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JUNE EVENING MEETING 
7:00 pm Thursday, June 23, 1988 

Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Doors will open at 6:15 pm for the Early-Bird session for newcomers and those who need 
assistance on a research problem. 

PROGRAM  
CALIFORNIA GOLD COUNTRY 

The speaker, F. D. Caihoon, is a writer, publisher and lecturer. He emphasizes the Gold 
Rush, its people and how gold was found and mined. He has written many books on this 

_subject: 	"Coolies, Kanakas and Cousin Jacks," "49er Irish,"The Dead Mule Murder," 
"Saving the Family Farm," and others. 

AND 
In keeping with the Gold Country theme, our Secretary, Barbara Leak, will talk on 

"How to Research in Placer County." 

Raffle book this month will be the popular, "Once Upon a Memory." 
********** 

PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO NEWSLETTERS PUBLISHED IN JULY AND AUGUST. 

PCGS DAY MEETINGS  
There will be no Day Meeting,  in the Beecher Room in July. However, this will be a good 
time for those who regularly attend these meetings to meet at the Auburn Family History 
Center, 287 Poet Smith Dr. Auburn, Wednesday, July 13 at 10:00 am. This will be an 
excellent opportunity to acquaint you with these research facilities. 	For further 
information call Ann at 878-8665. 

There WILL BE a Day Meeting in the Beecher Room Wednesday, AUGUST 10, at 10:00 am. Come 
and bring your problems, questions and just talk "Genealogy." 

ADDITION TO THE MEMBERSHIP LIST 
WELCOME to the following new member: 
#234 Barbara Jean Ferreira 6200 Wise Rd, Newcastle 95658 885-2070 

PCGS SURNAME INDEX: All of the surnames and pertinent information on the cards in the 
Surname File have been put into the computer. 	SEPTEMBER 15 IS THE CUT-OFF DATE. If you 
wish to have your names in the Surname Index, be sure to put your cards in the file before 
that date. We will monitor the Surname File regularly for new cards until the cut-off 
date. The information is taken from the card and the upper right corner is clipped off so 
we can tell which cards have been processed. 

Please be sure to put your PCGS Member ID# in the lower right corner. If you wish to put 
your name and address on the reverse side of the card, that is up to you. The Index will 
include a list of the ID#, name and address of each member. Stamped cards are available 
at the meetings. 

******************** 

GRASS ROOTS GENEALOGICAL GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 9:30am to 11:00 am in the Senior 
Citizens Bldg. of the Nevada Co. Fairgrounds. 	For more information call Ella-Louise 
Whaley, 273-8074. 

MISSION OAKS GENEALOGY CLUB is sponsoring a seminar, Sept. 10, 9:00 am, featuring Kory 
Meyerink, a professional genealogist from Salt Lake City, at the Mission Oaks Community 
Center, 4701 Gibbons Dr., Carmichael. 	Topics: 	Tracing your Ancestors through 
Immigration/Emigration Records; New Genealogical Sources and Techniques; Missing Wives and 
Parents: Where to Find Them. Contact: Elizabeth Kohler 482-8531 for further information. 
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IMPORTANT 

(THERE WILL BE NO NEWSLETTERS IN JULY AND AUGUST) 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE FOLLOWING MEETINGS 

JULY EVENING MEETING 
Thursday, July 28, 7:00 pm 

Beecher Room 

PRESERVATION WORKSHOP 

Mr. William Johnson, preservation expert who spoke to us in February, will bring 
materials for members to have a hands-on opportunity to do at least three projects: 
Encapsulation, Repairing your own books, and the MOM process of preserving old newspapers 
and documents. As everyone who attended the meeting remembers, Mr. Johnson was a very 
interesting speaker who interspersed his talk with great humor. 

Bring a book you would like to repair, an item you would like to encapsulate or 
preserve. This is a rare opportunity to try it yourself with an expert looking over your 
shoulder. 	If you have any other preservation problems, bring them along. 	We will 
reimburse Mr. Johnson for the materials that he brings for members to use. Therefore, 
each member will be expected to pay for the materials he or she uses. This should be 
minimal. 

