
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 
Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open 
at 6:30 PM.

February Evening Meeting
Thursday, February 26, 2015
FamilySearch Family Tree: 

A New Concept in Genealogy Sharing
Barbara Leak

Are you frustrated with people "stealing your research" and
putting your family tree online? Family Tree, the new 
open-edit, linked-pedigree database on the FamilySearch 
website, introduces a whole new concept in genealogy 
sharing. This is NOT just another collection of online trees!
It’s a world-wide, collaborative effort to build and share 
factual, documented lineages, with sources attached and 
permanent attribution to researchers. Learn about the 
features of FamilySearch Family Tree, how it integrates 
with FamilySearch Memories and the useful new app, 
Find-a-Record.

Barbara Leak has more than 25 years experience as a 
FamilySearch Center volunteer and as a genealogy 
researcher and educator, having presented genealogy and 
local history programs to audiences ranging from third-
graders to senior citizens. She has lectured at conferences 
and workshops sponsored by the National Genealogical 
Society, Federation of Genealogical Societies, California 
State Archives, and numerous libraries and societies 
throughout northern California. She is a former president 
of the Genealogical & Historical Council of Sacramento 
Valley and the Placer County Genealogical Society, and is 
a California State Genealogical Alliance Distinguished 
Service Award recipient. 
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Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, March 9, 2015
10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

Beecher Room, Auburn Library

An Introduction to Church Records

In March, our study group will explore the origins of vari-
ous Christian churches in America, the types of records 
they kept, and where and how to access the records.

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, March 12, 2015

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2014 Q and A

The FTM User Group meeting will continue to look at 
Family Tree Maker 2014 focusing on Backup and Restore 
functions and integration with Ancestry Member Trees. We
will also take time for questions and answers on any 
version of the program. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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THANKS to those who helped your editor prepare 
the newsletter for mailing last month: Audrey 
Meyers, John Knox, Alora Lipsmeyer, Suzan 
Vander Linden, John and Jacqui Marcella, and 
Cyndi Davis.

mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com


PLACER TRAILS February 2015 Vol. 36 No. 2 - 2 -

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We had a great turnout for the 
January meeting with about 50 
members and visitors attending.  
The program on Pennsylvania 
Research was a popular draw.

I am still trying to determine my focus this year and for 
inspiration I visited our website: pcgs.pcgenes.com and the 
Placer Trails Newsletter Archives under PCGS Databases.  
I encourage you to visit this site too. 

The Society was originated as The Historical Genealogical 
Society (nicknamed Auburn H.A.G.S) and the newsletter 
was The Broomstick.  I have decided to read all of the 
archived newsletters (1980 to Present) to get a better 
understanding of the history of PCGS as we complete our 
35th year.

In reviewing our history I am reminded how far we have 
come.  The newsletters in 1980 were typed (sometimes 
even handwritten) and on one page.  At least by that point 
in time Xerox machines were more available and not the 
old mimeograph machines I used in my early employment 
years.  Remember carbon paper?  Now that is a blast from 
the past!

I recently purchased a Tablet so I am on the learning curve 
of that technology.  I have a Smartphone but so far it is 
smarter than I am and even though you can do many of the 
same things on the phone I like the size of the Tablet as my
eyes mature.  I justified the purchase since we travel a lot 
and it is a great packable size.  I also feel it will be useful 
for the upcoming SUTRO Library field trip and hope by 
then I will have a better working knowledge.  For now, I 
continue reading the archived newsletters on it.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Sacramento FamilySearch Library Offers Free Photo 
Scanning

The Sacramento FamilySearch Library has a new Kodak 
Photo Saver scanner that is available for use, free of 
charge, to library patrons. Got lots of photos? No problem. 
This baby is fast, scanning up to 600 photos per hour. 
Document scanning is also available. You can scan directly
into your free FamilySearch.org account where you later 
can tag the images, share them with others, and attach them
to ancestors in FamilySearch Family Tree. Or you can save
the digital copies to a thumb drive and take them home 
with you. Use of the photo scanner is usually available on a
walk-in basis, or you may call to schedule an appointment. 
The Sacramento FamilySearch Library is located at 2745 
Eastern Avenue, Sacramento; telephone (916) 487-2090. 
For hours, visit their website at 
http://sacfamilysearchlibrary.org/.
 

