
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month in
the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 Nevada Street 
at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open at 6:30 PM.

June Evening Meeting
Thursday, June 22, 2017

Genealogy at the California History Room: 
Placer County Focus

Elena Smith

Get an overview of how to research your California 
ancestors, particularly those who settled in the Placer 
County region, using materials at the California History 
Room.

Elena Smith is a reference librarian in the California 
History Room at the California State Library. She has a 
strong background in local history and archival work, with 
master’s degrees in both Public History and Library 
Science, and a work history that includes a wide variety of 
local libraries and archives. Her favorite research topics 
include California genealogy, and anything related to the 
California History Room’s collection.
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July Evening Meeting
Thursday, July 27, 2017

Creating a Research Plan Using Evernote
The Rev. Dr. Judson O. Gears

You hit a brick wall. How will you overcome it? A 
Research Plan is a systematic approach to identify what 
you know, what you want to know, and how you will seek 
answers. The Evernote program is a powerful tool useful in
developing and executing your research plan.

The Rev. Dr. Judson O. Gears lived in Maryland, 
Delaware, Pennsylvania, and Texas forover thirty-five 
years before transferring to California. He has earned a 
Bachelor of Arts, Mastersof Theology, and Doctor of 
Ministry Degrees. He is a retired ordained United 
Methodist Pastor who served churches over a fifty year 

period. He has been working on descendent family trees for
over thirty years with a geographical focus on 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia from the 
earliest European settlements. He is a past President of the 
Board for the Nevada County Genealogical Society. He 
also is a member of the Placer County Genealogical 
Society.

August Evening Meeting
Thursday, August 24, 2017

Census Analysis
Richard Rands
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Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, September 11, 2017

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library
U.S. Military Pension Records

Military pension application files contain original 
documents that give first-hand accounts of a veteran’s 
military service, as well as personal and family 
information. We will explore who was eligible for 
pensions, what’s in their files, and the various finding aids 
that exist.

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated. 

The Day Study Group does not meet
in July and August.

(Return to Table of Contents)

The Placer Trails Newsletter is not published
in July and August.

Please use the CA-PCGS RootsWeb for updates on 
meetings. PCGS Mail List

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Since I work at a nursery full time, 
I connect summer with gardening 
and the pleasure of working in the 
yard and growing my home-grown 
tomatoes. That led me to farming 

and the sad loss of family farms and local produce, 
although’ recently there has been a resurgence of local 
smaller farms and an awareness of the importance of home 
gardening to provide safe and wholesome food for our 
families.

I went looking for agriculture statistics in the census 
records and came up with the 1840 census summary, listing
a total of 3,717,756 persons  of both sexes, of all ages, 
including free and slave individuals, engaged in 
“agriculture” (77.5%) of the total population of 4,796,407 
people. By the early 1900’s only about 40% lived and 
worked on farms, and now that has dwindled to less than 
2%. This decline is of course due to many things: 
industrialization, mechanization, and the growth of large 
corporate farming operations. However, some of it is 
attributable, I think, to the unpredictable nature of 
gardening and farming due to Mother Nature’s whims and 
weather variability, as well as to the hard work and long 
hours which farmers and their families have had to endure 
to produce crops for themselves and as revenue sources for 
the future of their families and homes.

Most of us came from farmers and farm laborers, no matter
what village or country we might have come from. Going 
through the census population schedules gives us a 
snapshot of the family, while digging deeper into the 
agriculture schedules, tax lists and property records, we can
discover a deeper knowledge of what crops they raised, 
what they produced and possibly sold or bartered for other 
necessities, how large or small their property was, and 
many other interesting facts and nuggets of information 
about our ancestors.

One of the benefits of attending our monthly or daytime 
meetings is learning about some of these other resources. 
Don’t stop at the “easy” census records – dig deeper and 
learn more about your family history. If you have any 
suggestions or comments regarding the Society, I welcome 
your input via email at: president@pcgs.pcgenes.com or at 
a regular meeting.

