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SEPTEMBER EVENING MEETING 
7:00 pm Thursday, Sept. 22, 1988 

Beecher Room of the Auburn-Placer County Library 
350 Nevada Street, Auburn 

Doors will open at 6:15 pm for the Early-Bird session for newcomers and those who need 
assistance on a research problem. 

PROGRAM 
Gregory B. Bragg, one of our new members, is the owner of the Family Tree House 

supplying genealogical books, forms and computer software. Greg will have on display at 
the meeting samples of these articles. He will make a presentation on computer genealogy 
with a comparison of the three leading software packages: PAY, Family Roots and Roots III. 
Greg said he will not go into great detail but will at least present their capabilities, 
including entering of data, reports, along with the positive features and drawbacks of 
each. 

Greg began genealogy in 1967 while attending Brigham Young University. He enjoyed it 
so much, he ended up with a major in Sociology and a minor in Genealogy. He has taught 
many people the basic genealogy class and compiled many generations of his own. 

ALSO 
If time permits, we will discuss the many possibilities of how to find those elusive and 
missing female ancestors whose maiden names always seem to be such a big secret. 

RAFFLE will beone full box (100) of the popular archival-quality non-glare Topper Sheet 
Protectors. 

********** 

PCGS DAY MEETING  
The next Day Meeting will be Wednesday, Oct. 12th at 10:00 a.m. in the Beecher Room. 

Come and bring your problems, questions and just talk "Genealogy." 
** * * * 

PCGS "HOW TO BEGIN" SEMINAR  
Saturday, Oct. 8, 1988, 9:00 am to 1:30 pm in the Beecher Room 

ADMISSION FREE 
This seminar is presented annually by the members of the Placer County Genealogical 

Society. It is a class for beginning genealogists to learn the basic steps of genealogy 
research. It is also an excellent refresher course for anyone who has not been 
researching lately. 

Members are urged to pass along the "flyer" enclosed in your newsletter to someone 
you know who may be interested in attending this seminar. Or, tack it up on a bulletin 
board at your favorite grocery store, etc. Help us to pass the word. 

CHANGES AND ADDITIONS TO THE MEMBERSHIP LIST 
WELCOME to the following new members: 
#235 Margaret Apsley 530 Sylvan Ave., San Mateo, CA 94403 
#236 Gertrude M. Paul 1260 Hillcrest Blvd., Colfax, CA 95713 346-8293 
CHANGE: #204 Doris DrummondTh address to 9200 Mott Court, Orangevale, CA 95662 

#205 Janet Heimanns address to 11565 McCarthy Rd, Carmel Valley 93924 
#206 Carol Barlows address to 4836 El Verde Ct, Rocklin 95677 

ADD: 	#171 Anna Balcoms phone number 652-4507 

If any member does not have a copy of the membership list, send a SASE to PCGS, see 
address above, and a copy will be mailed to you. 

£Li1Lc 	 iou: 
The cenealogy "Flea Market" held at the August evening meeting was a huge success. 

Everything went so well with all the help from the members. 	The periodicals and books 
were the most wanted items. This gives us an idea on what to save for next year-s sale. 
We want to thank everyone for their support and willingness to pitch right in and give a 
hand to the chairperson, Dorothy Thomsson. The proceeds from the sale will be put to good 
use, such as buying new genealogy books for the library. If you have any suggestions for 
these purchases, please let Dorothy know. Many, many thanks! 
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YE OLDE FAMILY TREE: 	An LDS sponsored genealogical research seminar will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 29, 1988 at the Carmichael Stake Center, 4125 San Juan Ave., Fair Oaks, CA. 
There will be classes for all levels of experience. Advance registration by mail by Oct. 
22: $3.00; at the door registration $5.00; fried chicken lunch additional $3.00. 	See 
Genealogy Bulletin Board in Reference Department of Auburn Library for schedule of 
classes. 

BUS TRIPS: 	The next bus trip sponsored by G.A.S. to the Federal Archives and Sutro 
Library will be Wednesday, Sept. 28 and Wednesday, Oct 26. 	Contact Donna Van Lone 
684-2243 or Ann Chandler 878-8665. 

QRASS ROOTS GENEALOGICAL GROUP: Meets every Wednesday 9:30 am to 11:00 am in the Senior 
Citizens Bldg. of the Nevada Co. Fairgrounds. 	For more information call Ella-Louise 
Whaley, 273-8074. 

PCGS BY-LAWS: A committee appointed by the president has reviewed the By-Laws. A copy of 
the proposed changes will be distributed to the membership and shall be voted upon at the 
November meeting. A copy of the By-Laws is always made available at the meetings. If 
anyone wishes to be mailed a complete copy of the By-Laws, send a SASE to PCGS, P0 Box 
7385, Auburn CA 95604. 