The evening will be spent working with Mr. Johnson and sharing with others. 

************************************************************************** 

AUGUST EVENING MEETING  
Thursday, August 25, 7:00 pm 

Beecher Room 

GENEALOGY "FLEA MARKET" 
We will be holding a "flea market" of genealogy-related items and bargain book sale. 

Members are urged to do a late spring cleaning and donate ANYTHING that is remotely 
connected with genealogy. Old newsletters and quarterlies from other societies, catalogs, 
surplus Genealogical Helpers, duplicate maps, histories (good for background, maps, 
pictures, etc.), forms you no longer use, (someone else may need them), surplus stationery 
items, picture frames, etc. Also, it would be a great help if you would put a reasonable 
price on the donated item before bringing it to the meeting. 

The proceeds from this sale will be used to help buy books for the library, reproduce 
more "How to Begin" books, and other necessary projects to benefit our membership. 

As there will be no formal meeting this evening, it will be a good chance for members 
to talk with each other, get better acquainted and share whatTh new. Come and enjoy! 

"HOW TO BEGIN" SEMINAR  
SATURDAY, OCT. 8, 8:30 am to 2:00 pm 

Beecher Room 
The Placer County Genealogical Society will hold its annual "How to Begin" seminar. 

This is an all-day class on basic genealogy for beginners or anyone who needs a refresher 
course. There is no charge for this seminar. 

Help is needed from a few people to take registration, fix the coffee and cookies, 
and set up the chairs. Call Shelly Fletcher 823-6521 if you can help. More information 
will be in the September newsletter. 

*********************** 

DOCUMENT STORAGE, ETC.  
Whether or not your papers are deacidified, they should be stored unfolded in 

acid-free folders, and the latter kept in either acid-free boxes or in a baked-enamel 
finish filing cabinet. Acid-free folders retard acid damage in acidic papers. Metal 
files are safer than wooden shelves, boxes, or trunks because wood itself is acidic. To 
maximize paper life store documents in a dark, cool area where fluctuations in temperature 
and humidity are minimal. Keep papers away from insects or rodents and never eat or drink 
around documents. Try to isolate documents from air pollution and high humidity. Endust 
should always be used to dust shelves or floors since dust can cut paper fibers. Follow 
the directions on the can--do not let 
Endust touch documents directly. 

Many people stick cellophane tape on important family documents in the belief that 
they are preserving them from further damage. Actually, this is the single worst thing 
people do to their papers. The adhesive on these tapes is acidic, causes yellowstains 
and embrittles paper. 	Certain flammable, toxic solvents will remove the tape and 
adhesive, but not the stains. To avoid this problem never put tape of any kind on any 
documents you want to save. 

Instead of tape, there are several specialized methods of mending tears. 
These techniques use acid-free materials and water-soluble adhesives. Being acid-free the 
mends should not yellow or stain, but should this happen, they can be easily removed with 
water. 

Store documents in dry areas. Check for mold and mildew. Store documents flat. Do 
not fold or roll. Avoid storage with newspapers. Do not nail, tack, or clip with metal. 
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SEARCHING FOR MICHIGAN BLUFF ROOTS: A descendant of a pioneer Michigan Bluff family is 
looking for information about her family history and hopes someone in the area might be 

able to help. M.W. Long of Sebastopol, CA wrote a letter addressed to "Records Clerk, 
City Hall, Michigan Bluff." There being no city hail in the tiny town, the letter was 
passed along to the Foresthill Messenger. The text of Longs letter is as follows: 

"Could you give me any information about a family called Watkins? My grandmother, 
Eliza Jane Watkins, was born in Michigan Bluff, Aug. 4, 1858. Her parents were Ann Powell 
and Thomas J. Watkins. It is possible that Ann Powell Watkins died and is buried there. 
Would there possibly be any information regarding the parents of Ann Powell?" 

