PLACER
Post Office Box 7385
Auburn, California 95604

TRAILS
February 2021

GENERAL MEETINGS
General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library,
350 Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will
be open at 6:30 PM. The Library is still closed to
use due to covid-19. For 2021, we are anticipating
that our meetings will continue to be held via
Zoom video sessions. You will need to watch
your email for the Zoom meeting notices in order
to join the sessions. While this is not our ideal
way to hold meetings, it does allow us to visit a
little and spend some time together. While we
continue this way, I am very grateful to have this
option available. I know, in the 1918 pandemic,
they were not so fortunate!!

This meeting is a Zoom Meeting
February 25 Meeting

Canadian Genealogical
Resources Online
Stephanie K. West
Thursday February 25, 2021, 7:00 pm
This meeting is a Zoom Meeting
A family history project in elementary and high school
sparked Stephanie’s interest, and she has been
researching for over 15 years. Her genealogical
education includes attending SLIG, GRIP, various
national conferences as well as local presentations,
webinars and online courses. Stephanie regularly
reads genealogical scholarly journals, history books
and newsletters. In 2017 she received the American
Society of Genealogists Scholar Award. With a
Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry and Cell Biology,
she has a strong background in genetics. Her current
research projects focus on New England,
Pennsylvania, New York and genetic genealogy.
Canadian Genealogical Resources Online Not sure
where to start with your Canadian research? An
overview of the online genealogical resources for
Canadian research will be presented.
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Stephanie’s handout is available on our web site at:
Canadian Genealogy Presentation Handout.pdf
If anything changes with the coronavirus that will
allow us to restart having normal meetings we
will let everyone know via Facebook, goups.io,
and our web site.
(Return to Table of Contents)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As we progress into 2021, one
of the projects we need to
address (again) is the future of
our books and periodicals which
are currently located at the
Placer County Archives at Dewitt Center, and at the
Loomis Library in the town of Loomis. Almost six
years ago (how time flies), we were asked to remove
our PCGS Collection from the Auburn-Placer Library
on Nevada Street because they needed to free up
space. In the same time period, our storage area at
the Carnegie Library in Auburn flooded and we had to
remove all our items from that location as well. At that
time, we working with the Friends of the Loomis
Library and Placer County Archives and found a
temporary solution.
Now we are faced with the situation again. Our
contract with the Friends of the Loomis Library will
expire in early 2022, however we expect that the
Town of Loomis will renew that contract, since our
relationship with them has been successful and
mutually beneficial. However, their space is limited
and we cannot expect any additional space for our
collection to be expanded.
Secondly, our contract with the Placer County
Museums/Archives would have expired in June 2021,
but we have signed a six-month extension, due to the
Covid complications, giving us until December to
work out an agreement with the Archives, if possible,
or relocate our collection to some other location.
I would like our members to think about this issue,
considering: 1) the value to our members of
continuing to have access to our collection of books,
periodicals, etc. into the future; 2) options for reducing
the size of the collection so it can be housed in one
place, likely the Loomis Library if we can cut the size
of the collection in half; 3) consideration of a
cooperative agreement with another
historical/genealogical group with a library facility
already in place; 4) negotiate with the Archives for a
more limited collection to be retained there; and 5)
any other options or ideas you may have.
In February of 2020, we were planning to form a
committee to work on this issue but when everything
closed down, that was put on hold. It is now time to
get to work on this project, and at the general meeting
this month, I will solicit volunteers and a leader to
form a committee to work on this project. I hope I can
count on some of you to step forward and help solve
this together.