ACCESS TO OHIO VITAL RECORDS THREATENED BY PROPOSED LAW: 	THE GENEALOGISTS WORST 
NIGHTMARE IS ABOUT TO COME TRUE IN THE STATE OF OHIO WITH THE PROBABLE PASSAGE OF SUB 
HOUSE BILL NO. 790. 	THIS BILL, WHICH HAS ALREADY PASSED ONE OF THE HOUSES AND HAS 
WIDESPREAD SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THE LEGISLATURE, IS LIKELY TO BECOME LAW BY NOVEMBER 1988, 
IF NOT BEFORE. This action is aimed at increasing privacy for individuals, eliminating 
welfare fraud and tax evasion, and increasing the financial contribution to child support. 
The bill also severely limits access to birth and death records in the health department 
and imposes an extreme burden on the genealogist and historian. 

Section 3705.23 outlines the data to be included on a birth record, i.e. name, sex, 
date of birth, registration date, and place of birth. No parents names will be included, 
nor will any information on the parents. Kiss goodbye to one of our most used and most 
acceptable and reliable sources of primary evidence. There simply is no way to replace 
the loss of such vital information. 

The new law also gives discretionary authority and power to a local registrar to 
determine who has a direct and tangible interest in having access or a copy. (Excerpted 
from the Alexander Local Genealogical and Historical Society of Athens, Ohio) 

CHEROKEE ARCHIVES: If there is a Cherokee Indian in your ancestry, consult a collection 
at McCain Library, University of Southern Mississippi in Hattiesburg. 	Betty Drake, 
genealogy librarian, herself descended from a Georgia Cherokee, is putting together an 
important archives on this tribe. Contact Dr. Drake at Southern Station Box 5148, 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401. 

Also, a facsimile of David SilerTh 1851 census of "The Eastern Cherokee" is in print 
and available in some libraries. 	It covers two North Carolina, Five Tennessee, three 
Alabama and nine Georgia counties. (Antique Week) 

CHEROKEES OF CALIFORNIA: Contact Gary Roidt, 582 Mountain Ranch Road, San Andreas, CA 
95249. (209)754-1317 (From Ruby Roles of Sacramento) 

RECORDS INVENTORY AND MICROFILMING (RIM) PROJECT: 	According to the California State 
Genealogical Alliance RIM update in the May 1988 Newsletter, a Genealogical Society of 
Utah microfilm camera recently moved into the Santa Barbara area and is expected to be 
there until about July. From there that camera will move to San Leandro, San Francisco 
(church records) and Oakland (public library records). 	GSU will send the film of all 
non-governmental records to the Alliance who will pass them on to the societies 
responsible for their inventory. It is expected that filming at the Oakland Public 
Library may take as long as a year to complete. 

A second camera is still on site in Sacramento at the California State Archives and 
is expected to be there at least until September. It will then move into counties around 
Sacramento County, including Sutter, Yolo and Yuba to work on governmental records. There 
is enough work in this area to keep the camera busy for approximately four years. As more 
information concerning this project becomes available, it will be reported in the 
newsletter. 

TEXAS GENEALOGY QUERIES may be sent to Mary Margaret Davis for free publication in "All in 
Your Family," El Paso Times, P.O. Box 20, El Paso, TX 79999 (Questing Heirs Gen. Soc 
Newsletter, Feb 1988) 

STANISLAUS CO. CA: 	The Genealogical Society of Stanislaus Co., CA has indexed '11 the 
surnames for that county from the 1900 Federal Census. To have your surname checked in 
this Index send request and SASE to: 

Charlotte Trickel, Query Editor 
1737 Gene Road 
Modesto, CA 95307 

Mrs. Trickel will also check the index of the 115 rolls of microfilm of Probate and 
Guardianship Records, 1854-1920, for that county. 	Again, please send a SASE. (Calif. 
State Genealogical Alliance Newsletter June 1988) 
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OFF-THE-SHELF by Dorothy Thomsson 

RECENT ADDITIONS TO THE LIBRARY: 
PERIODICALS: 

HERITAGE QUEST: We now have the complete collection from the earliest, Sept/Oct 1985 
(thanks to Ann Chandler) to the latest, and an index of articles in a separate folder. 
There is also a complete index of surnames and localities in each issue. 

GENEALOGY DIGEST: This quarterly is "on trial." It has many queries and a good 
article on preservation explaining the "Wei To" process. Please let me know if you find 
this magazine of value. 

AUGUSTAN SOCIETY: (3 issues) This has historical articles, heraldry, queries, and 
book reviews. 