Anyone having information concerning the above, please contact the Editor of the 
Foresthill Messenger at 367-2366. 

NEW YORK RESEARCH UPDATE: The Albany County Hall of Records has now moved into better 
facilities and is better organized than before. Their new address is: Albany County Hall 
of Records, 250 South Pearl St., Albany, NY 12202. Besides normal county records, the 
Hall has the early Albany city marriage records from 1870 to 1914. This is the only 
source for these records because Albany vital records were not part of the State system 
until 1914. 

The Capital District Genealogical Society, Box 2175, Albany, NY 12220, has issued a 
new edition to their Surname Index. Over 1,000 surnames are listed, with the names and 
addresses of researchers seeking to learn more or share data given for your ease in 
contacting them. Send $4.00 (includes postage) to the above address. 

A new request form has been designed by the New York State Department of Health, 
which describes their services and fees. A copy may be found in the #15 Mar/Apr 1988 
Issue of Heritage Quest, page 55, which you may photocopy and use. (Quest copies are in 
the Auburn Library, Genealogy Section) 

INSURANCE COMPANIES: According to Bremers Compendium of Historical Sources (copy is on 
shelf in Genealogy Reference Department of the Auburn Library), in the last 200 years it 
is estimated that over sixty percent of our ancestors took out life insurance at least 
once in their lifetime (some think that in New England may be as much as 90%). These 
records are a rich source of information to the genealogist. Most of these records are 
still located in the home office of that particular company or its successor. For names, 
addresses and dates of origins of Life Insurance companies in the United States, see the 
Compendium pages, 409-428. 

EDITORS NOTE: Take time and check out the Compendium. It is an excellent source "to 
answer the most often asked genealogy questions and contains approximately ninety percent 
of all the resources you should need to locate your American ancestors." With this book 
Bremer has tried to make research less stodgy and offers quick and faster methods to help 
you find these sources of information. 

AGRICULTURAL CENSUSES were taken in 1850, 1860, 1870 and 1880. They list farm and ranch 
owners in each county in every state. They are on file at the National Archives and can 
be obtained through inter-library loan. Those of us who cannot find our ancestors in the 
Federal census but know they existed might try researching these. 

FRATTD: 	ELIZABETH ROSS rises again. 	She is no longer associated with American 
Genealogies, Inc. and has new address, Genealogy Room, P.O. Box 5300, Scranton, PA., 
coincidentally, the same as our old friend "Beatrice." Elizabeth now gives herself the 
maiden name of whomever she is contacting. If you receive a card from Elizabeth (your 
name) Ross, take it to the Post Office and tell them it is a fraudulent claim and why. 
(Eastern WA Gen. Soc.) 

ORPHAN TRAINS: Records are now open for the names of those children on the Orphan Trains 
from the late 1800s to 1929. For further information, write to Record Information Office, 
New York Foundling Hospital, 1175 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10021. 

UNSOLICITED MAIL: Put an end to this type of mail. Contact the Direct Mail Marketing 
Assn., 6 E. 43rd St., New York, NY 10017. They will remove your name from the mailing 
lists of their members. This will stop a lot of unsolicited mail--but not all. It will 
include most sweepstakes, contest offers, samples, coupons and catalogs. To determine 
which charitable organizations have legitimate fund-raising practices, contact the 
National Information Bureau at 419 Park Ave. S., New York, NY 10016 for a copy of "Wise 
Giving Guide." (From the Tacoma, WA "Postmark") 

FROM JOYCE BUCKLANDS "THE ENGLISH RESEARCHER: Do you want to enclose British stamps on 
your self-addressed envelopes rather than the International Postal Coupons which are now 
$.95 each? British postage may be obtained from: The British Post Office, Philatelic 
Bureau, 124 Lothian House, Edinburgh EH3 9BB, Scotland. AIR MAIL postage from England = 
31p (pence) for the first 10 grams, 14p for each additional 10 grams. 

