
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

October Evening Meeting
Thursday, October 23, 2014
US Military Pension Records

Barbara Leak

Military pension application files contain original 
documents that give first-hand accounts of a veteran’s 
military service, as well as personal and family 
information. Explore who was eligible for pensions, what’s
in their files, and the various finding aids that exist.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, November 10, 2014

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

TBD
B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, November 13, 2014

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2014 Q and A

The FTM User Group meeting will continue to look at 
Family Tree Maker 2014. We will also take time for 
questions and answers on any version of the program. 
Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing in June: Audrey Meyers, 
John Knox, and Suzan Vander Linden.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy autumn!  We are winding our
way towards the holiday season and
the end of the year.  You can get a 
jump on the new year and renew 
your PCGS membership early.  
Look for the renewal form in this 
newsletter.  Annual membership 
dues are $10.00 if you opt for 

electronic mailing and $15.00 if you choose posted mail.  If
you still receive a paper newsletter, I would urge you to 
consider switching to electronic mailing.  It’s efficient, 
helps out the newsletter editor, and it’s a lot less expensive 
to produce.  And you can always print a copy if you need 
paper!  

The nominating committee is working on filling the slate 
of nominations for directors and officers for 2015.  We still 
have a few positions open, so if you get a call, please 
consider accepting the challenge.  If you don’t get a call, 
and would like to get involved, send me an email.  We 
would love to hear from you.  Elections will be held at the 
November 24th general meeting, which the Monday before
Thanksgiving.  This is also our member sharing meeting, 
so be thinking of a story you can share with the group.  It’s 
a fun evening.  

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Upcoming General Meetings

Monday, November 24, 2014:
PCGS Members Member Sharing

(Return to Table of Contents)

Proposal to Widen Nevada St., Old Cemetery? 

Tooling around Auburn Journal and saw article re above. 
Couple phone calls, got more info: proposal is to widen 
Nevada St., Adding a Bike Lane on Either side and a 
Sidewalk at 6 feet EACH.

The bike lanes, sidewalk and retaining wall would add 
approx. 20-25 to Nevada St.  Where would this land come 
from?  From the Old Cemetery. The land on the West side 
of Nevada St. is railroad easement.

There are graves right next to the current fence, especially 
the Veterans Area.  Public Works apparently has a rather 
cavalier attitude regarding the graves.
Taking 20-25 feet would be a huge chunk of land to take 
from the Old Cemetery.

There was a Public Workshop at City Hall, hopefully some 
people were able to show up and protest this action. Is 
anyone aware of the meeting outcome?

The City cannot enact Eminent Domain against another 
Public Agency (ie. the Cemetery District).

(Return to Table of Contents)

Field Trip to the Sutro Genealogical Library

The Sutro Genealogical Library is located on the campus 
of the San Francisco State University.  It is the largest 
genealogical library west of Salt Lake City.  We have 
decided to go with the Genealogical Association of 
Sacramento (GAS) to the Sutro Library.  They arrange a 
bus trip every year in March.  They provide seating on the 
bus to other genealogical societies.   I have requested a 
block of seats be reserved for us.  The date for the field trip
is Wednesday, March 25, 2015.  

The bus departs from Arden Way and Point West Rd., in 
front of Double Tree Hotel between 7:15 - 7:30 AM.  We 
can arrange to car pool from Auburn to the Bus pickup 
point.  We should leave Auburn about 6:15 AM.  We can 
meet at the Park and Ride lot near the train station at 
Blocker Drive.  

By the end of February, GAS needs to know how many 
people are going.  Earlier this year the cost for riding the 
bus was $40.  The cost may go up $2.  As soon as I have a 
firm price, I will let you know.  Your check needs to be 
made out to Genealogical Association of Sacramento or 
GAS.  The last date I will collect checks will be at our 
February 26, 2015, General Meeting.  The checks will not 
be cashed until GAS has enough people to pay for the bus 
as of the 1st of March.  In addition to your check, I need to 
provide GAS with your name, address, phone number and 
email address.

The bus will drops off the passengers one block from the 
entrance to the Sutro library.  Next year, March 25 will be 
during spring break at the university, therefore, the 
cafeteria in the building will not be open.  There is a 
Starbucks and a nice eating area you can use should you 
bring your own lunch.  Also, there is a mall with 
restaurants about 3 blocks from the library.  Also, I will 
arrange for our group to have a tour of the library shortly 
after our arrival.

The bus will arrive around 9:45 AM; the library opens at 
10 AM.  Bus passengers stay at the library until 4:45 PM, 
then we make our way back to the bus pick up site a block 
away.  Anticipated arrival time to Sacramento is about 7 
PM.  

Please contact Joyce House at jhouse1@att.net with any 
questions.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). To
switch from one mode to the other, you should unsubscribe
from one and then subscribe to the other. There is no "no 
mail" mode – if you want messages to stop, you should 
simply unsubscribe. You may also search or browse the 
archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

(Return to Table of Contents)

FREE Book on Dating 19th Century Daguerreotypes, 
Ambrotypes, and Cased Tintypes

As family historians, we love photographs.  Sometimes 
though we struggle to figure out who is actually in the 
photograph.  To help us with that challenge, we often try to
determine exactly when the photograph was produced.

If you are dealing with a 19th century photograph, that task
might be a little easier now that Sean William Nolan has 
written Fixed in Time, a FREE book.  Here is his PR 
release ...

The book, "Fixed in Time", contains illustrations 
of hundreds of mat and case styles, identified by 
the specific years during which they were used. 
Many styles were used for only a brief time, 
allowing you to date some early photographs to 
within a year.