(Return to Table of Contents)

PLACER TRAILS is a publication of the 
Placer County Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 7385, Auburn, CA 95604
VOICE MAIL (866) 894-2076
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President.......................................................Cyndi Davis
Vice President........................................................Vacant
Past President ........................................Alora Lipsmeyer
Recording Secretary.......................................Carol Dove
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Treasurer.........................................Suzan Vander Linden
Registrar.........................................................Bill Heisch
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Director.......................................................Cindy Combs
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CHAIRPERSONS
Newsletter Editor...........................................Jerry Unruh
Publicity.................................................................Vacant
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Historian.........................................Suzan Vander Linden
Hospitality.......................................................Judy Pino
Librarian........................................................Carol Zobel
Programs................................................................Vacant
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New Member Mailings.................................Bill Heisch
Sales............................................................. Jerry Unruh
Study Group................................................Barbara Leak
Door Prizes............................................................Vacant
Family Tree Maker Group ............................Jerry Unruh
PCGS Liaison to PCHOC........................Toni Rosasco
PCGS Web Master.........................................Jerry Unruh
.............................................website@pcgs.pcgenes.com
PCGS Web Site..........................http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
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PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.............................................(Return to Table of Contents)
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Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, July 13, 2017

Thursday, August 10, 2017
Thursday, September 14, 2017

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2017 Q and A

The FTM User Group meeting will hopefully will be able 
to look at Family Tree Maker 2017 which was to be 
released April 2017. We are still waiting for the release of 
Family Tree Maker 2017. Hopefully Software MacKiev 
will have it released for our July FTM User Group 
meeting. We will also take time for questions and answers 
on any version of the program. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

(Return to Table of Contents)

PCGS T-Shirts

100 percent pre shrunk cotton fabric. Made locally in 
Auburn California. Sizes Small to XX Large. Price: $15.00
each. Good to wear to genealogy events such as Meetings, 
Seminars and Genealogical Classes locally, National and 
International. When others see the name Placer County it 
can make a curiosity that they will as “Where is Placer 
County?” or if they are familiar with it perhaps they will 
ask if you know a certain person or family from Placer 
County. Who knows, it may be one you are researching. 
You may contact Alora Lipsmeyer for ordering and 
information. You may leave her voice mail on the PCGS 
voice mail at (866) 894-2076.

Also available are name badges that can be ordered with 
names you are researching. To order please see our 
Registrar, Bill Heisch, at our General Meetings at Placer 
County Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn, on the 4th 
Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 9:00 PM except for 
November and December.

(Return to Table of Contents)

mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com


PLACER TRAILS June 2017 Vol. 38 No. 6 - 4 -

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). To
switch from one mode to the other, you should unsubscribe
from one and then subscribe to the other. There is no "no 
mail" mode – if you want messages to stop, you should 
simply unsubscribe. You may also search or browse the 
archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

(Return to Table of Contents)

PCGS May General Meeting Minutes
May 25, 2017 - 7:00 p.m. 

Auburn Beecher Room - Placer County Library

Call to Order 7 p.m. by President Cyndi Davis.

** Reminder to silence cell phones for the duration of 
the meeting/program **

Minutes from Previous Meeting and Treasurer’s Report
were published in the current online newsletter

Registrar’s Report and Introduction of Visitors – Bill 
Heisch, Registrar

 Current membership:  90 memberships (124 
participants counting spouses)

 Visitors Introduced:  Diane Fishman

Old Business – 
 NewsletterExchange@pcgs.pcgenes.com   – Binder 

with current issues (Livermore, Amador GS, 
Sonoma County GS) on the back table.  Check it 
out and let us know if you are interested in 
receiving any of these newsletters.

 Heritage Tails Tour – at the Placer County 
Museum, at the Courthouse, from 10-4 on July 8th. 
We still need a couple of people.  Schedule of other
museums on different sites on Saturdays during the
summer is online.