Now there is an easier and less expensive way to send money overseas. 	Ruesch 
International, 1140 19th St. NW, Washington, DC 20036, will issue Foreign Bank Drafts in 
sterling pounds for only $2.00 per draft. And, checks expressed in sterling pounds can be 
converted into U.S. dollars for only $2.00 per check. At the prices some banks are now 
charging, this is almost unbelievable. A life saver for genealogists! 	If you wish to 
lock in a rate of exchange, call toll-free number (1-800-424-2923). Upon receipt of your 
payment, the draft at the locked-in rate will be mailed to you. For more information call 
this toll-free number. 
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OFF-THE-SHELF by Dorothy Thomsson 

A TREAT: If you have an interest in the Civil War in general, or Iowa in particular, 
you-11 enjoy a special book that has been copied for us by Betty Stanfill. It has been 
preserved in her family from her great, great grandfather, Joseph W. Barton. 

It concerns the history of the 28th Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 1862-1865; its marches, 
battles, the Siege of Vicksburg, the Shenandoah Valley Campaign, and much more, with many 
personal and "eye—witness"  experiences along the way. It was written by E.E. Blake, a 
private in Company G of the above infantry. His sincere style brings these events to 
life. It also brought some chuckles, some tears, and a better understanding of the "Great 
War of the Rebellion." 

A unique feature is a complete roster of names, (including Bartons) with dates of 
"mustering-in and mustering-out" etc. It is in an orange folder in the holder on the 
"fiche-reader" table for now. Later on, I will put it in the U.S. "Location Binder" under 
Iowa. Thank you, Betty. 

FROM SUTRO LIBRARY: "New Arrivals in American Local History and Genealogy," the Quarterly 
List which contains the cumulative index for the 3rd Series, 1987-88. Twenty-two pages of 
surnames, locations, and special subjects (census, ethnic, religious and wars) available 
through inter-library loan. See Sutro Shelf List Binder II; get order forms from 
reference librarian. 

A BARGAIN: From Georgia Helderlein, a copy of the Stemmons Publishing Co. "Catalog of 
Reduced-Size Texts." This lists many important genealogical and historical works. 
Because of the reduced size in copying these books, 4 pages per page, (get out that 

ASOL magnifying glass), prices are also much reduced. Take a look and be surprised. This is 
in another orange folder on the "fiche" table. 

AUBURN FAMILY HISTORY CENTER: This genealogical library located at 287 Poet Smith Dr. in 
Auburn, is now open every Tuesday evening 7:00 pm until 9:30 pm; 
and also Wednesday and Thursday 10:00 am to 9:30 pm. PLEASE NOTE THE NEW HOURS. Now on 
hand are the 1850 census records for the States of California and Utah. Also available 
are the census records for Placer, Nevada, Sacramento and El Dorado counties for the years 
1860, 1870, 1880, 1900 and 1910. They have also received over 50 more books on microfiche 
which include such things as: 

North Carolina Marriage Bonds, 1741-1868 
Cemetery records for the State of Missouri 
The History of Vermont 
Documentary History of New York 
There is a complete card catalog, on microfiche, of Salt Lake City's vast 

genealogical library. Most of the microfilms in that library may be ordered at the Auburn 
Family History Center for a fee. It is a good idea to check the A.I.S. census indexes 
(1790-1850) to determine the township, county and state in which an ancestor lived, before 
wading through a census microfilm. The A.I.S. is a combined index of all of the United 
States. 

Within the past week, they have received a new "Family Registry" that was updated in 
April 1988. 

The following item was taken from the Roseville Press: 
CHURCH OFFERS RESIDENTS A PEEK AT THEIR PAST. The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-Day Saints, 3354 Margaret Drive, Loomis, has begun development of a genealogical 
library available to all area residents. A series of Tuesday night classes to introduce 
the library and its resources to family history enthusiasts began June 7. Information and 
reservations may be obtained by calling 652-0987, 663-2140 or 663-1258. Everyone is 
welcome. 
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