
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month in
the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 350 Nevada Street 
at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will be open at 6:30 PM.

June Evening Meeting
Thursday, June 28, 2018

DNA Testing to Solve Genealogy Problems: 
My Experiences with 3 Tests from 2 Companies

Susan Rogers

Susan Rogers is a member of Grass Roots Genealogy 
Group (GRGG) and former newsletter editor of the Nevada
County Genealogical Society (NCGS). She has given 
presentations to GRGG, NCGS, Nevada County Celtic 
Society, Placer County Genealogical Society and the 
Mayflower Society-Mother Lode Colony.  Her genealogy 
research has enabled her to identify and meet distant 
cousins in Germany and Northern Ireland.  Susan is semi-
retired from a 40-year career in marketing communications
and public relations and has lived in Grass Valley for 17 
years.

Wondering if DNA testing will really help you find those 
pesky ancestors?

Or do you have DNA results but are unclear on what they 
can tell you? 

The program, by Susan Rogers from Grass Valley, will help
those who have not yet tested as well as those who have 
already tested but aren’t sure what to do after getting their 
results.

The PowerPoint program will give a clear, non-scientific 
explanation of how and why the three kinds of tests 

(autosomal, mtDNA and Y-DNA) are different from each 
other, and then show how Susan has used all three tests 
(including Y-DNA testing of male relatives) from 
Ancestry.com and FamilyTreeDNA.com to achieve 
multiple goals: prove the origins of all four of her 
grandparent’s lines, begin the difficult task of tracing her 
direct maternal line, corroborate her own records-based 
research, and more.

Susan will also briefly discuss her recent testing results 
from MyHeritage and (if available) LivingDNA. Her 
handout will summarize the differences between the types 
of tests and the various testing companies and provide 
resources for deciding how to begin (or continue with) 
using DNA testing for your genealogy.

(Return to Table of Contents)

July Evening Meeting
Thursday, July 26, 2018

Secrets of an old family quilt 

Joyce Fullerton Smith

Joyce Fullerton Smith, a former teacher, has degrees from 
Penn State University and Stanford University.  She has a 
love of history and has a background of weaving, basketry, 
quilting and handwork. She is a decorative painter, with a 
particular interest in Old Work techniques. Joyce now has a
passion for all things that are possible to learn from 
genealogical research. 

Secrets of an old family quilt. Would you believe an old 
quilt could tell a taleabout a small part of American 
History? Intrigued by two inherited 1840s Album quilts 
inscribed with many names, Joyce discovered a fascinating
hidden story in her quilts through researching the local 
New Jersey history of the family and extensive use of 
genealogical resources. She found the family houses and 
graves in a Masonic cemetery and on a military base. With 
the quilt as a vehicle Joyce found herself exploring the 
community and societal dynamics of the rapidly evolving 
mid-century 1800s. The quilt tells of the part the Mormon’s
played in 1840s New Jersey, the beginning of Penn Mutual 
Insurance Company,  and of the creation of the first 
planned town in our country.  The story of the lives of the 
people named on her quilt was the story of the effects of 
the Industrial Revolution and the “Second Great 
Awakening” on the lives of families in rural New Jersey 
and Philadelphia.  (Return to Table of Contents)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As we head into summer and 
vacation plans and just enjoying 
the weather, I want to remind you 
all that many of our events 
continue into the summer. While 

Barbara Leak takes a well-deserved break from the 
Monday Day Study group in July and August, we still have
our monthly General Meetings and Jerry Unruh’s Family 
Tree Maker group monthly meetings continuing throughout
the summer at their regular times and places. Also, the 
DNA study group will continue to meet twice monthly 
through the summer, at their usual time and place. These 
are all listed below in this month’s newsletter.

I really want to thank the “DNA Teacherz” that have joined
together to give the DNA classes such momentum since 
forming last year. Carol Dove was the original teacher, and 
through her inspiration and energy, we now have a group of
5 teachers who share the job of presenting these classes: 
Carol Dove, Jim Rader, James Baker, Jeane Berry and Ally 
Woods.  Additionally, they are involved in coordinating 
and teaching in an all-day “DNA Gala Day” on Saturday, 
Oct. 13 from 9:30 to 4:00 (more on that soon!).

