the country on the 26th of 
March, 1881.  In the 1880s five years residency was 
required in order to become a U.S. citizen.  Joseph Gebel 
filed intent to become a citizen on the first day that he 
legally could; and he became a citizen of the United States 
on the first day that he legally could.  Seems that this 
family story was definitely an accurate one.  Why did they 
wait ten years after their homeland became German to 
emigrate?  Probably to raise enough money for the journey 
and it is possible that they needed permission to leave.

Joseph Gebel’s papers of intent to become an American citizen
were filed exactly two and one half years after he entered the

United States.
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In becoming an American citizen exactly five years after entering
the United States, Joseph Gebel renounced his allegiance to the
Emperor of Germany, an allegiance that was forced upon him as

a result of the Franco-Prussian War. 

I still wanted to know the “hometown” of the Gebels.  
Since the naturalization records indicated Alsace, not 
Lorraine, I knew I should look in the Haut-Rhin and the 
Bas-Rhin.  I used the microfiche records of the 
International Genealogical Index at a near-by genealogical 
room of the Latter-Day-Saints.  I could find no Gebel listed
for either department.  I did find a record for a Seidel in 
Kirchberg in the Haut-Rhin, although it was not my Mary.  
However, I ordered the microfilm of Kirchberg births in the
time period in which Mary Seidel would have been born 
and there I found her.

Anne Marie Seidel was born 8 March 1832 in Kirchberg, 
Haut-Rhin, and married to Francois Joseph Gebel in 
Kirchberg on 23 July 1862.  It was her second marriage.  
Her husband, Francois Joseph Gebel, was born 12 May 
1834 in nearby Sewen, Haut-Rhin.  The couple lived in 
Kirchberg where their children were born.  Birth and 
marriage records reveal the pattern of German surnames 
with French forenames going back for the several 
generations that I found.  The family followed the French 
custom of using the second given name in daily use so that 
the names used most were Mary (Marie), Joseph, and 

Emil(e).  The history of the Alsace Lorraine helped me to 
learn the story of my husband’s family.

Carol Gebel

 View of an entrance to Kirchberg, Alsace, France. Copyright
held by photographer: “Prankster”, permission to use and

distribute given in Wikipedia’s Commons.
(Return to Table of Contents)

Childhood Memories WWII

Everyone was involved and impacted with lives disrupted.  
We lived near a shipyard so lots of people had to come 
from other parts of the country to work so there was a 
housing shortage.   There were shortages of lots of things 
and rationing as well as many things were just not made 
during the war.

Coffee, sugar and gasoline are the things I remembered 
being rationed and there were books of coupons for these 
items.   I remember that every drop of bacon grease was 
saved and turned in to the butcher.   We had a Victory 
Garden growing vegetables in the backyard.

Tin cans had the top and bottom cut out and were smashed 
flat.  I tried to smash them but my foot wasn’t big enough 
and the can would dent in the middle and my shoe would 
be stuck and I would walk around with the can on the 
bottom of my shoe.
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Toys were made of wood as all metal went to the war effort
to make tanks and bullets.  No new cars were made as car 
makers made jeeps and trucks for the military.  Clothes did 
not have zippers but button closings.  Shorter skirts were 
the style as they took less material.   I had one pair of white
high top shoes which my grandmother polished every 
night.

There was no bubble gum during the war and after the war 
we were allowed 2 pieces only at the store.  None of the 
children knew how to blow bubbles so my aunt sat on the 
front steps with all the neighbors to teach us how to stick 
our tongue through the gum and blow the bubble.

New appliances were not available and after the war when 
they did start making them you were put on a waiting list.  
Even if you had the money you couldn’t just go to the store
and buy items.

I wanted Raggedy Ann and Andy dolls but they were not 
made.  No one went on vacation as they worked long hours
and gasoline was rationed.  People got a long vacation after
the war.  My grandfather worked 16 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, building the barrels for Howitzer guns at Yuba 
Manufacturing Co.  in Benicia, California.

