
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month in
the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 Nevada Street 
at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open at 6:30 PM.

August Evening Meeting
Thursday, August 24, 2017

Census Analysis
Richard Rands

Richard Rands is Past-President of the Silicon Valley 
Genealogy Computer Group, and is the past-Director of the
Los Altos Family History Center.  He is past president of 
the San Francisco chapter of the American Marketing 
Association, the Northern California/Pacific Northwest 
chapter of the Marketing Research Association, and the 
Pacific chapter of the American Association of Political 
and Opinion Research.

Richard earned an MBA degree from the University of 
California at Berkeley, and an Advanced Certificate in 
English Genealogy Research from the National Institute of 
Genealogical Studies at the University of Toronto, Canada.

Richard was the primary author of the genealogy source 
documentation manual, Family History Documentation 
Guidelines, published by the SV-CGG, and considers 
himself a documentation evangelist.  He regularly teaches 
classes throughout Northern California in all levels of 
genealogy software, methodology, documentation, problem
solving, and organizing documents.

His most recent publication is titled “The Last 
Organization System. Richard is married to Dr. Janet 
Brigham and has five daughters. At the moment, Richard 
and Janet are heavily active in our own family history 
research and co-teach a family history Sunday School 
class.

One of the best resources for beginning a research project 
is census records.  In the U.S. we can search decennial 
records covering the entire country from 1790 through 
1940 (except 1890). Many states added their own 
intermediate censuses.  That’s a whole lot of records, let 

alone names!  When we discover our ancestors in a census,
we can typically follow them forward or back many 
decades, generation after generation.  Each time we 
encounter a family, we can follow their parents and their 
children.  Ultimately, the number of ancestors going off in 
every direction will mushroom, posing a challenge to keep 
it all straight.

Census Analysis is a methodology used by trained 
genealogists to keep all your census discoveries straight.  It
is a technique (with an accompanying worksheet) that will 
significantly improve your research efficiency as you scour
any resource that contains repetitive events over time.  

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This summer we are publishing a 
2nd Special Edition of Placer Trails 
for August to keep all our members
up to date on coming events. 
Announced in the July newsletter, a

new DNA Study Group, presented by Carol Dove, will be 
held on the first and third Thursdays of the month, 
beginning Sept. 7 and ending Dec. 7 for the 2017 year. We 
anticipate that, given sufficient interest, this group will 
continue into 2018. For further information, see the article 
and flyer included in the newsletter.

Additionally, we announced the “How to Begin” seminar 
will be held on Sat. Sept. 30. Barbara Leak will be heading 
up this event again this year. It’s a great opportunity to 
network with others and possibly connect with someone 
researching the same surname or geographic area as you 
are. The class is free and the new revised “Tracing Your 
Family Tree” will be available for purchase. I hope to see 
you there.

Another great opportunity is available at the Sacramento 
Family History Center on Eastern Ave. I had the time to 
attend a couple of their free classes last month, and was 
very impressed with the classes and their facility. You can 
see a list of their classes by checking out their website, 
www.sacfamilysearchlibrary.org/. 

As always, if you have any suggestions or comments 
regarding the Society, I welcome your input via email at: 
president@pcgs.pcgenes.com or at a regular meeting.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Day Study Group Meeting
Monday, September 11, 2017

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library
U.S. Military Pension Records

Military pension application files contain original 
documents that give first-hand accounts of a veteran’s 
military service, as well as personal and family 
information. We will explore who was eligible for 
pensions, what’s in their files, and the various finding aids 
that exist.

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated. 

The Day Study Group does not meet
in July and August.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.............................................(Return to Table of Contents)
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Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, September 14, 2017

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2017 Q and A

The FTM User Group meeting will be able to look at 
Family Tree Maker 2017 which was released July 16, 
2017. We will also take time for questions and answers on 
any version of the program. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

(Return to Table of Contents)

Construction at the Library

View from outside

View from the Beecher Room

(Return to Table of Contents)

PCGS T-Shirts

100 percent pre shrunk cotton fabric. Made locally in 
Auburn California. Sizes Small to XX Large. Price: $15.00
each. Good to wear to genealogy events such as Meetings, 
Seminars and Genealogical Classes locally, National and 
International. When others see the name Placer County it 
can make a curiosity that they will as “Where is Placer 
County?” or if they are familiar with it perhaps they will 
ask if you know a certain person or family from Placer 
County. Who knows, it may be one you are researching. 
You may contact Alora Lipsmeyer for ordering and 
information. You may leave her voice mail on the PCGS 
voice mail at (866) 894-2076.

