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JUNE MEETING  
PHOTO SESSION AND SHARE - IN  

June 26, 1986  

This evening of sharing and learning will be open only to members and their guests. The 
purpose of this event will be to display and share the individual libraries and resources of 
the membership so that all may benefit. Here's how it will work: 

BEFORE the Share-In - collect any resource materials you may have at home. Label each item 
with your name and phone number and prepare an inventory list of 
everything you plan to bring. 

Suggestions of things to share... 	books, journals, society newsletters and quarterlies, 
maps, atlases, working forms, vital record request forms, telephone directories, seminar 
hand-outs and notes, personal genealogies, photograph albums, area history books,histori- 
cal novels, memorabilia, 	  

DAY OF THE SHARE IN - Bring your resources, inventory list, notebooks, pencils, photo-
copier money, 3 x 5 cards, pedigree worksheets, etc. (Refreshments will be provided.) 

6:30 P.M. 	 - 	Register at door and distribute materials to designated areas. 
(Tables will be set up according to localities: U.S., European,etc.) 

7:00 P.M. 	 - 	Welcome, introduction and special instructions. 

7:30 - 9:00 P.M. - 	Research time. Come prepared to work and make use of other's 
resources while waiting for your pictures to be taken. 

The 	 tf  this evening's sharing depends on your contrihuticns and consideration of 
other's resources. Admission will be restricted to members and guests only to ensure security 
of personal resources. 

PHOTO SESSION: Anyone having pictures that they would like to have copied, please contact 
Linda Nelson at 823-2700 (days) or 878-7661 (eves). These pictures will be taken in black and 
white. You will receive a copy of your picture and the negative. We are only able to copy 
about 100 pictures in an evening, so reservations are NECESSARY! Members $2.00 each, non-
members $3.00 each. 

WHOSE COUSIN ARE YOU?! Dorothy Thomsson will give a presentation during the Share-In on an 
easy-to-read and easy-to-understand Progenitor Chart. 

FUND RAISER 

For those of our membership that were not at our May meeting, the Society has set a goal 
for 1986, to purchase and donate to the Auburn-Placer County Library a new microfilm reader. 
Anyone that has used the one reader that is now in service (?), knows that a new reader is 
needed badly! Our Microfilm Reader Fund is already at $200.00, but the total cost is $700.00. 
We are asking all of our members if they could contribute at least $7.00 each toward this pur-
chase, we will have our new reader in no time at all!! We would like to thank all those who 
have contributed already and would like to encourage all of you to make your pledge or contri-
bution now!!. Make checks payable to: P.C.G.S. Reader Fund. Mail to: P.O. Box 7385, 95604. 

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO ABOVE ADDRESS 

------------------------------------------------------------ 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: 
Last month, our speaker was Donna Howell, President of the Placer County Historical 

Society. She is a third-generation Auburnite with a great deal of interesting knowledge of 
Placer County. She told us about the history of the Victorian house she bought in Auburn 
that, at one time, belonged to Irene Burns, an interesting woman. Donna also told us about 
the research she has done for others. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our member, Aubrey Johnston for all his 
work in helping others to find their families in this area. Aubrey's binder, with all his 
correspondence to date, is most interesting to read. Thank you again, Aubrey, for all your 
work. 

I will be leaving this month for Salt Lake City. I am really looking forward to my first 
visit to the LDS Library there. I will miss this month's meeting but will see you all again 
in July. 
* 

JULY & AUGUST EVENING MEETINGS: This summer the Beecher Room at the Library will be open for 
sharing and visiting from 7:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. on the regular dates July 24th and August 28th. 

BRICKWALL SESSIONS: There will be no Brickwall day meetings in July and August. These meet-
ings will resume on Tuesday, September 2nd. 

NOTE: THIS WILL BE THE LAST NEWSLETTER UNTIL SEPTEMBER - HAPPY SUMMER!!!!  

* * * * * * * * * * 
OFF THE SHELF by Dorothy Thomsson  

No raffle this month as money from photo-copies is also a fund raiser. 

The 1985 Index for the Sutro Library New Additions is now in the black "Sutro Shelf List" 
binder. In 1985 Sutro added hundreds of titles including many city, county and regional 
histories on microfilm; the latest for California, Massachusetts, Florida, Georgia and 
Wisconsin. Most titles are available through Inter-Library Loan. Read the instructions. 
Please note that each year (volume) is indexed separately with three main divisions: surname, 
location and special subjects, such as ethnic groups, church groups, wars, etc. Search 
carefully in each year and section. 