Meanwhile, on a more upbeat note, I am so glad that
we have gotten our Zoom meetings going for all of us
to enjoy and “see” each other again. Zoom and other
social meeting sites should be featured on the front
page of Time Magazine, I think – webinars have
helped us interact through the long weeks of 2020. I
look forward to seeing you all soon, Cyndi Davis
And I especially want to thank all our members who
attended our Zoom meetings as soon as we started
having them, and remained part of this wonderful
group. Although public meetings have not re-opened
yet, with the new vaccines becoming available, we
can hold out hope that some of our normal venues
will open later in the year, allowing us to return to inperson meetings.
Meanwhile, I enjoy “seeing” you at our Zoom
meetings, and look forward to a happy and healthy
year for all of us. Happy New Year, Cyndi
(Return to Table of Contents)
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ZOOM BASICS
When a Zoom meeting is scheduled you will receive
an email invitation to "join" the meeting at a specific
date and time. A "link" will be contained in the email
allowing you to click on it and become part of the
experience.
Required hardware is an Internet connected
computer with a built-in or external speaker. If you
want to ask questions, then your computer will need a
microphone (usually built-in but can be an external
mic that plugs into the computer’s USB port). Clicking
on the join-meeting link will initiate installation of a
Zoom app on your device.
If this is your first time on Zoom, the system will want
you to "download and run" the Zoom app. Simply
read the screen instructions and follow the guidance.
Once the App is installed, you will be able to join the
meeting once it begins.
If you are anxious about the process, be proactive,
click on the link and download the Zoom App ahead
of time. It will sit there on your computer, ready for
you to use when you receive an invitation.
Again, on the date and time listed on your "invitation",
click on the link and you will "join" the meeting. The
first pop-up may ask about video: Click “Join with
video” if you want your face to show, or “join without
video” if you don’t have a camera or if you hesitate to
have yourself on screen. A second pop-up window
may ask about audio: Click “join with computer audio”
so that your microphone will be on. You can mute or
unmute yourself during most meetings; larger
meetings will often mute all participants to avoid
background noise.
Once "joined" to the meeting, there will be a "tool bar"
at the bottom of your Zoom screen (you may need to
hover over the lower screen). Here you will see a tiny
icon that looks like a video camera - be sure to toggle
that on so you can see and be seen. Next to it will be
a tiny icon for a microphone, also toggle that on
(unmute) to be heard or off (mute) to remain silent.
Off you go - enjoy the Zoom experience.
Some links to get you started:
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/categories/
200101697
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIkCmbvAHQQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9isp3qPeQ0E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mbbYqiurgeo
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PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
TREASURER REPORT January 2021

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076
Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously
donated a voice mail telephone number for Placer
County Genealogical Society. The answering
message will announce basic information and the
upcoming PCGS meetings. Callers can leave
messages for board members, chairpersons and the
research committee. Thank You, Don Cortez.
(Return to Table of Contents)

PCGS T-Shirts

CHECKING balance Jan 1, 2021
Total transfers and receipts
Total Disbursements
Net Income/(Loss)

6295.74
120.00
(888.33)
(768.33)

CHECKING Balance Jan 31, 2021
SAVINGS Balance Jan 31, 2021
TOTAL FUNDS Jan 31, 2021

5527.41
4215.01
9742.42

General Fund
Library Fund
TOTAL of PGCS Funds

5379.65
4362.77
9742.42

Submitted by Suzan Vander Linden
(Return to Table of Contents)

PCGS Mailing List
We have a mailing list for PCGS. Announcements of
meetings and other information of interest to PCGS
members will be made available through this mailing
list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent finds
and general discussion among our members.
Besides the new Facebook pages we have
established pcgs.groups.io
(Return to Table of Contents).

100 percent pre shrunk cotton fabric. Made locally in
Auburn California. Sizes Small to XX Large. Price:
$15.00 each. Good to wear to genealogy events such
as Meetings, Seminars and Genealogical Classes
locally, National and International. When others see
the name Placer County it can make a curiosity that
they will as “Where is Placer County?” or if they are
familiar with it perhaps they will ask if you know a
certain person or family from Placer County. Who
knows, it may be one you are researching. You may
contact Alora Lipsmeyer for ordering and information.
You may leave her voice mail on the PCGS voice mail
at (866) 894-2076.
Also available are name badges that can be ordered
with names you are researching. To order please see
our Registrar, Bill Heisch, at our General Meetings at
Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn, on
the 4th Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 9:00 PM
except for November and December.
(Return to Table of Contents)

Day Study Group Meeting
March DSG
March 8, 2021
Barbara Leak leads the study group. Visitors are
welcome. Requests for specific topics are
appreciated.
(Return to Table of Contents).

Family Tree Maker User Group
March FTMUG
March 11, 2021
Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please email our group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests.
(Return to Table of Contents).