New Business – No new business at this time.

Committee Reports:
 Day Study Group –  Barbara Leak.  There are a 

few How to Begin books selling for $6 as library 
info is out of date.  This year will be last Sat. in 
Sept. and book will be updated.  Mon., June 12th, 
10am-noon Study Group will be Jump Start Your 
Family Research, strategy for finding five 
generations of ancestors quickly.  Thurs. June 15th 
3:30-4:30pm at Loomis Library program on Placer 
County Citrus Colony.  Carol Dove will be doing 
DNA classes 1st and 3rd Wed. mornings at Loomis 
Library starting in Sept.

 Door Prizes – Bill Heisch reports there are 3 raffle 
prizes for the drawing after the break.

 Field Trips/Carpools – Vacant position 
 Historian – Suzan Vander Linden absent tonight.
 Hospitality – Judy Pino thanked Alora and Cathy 

Ward for tonight’s treats and still need sign ups for 
July.

 Librarian – Carol Zobel has 20 boxes of books 
from Carnegie Library to work on.

 PCGS Liaison to PCHOC – Toni Rosasco. 
 Programs – Vacant position.  Cyndi Davis is 

covering for now.
o May – Pamela Dallas tonight on NUCMC:

The Nation Union Catalog of Manuscript 
Collections

o June – Elena Smth (Ref Librarian at CSL):
Calif. History Room at the Calif. State 
Library with info on Placer County items.

o July -  Judson Geers on Research plan 
using Evernote

o Aug. – Richard Rands on Census Analysis
o Sept. – James Baker on DNA unexpected 

finds
o Oct. open and Nov. is member share on 

Mon. before Thanksgiving
o Feb. – Pam Dallas on Sutro Library before 

March bus trip.
 Publicity – Vacant position (Cyndi Davis).  No 

update.
 Research – John Knox.  No new requests
 Three Rings Phone Messages – Alora Lipsmeyer.  

One call this month requesting individual help.  
Referred to Family History Center.

mailto:NewsletterExchange@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
http://lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societies/CA-PCGS.html
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com
http://www.rootsweb.com/
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 Tee Shirt Sales – Alora Lipsmeyer.  No sales.  
Shirts here tonight for $15.

 Sales – Jerry Unruh, Audrey Meyers, John Knox
 Family Tree Maker Users Group – Jerry Unruh.   

2nd Thursday of each month at LDS building, 1255 
Bell Rd. Auburn.   Next meeting Thurs., June 8th, 
(10-12) – Our first look at FTM 2017 with 
questions and answers on any version.  Special in-
depth topics can be scheduled.  Please email Jerry 
with any requests.

 PCGS Liaison to GHCSV - Jerry Unruh
 Mailing List – Jerry Unruh.  Rootsweb:  77 

members.  1 message this month.  12 previous two 
months.

 Newsletter – Jerry Unruh.  583,903 bytes for 
smaller size.  2,610,605 bytes for larger size.          
Email 142 newsletters.  Some members think they 
are not receiving newsletters and will resend to 
check on them.

 Website – Jerry Unruh.  5.4 GB bandwidth used 
this months.  Suggestions welcomed.

 PCGS Liaison to GHCSV - Jerry Unruh.  No 
update.

 Copies of new PCGS brochure are available 
tonight.

 Past President Shelley Fletcher in attendance and 
getting back to genealogy.

Announcements:
 Nevada County Genealogical Society’s 24th Annual

Genealogy Seminar “Digging for Your Roots”, 
Sat., Aug. 19, 2017, 8:00-4:00

 San Mateo County Genealogical Society Fall 
Seminar on October 22, 2017 in Menlo Park.

Break/Refreshments: 7:40 p.m.