The May "Tri-State" genealogical articles are in their folder. One on Religious  
Geography and Genealogy shows a chart of location and dates of main religious groups. Very 
enlightening! 

Other additions to periodicals include the latest "Highlander" from the Davisons, 
"Michigan History" from Aubrey Johnson, and a booklet "Simple Steps to Buying a Personal 
Computer" 	(in yellow computer binder) from Al Melanson. And, don't forget the "Genealogical 
Helper" arrives by-monthly and can be checked out. 

Copies of the New England Historic & Genealogical Society's newsletter "NEXUS" are being 
put into a binder which will be shown with New England materials at the "Share-In" and then 
will go on periodical shelves in the library. 

* * * * * ** * * * 

THE PERSONAL TOUCH 

Get well wishes to our long-time member Virginia Przepiorski! Ginger has suffered 
three major heart attacks in the last month. Our prayers and good wishes are with you, 
Ginger! Jimmie Lee Blair reports that Ginger is home now and taking it very easy. 

Ella Louise Whaley had a cataract operation about three weeks ago and is doing very well. 
In spite of this "slight" setback, Ella Louise has wasted no time getting back into her 
researching and computer projects. 

Congratulations to Ann Chandler! Ann has been accepted into the National Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution. She is a member of the Capt. John Oldham Chapter, 
Grass Valley-Nevada City. 

When Georgia Helderlein wrote to the editor of an out-of-state newspaper, her query 
was printed on the front page, and she has received many replies. Try it! 

Jimmie Lee Blair, Doris Rybicki and Delores Mitchell took a Western Airline flight 
to Salt Lake City for researching. There is a special rate when you make reservations 
thirty days in advance. Their motel was only one block from the Genealogical Library. They 
had a great time. 
WE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE "THE PERSONAL TOUCH" A REGULAR ITEM IN THE NEWSLETTER. CALL US AND LET 
US KNOW WHAT IS HAPPENING TO YOU OR IF YOU KNOW OF A MEMBER'S ILLNESS, OPERATION,ETC. 



JUNE 1986 
	

- 	PLACER TRAILS 	
Aft 	

Page 3 

FUND RAISER OF A DIFFERENT COLOR by Kathryn McGinis  

In Dutch Flat there is a "Hearse House" at the end of Main Street in which sits an ornate, 
horse-drawn, glass-sided hearse with silver trimmings and plumes. There is a story told about 
the hearse that is probably mythical, but why all this obsession with destroying myths, anyway. 

In the earliest days, Dutch Flatters hauled their dead to the cemetery in wagons; but, in 
1875 a few public spirited citizens felt the need for a more dignified conveyance. So they 
took up a collection to buy a hearse, not neglecting to highjack the local madams, who, at any 
rate, in the normal course of events would provide a disproportionate amount of business for 
it. To their great distress the citizens found that they had not enough money to buy a hearse 
with plumes and returned to Dutch Flat determined to collect the extra sum needed. Again, 
they asked the madams for help, but the old gals said they'd be damned if they would give 
another cent. Finally, however, they accepted a compromise proposal. They would announce 
a "dollar day" in the diggings and if they took in enough cash, they would help buy the plumes. 
There are plumes on the hearse! 

This information was taken from "My Life With History" by John D. Hicks, a noted Historian 
and part-time resident of Dutch Flat. 

Kathryn McGiriis, a member of our Society, has a copy of the Dutch Flat Hearse book, 
listing the contributors and the dates of deaths and transport in the hearse to the Dutch Flat 
and the Gold Run cemeteries. She will make it available for anyone searching for ancestors 
in that area. The book covers the period of 1875 to 1947 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ***** 

QUERY: HUCKINS surname book or history? Donna Miller is trying to locate a booklet on 
the "Huckins". She understands it is owned by a lady in the Grass Valley area. 
Write Donna at 3021 Redemeyer Road, Ukiah, CA 95498 (707) 468-0767. 

CHOOSE PHOTO ALBUMS WITH CARE: 
Periodically, we feel the need to spread the word about the problems inherent in the 

magnetic photo albums, the kind with a sticky backing and a clear plastic overlay. Unfor-
tunately, they are the most commonly available type, and they are the worst thing that you could 
put your photographs and treasures in. The chemical reaction from the backing and plastic will 
eventually cause deterioration and discoloration. As if that weren't enough, moisture entrap-
ment is possible if the plastic is sealed tightly on a humid day. For example, one poor 
woman lost her prints within two months of inserting them in the album 

One question presented recently was how to remove material from the album when it adheres 
tightly to the pages. Unfortunately, I have no simple answer. Possibly, you could cut it out 
and carefully peel off the backing. There are archival albums available, however. Ask your 
nearest librarian or museum archivist. (From the Tri-State Trader) 