My grandmother thought her kitchen should have new 
wallpaper every 2 years and Grandpa didn’t have any time 
to do it.  I felt bad for my grandmother and decided to help 
by using catalog samples and glued them to the wallpaper.  
I had a pretty big area done by the time she saw me and 
they wouldn’t come off.   She wasn’t mad at me as she got 
new wallpaper because Grandpa had to hire a man to put 
up new wallpaper.

They were having trouble casting the Howitzer barrels with
a high failure rate in Troy, NY and they sent my 
grandfather across the country by train to solve the 
problem.  He talked about not getting to see  the lights on 
Broadway as everything was dark so bombs would not be 
dropped.  He never got to go back after the war so we took 
him down the Las Vegas strip as a substitute.

Carol Peterson
(Return to Table of Contents)

TMG to be discontinued

Posted 29 July 2014 - 06:04 PM 

I am sad to report that the decision has been made to 
discontinue The Master Genealogist ("TMG").

While thousands of TMG users appreciate the program’s 
many powerful features that are unmatched in other 
software, the market for those advanced features has 
proved to be insufficient to support the infrastructure that is
necessary to support it and continue development.  A 
variety of my own health issues have also contributed to 
this decision as I have fewer opportunities to focus on the 
things that would be necessary to develop and market the 
program.

There is every reason to believe that TMG will continue to 
work for existing users for the foreseeable future but 
official support will end at the end of 2014, although we 
may release some more bug fixes (but no new features) 
before that.  In the interest of those who may want to 
communicate their data to family members or upgrade to 
the latest release, we will continue to sell the full product 
and updates through September with the understanding that
product development has been discontinued.

After the end of the year, I expect to maintain the support 
forum which would be available for user-to-user support. 
Other online support forums, including the TMG-L mailing
list, are also available to users.

For 25 years, TMG has repeatedly pushed the boundaries 
of genealogical software and promoted the highest 
principles of scholarship in record-keeping and reporting.  
It has encouraged users to expect more from their family 
tree software, especially in the area of source citations, and 
the industry has responded by setting new and higher 
standards in its suite of “standard features.”  To lesser 
degrees, programs have begun to emulate some of TMG’s 
other innovative features, including its powerful 
filtering/searching functions, flags, customizable screen 
layouts, shared events (i.e., witnesses), and narrative output
options. 

As genealogical data has become more sophisticated, 
researchers have been increasingly confronted with the 
many limitations of GEDCOM in transferring that data.  
For more than two decades, our GenBridge technology has 
demonstrated that much more complete and accurate 
transfers can be achieved through direct imports.  Other 
family tree programs have implemented the GenBridge 
technology or developed similar direct-import strategies, 
resulting in the preservation of precious data for countless 
researchers.

I am proud of the leadership role that TMG has played in 
the evolution of genealogical software and I encourage 
TMG users to continue to press developers to raise their 
standards and implement features that allow researchers to 
do the same. 
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In the interest of preserving users’ data, I have released a 
document that details TMG’s internal file structure and I 
will make GenBridge available for free to developers who 
wish to produce a direct import from TMG insofar as their 
programs support the same features.

It goes without saying that this has been a painful decision 
and is a significant milestone for me.  TMG has been a 
major part of my life for more than 25 years and it is not 
easy to let it go.  I recognize too and regret the degree to 
which it may leave researchers uneasy about the future of 
their data and the prospects for their research tools.  I am 
taking a necessary step back from the genealogical 
community but with the hope that my contribution to it has 
left researchers better equipped to accomplish their 
research goals.

Bob Velke
Owner
Wholly Genes, Inc.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Summer Happenings

June General Meeting
Pam Dallas Research at the Sutro Library

July General Meeting
Barbara Leak Researching Military Records

Heritage Trails

August General Meeting
Robert Chase History of the Lincoln Highway

(Return to Table of Contents)
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Forth Thursday of the Month) – October 25, 2014 Identity Theft with Detective Ryan West

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – October 13, 2014, Names
Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – October 9, 2014 – Family Tree Maker 2014 Q&A 
with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the LDS 
Church on Bell Road. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date and time.

(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
October 1, 2014

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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