
GENERAL MEETINGS

General meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the 
month in the Beecher Room of the Auburn Library, 
350 Nevada Street at 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Doors will 
be open at 6:30 PM. The Library is still closed to 
use due to covid-19. For 2021, we are anticipating
that our meetings will continue to be held via 
Zoom video sessions. You will need to watch 
your email for the Zoom meeting notices in order 
to join the sessions. While this is not our ideal 
way to hold meetings, it does allow us to visit a 
little and spend some time together. While we 
continue this way, I am very grateful to have this 
option available. I know, in the 1918 pandemic, 
they were not so fortunate!! 

This meeting is a Zoom Meeting
April 22 Meeting

Finding Missing Ancestors in
Institutional Record,

Part I: Hospitals, Sanitariums and
Asylums

Madeline Yanov
Thursday April 22, 2021, 7:00 pm
This meeting is a Zoom Meeting

Madeline Yanov, the owner of Time Travel Genealogy
has more than 30 years of genealogy experience; 
specializing in American research. Since most 
Americans are descendants of immigrants, she is 
very familiar with European genealogy; specifically, 
Irish, British, the Slovak region, and Russian with a 
little German on the side. She also has been 
instrumental in locating and helping reunite adoptees 
with their birth parents. 

In her “other life”, prior to becoming a full time 
genealogist, Madeline was a paralegal whose 
expertise included the “discovery” for cases. This 
experience helped her in genealogy in analyzing what
to search for and how to find it. She has a degree in 
history and political science and uses those 

disciplines to tell the stories of her client’s ancestors. 
Madeline believes that genealogy is more than just 
names and dates; it’s the stories behind our 
ancestor’s lives that make them real to us.

She is a weekly volunteer at the Oakland, California 
Regional Family History Center (pre-Covid-19).  
Since 2011, she has been an indexer with 
FamilySearch.org. In 2012, Madeline was elected to 
the Board of Directors of the Contra Costa County 
Genealogical Society and is currently the President of
that society. She is a member of APG, the Association
of Professional Genealogists. 

Madeline loves traveling, meeting people and hearing
their family stories, and sharing her love of history 
and genealogy with anyone interested. 

Do you have any family members who mysteriously 
disappeared and were never seen again? Did you 
ever hear family rumors or whispers that Uncle Beau 
or Granny were institutionalized or committed to a 
“lunatic asylum”? Was there any ancestor who spent 
time in a sanitarium? Is it sanatarium or sanitorium?  
Madeline Yanov will help guide us through the maze 
of terms that may have meant something different in 
the past than today. We will learn how to use clues in 
census records, especially the 1880 census, to 
further investigate if our ancestor was 
institutionalized. She will give us tips on where to find 
these records and other sources that may give clues 
as to our ancestor’s whereabouts; court records, 
probate or surrogate records, newspapers, and death
records.  Your ancestor’s don’t have to be missing 
anymore!

Hospitals, Asylums and Sanitariums - handout

If anything changes with the coronavirus that will 
allow us to restart having normal meetings we 
will let everyone know via Facebook, groups.io, 
and our web site.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

One hundred and sixty years 
ago, on 12 April 1861, the first 
battle of the Civil War began at 
Fort Sumter, South Carolina.  
As a result of this catastrophic 

war, thousands and thousands of lives were lost and 
records were created. 

During the war years (1861-1865), the number of 
orphans in the United States more than doubled. In 
the North, about 1/3 of the able-bodied military-aged 
men served in the military, and about 1/3 of the Union 
Army was composed of immigrants. In the South, 
almost 2/3 of the able-bodied military-aged men 
served in the Confederate Army. During the course of 
the war, the United States lost about 2% of its total 
population; in comparison, the South lost 30% of its 
white male population between the ages of 18 and 
30. About 600 men died per day on average 
throughout the Civil War. The total deaths were about 
625,000 men, of which, about 210,000 were killed in 
action; the balance died from diseases. All this 
created a tremendous trickle-down impact on the 
entire American population.

Regardless of whether a direct ancestor served or 
not, just about every family was affected by lives lost, 
the lasting social and economic effects of the war, the
political divisions between families, and the trauma 
that affected those who suffered. You may find 
military records, newspaper articles, pension 
applications, wills and guardianship documents, and 
many other records, for both Union and Confederate 
soldiers and families. This was also the first war with 
a vivid photographic record and newspaper coverage 

of the soldiers and the battles. Take some time this 
month to research your Civil War era ancestors. You 
may find some interesting facts, stories and photos 
from this historic period in American history.

That’s it for this month. Please let us know if you have
any suggestions or comments regarding the Society. 
We welcome your input via email at 
president@pcgs.pcgenes.com or at any of our 
meetings.

(Return to Table of Contents)

A New Special Interest Group is Coming - 
“Beginner and Basic Genealogy”

Beginning Tuesday, April 
27, from 2:00 to 3:30, or 
thereabouts, Cyndi Davis 
is offering to meet on 
Zoom with “Beginners” 
and others needing some 
basic genealogy research
assistance. If you’ve 
wanted to start building 

your family tree, or started but not sure where to look,
maybe this session is for you. Maybe you got a DNA 
test, but don’t know what to do next. 