As always, if you have any suggestions or comments 
regarding the Society, I welcome your input via email at: 

president@pcgs.pcgenes.com or at our regular 
meetings.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Ancestry Outages

Ancestry posted the following on their facebook page on 
May 11 at 3:28pm · 

Some users have recently been experiencing technical 
issues when using Ancestry.com. We’re currently 
undertaking a series of planned system enhancements that 
may result in intermittent site issues through Thursday, 
May 31, 2018. Once complete, they will improve site 
performance and enable more records, more hints, and 
more connections, making the platform even more valuable
for our community. Please know that your data is safe with 
us. All the work you have done on your trees will be 
preserved even if you are experiencing some difficulties as 
the result of this upgrade. We appreciate how frustrating 
this has been and thank you very much for bearing with us 
during this period.
Ancestry still has not fixed the problem and we are in the 
middle of June.

(Return to Table of Contents)

August Evening Meeting
Thursday, August 23, 2018

Southern States Research

Kathryn Miller Marshall

Kathryn Miller Marshall was the Director of the Lodi 
Family History Center for 14 years and now serves on the 
Research Wiki team for FamilySearch, helping to program 
and add content to the Wiki. She is a frequent speaker at 
genealogical conferences and workshops. With a Ph.D. in 
Psychology from the University of California at Berkeley 
where she taught for many years, Dr. Marshall developed 
substance abuse prevention programs for schools on behalf 
of three National Institutes of Health and various private 
granting agencies. As a Senior Research Scientist in 
Bethesda, Maryland, she evaluated the nation's substance 
abuse programs for annual Congressional reports, and did a
humanitarian service mission with Cambodian refugees. 
Dr. Marshall is a researcher on the Advisory Board of the 
California Pioneer Heritage Foundation, which provides 
living history re-enactors at state parks and preserves 
historical sites in California. In her spare time, Kathy 
writes books on early California history and the Gold Rush,
edits books for historians, and creates replicas of antique 
maps.

Southern States Research. Unlike the New England 
colonies, each of the southern states developed under 
distinctly different models. Rather than coming as 
members of fairly egalitarian companies, a large proportion
of immigrants to the South came as indentured servants, 
convict servants, redemptioners, or slaves to the 
aristocratic plantation class, which generated a document 
trail. Indian wars and the War of 1812 played major roles 
in early settlement histories. Fortunately, War of 1812 and 
Civil War records provide surprising levels of 
comprehensive data. Learn about census substitutes, land 
records, military records, taxation and court records, Native
American forced migration, and the specialized databases 
that emerged from the war ravaged South.

Day Study Group Meeting

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
Beecher Room, Auburn Library

The Day Study Group does not Meet in July and 
August. The next meeting is September 10, 2018

B  arbara Leak   leads the study group. Visitors are welcome. 
Requests for specific topics are appreciated. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Family Tree Maker User Group
Thursday, July 12, 2018

Thursday, August 9, 2018
Thursday, September 13, 2018

10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon
LDS Stake Building, 1255 Bell Road, Auburn

Family Tree Maker 2017 Q and A

The FTM User Group meeting will continue looking at 
Family Tree Maker 2017. We will also take time for 
questions and answers on any version of the program. 

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-mail our
group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests. 

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously donated a
voice mail telephone number for Placer County 
Genealogical Society. The answering message will 
announce basic information and the upcoming PCGS 
meetings. Callers can leave messages for board members, 
chairpersons and the research committee. Thank You, Don 
Cortez.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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PCGS T-Shirts

100 percent pre shrunk cotton fabric. Made locally in 
Auburn California. Sizes Small to XX Large. Price: $15.00
each. Good to wear to genealogy events such as Meetings, 
Seminars and Genealogical Classes locally, National and 
International. When others see the name Placer County it 
can make a curiosity that they will as “Where is Placer 
County?” or if they are familiar with it perhaps they will 
ask if you know a certain person or family from Placer 
County. Who knows, it may be one you are researching. 
You may contact Alora Lipsmeyer for ordering and 
information. You may leave her voice mail on the PCGS 
voice mail at (866) 894-2076.