Books being processed which should be on the shelf by now: 
VITAL RECORDS HANDBOOK by Thomas J. Kemp, 1988: A complete collection of application 

forms for all of the U.S. and many other localities (which can be copied) and data re: 
information requested for each form. Please copy carefully so as not to break the 
binding. 

ONCE UPON A MEMORY by Jean Alessi and Jan Miller, 1987. Ideas and techniques for 
doing your Family History in a variety of ways. 

UNPUZZLING YOUR PAST by Emily Ann Croom, 1983. A basic guide to genealogy - good for 
beginners. 
CATALOGS: A new binder (#111) of Yates Publishing catalogs: contains "Families" (2 
issues), "Seventeen Seventy Six" (thanks to the Vincents) which continues the American 
marriages in Binders 1I and II. All surnames are indexed in each issue. In this same 
binder are 3 issues of "Family Finder" (from Aileen Gage) from a different publisher, 
1979, - but you never know where or when you'll find someone. 

Catalogs of microfilmed materials (on "fiche reader" table): 
NEWSPAPERS, mainly central states and Scandinavian publications. 
MISSOURI COUNTY RECORDS (thanks to Aleatha Galloway) detailed information for all 

Missouri counties with mapped location for each. 
FAMILY HISTORIES FOR GENEALOGISTS - a microfiche program from University Microfilms, 

Inc. (U.M.I.). Lists over 1000 genealogies. I found several titles that - rather than 
purchase at $5.00 per fiche - I will look for in the Family History Library Catalog (FHLC) 
at the Auburn Family History Center. 

Re: the FHLC. It lists all records and books acquired at Salt Lake since 1894! This 
is the largest collection of genealogy books in the world, and the index is at our 
finger-tips right here in Auburn, at above Center on Poet-Smith Drive. Hours: Tues. 
evening 7-9 pm; Wed, and Thurs. lOam - 9pm. 

They also have the new edition of the IGI for 1988 which indexes more than 121 
million records of deceased persons, half again as many as the 1984 edition which only had 
79 million. The IGI lists records of births, christenings, and marriages for people who 
lived between about 1500 and 1875. Dont miss it! Also, the air conditioner has now been 
added to the genealogy rooms to make your researching very comfortable. 

Microfiche is not the only tool for using the IGI. Beginning Sept. 1, patrons at the 
Family History Library in Salt Lake City can take part in testing a means of searching the 
IGI on computer. At the present time the only portion of the IGI that can be searched on 
computer is the United States and Canada, about 20 million names. But unlike the 
microfiche, where you have to know the name of the state or province where the ancestor 
was born or married, the automated IGI can be searched alphabetically by surname for the 
entire country. 

Among the benefits of the automated IGI are the fact that the researcher does not 
have to search in a separate index to find the number of the microfilm on which the source 
record can be found. The computer displays the number on the screen. 

Also, the automated IGI can group together children by their parents names, even if 
the children were born in different locations. Such a grouping would be impossible to 
obtain otherwise without searching scores of microfiche. 

Initially, 12 terminals will be available at the Salt Lake City Family History 
Library for using the automated IGI, each of which can produce a hard-copy printout for 
the patron to take home. This test version of the automated IGI will be linked to the 
libraryTh main computer to aid in the further development of the concept. Over the next 
two to three months, library patrons will be able to try it out and give suggestions for 
improvements. Then in 1989, the IGI information will be stored on compact disc and 
eventually will be made available for use in Family History Centers. 

Another major improvement in library tools is the new edition of the Family History 
Library Catalog on microfiche. The catalog lists and describes with more detailed and 
accurate information all of t[1e microfilmed records and books acquired since 1894. The 
new catalog contains 447,000 titles on 1,972 microfiche. Individuals and non-Church 
organizations are now permitted to purchase the microfiche catalog or portions thereof. 
They can obtain an order form by writing to Family History Department Administrative 
Services, 50 E. North Temple, Salt Lake City, UT 84150. According to the director, David 
M. Mayfield, the availability of the catalog reflects the department's eagerness to 
cooperate with the genealogical community outside the LDS Church. "In return, we hope, 
non-members will be willing to share their completed genealogical research with us so we 
can make it available to everybody," he said. 
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"Genealogy by Mail" by Leslie Yardley McCrary in Issue #1 Jan/Feb 88 of the Heritage 
Quest is an excellent article not only for beginners but also as a brush-up for others. 
McCrary states "Genealogy by mail is a time consuming proposition at best, but it can 
offer rewards beyond description. 	It makes no difference if you are in an area with 
limited access to genealogical material, as most researchers find themselves relying on 
the mail system to do research at one time or another. It takes very little to become an 
arm chairgenealogist. A little knowledge, a little luck, a lot of patience and a sense 
of humor is all you really need to start you on an adventure that can reap a bountiful 
genealogical harvest." 