For the first session, I anticipate more of a question-
and-answer session to get an idea of what topics and 
issues could be discussed at future meetings. At this 
time, I will plan on the 4th Tuesday afternoon of the 
month for subsequent meetings, but we can discuss 
the schedule at this first meeting.

I will post the Zoom link on our Facebook page, 
PCGS1980, as well as our PCGS@groups.io page.  I 
hope some of you will give it a try and invite friends 
that are curious about their own family history. You 
may also send me an email at 
president@pcgs.pcgenes.com to start building an 
email list for this group. I am looking forward to 
seeing you, Cyndi

(Return to Table of Contents)
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Updated Biography Index
By Joyce House

In 2019, I updated the Biography Index database with
2,991 obituaries clipped from several old Placer 
County newspapers.  These obituaries range from 
1850’s to 1990’s.  This database includes many 
obituaries of victims of WWI, WWII, and the Vietnam 
War and railroad accidents which occurred at the 
Roseville rail yard.

Also, I added about 2,700 individuals of Native 
Americans.  This data was compiled by Randy and 
Sharon Lynch-Manes.  The names were taken from 
Indian Registrations, U.S. Indian Census listings, vital
records, burial records, newspaper articles, 
obituaries, and more.  The area of research included 

documentations from Placer, Amador, El Dorado, 
Mendocino, Sacramento, Tuolumne Counties and 
some counties outside of this area.  These records 
are sorted by family name and are available at the 
Placer County Archives in six large binders. 

Randy and Sharon Lynch-Manes also created 
descendent and pedigree charts including sources of 
the Native American families they researched.  There 
are 11 volumes of these spiral-bound booklets.

This database is on the PCGS website:
pcgs.pcgenes.com/pcgsbio.html

* * * * *
Interested in Volunteering?
The Placer County Archives are always looking for 
volunteers.  We especially need people to help in 
doing data entry and scanning photos.  If you are 
interested, please email Kelsey Monahan, Archives 
Curator, at Kmonahan@placer.ca.gov.

(Return to Table of Contents)

PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

Don Cortez of Three Ring Service has graciously 
donated a voice mail telephone number for Placer 
County Genealogical Society. The answering 
message will announce basic information and the 
upcoming PCGS meetings. Callers can leave 
messages for board members, chairpersons and the 
research committee. Thank You, Don Cortez.

(Return to Table of Contents)

  PCGS T-Shirts

100 percent pre shrunk cotton fabric. Made locally in 
Auburn California. Sizes Small to XX Large. Price: 
$15.00 each. Good to wear to genealogy events such
as Meetings, Seminars and Genealogical Classes 
locally, National and International. When others see 
the name Placer County it can make a curiosity that 
they will as “Where is Placer County?” or if they are 
familiar with it perhaps they will ask if you know a 
certain person or family from Placer County. Who 
knows, it may be one you are researching. You may 
contact Alora Lipsmeyer for ordering and information. 
You may leave her voice mail on the PCGS voice mail
at (866) 894-2076.

Also available are name badges that can be ordered 
with names you are researching. To order please see 
our Registrar, Bill Heisch, at our General Meetings at 
Placer County Library, 350 Nevada Street, Auburn, on
the 4th Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 9:00 PM 
except for November and December.

(Return to Table of Contents)

mailto:Kmonahan@placer.ca.gov
http://pcgs.pcgenes.com/pcgsbio.html


PLACER TRAILS   April 2021 Vol. 42 No. 4 - 5 -

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
TREASURER REPORT  March 2021

CHECKING balance Mar 1, 2021             6397.41
  Total transfers and receipts                       655.00
  Total Disbursements                                    75.00   
  Net Income/(Loss)                      590.00

CHECKING Balance Mar 31, 2021            6987.41
SAVINGS Balance Mar 31, 2021         4215.08
TOTAL FUNDS Mar 31, 2021                   11202.49

General Fund                            6734.41
Library Fund                              4467.77
TOTAL of PGCS Funds           11202.49

Submitted by Suzan Vander Linden
(Return to Table of Contents)

PCGS Mailing List 

We have a mailing list for PCGS. Announcements of 
meetings and other information of interest to PCGS 
members will be made available through this mailing 
list. It is also a place to gloat about your recent finds 
and general discussion among our members.

Besides the new Facebook pages we have 
established pcgs.groups.io 

(Return to Table of Contents).

Day Study Group Meeting
May DSG

May 10, 2021

Barbara Leak leads the study group. Visitors are 
welcome. Requests for specific topics are 
appreciated. 

(Return to Table of Contents).

Family Tree Maker User Group
May FTMUG
May 13, 2021

Special in-depth topics can be scheduled. Please e-
mail our group leader Jerry Unruh with any requests.

(Return to Table of Contents).

PCGS General Meeting Minutes
March 25, 2021 - 7:00 p.m. 
Via ZOOM

Call to Order and Welcome:   President Davis called
the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. and welcomed the 
attendees and visitors.  She also welcomed the 
speaker Roger W. Howland.  The visitors were all 
introduced and included members of other societies. 