Also available are name badges that can be ordered with 
names you are researching. To order please see our 
Registrar, Bill Heisch, at our General Meetings at Placer 
County Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn, on the 4th 
Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 9:00 PM except for 
November and December.

(Return to Table of Contents)

Recent New Members

Jeane Berry 
Marilyn Cain
Elizabeth & Bradley Diede
Sylvia & Steven Haverberg
Lanie Nepper
Lori Walsh
Jane Watkins                               (Return to Table of Contents)

Mailing List: CA-PCGS

We have a mailing list at RootsWeb for PCGS. 
Announcements of meetings and other information of 
interest to PCGS members will be made available through 
this mailing list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent
finds and general discussion among our members. If you 
have trouble subscribing please e-mail at the address 
below.

CA-PCGS is a mailing list for the members of the Placer 
County (California) Genealogical Society (PCGS) to 
discuss the activities of the Society. If you are a member of
the Society you can subscribe by sending "subscribe" to 
mailto:ca-pcgs-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or 
mailto:ca-pcgs-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode). To
switch from one mode to the other, you should unsubscribe
from one and then subscribe to the other. There is no "no 
mail" mode – if you want messages to stop, you should 
simply unsubscribe. You may also search or browse the 
archives or subscribe at 
http://  lists.rootsweb.com/index/other/Genealogical_Societi  
es/CA-PCGS.html. If you have trouble subscribing or un-
subscribing please send an e-mail to 
maillist@pcgs.pcgenes.com

Please feel free to communicate with other members and 
the PCGS board through the mail list on any topic of 
interest to the PCGS.

(Return to Table of Contents)

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
TREASURER REPORT 
May 2018

CHECKING balance May 1, 2018  3999.93
  Income
     Dues  120.00
     Research    10.00
  Total               130.00
  Expenses
     Handout printing     6.61
CHECKING Balance May 31, 2018  4123.32
SAVINGS Balance May 31, 2018                4212.36
TOTAL ASSETS May 31, 2018                 8335.68

May 31, 2018 Submitted by Suzan Vander Linden
(Return to Table of Contents)
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DNA Classes

Our DNA classes at the Loomis Library are very well 
attended. March classes followed with more than 30 but we
had room for a few more people to squeeze in. The 
instructors are having their own meetings to keep on top of 
all the advancements. Any comments or requests can be 
made to any of the instructors. DNA classes continue at the
Loomis Library on the first and third Thursdays.

(Return to Table of Contents)

PCGS Board

A couple of years ago the PCGS Board established a mail 
address to let membership keep track of activities of your 
PCGS Board. There is not a lot of email but if you have an 
interest in what your board is doing you are welcome to 
request to be added to the board interest mailing list.

Although we no longer meet after the board meeting to fold
and get the newsletter ready to mail, a few of us still go to 
lunch after the board meeting. Let us know if you are 
interested in going to lunch.

(Return to Table of Contents)

An Exciting Speaker Line-up for 2018

June 28: Susan Freas Rogers explains Using DNA Testing 
to Solve Genealogy Problems
July 26: Dr. Bob LaPerrier returns for Women’s Medical 
Issue in the Gold Rush Era
August 23 Katheryn Miller Marshal will focus on 
Southern States Research
September 27 and October 25 are not yet scheduled
November 29: Our November meeting this year will be on 
the fifth Thursday of November, the 29th, the week after 
Thanksgiving. This meeting will again be member sharing. 
I hope all of you start thinking of good stories and 
experiences to tell us.

(Return to Table of Contents)

The Wild West of California
By Bill Heisch

When you conduct research of your ancestors, you 
can expect to find an occasional family “surprise”.  
You know what I mean—information about a family 
ancestor that you never knew existed.  Well, for me 
the family “surprise” was regarding my Great 
Grandfather, Joseph M Walkup.  Joseph was born and 
grew up in Kentucky but eventually migrated out West
to California where he farmed land in several 
locations in Glenn, Colusa and Butte Counties.   Much
of the area in these counties was populated by whites 
who had migrated west as well as many native 

Americans.