"Lost, somewhere between sunrise and sunset two golden hours--each set with 60 
diamond minutes. No reward is offered, for they are gone forever." (Heritage Quest 
#14) 

LIFE INSURANCE: An easy way to find out if your ancestor carried life insurance is to 
send a SASE to: 	Policy Search, American Council of Life Insurance, 1850 K St., NW, 
Washington DC 20006. They will send a tracer form to fill out. (From Tree Climber, Stark 
Co., OH via Sacramento German Gen. Soc.) 

VITAL RECORDS: 	"Where to Write for Vital Records - Births, Deaths, Marriages and 
Divorces," DHHS Publication No. 017-022-01008-9, costs $1.50 and is available from: 
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. This booklet in alphabetical order of 
states, lists the dates that birth, death, marriage and divorce records began and the cost 
of certified copies with addresses for ordering. 

ORIGIN OF "PEDIGREE": Five hundred years ago, people were as interested in tracing their 
roots as they are today. Often, they hired monks to go through the records and build 
genealogical charts and histories. As the monks noted the descent from one generation to 
the next, theyd make a little three-line mark: a long line with two little ones angling 
out of it at the bottom. The mark looked, to them, like the footprint of a crane, or in 
French, the Pie de grue. And it is the foot, the pie de grue, that you now refer to when 
you talk about your heritage and your pedigree.(From Michael GartnerTh WORDS col. SF 
Tribune via Antique Week) 

REALLY IN VIRGINIA?: Did you know that any reference made to a person's having been born 
or lived in Virginia as early as 1725 and as late as 1863 could indicate he was born or 
lived in any part of: 

ILLINOIS from 1781 to 1818 statehood; INDIANA from 1787 to 1816 statehood; KENTUCKY 
from 1775 to 1792 statehood; MARYLAND from 1775 to 1792 statehood; NORTH CAROLINA from 
1728 to 1779; OHIO from 1778 to 1803 statehood; PENNSYLVANIA from 1752 to 1786 statehood; 
TENNESSEE from 1760 to 1803 statehood; or WEST VIRGINIA from 1769 to 1863 statehood. 
(Allen County Lines 

LAND MEASUREMENT: Many of the units of measurement which have been, or are being, used 
are expressions of the size of commonly accessible objects. The foot came from the length 
of a human foot; the yard was the expression of the distance from the nose to the tips of 
the fingers, with the arm extended; the inch was the length of the central section of the 
thumb. A mile was a thousand paces; an acre was the area of land that one man with a yoke 
of oxen could plow in one day; the rod was the width of four oxen abreast. 

NO PATTERN TO WILLS: 	Dont assume when a testator named children in a will that all 
Living children were included. One or more may have already received their portion of the 
estate and would not be named. Family feuds could also result in the absence of names. 
And dont assume children are named in order of birth. There is no set pattern. Some 
wills list males first, then the females. 

PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 7385 	AUBURN, CA 95604 
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THE \CER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL CIETY 

presents 

A CLASS ON BEGINNING GENEALOGY 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Saturday, October 4, 1986 

Beecher Room 
Auburn-Placer County Library 

350 Nevada Street 
Auburn 

Registration at door 8:30-9:00 
Bring paper and pencil; tape recorders permitted 

Light refreshments available - sack lunch advised 
Optional Beginner Packets available for $3.00 

For more information call 823-6521 
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PLACER COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

PRESENTS 

A SPRING GENEALOGICAL 

"SHARE - IN" 

Share In - the learning of tracing your family roots. 
Share In - the classes on genealogy and cemetary research. 
Share In - hands on experience of computerized genealogy. 
Share in - the fun of new friends and old. 

When: Saturday, -March 31 9:00 - 3 P.M. 
Where: Beecher Room, Auburn Placer County Library 

Continous activities throughout the day include assistance with personal family 
pedigrees, group sheets ans surname indexing, as well as hands on experience 
computerizing family information. 

In additon, classes will be given 

9:00 - 10:00 - Introduction to Genealogy 

10:00- 11:00 - Using the Auburn Placer County Library 
Genealogical section. 

11:00- 12:00 - Cemetary Research Techniques 

12:00- 3:00 - Field trip to local cemetary (weather permitting) 

1:00- 2:00 - Intruduction to Genealogy (repeat) 

Bring sack lunch, any personal genealogical information in progress, 3x5 plain 
cards, pedigree charts and family group sheets (some will be available in room), 
notebook and pencils. 

Light refreshments and beverage will be available. 

Bring a friend --- See you there!!! 