Door Prize Drawing – Bill Heisch

Program Introduction – Cyndi Davis introduced member 
Pam Bell Dallas speaking on NUCMC

Meeting Adjourned: 9:00 p.m.
(Return to Table of Contents)

Family Tree Maker 2017

As of roughly the middle of June, Family Tree Maker 2017
still has not been released. Ancestry.com, Software 
MacKiev and Roots Magic have all been working to be 
able to release Family Tree Maker and Roots Magic and 
there has been no finger pointing.

The latest information can be found at:
support.mackiev.com/498640-RELEASE-OF-FTM-2017
A lot of information at the above link.

It is interesting that it appears that I could sync my 
Ancestry.com tree to both Family Tree Maker and Roots 
Magic. Both companies are hinting about a release date by 
the end of May. Maybe we can expect to see something by 
the end of June.

Right now the access to Ancestry is somewhat haphazard. 
Their are noticeable slow downs just trying to access their 
site as well as a lot of not duplicate-able errors. At the same
time Ancestry is apparently moving their data to AWS. 
Ancestry is moving 10 petabytes of genealogy data to AWS
(Amazon Web Services).  
1 PetaByte = 1000000000000000B = 1000terabytes

Ancestry is going all-in on Amazon Web Services, plans to 
migrate a massive 10 petabytes of genealogy and genetics 
data from its private servers.

The move is already underway, and the company has 
migrated 8PB thus far, according to Nat Natarajan, the 
company’s executive vice president of product and 
technology. Ancestry will be migrating a total of 12,000 
virtual machines to the cloud and is also adopting AWS’ 
platform services, like Redshift for data warehousing and 
Lambda for just-in-time computations.

It’s a massive win for AWS, which is locked in tight 
competition for customers with Microsoft, Google, and 
IBM. Ancestry is committed to storing massive amounts of
data with AWS, which will translate into recurring revenue 
for Amazon.

Ancestry, meanwhile, gets a set of services and 
infrastructure that can scale to meet its business needs as 
the company continues to grow. Its rapidly growing DNA 
sequencing offering requires processing a ton of data. By 
moving to the cloud, it’s possible for Ancestry’s 
infrastructure to scale and meet those needs.

The move also highlights one of the big shifts in the cloud 
market. While the company was thinking about a migration
as early as 2013, they were concerned about the privacy 
and security of their users’ highly personal data. (A 
password and credit card breach is one thing, but a leak of 
someone’s genome is another thing entirely.)

Ancestry takes that responsibility seriously, Natarajan said,
and the company is satisfied that AWS will be able to 
provide better protection than a private data center because 
of its logging and security capabilities.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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May General Meeting

Our surprised speaker Pam Dallas

Okay, no surprise and a smile

Carol Peterson filling in for our Recording Secretary

     ^ Non Winning Blue Door Prize Tickets….

(Return to Table of Contents)

Hitty, Her First Hundred Years
By Rachel Field

Hitty is an antique doll sitting in the window of a 
shop.  When she is put on the desk at night she gets 
pen and ink and puts her story on paper.  This 
Newberry medal winning book was written in 1929.  
Hitty was carved from a piece of mountain-ash wood 
in Maine by a peddler for Phoebe Preble who creates 
her wardrobe.

Phoebe’s father was captain of a whaling ship and 
Hitty is taken with Phoebe and her mother on a long 
sailing trip where they are shipwrecked on an island 
and eventually get to Bombay.  There Hitty is lost and 
later taken back to Maine by another little girl.  She is 
loved by several little girls before becoming a fashion 
doll for an artist and she ends up in the old Preble 
home for a period of time.  

Hitty is lost in church, carried away by crows, stolen 
from an art show and ends up in the antique shop as a 
result of an auction.  This book describes the clothing 
and way of life of our ancestors from wealthy to poor, 
Quakers, Civil War, to automobiles and airplanes.  In 
the span of a hundred years Hitty’s wardrobe changes 
with the people and period including being dressed as 
a bride.  