PCGS General Meeting Minutes
January 28, 2021 - 7:00 p.m. Via ZOOM
Call to Order: President Davis called the meeting to
order at 7:02 p.m. and welcomed the attendees. She
thanked Barbara Leak who will be our Vice President
this year, and to Doug Saathoff who will be our DNA
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Study Group coordinator. She also thanked all the
members who are continuing to serve as Board
Members and committee leaders and our support
team.
The Treasurer’s Report (November & December
2020) and Minutes from Previous Meeting (November
2020) are in the January newsletter. There were no
comments or questions.
Registrar’s Report and Introduction of Visitors – Bill
Heisch, Registrar
Current membership: 108 paid + 31 family = 139
total. Bill reminded everyone that we are in the
renewal period for this year, and that dues are $20.
He noted that the January newsletter has the
membership form and the address to send in the
renewals. He reported that 19 members have
renewed thus far.
Old Business –
• Cyndi informed the members that we will be
extending our contracts with the County for
maintaining our materials at the Archives and
requested a Board authorization to sign the extension
agreements. Carol Peterson moved to authorize
Cyndi to sign the agreements, Bill Heisch seconded
the motion, and the motion was approved by all
Board members present.
New Business –
• Cyndi stated that the Zoom account was
upgraded from a monthly to an annual subscription
which results in a significant savings. It is possible
that we may continue with Zoom access to the
meetings even after we start meeting again in person.
Committee Reports:
• Day Study Group – Barbara Leak – Barbara
reported that the January meeting went well with an
impromptu discussion of newspaper research. She
announced the February 8th meeting will feature
Richard Rands discussing Scottish Research, and
she will present the topic of Church Records at the
March 8th meeting. Barbara also provided
information on the Auburn Stake Family History
Center classes which are held by Zoom every
Tuesday at 7 pm.
• Family Tree Maker Users Group – Jerry Unruh
reported that the January meeting with well with more
attendees than usual, and that the Group will
continue to meet monthly by Zoom at its normal day
and time (2nd Thursday, 10 to 12).
• DNA Study Group – Cyndi welcomed Doug
Saathoff as the new Group coordinator and
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announced that the Group will meet monthly for the
foreseeable future. Doug said that the next meeting
on Feb. 4th will be a discussion of the Diahan
Southard video presentation “Me and my 1000+ DNA
Cousins.” The Southard seminar is a seminar on
familytreeseminars.com which will be free for one
week starting Feb. 3rd.
• Programs – Cyndi Davis, Diane Fishburn & Patty
Saathoff – Patty announced that the speaker at our
February 25th General Meeting will be Stephanie
West who will discuss Canadian Genealogy.
• Facebook page - Placer County Genealogical
Society or PCGS1980 – Cyndi reported that the
group now has 66 members.
• HOC (Historical Organizations Council) – Diane
Fishburn – No report.
• SRGC (Sacramento Region Genealogical
Council) – Wendy Black – Wendy was not present.
Jerry also attended the last meeting, and he reported
that the SRGC website is currently on hold. When it
is reactivated, Cyndi reminded us that we still need a
volunteer to do updates on the PCGS page.
Announcements: Cyndi gave information on these
upcoming conferences and activities:
• Virtual RootsTech 2021 – Feb 25-27, 2021 –
FREE at rootstech.org
• Genetic Genealogy Conference (June 4-5, 2021)
– 7 live broadcasts & 20 pre-recorded – listen through
Oct. 3, 2021 Early bird registration ends April 26
• Genealogy Jamboree (June 11-12, 2021) – 7 live
broadcasts & 50 pre-recorded – listen through Oct.
10, 2021 Early bird registration ends April 26
• Plus Special Mid-Week Bonus Events June 7-10,
2021 – show specials, exhibitors, product Q&A, tours,
round tables and social hours
Member Share – One of the members reported on
her success (after three years) to finally obtain her
grandmother’s birth certificate from the State of
Hawaii.
Program Introduction – Diane Fishburn introduced
Kathryn Miller Marshall who presented a power point
presentation and discussion on the topic of “Gold
Rush Era – A Lawless Land, A Roaming Populace.”
The presentation was very well received.
Meeting adjourned by President Cyndi Davis at 9:08
p.m.
(Return to Table of Contents)

PLACER TRAILS
2021 Meeting Schedule

(Return to Table of Contents)

February 2021 Vol. 42 No. 2

-6-

PLACER TRAILS
RootsTech

LA Jamboree

February 2021 Vol. 42 No. 2

-7-

PLACER TRAILS

February 2021 Vol. 42 No. 2

PCGS Membership Form
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UPCOMING MEETINGS:
General Meeting – Gold Rush Era - A Lawless Land, A Roaming Populace with
Kathryn Miller Marshall, January 28, 2021 Zoom Meeting
Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) Zoom Meeting Barbara Leak leads the Day Study
Group.
Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – Zoom Meeting
Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday week prior to General Meeting) – 10:00
a.m. Zoom Meeting. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date
and time.
(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:
Check our web site

pcgs.pcgenes.com
or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
March 1, 2021
Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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