In April of 1882 while living in the area of Stonyford 
and serving as the local constable, he responded to a 
complaint that had been filed regarding an Indian that 
was making threats upon the life of John Pugh, a 
farmer in the Little Stony Creek area.  As the local 
constable, Joseph Walkup made the arrest of the 
Indian and a bond of $1,000 was ordered or else face 
going to jail.  Failing to give the bail, Joseph took 
charge of him, and for safekeeping decided to take 
him to the Lewis Morris house (my 3rd Great 
Grandfather) intending to take him to the county jail 
in the morning.  

Shortly after midnight though, a crowd of masked 
men rushed into the room where the prisoner was, 
took him from the officer, and, conducting him 
outside, proceeded to hang him on an oak tree about ¾
of a mile away.  The lifeless body, after an inquest, 
was delivered over to the Indian’s friends.  This 
Indian, Henry, was the same man who was implicated 
in the murder of Miguel Berryessa, and was said to be 
a terror to his own people, and very much feared by 
the whites. 

Such events were likely common in the days of the 
wild West in California—at least it seems that was the 
case based on writings we’ve read from that era.  As it
turns out, I have an ancestor that was very much 
linked to one such event in our wild West history.  
You never know what will turn up when you research 
your genealogy—how many more surprises will I 
uncover?

Joseph M Walkup

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Newspaper Articles

Colfax Jan. 30, 1871
The copious showers of rain that has fallen within the 
last ten days has given assurance, both to the farmer 
and miner, that they have good prospects ahead and 
will receive a rich reward for their patient toil and 
anxiety in hoping almost against hope.  Now, 
however, we have plenty of water for both branches of
industry and all are cheerful again.  The gulches and 
ravines emptying into the North Fork and Bear river 
are said to be paying well, and the hydraulic claims in 
this vicinity are making money rapidly.

Letter from Dutch Flat Dec. 31, 1873
Well, Christmas is over.  The first joy of children over 
pleasing presents, has in a measure subsided, many of 
the new toys have been disemboweled ere this, and 
are sadly regarded as a thing of the past.
Older members of the household experience a feeling 
of relief as they try to comfort a dismayed looking 
Johnny or Tommy for the loss of the “tooting part” of 
his trumpet or endeavor to mend a broken drum.  

‘Tis the first Christmas in many years that has not 
been disagreeably stormy, and the change from a 
wintery to a June like day, was enjoyed by all.

Although preparations for a tree were left until the 
eleventh hour, the tree on Christmas eve at the Union 
church was in a great measure a pleasant success, and 
afforded the children as well as “older folks with 
young bears” much pleasure.  Could some of the older
boys just verging on manhood have been persuaded to
keep quiet, it would have added to the evenings 
enjoyment.  Several private trees and parties were had 
in town which were pleasant affairs.

June 23, 1875 Placer County Statistics
The Assessors for Placer county have just completed 
their work for the current year.  We gather from their 
several reports the following statistical items which 
will be found of more than usual interest.  
District Number One
Total assessable land 191,369 acres
Total value of land $678,033
Total value of all property $2,227,321

The Union Advocate (Auburn CA) 25 Apr. 1863
Literature – Harper’s Magazine for April, Harper’s 

Weekly, Frank Leslie’s Illustrated, New York 
Illustrated News, etc. for all these good things we are 
indebted to H. Hazell, Esq., of the Auburn Drug Store.
He has more of the same sort left.

J.W. Sullivan, of San Francisco, will accept our thanks
for a liberal supply of Eastern papers.
The Entertainment given by the ladies of the 
Episcopal Church, on Wednesday evening last, proved
a success.  Everybody seemed delighted.  

The Journal Republican (Auburn CA) 11 June 1942
State Theatre  Sho News
On Saturday, June 13th, at midnight the State will 
present a double “Horror-Show” for the benefit of  
those who think their hearts are strong enough to 
stand it and for those who are looking for a thrill of 
the shiver-shudder variety.  The first creepy feature is 
“the Ape” with Boris Karloff in the chief scaring role. 
The second picture is “King of the Zombies,” a story 
of the living dead with Dick Purcell and Joan 
Woodbury.  In addition things will happen to scare 
you out of your wits.  