** ** ****** 

IMMIGRATION ARCHIVES: 
The Balch Institute for Ethnic Studies, 18 South Seventh St., Philadelphia, PA 19106, 

houses the Temple University National Immigration Archives. Consisting of ship manifests 
from all the eastern United States ports for approximately 1820 to 1914, they contain the 
names of about 35,000,000 people who immigrated to the United States during this period. The 
manifests were turned over to Temple University by the National Archives in Washington for the 
purpose of indexing them on computer. Once the project is well underway, the Balch Institute 
in cooperation with Temple University will make available to individuals searching for their 
"roots" computer printouts of information concerning the arrival of their ancestors to the 
United States. NOTE: Perhaps a letter of inquiry to them now may get some results or a 
notification of when this information will be available. 

GALLATIN TRAILS: 
The Illinois State Historical Library will look up and copy obituaries for 25 cents 

each. Send deceased person's name, date of death and county lived and/or buried in. Enclose 
SASE. Write: Illinois State Historical Library, Old State Capitol, Springfield, IL 62706. 

MASONIC LODGE RECORDS: 
The Masonic Lodge Records can be a wonderful source of information. In the Grand 

Secretary's Office of the Masonic Grand Lodges there are two very important files which are 
the active and deceased members files. Records still existing begin around 1785. Remember 
that the member had to be 21 years of age. 

The membership files in each Grand Lodge covers the entire state so they can be used 
as a statewide index of Masons. This is indeed helpful when you know only the state your 
ancestor came from. This record will reflect the birth date and place, death date and place, 
place of residence, etc. There is an office of the Grand Lodge for almost every state and 
in some foreign countries. 

CEMETERY RECORDS: 
The California Room at the State Law Library in Sacramento has cemetery records 

recorded by the DAR. Let's organize a field trip to this library in the near future. 



JUNE 1986 

 

PLACER TRAILS Page 4 

     

     

vew 

ILLINOIS PUBLIC DOMAIN LAND SALES: 

In 1977 the National Endowment for the Humanities awarded the Illinois State Archives, 
through the Office of the Secretary of State, a grant to fund computer conversion of original 
land sales in Illinois. These records were recorded over one hundred years ago by the U.S. 
General Land Office, state officials, or clerks of the Illinois Central Railroad. In 1869 
they were transferred from the General Land Office to the Illinois Auditor of Public Accounts 
and then to the State Archives in the 1950's. They consist of hundreds of desk size volumes 
and boxes of letters, memoranda, and sales receipts. 

Now, the data base, which includes information on over 550,000 original sales of the 
54,740 square miles of public lands in Illinois, can be used by computer programs at will. 
They are listed by: (1) alphabetical by purchaser's name, (2) geographical by county, 
meridian, range, township and section, and (3) alphabetical by county and alphabetical 
thereunder by purchaser's name. 

From these records one may learn purchaser's name, type of sale, legal description of 
the land, number of acres bought, price per acre, total price, social status of purchaser, 
county or state residence of purchaser, and reference to the volume and page number of the 
original record. (Roots Digest) 

CANADIAN SOURCES: 

The Public Archives of Canada at 395 Wellington St., Ottawa, Ontario, K1A-0N3, has a 
free booklet available called "Tracing Your Ancestors in Canada" by Patricia Kennedy and 
Janie Roy. 

The Archives of the Province of Ontario has also a free booklet available called 
"Genealogical Sources Archives of Ontario". Write to: Archives of Ontario, Queens Park, 
77 Grenville St., Toronto, Ontario M7A-2R9. 

Registration of Vital Statistics began in the Province of Ontario on July 1, 1869, and 
no official records are held by the Ontario Archives prior to that date. Searches for births, 
deaths or marriages will be conducted by the Office of the Registrar General, MacDonald Block, 
Parliament Buildings, Toronto, Ontario M7A-1Y5. The search fee is $5.00 (Canadian) for each 
five year period. 

The Archives of Ontario has a "Lands Record Index" for that Province and will search 
the index free of charge. 

DID YOU KNOW?  

That when an individual signed with an "X" on an old deed, this did not always mean 
he was illiterate. On the contrary, only Christians could buy and sell land, so this was 
just his Christian mark, or proof that he was not a pagan. 

That the new address for Massachusetts State Archives is: Massachusetts Archives at 
Columbia Point, 220 Morrissey Blvd., Boston, MA 02125. 

That no notekeeping system is like arranging deck chairs on the Titanic. 

** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