(Return to Table of Contents)

Phone History

In 1945 this was the style telephone we had in our home.  It
was owned by the telephone company and rent was paid 
for it on the monthly bill.  Not everyone had a telephone 
and it was a party line so when you picked it up if someone
else was using it you could hear their conversation but you 
couldn’t use the phone until they finished.  No automatic 
dialing or portable phones.  You had to listen for the dial 
tone before dialing.  Our phone number for this phone was 
3-3291.

When a newer phone became available the phone company
took this one and provided a replacement.  We finally were 
able to get a long extension cord for a later phone which 
allowed for more flexibility in placing the phone at a more 
convenient location.

Long distance phone calls were placed by the operator and 
itemized on the monthly bill with the charge by distance 
and minutes talked.   Two letters were added to the 
beginning of the numbers and later area codes were added 
with all number dialing in the 1960’s.

We still had operators place calls as I was placing a call to 
Texas from a San Francisco business in 1963 when 
President Kennedy was shot and the phone lines were tied 
up.  The operator was so upset and said “Isn’t it awful.”  
Usually operators didn’t say anything except what was 
needed to place the call.

In 1970 we still had a two party line but you didn’t hear the
other conversation.  Our neighbor was on our line and 
when I called her the line was always busy.  The phone 
company wouldn’t tell me that she was on our line but after
some repairs I got a call asking for her and I knew she was 
on vacation.  Family had been trying to call us all week and
getting no answer.  The phone company had crossed  the 
two lines so we knew we couldn’t call the neighbor.  
Monthly phone bill was $2.45.

Carol Peterson
(Return to Table of Contents)
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Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). To
switch from one mode to the other, you should unsubscribe
from one and then subscribe to the other. There is no "no 
mail" mode – if you want messages to stop, you should 
simply unsubscribe. You may also search or browse the 
archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Tennessee Bible Records

Before the 20th century, Tennessee and many other states 
did not keep comprehensive records of births, marriages, 
and deaths. Families recorded their own vital records in 
family Bibles that were passed down through generations. 
The Tennessee State Library and Archives holds hundreds 
of family Bible records in several formats and within many
collections. These records have been digitized and are 
online at http://tnsos.net/TSLA/Bibleproject/. 

(Return to Table of Contents)

Irish Genealogical Research Society 

Founded in 1936, the Irish Genealogical Research Society 
(IGRS) is the world’s oldest society dedicated to the study 
of Irish genealogy. Its library, located in London, is 
recognized as the most important collection of Irish 
genealogical materials in private hands, consisting of both 
book and manuscript collections. In addition, the IGRS 
website offers several useful weblinks and free access to 
the following research materials:

• The 1901 Townlands Index
• The Irish Genealogist Database
• The IGRS Early Irish Marriage Index (more than 

62,000 entries)
• The Irish in Spain
• Drumcondra civil parish, Co Meath: an 1871 

census fragment
• Elphin Diocesan Census 1749, Indexes
• Selected Finding Aids: The Micheal Leader 

Collection (parish registers and pedigrees)
Visit the IGRS website at http://www.irishancestors.ie/. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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January General Meeting

The Rev. Dr. Judson Gears provided a presentation on 
Pennsylvania Research. This was one of our highest 
attended meetings.

The Rev. Dr. Judson Gears

Vice President Cyndi Davis introduces Judson.

Judson provided a lot of information on Pennsylvania 
research starting with an overview of important events in 

Pennsylvania history. He provided a nine page handout 
which covered his presentation. The couple of items he 
covered that were not in the handout we clearly indicated 
in his presentation. Judson covered the following areas:

• Pennsylvania counties
• Census Records
• Vital records – availability by years
• Church records
• Probate records
• Registrar of Wills
• Orphans' Court
• Naturalization and Citizenship records
• Land Records
• County histories
• Major Libraries

Judson answering questions after the meeting.