This has been a labor of love for the past two 
years, bringing together my interests in 
photography, history, and my skills as a 
programmer.  The book is the fruit of extensive 

research, having located over 2,100 objectively 
dated photographs from 1840 to 1865.  Other 
guides exist to help you date photographs, but they
are not as accurate as mine, being based small data 
sets and conventional wisdom (which I have found 
is *usually* correct). My guide is, however, more 
focused, and does not discuss uncased images or 
photographs after 1870.

You can pick up a PDF of my guide by going to 
www.facebook.com/fixed.in.time.book. You don't 
need to be a Facebook member to do this.

This book is a work in progress; I plan to issue an 
update next year. You can help me make the next 
edition more complete and precise by letting me 
know of any objectively dated cased photographs 
you may have.

I have downloaded the book and it is full of images to 
illustrate all that he talks about.  Makes me wish that I had 
some 19th century photographs (well, I actually wish that 
anyway ) so that I could explore their history in the context
of the photography techniques of the time.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Memories of a Victorian Home

I grew up in a Queen Anne Victorian house in Vallejo, 
California at 838 Ohio St.  My grandparents bought the 
house as an estate with the furniture included in 1930.  It 
was a good thing to have all the furniture as their house in 
Yountville, California, had burned down and all that was 
saved was a couple of trunks that my grandmother 
managed to drag out of the burning house.  Later she 
couldn’t move them.

This house had two identical 10 room flats and was built 
about 1890.  My parents lived downstairs when I was born 
and my grandparents lived upstairs.  When my parents 
divorced and remarried I remained with my grandparents 
upstairs.  After WWII my aunt and uncle lived downstairs. 
We sold the house in 1984.  Two large palm trees graced 
the front yard.

Originally the house had gas lights and the pipes were still 
in the attic.  Bathrooms were added on the back of the 
house.  Woodwork and doors had lots of grooves and 
panels making painting and dusting a challenge.  Ceilings 
were high with picture molding.  Pocket doors with glass 
panes separated living room and dining room.  

The house was on a brick foundation and settled so when 
you made a cake you flipped the layers so the cake was 
level.  The walls were board and batten with plaster and 
had cracks from settling and earthquakes.  I experienced 
several bad earthquakes in that house with lighting fixtures 
swaying on their chains.

When the house was sold I constructed a dollhouse copy of
the house complete with original furnishings and similar 
wallpaper.   I always went by the house when I went to the 
Bay Area until I had the dollhouse and then I felt I still had 
the house.

Carol Peterson
(Return to Table of Contents)
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2015 Meeting Schedule

How to Begin Seminar 
8:30 AM – 4:00 PM Saturday, 09/26/2015
Auburn-Placer County Library

General Meeting
4th Thursday 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM, 
except November & December
Auburn-Placer County Library
01/22/2015 05/28/2015          09/24/2015
02/26/2015 06/25/2015          10/22/2015
03/26/2015 07/23/2015        *11/23/2015 
04/23/2015 08/27/2015
*Monday Prior to Thanksgiving 

Day Study Group
2nd Monday 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon, 
except July, August, & December
Auburn-Placer County Library
01/12/2015 04/13/2015         09/14/2015
02/09/2015 05/11/2015         10/12/2015
03/09/2015 06/08/2015         11/09/2015

Family Tree Maker User Group
2nd Thursday 10:00 AM – 12:00 Noon
LDS Church, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn
01/08/2015              05/14/2015         09/10/2015 
02/12/2015 06/11/2015         10/08/2015 
03/12/2015 07/09/2015         11/12/2015
04/09/2015 08/13/2015         12/10/2015

Board Meeting
Wednesday one week prior to General Meeting,
except July,  August, December
LDS Church, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn
01/14/2015 04/15/2015          09/16/2015
02/18/2015 05/20/2015          10/14/2015
03/18/2015 06/17/2015          11/11/2015

Newsletter Meeting (Lunch & then Newsletter)
Wednesday one week prior to General Meeting,
Except July, August, December
12:15 PM  – 2:00 PM
Sizzler Restaurants, 13570 Lincoln Way, Auburn
01/14/2015 04/15/2015          09/16/2015
02/18/2015 05/20/2015          10/14/2015
03/18/2015 06/17/2015          11/11/2015

(Return to Table of Contents)

September General Meeting

Although not specifically genealogy related we had a very 
interesting talk on identity theft. 

Alora introduces our speaker – Detective Ryan West

(Return to Table of Contents)



PLACER TRAILS October 2014 Vol. 35 No. 8 - 7

 Two Newsletter Delivery Options Available

Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate. 
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be 
mailed to you. 

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper 
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list when 
each new issue of the newsletter is published. The notice will
include a link to the newsletter file, which you can download
or view online. The electronic version of the newsletter is 
published in PDF format and can be viewed using the free 
Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read your newsletter 
on paper, but want to take advantage of the lower dues rate, 
you can print out the newsletter from your computer at 
home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be 
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies 
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep the 
registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.
(Return to Table of Contents)

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

  ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:   $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's

newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in

attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family. (File Version: November 2010)
(Return to Table of Contents)
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Forth Thursday of the Month) – October 23, 2014 US Military Pension Records
 with Barbara Leak

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – November 10, 2014, TBD
Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – November 13, 2014 – Family Tree Maker 2014 
Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the LDS 
Church on Bell Road. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date and time.

(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
November 1, 2014

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=Placer%20Trails
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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