This charming book is a good summer read.
Carol Peterson

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Georgia Confederate Muster Rolls

The Georgia Archives has digitized and placed online the 
Georgia Confederate muster rolls. The majority of the 
company rolls are for military organizations created for 
service within the state, including the Georgia Army 
(1861), the Georgia State Guards (August 1863-February 
1864), and the Georgia State Line (1862-1865). There are 
also nearly 250 muster rolls from the Georgia Volunteer 
Infantry. Other Georgia Confederate records online include
enlistment oaths, oaths of allegiance, discharges, pay 
records, and pension applications. The records are part of 
Georgia's Virtual Vault, online at 
http://vault.georgiaarchives.org/cdm/. 

(Return to Table of Contents)

New York City Maps

“Maps by Decade,” a project of the New York Public 
Library, includes 5,431 large-scale street maps of New 
York City published between 1850 and 1950, grouped by 
decade. The collection is available online at 
http://spacetime.nypl.org/. The project represents just a 
subset of the library's full map collection. You can browse 
20,000 more maps and atlases worldwide in the library's 
Digital Collections at https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/. 

(Return to Table of Contents)

North Carolina Tax Lists

New on the North Carolina Digital Collections website are 
tax records from the holdings of the State Archives of 
North Carolina. The bulk of the records are from the 
Colonial and Revolutionary War eras, but some lists date 
from as late as 1809. The lists provided names of the heads
of households, and may also provide acreage, valuations, 
number of polls (black & white), number of horses, cattle, 
livestock, and other luxury goods such as carriages and 
coaches. The “Tax Lists and Records” collection are online
at http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm/home/.  

(Return to Table of Contents)

Historical Nevada Digital Collections

The Nevada State Library, Archives and Public Records, 
located on the Capitol grounds in Carson City, is the 
repository for all official state records dating back to 1851. 
It’s collection of digitized manuscripts, photos and records 
is online at http://www.nsladigitalcollections.org/.  Here 
are some of the records included in the Historical Nevada 
Collections:
Adjutant General of Nevada Reports 1865–1931
Reports contain muster rolls of all men enlisted in the 
Nevada Militia and Nevada National Guard from 1864 to 

1930. 

Indigent Insane & Hospital for Mental Disease 1871–1931
Biennial Reports include lists of names of those admitted 
for care, treatment methods used, farm industry production,
status of physical infrastructure, and other assorted topics.

Nevada Historical Society Quarterly
Newsletters from 1957 to 2009 contain scholarly articles 
about Nevada history.

Nevada Orphanages & Reformatories 1871–1930
Reports made to the legislature by the Nevada State 
Orphanage, Florence Crittenton Mission and the Nevada 
School of Industry list the names, ages, and nativity of 
children in the orphanages.

Nevada State Land Patents
Transfers of land ownership from the State of Nevada to 
individuals from 1865 to 2013 are recorded in these land 
patents. Information includes when ownership was 
transferred, name of the buyer, a legal description of the 
land, date of sale, and any easements.

Nevada State Prison & State Police Reports 1866–1931
Reports by the State Prison Warden include details of 
prison industries and names of prisoners admitted, 
released, and pardoned. Reports from the State Police are 
also included.

Nevada Territorial Supreme Court Cases
Records of the Territorial Supreme Court include a minute 
book, index, and original case files documenting actions 
and decisions of suits. 

Nevada Territory Censuses
This is a collection of censuses taken within the Nevada 
Territory between 1861 and 1864.

Superintendent of Public Instruction Reports 1866–1931
Biennial Reports cover changes in Nevada’s education 
system including the initiation of a State Teacher’s 
Certification. Some reports list names of students who 
graduated in each county.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting – June 22, 2017 Genealogy at the California History Room: Placer County Focus
with Elena Smith

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – September 11, 2017 – U.S. Military Pension Records 
Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) –  July 13, 2017, August 10, 2017, September 14, 
2017 – Family Tree Maker 2017 Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday week prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
LDS Church on Bell Road. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date and 
time.

(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

(Return to Table of Contents)

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
September 1, 2017

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
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