And more questions.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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1898 Pennsylvania MCC Musicale

The above December 15, 1898, musicale program was 
donated to PCGS by Laura Williams of Reno, Nevada. We 
also received a June 27, 1913, Auburn Theatre program – 
Pianoforte Recital. Both items have been provided to the 
Placer County Archives by PCGS. The program:

Fifth Annual Musicale Program
By the Students of Medico-Chirurgical College
Thursday Evening, December 15, 1898

The MCC was adsorbed by the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1916. The above scans will not be readable on the 
printed copy of the newsletter but their size can be 
increased and read in the online version of the newsletter. 

We will try to publish the 1913 Auburn Theatre Pianoforte 
Recital program in next months newsletter but we thought 
this one somewhat complimented the Rev. Dr. Judson 
Gears presentation on Pennsylvania Research. 

(Return to Table of Contents)

SPAM

In the past month and a half (since 1-January-2015) I have 
received over 39,000 SPAM emails occupying over 353 
megabytes of disk space. It seemed that I had been getting 
a lot of SPAM in December and was just constantly 
deleting it. I decided that starting in January I would save 
the SPAM in a special folder so that I could more 
accurately see just how much I was actually receiving.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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 Two Newsletter Delivery Options Available

Individual and family memberships pay the same dues rate. 
However, we have two new dues rates based on how you 
receive your Placer Trails newsletter.

1) For $10 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically on the Internet; a paper copy will not be 
mailed to you. 

2) For $15 per year, you can access the newsletter 
electronically and also continue to receive a printed, paper 
copy of the newsletter in the mail.

A notice will be sent out on the newsletter mailing list when 
each new issue of the newsletter is published. The notice will
include a link to the newsletter file, which you can download
or view online. The electronic version of the newsletter is 
published in PDF format and can be viewed using the free 
Adobe Acrobat Reader. If you prefer to read your newsletter 
on paper, but want to take advantage of the lower dues rate, 
you can print out the newsletter from your computer at 
home. 

The bylaws amendment, as adopted by the membership on 
October 27, 2005, changes only ARTICLE 3, SECTION 4, 
PARAGRAPH (b), which now reads as follows:

The annual dues payable to the corporation by members shall be 
on a calendar year basis and shall be due on the first day of 
January in such amounts as follows:

(1) Electronic rate: $10.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or 
delivery of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices.

(2) Mail rate: $15.00 per individual or family. This rate shall 
entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies 
of the corporation’s newsletter and meeting notices. 

With the electronic rate it is important that you keep the 
registrar updated with your e-mail address.

Dues are due on January 1.
(Return to Table of Contents)

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP FORM
Make checks payable to Placer County Genealogical Society

PO Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604

Name: ________________________________________________________________________
First Middle Last

  ________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s Name

Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Street

________________________________________________________________________
City State Zip Code

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Area Code)

E-Mail: ________________________________________________________________________
(Please include Spouse’s e-mail for family membership)

Electronic Rate Membership:   $10.00 $______________

Mail Rate Membership:  $15.00 $______________

Book Fund Contribution:   $______________
Total Enclosed:   $_____________

Electronic Rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive electronic only access to and/or delivery of the corporation's newsletter
and meeting notices. Mail rate: This rate shall entitle members to receive by postal mail delivery printed copies of the corporation's

newsletter and meeting notices. Note: At this time a family membership is defined as two or more persons residing at a single mailing
address. You are encouraged to register a family membership. Family memberships are entitled to one vote per family member in

attendance at meetings, not to exceed two votes per family. (File Version: November 2010)
(Return to Table of Contents)
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting (Forth Thursday of the Month) – February 26, 2015 FamilySearch Family Tree: A New Concept in 
Genealogy Sharing with Barbara Leak

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – March 9, 2015, TBD
Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – March 12, 2015 – Family Tree Maker 2014 
Backup and Restore and Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the LDS 
Church on Bell Road. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date and time.

(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

(Return to Table of Contents)

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
March 1, 2015

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
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