The Treasurer’s Report (February 2021) and 
Minutes from Previous Meeting (February 2021) 
are in the March newsletter.  There were no 
comments or questions. 

Registrar’s Report and Introduction of Visitors – 
Bill Heisch, Registrar 
Current membership: 109 paid + 30 family = 139 
total.   Bill reminded everyone that we are in the 
renewal period for this year, and that dues are due by
the end of the month.  He reported that 77 members 
have renewed thus far, and he has been advised that 
10 more renewals are in the mail.

Old Business – 
 Library Solutions Committee:  Cyndi reported 

on the new Committee which will review the 
needs of our society for our libraries at the 
Placer County Archives and the Loomis 
Library considering usage, space available 
and growing digitization of research materials.
She said that the group has already had one 
meeting and will meet again on April 1.  
Members of the committee have also visited 
the Loomis Library.  She asked if any 
members would like to join the committee, and
Wendy Black volunteered.    

New Business –
Cyndi announced the formation of a New 

Beginner’s Study Group which she will lead.  
The format will initially be a question-and-
answer format, and as the group develops, 
specific topics may be scheduled.  The 
meeting time has been set for the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 2:00 pm., and the 
first meeting will be on April 27th.   The group 
will meet by Zoom and is open to members 
and non-members.  She will send out an email
and Zoom invitation to members of PCGS and
the DNA Study Group, and all members are 
encouraged to spread the word about the new
group.  
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Committee Reports:
1. Day Study Group – Barbara Leak – 

Barbara confirmed that the next Group 
meeting will be held on April 12; the topic 
has not yet been determined.

2. Family Tree Maker Users Group – Jerry 
Unruh said that the next meeting is on 
April 8, and he will likely address the 
adding of pictures to the program.

3. DNA Study Group – Doug Saathoff 
announced that the next meeting will be 
held on April 1 at 10 am by Zoom, and the 
speaker will be Janet Brigham addressing 
the topic of epigenetics.

4. Programs – Cyndi Davis, Diane Fishburn 
& Patty Saathoff – The Programs 
Committee advised that the April Meeting 
speaker will be Madeleine Yanov; she will 
discuss researching ancestors in 
institutions.  This is Part 1 of a series that 
she does, and we may schedule her for 
Part 2 later this year or next year.

5. Facebook page - Placer County 
Genealogical Society or PCGS1980 – 
Cyndi reported that the Facebook page 
still has 69 members.

6. PCGS.groups.io –  The groups.io has 77 
members.

7. HOC (Historical Organizations Council) 
– Diane Fishburn – No report.

8. SRGC (Sacramento Region 
Genealogical Council) – Wendy Black – 
Cyndi said that SRGC will meet on April 
10th.  It is continuing to work on the 
website and beginning to work on the 
updates to the speakers' directory.  

Announcements:  Cyndi gave information on these 
upcoming conferences and activities:

9. Genetic Genealogy Conference (June 4-5,
2021) – 7 live broadcasts & 20 pre-
recorded – listen thru’ Oct. 3, 2021 Early 
bird registration ends April 26

10. Genealogy Jamboree (June 11-12, 2021) 
– 7 live broadcasts & 50 pre-recorded – 
listen thru’ Oct. 10, 2021 Early bird 
registration ends April 26

11. Plus Special Mid-Week Bonus Events 
June 7-10, 2021 – show specials, 
exhibitors, product Q&A, tours, round 
tables and social hours

Member Share – Cyndi asked if anyone attended the
recent virtual Roots Tech 2021, and several members
indicated that they had attended some sessions, and 
the sessions continue to be available.  Diane 
Fishburn also shared information about an ancestor 
who was recently in the news. 

Program Introduction – Diane Fishburn introduced 
Roger Howland as our speaker on the topic of 
“Before 1620.”  Roger gave a highly informative and 
interesting presentation and took several questions 
about the very early colonies and New World 
activities, and there was also a brief discussion about 
the Mayflower.  Several Mayflower descendants were
in the group.

Meeting adjourned – Cyndi adjourned the meeting 
at 8:32 p.m.

(Return to Table of Contents)
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 UPCOMING MEETINGS:

General Meeting – Finding Missing Ancestors in Institutional Record, Part I: Hospitals, Sanitariums and
Asylums with Madeline Yanov, March 25, 2021 Zoom Meeting

Day Study Group Meeting (Second Monday of the Month) Zoom Meeting Barbara Leak leads the Day Study 
Group.

Family Tree Maker User’s Group (Second Thursday of the Month) – Zoom Meeting 

Placer County Genealogical Society Board Meetings (Wednesday week prior to General Meeting) – 10:00 
a.m. Zoom Meeting. All members are welcome to attend please check with a board member to confirm date 
and time.

(Return to Table of Contents)

For Updates on Meetings and Other Events:  
  Check our web site
pcgs.pcgenes.com
   or
PCGS Voice Mail (866) 894-2076

(Return to Table of Contents)

Next Newsletter DEADLINE is:
May 1, 2021

Email: placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com

mailto:placertrails@pcgs.pcgenes.com
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