Also available are name badges that can be ordered with 
names you are researching. To order please see our 
Registrar, Bill Heisch, at our General Meetings at Placer 
County Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn, on the 4th 
Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 9:00 PM except for 
November and December.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). To
switch from one mode to the other, you should unsubscribe
from one and then subscribe to the other. There is no "no 
mail" mode – if you want messages to stop, you should 
simply unsubscribe. You may also search or browse the 
archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

(Return to Table of Contents)

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
TREASURER REPORT 
July 2017

CHECKING balance June 1, 2017  2289.99
Total transfers and receipts   70.00
Total Disbursements               (89.87)
NET INCOME / (LOSS)  (19.87)
CHECKING balance June 30, 2017            2270.12  

SAVINGS Balance June 30, 2017                4211.31

TOTAL FUNDS June 30, 2017                  6481.43

GENERAL FUND balance   2472.65
LIBRARY FUND balance   4008.78
TOTAL OF PCGS FUNDS   6481.43

July 31, 2017 Submitted by Suzan Vander Linden
(Return to Table of Contents)

How to Begin Seminar
is being Held in Loomis this Year

Mark your calendars! The Placer County Genealogy 
Society's popular Tracing Your Family Tree: How To Begin
seminar is scheduled for Saturday, September 30th. This 
year, the seminar has a new venue at the Loomis Library &
Community Learning Center. The free, day-long event is 
packed full of information on the basic steps in how to get 
started tracing your family tree. It covers genealogical 
record keeping and filing systems, correspondence, library 
references, Internet resources, and historical documents. 
This is a must-go-to seminar for beginning genealogists 
and offers valuable tips and information for the 
experienced researcher as well. The companion 
instructional handbook, Tracing Your Family Tree: How to 
Begin, is being updated. New editions will be available for 
sale on the day of the seminar. See the flyer in this 
newsletter. 

(Return to Table of Contents)

Share your Story at our November Meeting

At our general meeting on Monday, Nov. 20, we 
traditionally have a “Member Sharing” night. It is your 
time to share your experiences with all of us. Have you had
a serendipitous finding or meeting that was exciting and 
broke down a brick wall? Did you go on a trip to an 
ancestral area or to a seminar and learn something fun? Do 
you have heirlooms or keepsakes with a family story 
attached?

Please share these stories with us in November. To sign up 
or ask about sharing, contact Cyndi Davis at 
president@pcgs.pcgenes.com. And thanks for sharing – we
love to hear the stories and learn from your experiences!

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Genetic Workshop

Carol Dove started her genealogical journey in 2010 as a 
New Year’s Resolution, which quickly became an 
obsession.  In 2012 after seeing the show “Who Do You 
Think You Are?” with Blair Underwood, an African 
American actor, she recognized a common surname:  Early.
Could her 6th Great-Grandfather, Jeremiah Early, a 
slaveholder, somehow be related to Blair’s family?  And 
the journey began by working with members of Blair’s 
family along with several other Early descendants.  When 
she hit the brick wall, several Early descendants agreed to 
DNA test.  In time, the DNA indeed confirmed a 
connection for all back to Jeremiah Early.  This was the 
beginning of her DNA journey.  Since then, she has used 
DNA along with traditional genealogical tools to help 
several people find their biological families, to confirm her 
own pedigree, to identify her 17th century Native 
American ancestor and countless other problems.  Having 
continued to attend DNA conferences, a DNA boot camp 
by CeCe Moore, several blogs from top professionals in the
field and practical daily application, she has a wealth of 
experience using DNA for genealogical purposes.  

Starting in September, Carol will be offering DNA 
workshops the first and third Thursday of every month 
from 10 a.m. – Noon at the Loomis Library Jesse Helms 
Community Room.  The Loomis Library is located at 6050 
Library Drive, off of Horseshoe Bar Road, in Loomis.  
Tentative plans at this time are to offer introductory 
concepts on the first Thursday of each month (Beginners) 
and more hands-on tools and advanced concepts for the 
second Thursday of each month (Intermediate – 
Advanced).   These workshops will continue through the 
end of 2017 with just one workshop in December. 

Sign ups are required, as space is limited.  Reservations 
start for the general public on July 25, 2017 and will be on 
a first-come-first-serve basis.  Please contact Carol Dove 
via email and a reservation form will be sent to you.

Carol Dove
Placer County Genealogical Society
LoveCarolDove@gmail.co  m  

 See the flyer in this newsletter. 
(Return to Table of Contents)

PCGS July General Meeting Minutes

July 27, 2017 - 7:00 p.m. 
Auburn Beecher Room - Placer County Library

Call to Order at 7:05 p.m. by Cyndi Davis.

** Reminder to silence cell phones for the duration of 
the meeting/program **

Minutes from Previous Meeting and Treasurer’s Report
were published in the current online newsletter

Registrar’s Report and Introduction of Visitors – Bill 
Heisch, Registrar

 Current membership:  92 memberships (128 
including spouses)

 Introduce Visitors:  Diane Denny, Mary Brister, 
Vickie Harmon, Jay Gaddie

Old Business – 
 “How to Begin” Seminar report by Barbara Leak.  