Placer Herald (Auburn CA) 11 Mar 1911
At the Monday Night Club Tuesday evening, Ex-
Senator Lardner gave it as his opinion that the present 
activity in whist stood in the way of effective work by 
the ladies of Auburn in the way of civil improvement. 
The subject of Mr. Bramhall’s paper on beautifying 
Auburn was under discussion, the writer taking the 
view that Auburn, beautiful as it is naturally, it stands 
in need of improvement, especially along the railroad 
right of way but that such work was not likely to be 
undertaken or pushed to completion without the 
cordial assistance of the women of Auburn.  The 
Senator said that he endorsed the idea thoroughly, and 
added that if the women would take it up he believed 
that the work could be divided up in sections and 
taken care of by different organizations.

There will be a grand prize masquerade ball at Lone 
Star Hall, on Friday, March 17th.  Music by Auburn 
Orchestra.  The prizes: Best dressed lady $2.50; best 
dressed gentleman $2.50; best sustained lady 
character $2.50; best sustained gentleman character 
$2.50.

Placer Herald (Auburn CA) 9 June 1883
Sacrament of Confirmation.  We learn from Father 
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Leahy that Archbishop Alemany will administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, at Auburn on Sunday, the 
12th of August.  On Monday the 13th, he will dedicate
the new church at Rocklin, where the ceremony of 
Confirmation will also be carried out.

The Placer Herald (Auburn CA) 15 Mar. 1856
Theatre.  The undersigned has converted the second 
story of his Fire Proof Brick Building into a Theatrical
or Concert Room, and is prepared to  let it to 
companies on reasonable terms.  H.T. Holmes

The Republican – Argus (Auburn CA) 23 Aug. 1901
A Fine Investment.  The Bonnie Bee Quartz Mining 
and Development Company of Dutch Flat, Cal., offer 
the most liberal inducements to those wishing to 
become interested in a good mine, that is soon to 
become one of the leading mines of Placer county.  
For full information and prospectus, address H. A. 
Frost, Secretary of the Company, Dutch Flat, Cal.; or 
Wm. Rablin, Auburn Cal., agent.

Note Ladies Fashions

Note the phone number

Sacramento Bee

I found out that the digitized version of the 
Sacramento Bee is available at the Sacramento Public 
Library.  Currently they have the digitized newspapers
from 1940 to Date.  In July 2018 (I don’t know the 
specific date) they will acquire the digitized version 
from 1885 to Date.  One can access these by going to 
the Sacramento Public Library and research them 
there, or acquire a Sacramento Public Library card 
and research from the comfort of your own home.  
The closest SPL is the Sylvan Oaks Library at 6700 
Auburn Blvd, Citrus Heights.  Closed on Monday, 
Tuesday-Thursday 10 am to 8 pm, Friday 1-6pm and 
Saturday 10 am to 5 pm.

The Sacramento Bee is NOT on Newspaper.com.

Joyce House
(Return to Table of Contents)

Ancestry.com (more)

Ancestry.com is now available in the Placer County 
Libraries. Remember that the Loomis Library is no 
longer part of the Placer County Library system.

(Return to Table of Contents)

May General Meeting

Janet Brigham Rands

(Return to Table of Contents)
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DNA Class Schedule
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting – June 27, 2018 –   DNA Testing to Solve Genealogy Problems with Susan Rogers

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) – September 10, 2018 – Barbara Leak leads the Day Study 
Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) –  July 12,  August 9, September 13, 2018 – 
Family Tree Maker 2017 Q&A with Jerry Unruh. 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday week prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 a.m. at the 
LDS Church on Bell Road. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date and 
time.

(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076           

(Return to Table of Contents)

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
September 1, 2018

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/
mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com
mailto:ftm@pcgs.pcgenes.com?subject=FTM%20User%20Group
mailto:studygroup@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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