Sept. 30th, Loomis Library.  Book will be updated.  
Flyers available.

 DNA Study Group organized by Carol Dove at 
Loomis Library, 1st and 3rd Thurs. of the month 
starting in Sept.  Flyers available.

 Newsletter has special July and August editions 
this year.

New Business – Diane Fishburn offers to organize day trip 
to Calif. State Library History Room.  Sign up sheet 
available.

Committee Reports:
 Day Study Group –  Barbara Leak.  Next study 

group meeting in Sept. on military pension records.
The Family History Center has new security 
system for locked front door.  Aug. 31st will be last 
day to have microfilm ordered.  They are checking 
on films for Placer County on naturalization, 
deeds, and probate files.

 DNA Study Group – Carol Dove.  Starts Sept. 7th.
 Door Prizes – Bill Heisch reports there are 3 raffle 

prizes for the drawing after the break.  Newsletters 
from other societies are in binder.  Members who 
would like to receive them let us know.

 Field Trips/Carpools – Vacant position.  Diane is 
planning trip to State Library.

 Historian – Suzan Vander Linden.  Binder for last 2
years is here tonight.

 Hospitality – Judy Pino thanked Cyndi Davis and 
Carol Gebel for tonight’s treats and rest of the year 
is taken care of.  Sign up sheet for next year 

mailto:LoveCarolDove@gmail.com
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available later.
 Librarian – Carol Zobel is almost done except for 

periodicals and everiything can go to Loomis next 
week.  She is finding a lot of duplicates.

 PCGS Liaison to PCHOC – Toni Rosasco. 
 Programs – Vacant position.  Cyndi Davis reports 

Judson Gears tonight on Evernote, Richard Rands 
on census analysis in Aug., Sept. James Baker on 
unexpected ancestors found with DNA, Oct. is 
Chuck Spinks on Civil Engineers on RR over the 
Sierras, Nov. 20th is member sharing.  Melina is 
reporting on her family.  Next year Pam Dallas will
speak on Sutro Library in Feb. before the March 
bus trip to Sutro.

 Publicity – Vacant position (Cyndi Davis).  
Barbara Leak will do some of the publicity for 
How to Begin.

 Research – John Knox.  No new requests
 Three Rings Phone Messages – Alora Lipsmeyer.  

No calls this month.
 Tee Shirt Sales – Alora Lipsmeyer.  Shirts here 

tonight for $15.
 Sales – Jerry Unruh, Audrey Meyers, John Knox
 Family Tree Maker Users Group – Jerry Unruh. 2nd

Thursday of each month at LDS building, 1255 
Bell Rd. Auburn.   Next meeting Thurs., Aug. 10th,
(10-12) – Our first look at FTM 2017 with 
questions and answers on any version.  Special in-
depth topics can be scheduled.  Please email Jerry 
with any requests.

 PCGS Liaison to GHCSV – Cyndi Davis and 
Barbara Leak attended this regional gathering.  A 
new international German group is forming and in 
2 yrs. they expect to have meeting in Sacramento.

 Mailing List – Jerry Unruh.  Rootsweb:  77 
members.  3 message this month.  6 previous two 
months.

 Newsletter – Jerry Unruh.  664,455 bytes for 
smaller size.  4,967,471 bytes for larger size.          
Email 147 newsletters.  

 Website – Jerry Unruh.  5.52 GB bandwidth used 
this month.  Flyers are on website.  Suggestions for
the website are welcome.

Announcements:
 Nevada County Genealogical Society’s 24th Annual

Genealogy Seminar “Digging for Your Roots”, 
Sat., Aug. 19, 2017, 8:00-4:00.  About 20 classes to
choose from.

 Speakers directory is being redone this year.
 Sacramento Genealogical Society, Sat., Mar. 17th 

has speakers from Ulster Historical Foundation.

 Barbara Leak has received letters written back to 
lady who put notes in boxes of fruit she packed in 
Newcastle in the 1930’s.  The letters have been 
donated to the Loomis Historical Society.

Break/Refreshments: 7:45 p.m.

Door Prize Drawing – Bill Heisch

Program Introduction – Cyndi Davis introduced Judson 
Gears who spoke on Evernote.

Meeting Adjourned: 9:00 p.m. 
** remember to turn your phones back on **

(Return to Table of Contents)

July General Meeting

Creating a Research Plan Using Evernote 

The Rev. Dr. Judson O. Gears

Carol Peterson  filling in as Recording Secretary

(Return to Table of Contents)
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting – August 24, 2017 (Fourth Thursday of the Month) Census Analysis with Richard Rands

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – September 11, 2017 – U.S. Military Pension Records 
Barbara Leak leads the Day Study Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) –  September 14, 2017 – Family Tree Maker 2017 
Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday week prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
LDS Church on Bell Road. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date and 
time.

(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

(Return to Table of Contents)

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
September 1, 2017

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
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